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300 LETTERS 16 anp

Extract from aLETTER of

Dr. ARBUTHNOT to Mr. Porg.

July g, 1715
— I congratulate you upon Mr. T#*’s firft book,
It does not indeed want its merit ; but I was
ftrangely difappointed in my expe@ation of a
tranflation nicely true to the Original ; whereas
in thofe parts where the greateft exaé “J.Cfs feems
to be demanded, he has been the leaft careful,
I mean the hlﬂory of ancient ceremonies and
rites, &c. in which you have with great judg-

ment been exact.
Iam, &ec.

LT T BBy XXV

Mr. Pore to the Honourable Jamis
Craces, Efg.
July 15, 1715.
Lay hold of the opportunity given me by
my Lord Duke of Shrew{bury, to affure you
of the continuance of that efteem and affeGion
I have long born you, and the memory of fo
many agreeable converfations as we have pafs’d

together, I wifh it were a compliment to fay,
I fuch
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fuch converfations as are not to be found on this
fide of the water : for the Spirit of diffenfion is
gone forth among us : nor is it a wonder that
Button’s is no longer Button’s, when old Eng-
land is no longer old England, that region of
hofpitality, fociety, and good humour. Party
affects us all, even the wits, tho’ they gain as
little by politics as they do by their wit. We
talk much of fine fenfe, refin’d {enfe, and ex-
alted fenfe ; but for ufe and happinefs, give me
a little common fenfe. I fay this in regard to
{fome gentlemen, profefs’d Wits of our acquaint-
ance, who fancy they can make Poetry of con-
{equence at this time of day, in the midft of
this raging fit of Politics. For, they tell me,
the bufy part of the nation are not more divid-
ed about Whig-and Tory, than thefe idle fel-
lows of the feather about Mr. T®’s and my
Tranflation. 1 (like the Tories) have the
town in general, that is the mob, on my fide;
but it is ufual with the {maller party to make
up in induftry what they want in number, and
that is the cafe with the little Senate of Cato.
However, if our principles be well confider’d,
I muft appear a brave Whig, and Mr. T. a
rank Tory : I tranflated Homer for the public
in general, he to gratify the inordinate defires
of one man only. We have, 1t feems, a great
Turk in poetry, who can never bear a brother

on
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on the throne ; and has his mutes too, a fett of
nodders, winkers, and whifperers, whofe bu=
finefs is to {ftrangle all other offsprings of wit in
their birth. The new tranflator of Homer is
the humbleft flave he has, that is to fay, his firft
Minifter ; let him receive the honours he gives
me, but receive them with fear and trem-
bling ; let him be proud of the approbation of
his abfolute Lord, I appeal to the people, as
my rightful judges and mafters; and if they are
not inclined to condemn me, I fear no arbi-
trary high-flying proceeding from the fmall
Court-faction at Button’s. But after all I have
faid of this great man, there is no rupture be-
tween us. We are each of us fo civil and ob-
liging, that neither thinks he is obliged : And
I, for my part, treat with him, as we do with
the Grand Monarch ; who has too many great
qualities not to be refpected, though we know
he watches any occafion to opprefs us ®,
When I talk of Homer, I muft not forget
the early prefent you made me of Monfieur de
la Motte’s book : And I can’t conclude this let-
ter without telling you a melancholy piece of
news, which affe@s our very entrails, L* is
dead, and foupes are no more! You fee I write
in the old familiar way. ¢ This is not to the

* We find here moft of the fentiments he foon after put
into verfe on this occafion.
‘c - Iﬁ
miniteer
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 minifter, but to the friend®,”” However it is
fome mark of uncommon regard to the mini-
fter that I fteal an expreffion from a Secretary
of State,

Iam, &e.

R E R X XV
To Mr. ConGREVE.
Jan. 16, 1714-15.

Ethinks when I write to you, I am mak-
i ing a confefiion ; I have got (I can’t tell
how) fuch a cuftom of throwing myfelf out
upon paper without referve. You were not mif-
taken in what you judged of my temper of
mind when I writlaft. My faults will not be
hid from you, and perhaps it is no difpraife to
e that they will not: the cleannefs and pu-
rity of one’s mind is never better proved, than
1n difcovering its own fault at firft view ; as
when a ftream fhews the dirt at its bottom, it
fthews alfo the tranfparency of the water,

My {pleen was not occafioned, however, by
any thing an abufive angry critic could write of
me. I take very kindly your heroic manner

® Alluding to St. John’s Letter to Prior, publifhed in the

_R.-"r"?.?'.' :ff the Secret Committae,
Af
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