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284 LETTERS %o aAnn

we are more overcaft with the darknefs, and
difturbed with the fumes, of human vanity.

The fame thing that makes old men willing
to leave this world, makes me willing to leave
poetry, long habit, and wearinefs of the fame
track.  Homer will work a cure upon me; fif-
teen thoufand verfes are equivalent to fourfcore
years, to make one old in rhyme: and I fhould
be forry and athamed, to go on jingling to the
laft ftep, like a waggoner’s horfe, in the fame
road, and o leave my bells to the next filly
animal that will be proud of them. That man
makes a mean figure in the eyes of Reafon,
who is meafuring fyllables and coupling rhymes,
when he thould be mending his own foul, and
fecuring his own immortality. If T had not
this opinion, I fhould be unworthy even of
thofe fmall and limited parts which God has
given me ; and unworthy of the friendthip of
fuch 2 man as you. Iam

Your, &c.

I B 458 KR - XIX.
July 25, 1714,
Have no better excufe to offer you, that I
.have omitted a tafk naturally fo pleafing to

me as converfing upon paper with you, but
that
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that my time and eyes have been wholly em-
ploy’d —upon Homer, whom, I almoft fear, I
thall find but one way of imitating, which is,
in his blindnefs. I am perpetually afflited with
head-achs, that very much affet my fight, and
indeed fince my coming hither I have {carce
paft an hour agreeably, except that in which I
read your letter. I would ferioufly have you
think, you have no man who more truly knows
to place a right value on your friendfbip, than
he who leaft deferves it on all other accounts
than his due fenfe of it. But, let me tell you,
you can hardly guefs what a tafk you under-
take, when you profefs yourfelf my friend;
there are fome Tories who will take you for a
Whig, fome Whigs who will take you for a
Tory, fome Proteftants who will efteem you
a rank Papift, and fome Papifts who will
account you a Heretic.

I find by dear experience, we live in an age,
where it is criminal to be moderate ; and where
no one man can be allowed to be juft to all
men. The notions of right and wrong are {o
far ftrain’d, that perhaps to be in the right fo
very violently, may be of worfe confequence than
to be eafily and quietly in the wrong. I really
wifh all men fo well, that, I am fatisfied, but
few can with me fo ; but if thofe few are fuch
as tell me they do, I am content, for theyare

the
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the beft people T know. While you believe
me what I profefs as to religion, 1can bear any
thing the bigotted may fay ; while Mr. Con-
greve likes my poetry, I can endure Dennis,
and a thoufand more like him ; while the moft
honeft and moral of each party think me noll
man, I can ealily bear-that the moft violent
and mad of all parties rife up to throw dirt at
me.

I muft exped an hundred attacks upon the
publication of my Homer, Whoever in our
times would be a profeflor of learning above
his fellows, ought at the very firft to enter the
world with the conftancy and refolution of a
primitive Chriftian, and be prepared to fuffer
all fort of public perfecution. It is certainly
to be lamented, that if any man does but en-
deavour to diftinguifh himfelf, or gratify others
by his ftudies, he is immediately treated as a
common encmy, inftead of being looked upon
as a common friend ; and affaulted as generally
as if his whole defign were to prejudice the
State or ruin the Public. T will venture to fay,
no man ever rofe to any degree of perfe&ion in
writing, but thro” obftinacy, and an inveterate
refolution againt the flream of mankind : So
that if the world has received any benefit from
the labours of the learned, it was in its own
defpite. For when firft they eflay their parts,

all
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all people in general are prejudiced agnini} new
beginners; and when they have got a little
above contempt, then fome particular perfons,
who were before unfortunate in their own at-
tempts, are fworn foes to them only becaufe
they fucceed.—Upon the whole, one may fay
of the beft writers, that they pay a fevere fine
for their fame, which it is alw 7ays in the power
f the moft worthlefs part of mankind to levy
upon them when they pleafe.

[ am, &c.

BN DAkt 2 e R 1 6N
To Mr. JRRVAS.

July 28, 1714,

E.-—'-’i;rr; _'jnj']-; enter’d upon the old way of life
again, Luup and mufing. It is my employ-

f faﬂ: ages to the pre-

fent, as it is yours to tranfmit the young of the

ment to revive the old o

prefent, to the future. Iam copying the great
Mafter in one art, with the fame love and di-
ligence with which the Painters hereafter will
copy you in another.

Thus I fhould begin my Epiftle to you, ifit
were a Dedicatory one. But as it is a friend-
ly letter, vou are to find nothing mention ’d in

VOur
2




	Seite 284
	Seite 285
	Seite 286
	Seite 287

