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who live to-=
ecret inﬁﬁ,ing
apon what they think their -dignity of merit,
and an inward expetation of “fuch an Over=
meafure of deference and regard, as anfwers to
their own extravagant falfe {cale; and which
no body can pay, ‘becanfe none but themfelves
can tell, exactly, to what pitch it amounts.
I am, &c.

the conftant agrccn‘lcnt of peopl
getht

'_'"‘l"..l

r, but merely vanity; a

LE-TTER XXIL

Mr. Jervas to Mr. Por g

Aug. 204 1714

¥ Have a particular to te -l you at this time,

which pleafes me fo much, that you muit

ﬁprC":JE a more than ordinary alacrit ty in every

turn. You khow I could keep you in {uf-
vill tell you di-

ence for twenty lines, but 1
1

-

I'Cgtl}-r, that Mr. Addifon and I have had a con-
'.'erfutifm, that it would have been worth your
while to have been p-m.ﬁ' behind the wainfcot,
or behind fome half-le r-fffh piGture, to have
heard. He affur’d me, that he would make
ufe not only of his intereft, b ut of his art to do
you fome fervice ; hc did not mean his art of
poetry, but his art at Court; and he is fenfible

: ) that
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that nothing can have a better air for i*imil;lf
than moving in your favour, efpecially fince in-
finuations were i}nm ,Th:tt ht‘ did not care you
thould profper too much as a poet. He pro-
tefts that it fhall not be his fault, if there is not
the beft intelligence in the world, and the moft
hearty friendfhip, &c. He owns, he was a-
fraid Dr. Swift might have carried you too far

mong the enemy, during the heat of the ani-
m(}ﬁty; but now. all is fafe, and you are ef-
cap’d even in his opinion. I promis’d in your
name, like a good Godfather, not that you
fhould renocunce the devil and all his works,
but that you would be delighted to find him
your friend merely for his own fake ; therefore
prepare yourfelf for fome civilities,

I have done Homer’s head, fhadow’d and
heighten'd carefully ; and I inclofe the out-line
of the fame fize, that you may determine whe-
ther you would have it {o large, or reduced to
malke room for feuillage or laurel round the oval,
or about the fquare of the Bufto? perhaps there
is fomething more folemn in the image itfelf, if
I can get it well perform’d.

IFI have been inftrumental in bringing you
and Mr. Addifon together with all fincerity, I
value myiclr upon it as an acceptable p.;:r:e of
{ervice to fuch a one as I know vyou to be,

1?1’3.'}'.15.'; &ec.
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