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all people in general are prejudiced agnini} new
beginners; and when they have got a little
above contempt, then fome particular perfons,
who were before unfortunate in their own at-
tempts, are fworn foes to them only becaufe
they fucceed.—Upon the whole, one may fay
of the beft writers, that they pay a fevere fine
for their fame, which it is alw 7ays in the power
f the moft worthlefs part of mankind to levy
upon them when they pleafe.

[ am, &c.
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To Mr. JRRVAS.

July 28, 1714,

E.-—'-’i;rr; _'jnj']-; enter’d upon the old way of life
again, Luup and mufing. It is my employ-

f faﬂ: ages to the pre-

fent, as it is yours to tranfmit the young of the

ment to revive the old o

prefent, to the future. Iam copying the great
Mafter in one art, with the fame love and di-
ligence with which the Painters hereafter will
copy you in another.

Thus I fhould begin my Epiftle to you, ifit
were a Dedicatory one. But as it is a friend-
ly letter, vou are to find nothing mention ’d in
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your own praife but what one only in the world
is witnefs to, your particular good-natur’d of-
fices to me.

I am cut out from any thing but common
acknowledgments, or common difcourfe : The
firft you would take ill, though I told but half
what I ought: fo in fhort the laft only re-
mains.

And as for the laft, what can you expe
from a man who hasnot talk’d thefe five days?
who 1s withdrawing his thoughts as far as he
can, from all the prefent world, its cuftoms,
and its manners, to be fully poffefs’d and ab-
forpt in the paft? When people talk of going
to Church, I think of facrifices and libations ;
when I {ee the parfon, I addrefs him as Chry-
{es prieft of Apollo ; and inftead of the Lord’s
prayer, I begin,

God of the filver Bow, &c.

While you in the world are concerned about
the Proteftant Succefiion, I confider only how
Menelaus may recover Helen, and the Trojan
war be put to a {peedy conclufion. I never in-
quire if the Queen be well or not, but heartily
with to be at Hector’s funeral. The only
things I regard in this life, are whether my
friends are well ?* whether my Tranflation go
well on? whether Dennis be writing criti-

cifms ?
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cifms ? - whether any body will anfwer him,
fince I don’t? and whether Lintot be not yet
broke ?

I am, &c.

LEG"TTER XX
To the fame.
Aug. 16, 1714.
E T'hank you for your good offices, which are
numberlefs. chnu advances fo faft, that

he begins to look about for the ornaments he is
to appear in, like a modifh modern author,

Picture in the front,
Vith bays and avicked rbyme upon’t.

I have the greateft proof in natare at prefent
of the amufing power of Poetry, for it takes
me up {o entirely, that I {carce fee what pafles
under my nofe, 2nd hear nothing that is faid
about me.  To follow poetry as one ought,
one muft forget father and mother, and cleave
to it alone. My Réverie has been fo deep,
that I have fcarce had an interval to think my-
{eIf uneafy in the want of your company. 1
now and then juft mifs you as 1 ftep into bed ;
this minute indeed I want extremely to fce

U you,
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