BIBLIOTHEK

UNIVERSITATS-
PADERBORN

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

V. To the same.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

220 i SR e S s s

o

4
&
=

| D e R D > R 7
To the fame,

Nov. 29, 1416.

YHAT you have not heard from me o
late, afcribe not to the ufual lazinefs o
your correfpondent, but to a ramble to Oxford,
where your name is mentioned with honour,
even in a land flowing with Tories. I had the
good fortune there to be often in the converfation
of Doctor Clarke : He entertain’d me with fe-
veral drawings, and particularly with the origi-
nal defigns of I:Llcro Jones’s Whitehall. T there
faw and r h_;mccd fome of your firft pieces ;
vhich future painters are to look upon as we
Pocts do on the Culex of Virgil and Batrachom.
of Homer.

Having named this latter piece, give me leave
to afk what is become of Dr. Parnelle and his
Frogs®? Oblitufque meorum, oblivifeendus et 1llis,
might be Horace’s with, but will never be
mine while “*-vc fuch meorunts as Dr. Parnelle

and Dr. Swift. T hepe the Spring will reftore
you to us, and v.—nh you all the beauties and
colours of nature. Not but I congratulate you
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@ He tranflated the Batrachom. of Homer, which is
printed among{t his Poems.
en
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on the pleafure you muft take in being admir’d
in your own country, which fo feldom hap-
pens to Prophets and Poets: but in this you
hive the advantage of Poets; you are mafter of
an art that muft profper and grow rich, as long
as people love, or are proud of thcn;h.lvcc or
their own perfons. However, you have ﬂa}' d
long enough, methinks, to IW\:L painted all the
numberlefs Hiftories of old Ogygia. If you
have begun to be hiftorical, I recommend to
your hand the ftory which every pious Irifh-
man ought to begin with, that of St. Patrick ;
to the end you may be obliged (15 Dr. P. was,
vhen he tranflated the Batrachomuon rachia)
to come into England, to copy the Frogs, and
fuch other vermine as were never f{een in that
land fince the time of that Confefior,
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I long to fee you a Hiftory painter. You
- -

e .-r
] 7 1 - L 1
have already done enough for the private, do
- & - 2l -I| i 1" 1 % .
fomething for the public; and be not con-

fined, 11&(, the reft, to draw only fuch filly

ﬂulm s as our own faces tell of us. The An-
cients too expect you fhould do them ri ght
thofe Statues from: which you learned you
beautiful and noble Ideas, demand it as a
piece of gratitude from you, to make them
truly I‘;nown to all nations, in the account you
intend to write of their Characters, 1 hope
| & you
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you think more w mlml 7 than ever of that de-
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As to ‘,,om cnquiry about your houfe, when
I come within the w ,115, they put me in mlud
of thofe of (JHJ age, where your friend, like
the wandring T 1@).111,

angmum Piélura pafcit inan:.

For the fpacious manfion, like 2 Turkifh Ca-
ravanferah, entertains the vagabonds with only
bare lodging. I rule the family very ill, Is.t_en
bad hours, and lend out your pictures about
the town. See what it is to have a poet in your
houfe ! Frank indeed does all he can in fuch a
circumflance ; for, confidering he has a wild
beaft in it, he couihntl** keeps the door chain’d:

Every time it is open d, the links rattle, the
rufty hinges roar. 'The houfe feems fo fenfible
that you are its fupport, that it is ready to drop
in your abfence ; but I fill truft myfelf under
its roof, as depending that Providence will pre-
ferve fo many Raphael’s, Titian’s, and Guido’s,
a$ are lodged in your Cabinet. Surely the fins

* Mr. Pope ufed to fay he | deep in military Architec-
had had an acqu '51.1':‘.:1(:{: | ture, without a line of Ma-
with three eminent Painters, | thematics; the other in the
none of which had common | doélrine of Fate, without a
fenfe. Inftead of w‘u ng | principle of Philofophy ; and
tmm" lves on their perform- | the third in the tranflation of
ances in that art, where they v | Don Quixote without a
all had merit; the one was | word of Spanifh,
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of one Poet can hardly be fo heavy, as to bring

an old houfe over Ehu nc-;=d~a of fo many Paint-

ers. In a word, ‘*'Jurh*'v s falling ; but what
of that ? I am only a lodger "".
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The Hon. Mr. CracGs to Mr. PoPE.
Paris, Sept. 2, 1716.
a AS'T poft brought me the favour of your
A 4 letter of the 1oth Aug. O.S. It would
be taking too much upon me to decide, that
it was a witty one; I never pretend to more
judgment than to know what pleafes me, and
can aflure

‘ou, it was a very ag |\l,,’"‘1L one.

h-l-. Ll

The prouf can give you of my finc erity in this

opinion, is, that I hope and defire you would

not ﬂ'cnp at HT"-*, but L’}Ilf'ii';-il“ more of them.
4 1
I am in a place where pleafure is contin :‘lhy

flowing. The Princes fet the example; anc
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the ﬂll‘:lcgn follow at a diftance. The Ladies
are of all parties®, by which s the conver-

{ation of the men is very much 1r_ntmc:.1 and
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fathioned from thofe blunt difputes on Politics,

-‘-T‘1r'1 sariech 1ef{ie swe are ~ oniltv of - ‘l - l

and rougin JE1LS, ' WE arc 10 gulii} Of 5 Wille tic
¢ Alluding to the ftory of the Irifhman.
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