UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XXIII. The answer.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

rroM SEVERAL PERSONS.

a
O

(]

| R s S e Bl B
Mr. Porre’s Anfwer.

Ang: 2, 1714
L i i

Am juft arrived from Oxford, very well di-

verted and entertain’d there. Every one is
much concern’d for the Queen’s death. No
panegyrics ready yet for the King.

I admire your whig-principles of refiftance
exceedingly, in the {pirit of the Barcelonians :
Ijoin in your wifh for them. Mr. Addifon’s
verfes on Liberty, in his letter from Ttaly, would
be a good form of prayer in my opinion, O Li-
berty ! thou Goddefs beavenly bright ! &c.

What you mention of the friendly office you
endeavour’d to do betwixt Mr. Addifon and
me, deferves acknowledgments on my part.
You thoroughly know my regard to his cha-
ratter, and my propenfity to teftify it by all
ways in my power. You as thoroughly know
the fcandalous meannefs of that proceeding
which was ufed by Philips, to make a man 1
{0 highly value, fufpect my difpofitions toward
him, Bat as, after all, Mr. Addifon muft be
the judge in what regards himfelf, and has
feem’d to be no very juft one to me; {o,1 muft
own to you, I expect nothing but civility from
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204 LETTERS To anp
him, how much foever I with for his friend-
fhip. As for any offices of real kindnefs or fer-
vice which it is in his power to do me, Ithould
be athamed to receive them from any man who
had no better opinion of my Morals, than to
think me a Party-man: nor of my Temper,
than to believe me capable of maligning, or en-
vying another’s reputation as a poet. So Ileave
it to time to convince him as to both, to thew
him the fhallow depths of thofe half-witted
creatures who mif~inform’d him, and to prove
that I am incapable of endeavouring to leflen
a perfon whom I would be proud to imitate,
and therefore atham’d to flatter. Tn a word,
Mr. Addifon is fure of my refpect at all times,
and of my real friendfhip whenever he fhall
think fit to know me for what I am.

For all that pafs’d betwixt Dr. Swift and me,
you know the whole (without referve) of our
correfpondence. The engagements I had to
him were fuch as the acual fervices he had
done me, in relation to the fubfcription for
Homer, obliged me to. I mufl have leave to
be grateful to him, and to any one who ferves
me, let him be never fo obnoxious to any par-
ty : nor did the Tory-party ever put me to the
hardthip of afking this leave, which is the
greateft obligation I owe to it ; and I expeétno
greater from the Whig-party than the fame li-

berty.
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berty—A curfe on the word Party, which 1
have been forc’d to ufe fo often in this period !
I with the prefent reign may put an end to the
diftinGion, that there may be no other for the
future than that of Honeft and Knave, Fool and
Man of fenfe ; thefe two forts muit always be
enemies ; but for the reft, may all people do
as you and I, believe what they pleafe, and be
friends.

I am, &c.

R O BOR XXV
To the Earlof HAaLLaF A X2

My Lorbp, Dec. 1, 1714

Am obliged to you both for the favours you

have done me, and for thofe you intend me.
1 diftruft neither your will nor your memory,
when it is to do good : and if ever I become
troublefome or follicitous, it muft not be out of
expetation, but out of gratitude. Your Lord-
thip may ecither caufe me to live agreeably in
the town, or contentedly in the country, which
is really all the difference I fet between an €a-
fy fortune and a fmall one. It is indeed a high

* See the note on ¥ 116. of his Imit. of the firft Sa-
tire, Book ii, of Horace.
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