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with my Lord Bolingbroke ; I go to London in
three days time, and will not fail to pay a vifit
to Mr. M , whom I faw not long fince at
my Lord Hallifax’s. I hoped from thence he
had {ome hopes of advantage from the prefent
adminiftration : for few people (I think) but I,
pay refpects to great men without any pro-
fpects. I am in the faireft way in the world of
being not worth a groat, being born both a Pa-
pilt and a Poet. This puts me in mind of re-
acknowledging your continued endeavours to
enrich me.  But, I can tell you, ’tis to no pur-
pofe, for without the Opes, @guum mi animum
1ple parabo.

L-E7F 5F B~R-= XX VAT
To Mr. CoNGREVE,

b " :
March 19, 1714~15.

7
VF HE Farce of the What-d’ye-call-it * has
occafioned many different i'l;c(:ulati-:ms.in

the town.  Some look’d upon it as a mere jeft
upon the Tragic poets, others as a fatire upon
the late War. Mr. Cromwell, hearing none of
the words, and feeing the aéion to be tragical,
was much aftonithed to find the audience laugh;

* Written by Gay.
X and
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and fays the Prince and Princefs muft doubtlefs
be under no lefs amazement on the fame ac-
count. Several templars and others of the more
vociferous kind of critics, went with a refolu-
tion to hifs, and confefs'd they were forced to
laugh fo much, that they forgot the defign they
came with. The Court in general hasina very
particular manner come into the jeft, and the
three firft nights (notwithftanding two of them
were court-nights) were diftinguithed by very
full audiences of the firft Quality. The com-
mon people of the pit and gallery received it
at firft with great gravity and fedatenefs, fome
few with tears; but after the third day they
alfo took the hint, and have ever fince been very
loud in their claps. There are ftill fome fober
men who cannot be of the general opinion ;
but the laughers are fo much the majority, that
one or two critics feem determined to undeceive
the town at their proper coft, by writing grave
differtations againft it: to encourage them in
which laudable defign, it is refolved a Preface
fhall be prefix’d te the Farce, in vindication of
the nature and dignity of this new way of writ-
mng.

Yefterday Mr. Steele’s affair was decided : I
am forry I can be of no other opinion than yours,
as ‘to his whole carriage and writings of late.
But certainly he has not only been punifhed by

others,
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others, but fuffered much even from his own
party in the point of character, nor (I believe)
received any amends in that of intereft, as yet,
whatever may be his profpects for the future.
This Gentleman, among a thoufand others,
is a great inftance of the fate » of all who are car-
ried ¢ flway by pany—fmut of any fide. I with
all violence may fucceed as ill : but am really
amazed that fo much of that four and perni-
cious quality fhould be joined with fo much
natural good humour as, Ithink, M. Steele is
poffefled of.
I.am, &c.

PO BRI
To Mz. ConGREVE.
April 7, 1715,

1

R. Pope is going to Mr. Jervas’s, where

Mr. Addifon is fitting for his picture; 1n

the mean time amidft clouds of Tobacco at a

coffee-houfe I write this letter. ‘There 1s a

grand revolution at Will’s; Morice has quittud

for a coffee-houfe in the city, and Titcomb 1s

reftored, to the great joy of Cromwell, who

was at a great lofs for 2 perfon to conver e with
upon the fathers and church-hiftory ; t

X 2 Lnow-
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