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Poet’s while, to travel, in order to ftore his
mind with ftrong images of Nature,

Green fields and groves, flowery meadows
and purling ftreams are no where in fuch per-
fection as in England : but if you would know
lightfome days, warm funs, and blue fkies, you
muft come to Italy: and to enable a man to de-
{cribe rocks and precipices, it is abfolutely ne-
ceflary that he pafs the Alps.

You will eafily perceive that it is {elf-inter-
eft makes me fo fond of giving advice to one
who has no need of it. If you came into thefe
parts I fhould fly to fee you. Iam here (by
the favour of my good friend the Dean of St.
Patrick’s) in quality of Chaplain to the Earl of
Peterborough ; who about three months fince
left the greateft part of his family in this town,
God knows how long we fhall ftay here.

I am, Your, &c.

5 BT BER I
Mr. PoreE to Mr. JER vas in Ireland.

July 9, 1716.
H O, as you rightly remark, I pay my
tax but once in half a year, yet you fhall
fee by this letter upon the neck of my laft, that
I pay
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I pay a double tax, as we non-jurors ought to
do. Your acquaintance on this fide of the fea
are under terrible apprehenfions from your long
ftay 1n Ireland, that you may grow too polite
for them ; for we think (fince the great fuecefs
of fuch a play as the Non-juror) that polite-
nefs s gone over the water. © But others are of
opinion it has been longer among you, and was
introduced much about the fame time with
Frogs, and with equal fuccefs. Poor Poetry !
the little that is left of it here longs to crofs the
feas, and leave Eufden in full and peaceable
pofleffion of the Britith laurel : and we begin
to with you had the finging of our poets, as
well as the croaking of our frogs, to yourfelves,
in Jeecula [eculorum. 1t would be well in ex-
change, if Parnelle, and two or three more of
your Swans would come hither, efpecially that
Swan,  who, ‘like a true modern one, does not
fing at all, Dr. Swift. I am (like the reft of
the world) a fufferer by his idlenefs. Indecd
I hate that any man fhould be idle, while I
muft tranflate and comment; and I may the
more fincerely wifh for good poetry from others
becaufe I am become a perfon out of the que-
ftion ; for a Tranflator is no more a poet, than
a Taylor is a man.

You are, doubtlefs, perfuaded of the validity
of that famous verfe,
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"T1s Exf peclation makes a Bleffing dear :

but why would you make your friends fonder
of you than they are? There 18 no manner of
need of it.- We begin to expect you no more
than Anti-chrift; a man that hath abfented
himfelf {o long from his friends, ought to ,be
put into the Gazettee.

Every body here has great need of you.
Many faces have died for want of your pencil,
and blooming Ladies have wither’d in expe@-
ing your return. Even Frank and Betty (that
conftant pair) cannot confole themf{elves for your
abfence ; 1 fancy they will be forced to make
their own picture in a pretty babe, before you
come home: ’twill be a noble fubject for a fa-
mily piece. Come then, and having peopled
Ireland with a world of beantiful fh'ldO'"‘:

Yy.oy
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come to us, and fce wvth that eye (which, like
the eye of the world, tes bcaut_ies b',' look-
ing on them) fee, I uw, v Ei

ter’d the airs of all its heads in \uul ::,a}it:nce .

and with what {neaking city attitudes our moft

4|
K
1

celebrated perfonages appear, in the mere mor-
tal works of our painters.

M. Fortefcue is much yours ; Gay comme-
morates you ; and lafily (to climb by juit fteps
and degrecs) my Lord Bur lington defires you
may be put in mind of him. His gardens flou-

rifh,
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rith, his ftructures rife, his piCures arrive, and
(what 1s far more valuable than all) his own
good qualities daily extend themfelves to all
about him : of whom I the meaneft (next, to
fome Italian Fidlers, and Englith Bricklayers)
am a living inftance, Adieu.

LE T P - T

To the {fame.
Nov. 14, 1716.

F I had not done my utmoft to lead my life

{o pleafantly as to forget all misfortunes, I
thould tell you I reckoned your abfence no {mall
one ; but I hope you have alfo had many good
and pleafant reafons to forget your friends on
this fide the world. . If a with could tranf{port
me to you and your prefent companions, Icould
do the fame. Dr. Swift, I believe, is a very
good landlord, and a chearful hoft at his own
table : 1 fuppofe he has perfeétly learnt him-
felf, what he has taught {o many others, rupra
non infanire lagena : elfe he would not makea
proper hoft for your humble {fervant, who {you
know) tho’ he drinks a glafs as feldom as any
man, contrives to break one as often. But ’tis
a confolation to me, that I can do this, and

many other enormities, under my own roof.
I But
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