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the fenfe to endeavour to converfe with the beft
of them, and fhall therefore as foon as pofiible
tell you in perfon how much I am, &c.

| 0 D o el t T

The D. of BuckincguaMm to Mr. Pore,

O U defire my opinion as to the late dif-

pute in France concerning Homer : And
I think it excufable (at an age alas! of not much
pleafure) to amufe myfelf a little in taking no-
tice of a controverfy, than which nothing is at
prefent more remarkable (even in a nation who
value themfelves fo much upon the Belles Let-
tres) both on account of the illuftrious fubje&
of it, and of the two perfons ingaged in the
quarrel,

The one is extraordinary in all the Lyric
kind of Poetry, even in the opinion of his very
adverfary. The other a Lady (and of more
value for being fo) not only of great Learn-
ing, but with a Genius admirably turn’d to
that fort of it which moft becomes her Sex for
foftnefs, genteelnefs, and promoting of virtue;
and fuch as (one would think) is not {o liable
as other parts of {cholarfhip, to rough difputes,
or violent animofity.

Yet
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Yet it has fo happen’d, that no writers,
even about Divinity itfelf, have been more out-
ragious or wuncharitable than thefe two polite
authors ; by fuffering their judoments to be a
little warped (if I may ufe that expreffion) 3},-"
the heat of, their eager inclinations, to attack o
defend {o great an Author under debate. I wifh
for'the fake of the public, which is'now {o W‘ll
entertained by their quarrel, it may not end at
laft in their agreeing to blame a third man who
1s fo prefumptuous as'to ‘cenfure both, if they
thould chance to hear of it.

To begin with matter of fa&t. M. D’Acier
has well judg’d, that the beft of all Poets cer-
tainly deferved a better tranflation, at'leaft into
French profe, becaufe to fee it dt.:m; in verfe
was defpair’d of : T believe indeed, from adefeét
in'that language, incapable of mounting to any
degree of excellence fuitable to fo very ‘greatan
undertaking.

She has not only perform’d this tafk as well
as profe can do it, (which is mdecd but as the
wrong fide of ‘tapeftryis able to ‘reprefent the
right *) the has added to it alfo ‘many learned
and ufeful annotations. With all. which ‘fhe
moft obligingl uul“f ted not only her own fex,
but moft of ;mrs rnorant of the Greek, and
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confequently her adverfary himfelf, who frank-
by 1c-;i1f‘m]ul%s that ignorance.

*Tis no wonder therefore, if, in doing this,
fhe is grown fo enamout’d of that unfpeakably-
f,:h;u‘mmg Author, as to have a kind of horror
'»H: the leaft mention of a man bold enough to

blame him,

Now as to M. de la Motte, he being already
defervedly famous for all forts of Lyric poctry,
was fo far introduced by her into thofe beauties
of the Epic kind (tho” but in that way of tranf-
cafure and hope of
reputation, by attempting ;E)ﬂ? in verfe, which
had been applauded fo ek for The difficulty
of doing it evenin profe; knowing how this,
well executed, muft extremely tranfcend the

other.
But, as great Poets ar little apt to think

they have an ancient :'ignt of being excus’d for
vanity on all occafions, he was not content to
out=do M. D’Acier, but endeavour’d to out-do
Homer himfelf, and all that ever in any age or
nation went before him in the {fame enterprize ;
oy leaving out, altering, or adding whatéver
e tf,rm .12 bett.
A’Imm this prefumptuous attempt, Homer

11 defended, as not
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lvas been in all times {o wel
to need my {mall afiiftance; yet, I muit needs
fay, his excellencies are fuch, that for their fakes
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he deferves a much gentler touch for his feem-
ing errors, Thefe if M. de la Motte had tranf-
lated as well as the reft, with an apology for
having retain’d them only out of meer venera-
tion ; his judgment, in my opinion, would have
appear’d much greater than by the beft of his
alterations, though I admit them to be written
very finely. I join with M. de la Motte in
wondering at fome odd things in Homer, but
’t1s chiefly becaufe of his fublime ones, I was
about to fay his divine ones, which almoft fur-
prize me at finding him any where in the falli-
ble condition of human nature.

And now we are wondering, Iam in a diffi-
culty to guefs what can be the reafon of thefe
exceptions againft Homer, from one who has
him{elf tranflated him, contrary to the general
cuftom of tranflators. Is there not a little of that
init? I mean to be fingular, in getting above
the title of a Tranflator, tho’ fufficiently ho-
nourable in this cafe. For fuch an ambition
no body has lefs occafion, than one who is {fo
fine a Poet in other kinds ; and who muft have
too much wit to believe, any alteration of an-
other can intitle him to the denomination of an
Epic Poet himfielf: tho’ no man in this age
feems more capable of being a good one, if the
French tongue would bear it. Yet in his tran{-
lation he has done too well, toleave any doubt

: (with
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(with all his faults) that her’s can be ever par-
ctllcl d with it.

Befides he could not be ignorant, that find-
ing faults is the moft eafly and vulgar part of a
critic ; whereas nothing fhews fo much fkill
and tafte both, as the being throughly fenfible
of the {ublimeft excellencies.

What can we Lq, in excufe of all this? Hu-
manunm eff errare : Since as good a Poct as, I be-
lieve, the French language is capable of, and as
tharp a Critic as any nation can produce, has
h} too much cenfuring Homer {ubjected a tranf-
lation to cenfure, t}mt would havc otherwife
ftood the teft of the fevereft adverfary.

But fince he would needs chufe that wrong
way of criticifm, I wonder he mifs’d a {tone {o eafy
to be thrown againft Homer, not for his filling
the Iliad with fo much flaughter (for that isto
be excufed, fince a War 1s not C?p;l'[‘le of being
defcribed without it) but with fo many various
particulars of wounds and horror, as ihu w the
writer (I am: fraid) {o delighted that way him
(elf, as not the leaft to doubt his reader IJ._II]'J'
fo alfo. Like Spanioletta, whofe difmal pic-
tures are the more difagreeable for being always
{o very movingly painted. Even Hector’s laft
parting from his fon and Andromache hardly
makes us amends for his body’s being drag % 'd
thrice round the town. M. de la Motte in his
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ftrongeft objection about that difmal combat,
has fufficient caufe to blame his inraged adver-
fary ; who here gives an inftance that it is jm-
poffible to be violent without committing {fome
miftake ; her paffion for Homer blinding her
too much to perceive the very grofleft of his
failings. By which warning I am become a lit-
tle more capable of impartiality, though in a
difpute about that very Poet for whom I have
the greateft veneration,

M. D’Acier might have confider'd a little,
that whatever were the motives of M. de la
Motte to fo bold a proceeding, it could not
darken that fame which T am fure fhe thinks
fhines fecurely even after the vain attempts of
Plato himfelf againft it ; caus’d only perhaps by
a like reafon with that of Madam D’Acier’s
anger againft M. de la Motte, namely, the
finding that in profe his genius (great as it was)
could not be capable of the fublime heights of
poetry, which therefore he banifh’d out of his
common-wealth,

Nor were thefe objeGions to Homer any
more leflening of her merit in tranflating him
as well as that way is capable of, viz. fully,
plainly, and elegantly, than the moft admira-
ble verfes can be any difparagement to as ex-

cellent profe,
The




rroM SEVERAL PERSONS. 357
The beft excufe for all this violence is, its
being in a caufe which givés a kind of reputa-
tion even to fuffering, notwithftanding ever {o

('8 ]

ill a management of it.

The worft of defending even Homer in fuch
a paffionate manner, is its being more a proof
of her weaknefs, than of his being liable to
none, For what ig it can excufe Homer any
more than He@or, for: flying at the firft fight
of Achilles ? whofe terrible “afpect fure needed
not fuch an inexcufable fright to fet it off ; and
methinks all that account of Minerva’s reftoring
his dart to Achilles, comes a little too late, for
excufing Hector’s o terrible apprehenfion at the

very firft.

1LE-T T E R -XHL

To the Duke of BUCKINGHAM,
Sept. 1, 1718.

Am much honour’d by your Grace’s com=
pliance with my requeft, m giving me your
opinion of the French difpute concerning Ho-
mer. And I fhall keep my word, in fairly tel-
ling wherein I difagree from you. Itis but in
two or three very {mall points, not {o much of
the difpute, as of the parties concern’d init, I
Aa3j cannot
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