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which I have chofen for the fubject of a letter.
I dropt him as foon as I got to Oxford, and
paid a vifit to my Lord Carleton at Middleton.

The converfations I enjoy here are not to be
prejudiced by my pen, and the pleafures from
them only to be equal’d when I meet your
Lordfhip. I hope ina few days to caft myfelf
from your horfe at your feet.

I am, &c.

U D i e D PSR B
To the Duke of BuckincHAM.

(In anfwer to a Letter in which he inclofed the De-
fcription of Buckingham-houfe, written by him

to the D. of Sh.)

LINY was one of thofe few author,
who had a warm houfe over his heads
nay two houfes, as appears by two of his epi-
ftles, I believe, if any of his contemporary
authors durft have inform’d the public where
they lodged, we thould have found the gar-
rets of Rome as well inhabited, as thofe of
Fleet-ftreet ; but ’tis dangerous to let creditors
into fuch a fecret, therefore we may prefume
that then, as well as now-a-days, no body knew

where they lived but their Bookfellers,
Z 4 It
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It feems, that when Virgil came to Rome
1
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Noéte '-":‘f.:{*f fofta —an u[\ ervation which proba-
biy he 'L;u not made, unlefs he had lain -all
ni "Pt 1n the ftreet.

T

himfelf to Aur*uiun bv an

\”."p re ;;1*\'-;;-:'!.:_11 lived we cannot affirm ; but
in one of his fatyrs he complains of the excel

five price of le odgings ; neither do I believe he
would have talk’d fo feelingly of Codrus’s
bed, if there had been.room for a bedfellow
in it,

I believe, with-all the oflentation of Pliny,

}L; would Have Deen 15 to have ':,,i:l'.fp.f-_;{'_,l_l both

] s : - | BEE
ny's 11011[:: with an eye to yours, but
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they will bear no con ‘.l‘ul[hbj will try 1t 1t.can
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be matched by the lai rege country ieat i inhabit

: _ ,
H - - g e oyl e e . ~ YT i |7«
at I’Lq..lx:'r'... and fee what figure 1t may make

by the m.p of a florid defcription.

03 ! 1
You muft expect not hing regular in my de-
{cription, any more than in the houfe ; the

whole vaft edifice is {o disjointed; and the feveral
parts
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parts of it {o C‘--;f:y;‘._'lfd one from the other, and
yet {o joining again, one cannot tell how, that,
in one of my poetical fits, I imagined it had
been a village in Amphion’s time, where the
cottages hau;“gt ken a country dance together,
had bum all out, and fiocod ftone-ftill with
aimazement ever ili‘-CC_

You muft excufe me, if I fay nothing of the
Front; indeed I don’t I;now which itis. A
{tranger v-'m:}d be r}'rici.-'cm‘ﬁ y difmpminu“cﬂ who

] +

~ndeavour’d to g€ t into this houfe the ri 1 ht w vay.

F i) {‘:

11 P T 1 - ) 1""' ol r
One would reaionably c';;xu after f‘i entry
: |
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alas
not ]1111” lefs ! you find yourfelf in the ﬂuuﬁi of
office. From the parlour you think to ftep into
the drawing-room, but upon opening the iron-
nail’d door, you are convinced by a flight of

Q- DC ;"..". 11!.;.; Ll1

birds about your ears, and a cloud of duft in
vour eves, that it is the Pizeon-houfe.  If you

come into the L‘.Tzf.l;:'lc!j you find its altars, like
thofe of the Ancients, continually {moak-
ing, but it is with ihe fteams of the adjoining
kitchin.

The great hall within is high and {pacious,
flank’d on one fide with a very long table, a
true image of anclent hc -rmt“.':ity: the walls are
all over ornamented with monftrous horas of
animals, about twenty broken pikes, ten or a
dozen blunderbufles, and a rufty matchlock
mufquet




346 L'ET'TERS T0 AnD

mulfquet or two, which we were inform’d had
ferv’d in the civil wars. Here is one vaft arch’d
window beautifully darken’d with divers fcut-
cheons of painted glafs : one thining pane in
particular bears date 1286, which alone pre-
ferves the memory of a Knight whofe iron ar-
mour is long fince perithed with ruft, and whofe
alabafter nofe is moulder’d from his monument.
The face of dame Eleanor in another piece owes
more to that fingle pane than to all the glaffes
fhe ever confulted in her life. After this, who
can {ay that glafs is frail, when it is not half
fo frail as human beauty, or glory ! and yet I
can’t but figh to think that the moft authentic
record of {o ancient a family fhould lie at the
mercy of every infant who flings a ftone. In
former days there have dined in this hall gar-
ter’d Knights, and courtly Dames, attended by
uthers, fewers, and fenefchals; and yet it was
but laft night, that an owl flew hither and mif-
took it for a barn.

This hall lets you (up and down) over a very
high threfhold into the great parlour. Its con-
tents are a broken-belly’d virginal, a couple of
cripled velvet chairs, with two or three mill-
dew’d pictures of mouldy anceftors, who look
as difmally as if they came frefh from hell with
all their brimftone about them ; thefe are care-
fully fet at the farther corner, for the windows

being
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being every where broken make it fo convenient
a [‘Lu,c. to dry poppies and muftard {eed, that the
room is appropriated to that ufe.

Next this parlour, as I faid before, lies the
pigeon-houfe, by the fide of which runs an en-
try, which lets you on one hand and t’other 1n-
to a bed-chamber, a butt-:ry, and a fmall hole
call’d the chaplain’s ftudy : then follow a brew-
houfe, a little green and gilt parlour, and the
great ftairs, under which is the dairy; a little
farther on the right the fervants hall, and by
the fide of it up fix fteps, the old lady’s clofet
for her private devotions ; which has a lettice
into the hall, intended (as we imagine) that at
fame time as fhe pray’d, fhe might have an
eye on the men and maids. There are upon
the ground-floor in all twenty {ix apartments,
among which I muft not forget a chamber
which has in it a large Antiquity of timber, that
{eems to have been either a bedftead, or a cy-

der- mclb.
'E l

citchen is built in form of the Rotunda,
being one vaft vault to the top of the Houfe;
W hexc one overture {erves to let out the {fmoke,
and let in the light. By the bl acknefs of the
walls, the circular fires, vaft cauldrons, yawn-
ing mouths of ovens and furnaces, you would
th nk it either the forge of Vulcan, the cave of
Polypheme, or the temple of Moloc:h The

horror
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horror of this place has made fuch an impref-
fion on the country people, that they. believe
the Witches keep their Sabbath here, and that
onee a year the Devil treats them with. infernal
venifon, a roafled Tiger fuffPd with ten-penny
nails,

Above ftairs we have a number of rooms:
you never pafs out of one into another but by
the afcentor defcent of two or. three ftairs, Our
beft room is very, long and low, of the exad
proportion of a Band-box., In moft of thefe
rooms there are hangings of the fineft work in
the world, that is to fay, thofe which Arachne
{pins from her own bowels. Were it not for this
only furniture, the whole would, be a miferable
fcene of naked walls, flaw’d cielings, broken
windows, and rufty locks. The roofis fo de-
cay’d, that after a favourable thower we may
expect a crop.of mufhrooms between the chinks
of our floors. All the doogs are 3s little and low
as thofe to the cabbins of Packet-boats, Thefe
rooms have for many years had no other inha-
bitants than certain rats, whofe very age renders
hem worthy of this Seat, for the very rats of
this venerable houfe are grey : fince thefe have
not yet quitted it, we hope at leaft that this an-
cient manfion may not fall during the {fmall
remnant thele poor animals have to hve, who
Ar¢ nOw tooinfirm to remove to another. There

1S

~
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s yet a {mall ‘fubfiftance left them in the few
remaining ‘books of ‘the Library.

We had never feen half what I had defcribed,
but for a ftarch’d grey-headed Steward, who is
as'much an "‘Iltlf‘dlty as any in this place, and
looks like an old 'family pi¢ture walked out of its
frame. He entertain’d us 2as we p'lﬁ;’d from
room ‘to room with {everal relations of the fa-
mily ; but his obfervations were patticularly cu-
rious when we came to the cellar: he inform-
ed us where ftood the triple rows of buts of
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fack, and where were ranged the bottles of tent,
for toafts ina'morning ; ‘he pointed to the ftands
that fupported ‘the iron-hoop’d hogtheads of
ftrong beer; then f"c—ppisw to a corner, he lugg’d
out the tatter 'd' fra
-’:ur-'*- ““ This (fa

Thomas ! ¢ mu mafter of :ﬂl this drink. He

gments of an unframed pic-
ys he, with tears) was poor Sir

ks h'u! two {ons, poor young mafters | who ne-
“ver uwd to the age f]FE}ls beer ; they both
£t ff..l ll'in this very room, and never went ot

¢ on-their own legs.’

He could not pafs by a

heap of broken bottles without takine upa
; o

piece, 'to fhow us the Arms of the family upon

k
1

it. ‘He then led us up the Tower by dark wind-
ing {tone i'*';':-;. which la

nded us into feveral lit-
tl\. rooms oneabove another., One of 111 fe'was

mil’d up, and our D”IdL \“h:fp:: d to usas a
fecret the occafion of it : It feems the courfet J
i

Ldid
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this noble blood was a little mnterrupted about
two centuriesago, bya freak of the lady Frances,
who was here taken in the fact with a neigh-
bouring Prior, ever fince which the room his
been nailed up, and branded with the name of
the Adultery-Chamber. The ghoft of lady
Frances is fuppofed to walk there, and fome
prying maids of the family report that they have
feen a lady in a fardingale through the key-hole ;
but this matter is hutht up, and the fervants are
forbid to talk of it.

I muft needs have tired you by this long de-
fcription : but what engaged me in it, was a
generous principle to preferve the memory of
that, which itfelf muft foon fall into duft, 2y
perhaps part of it, before this letter reaches
your hands.

Indeed we owe this old houfe the fame kind
of gratitude that we do to an old friend, who
harbours us in his declining condition, nay even
in his laft extremities. How fit 1s this retreat
for uninterrupted ftudy, where no one that
pafles by can dream there is an inhabitant, and
even thofe who would dine with us darenot ftay
under our roof! Any one that fees it will own I
could not have chofen a more likely place to con-
verfe with the dead in. I had been mad indeed
if I had left your Grace forany one but Homer.

But when I return to the living, I fhall have
the
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the fenfe to endeavour to converfe with the beft
of them, and fhall therefore as foon as pofiible
tell you in perfon how much I am, &c.

| 0 D o el t T

The D. of BuckincguaMm to Mr. Pore,

O U defire my opinion as to the late dif-

pute in France concerning Homer : And
I think it excufable (at an age alas! of not much
pleafure) to amufe myfelf a little in taking no-
tice of a controverfy, than which nothing is at
prefent more remarkable (even in a nation who
value themfelves fo much upon the Belles Let-
tres) both on account of the illuftrious fubje&
of it, and of the two perfons ingaged in the
quarrel,

The one is extraordinary in all the Lyric
kind of Poetry, even in the opinion of his very
adverfary. The other a Lady (and of more
value for being fo) not only of great Learn-
ing, but with a Genius admirably turn’d to
that fort of it which moft becomes her Sex for
foftnefs, genteelnefs, and promoting of virtue;
and fuch as (one would think) is not {o liable
as other parts of {cholarfhip, to rough difputes,
or violent animofity.

Yet
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