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with us, who are under a perfecution, and
much affliGted with a diftemper which proves
mortal to many poets, a Criticifm. We have
indeed fome relieving intervals of laughter (as
you know there are in fome difeafes) and it is
the opinion of divers good gueflers, ‘that the
laft fit will not be more violent than advantage-
ous ; for poets affail’d by critics, are like men
bitten by Tarantula’s, they dance on fo much
the fafter.

Mr. Thomas Burnet hath play’d the precur-
for to the coming of Homer, in a treatife called
Homerides. He has fince rifen very much in
his criticifins, and, after affanlting Homer, made
a daring attack upon the * What-d’ye-call it.
Yet is there not a Proclamation iffued for the
burning of Homer and the Pope by the com-
mon hangman ; nor is the What-d’ye-call it
yet filenced by the Lord chamberlain.

Your, &c.
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Mr.CoNGREVE to Mr. Popeg.
May 6.

Have the pleafure of your very kind letter. I
have always been obliged tos you for your
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¢ In ong of his papers called The Grumbler. P,

friendfhip




rromMm MR.CONGREVE,

friendfhip and concern for me, and am more
affe@ed with it, than I will take upon me to
exprefs in this letter. 1 do affure you there 1s
no return wanting on my part, and am very
forry I had not the good luck to fee the Dean
before I left the town : it is a great pleafure to
me, and not a little vanity to think that he
‘mifles me. As to my health, which you are
fo kind to enquire after, . it is not worle than
in London : I am almoft afraid yet to fay that
it is better, for I cannot reafonably expect
much effe&t from thefe waters in fo fhort a
time ; but in the main they {eem to agree with
me. Here is not one creature that I know,
which, next to the few I would chufe, contri-
butes very much to my fatisfaction. At the
fame time that I regret the want of your con-
verfation, I pleafe myfelf with thinking that
you are where you firft ought to be, and en-
gaged where you cannot do too much. Pray,
give my humble fervice, and beft withes to
your good mother. I am forry you don’t tell
me how Mr. Gay does in his health ; I thould
have been glad to have heard he was better.
My young Amanuenfis, as you call him, I am
afraid, will prove buta wooden one : and you
know ex guovis ligno, &c. You will pardon Mrs.
R—'s pedantry, and believe me to be
Your, &c.
X 4 P. s,
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P. S. By the inclofed you will fee I am like
to be imprefs’d, and enroll’d in the lift of Mr.
Curll’s Authors; but, I thank God! I fhall
have your company. T believe it high time
you fhould think of adminiftering another E-

metic,

LE-TT ER=S




	Seite 310
	Seite 311
	Seite 312

