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figning men, and which makes me always
(even by a natural bond) their friend; there-
fore believe me very affeGionately

Your, &c.

LETTER VI

Rev. Dean*BerxrLry, to Mr. Po?PE

E Have long had it in my thoughts to tmuh
you with a let tter, but was micoumncd for
want of fomething that T could thmk worth
{ending fifteen hum red miles, Italy is fuch an
exhaufted fubje@, that, Idare fay, you’d eafily
forgive my faying nothing of it ; and the ima-
gination of a Poet is a thing fo nice and deli-
cate, that it is no eafy matter to find out images
capable of giving pleafure to one of the fu-v,
who (in any age) have come up to that cha-
ralter. I am neverthelefs lately returned from
an ifland, where 1 }w.uﬂ three or four months ;
which, were it fet cut in its true colours, might,
methinks, amufe you agreeably enough for a
minute or two. The ifland Inarime is an epi-

a Afterwards Bifhop of | and Philonous, the Minute

loyne in Ireland, Author | Philofopher, &c. P.
of the Dialogues of Hylas

Y 4 tome
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tome of the whole earth, containing within the

compafs of eighteen miles V
of hills, xalea, 1';:3;&1 rocks, fruicful plains;
and barren mountains, all thrown together in a

1 ;-
3 L._-".\-E'Inﬁ.l'{'lﬂ‘lj L

moft romantic confufion. The air is in the
hotteft feafon conitantly refrefhed b_}: cool

breezes from the fea. Thc vales produce ex-
cellent wheat and Indian corn, but are m oftly
covered with vineyards, intermix’d with fruit-
trees. Befides the common kinds, as cherries,
apricots, peaches, &c. they produce oranges,
limes, almc nds, ],omeo’x anates, figs, water-
melons, and many other fruits unknown to our
climates, vﬂmn lie every where open to the
paffeng: The hills are the preate p;m co-
vered to L'Izr:-; top with vines, {omme > with chefput
sroves, and others with thickets of myrtle and
The fields in the northern fide are
divided by hedge ‘f”\\a oi'" myrtle.  Several
fountains and rvu thb | to the lthut}, of this
Iﬂnuiuif,c which is II{&L\.\ ile fet off by the va-
riety of ﬂmm barren f{pots, and naked rocks.
But that which crowns the fcene, 1s a large
mountain, rifing out of the middle of the ifland
(onee a terrible Volcano, by the ancients called

-

Mons Epomeus) its lower parts are adorned
with vines, and other fruits ; .the middle affords
paﬁwe to flocks of goats and {heep; and the
top is a fandy pointed rock, from which you

' have
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have the fineft profpect in the world, furveying
at one view, bdn es feveral pleafant iflands ly-
ing at your feet, a tract of Italy about three hun-
dred miles in lf.nc“ h, fmn" the promontory of
Antium to the Lapc. f Palinurus: the greater
part of which hath been {ung by Homer and
Virgil, as making a confiderable part of the
travels and adventures of theirtwo Heroes. The
Iflands Caprea, Prochyta, and Parthenope, to-
gether with Cajeta, Cama, Monte Mifeno, the
habitations of Circe, the Syrens, and the Lz-
ftrigones, the bay of Naples, the promontory
of Minerva, and the whole Campagnia felice,
make but a part of this noble landfcape ; which
would demand an imagination as warm, ‘and
numbers as flowing as your own, to defcribe it.
The inhabitants of this delicious ifle, as they
are without riches and honours, fo are they
without the vices and follies that attend them ;
and ‘were they but as much firangers to re-
venge, as they are to avarice and mﬂ,.du.‘: 1‘1(:};
might in fact anfwer the p:g-::m::w_l notions of the
golden age. But they have got, as an alloy to
their happinefs, an ill habit of murdering one
another on flight offences. We had an inftance
of this the !u:ond night after our arrival, a youth
of eighteen being ihot dead by our door: and
yet by the fole fecret of minding our own bufi-
nefs, we found a means of living {ecurely among

thefe
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thefe dangerous people. Would you know how
we pafs the time at Naples ? Our chief enter-
tainment is the devotion of our neighbours :
befides the  gaiety of their Churches (where
folks go to fee what they call una bella Devo-
Zione (i.e.) a fort of religious opera) they
make fireworks almoft every week, out of de-
votion ; the ftreets are often hung with arras,
out of devotion ; and (what is ftill more ftrange)
the ladies invite gentlemen to their houfes and
treat them with mufic and {weatmeats, out of
devotion ; in a word, were it not for this devo-
tion of its inhabitants, Naples would have little
elfe to recommend it, befide the air and fitua.
tion. Learning is in no very thriving ftate here,
as indeed no where elfc in Italy ; however,
among many pretenders, fome men of tafte are
to be met with. A friend of mine told me not
long fince, that, being to vifit Salvini at Flo-
rence, he found him reading your Homer: he
liked the notes extremely, and could find no
other fault with the verfion, but that he thought
it approached too near a paraphrafe ; which
thews him not to be fufficiently acquainted with
our language. I with you health to go on with

e
(o)

that noble work, and when you have that, I
need not with you fuccefs, You will do me
the juftice to believe, ‘that whatever relates to
your welfare is fincerely withed by
Your, &c.
3BT TR
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