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office is now the fecond door on the left hand
in Dover-ftreet, where he will be glad to fee
Dr. Parnelle, “Mr. Pope, and his old friends, to
whom he can ftill afford a half pint of claret.
t is with fome pleafure that he contemplates
the world ftill bufy, and all mankind at work
for him. - I have feen a letter from Dean Swift;
he keeps up his noble {pirit, and tho’ like a
man knock’d down, you may behold him ftill
with a ftern countenance, and aiming a blow
at his adverfaries. I will add no more, being
i hafte, only that I will never forgive you if
you don’t ufe my aforefaid houfe in Dover-
ftreet with the fame freedom as you did that in
St. James’s ; for as our friendfhip was not be-
gun upon the relation of a courtier, fo I hope
it will not end with it. I will always be proud
to be reckon’d amongft the number of your
friends and humble fervants.

E BT B RasXN

To Dr. ARsuTHNOT.
Sept. 10.
I Am glad your Travels delighted you; im-
prove you, I am fure, they could not; you

are not fo much a youth as that, tho’ you run

about with a King of fixteen, and (what makes
him
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him ftill more a child) a King of Frenchmen.
My own time has been more melancholy, fpent
in an attendance upon death, which has feized
one of our family : my mother is fomething
better, though at her advanced age every day is
a clima&eric. There was joined to this an in-
difpofition of my own, which I cught to look
upon as a {light one compared with my mother’s
becaufe my life is not of half the confequence
to any body that her’s is to me. . All thefe in-
cidents have hinder’d my more {peedy reply to
your obliging letter.

The article you enquire of, is of as little
concern to me as you defire it {hould’; namely
the railing papers about the Odyfley. If the
book has merit, it will extinguifh all fuch nafty
fcandal; as the Sun puts an end to ftinks, mere-
ly by coming out.

I with I had nothing to trouble me more ;
an honeft mind is not in the power of any dif-
honeft one. To break its peace, there muft be

fome guilt or confcioufnefs, which is inconfif-
tent with its own principles. Not but malice

and injuftice have their day, like fome poor

{hort-lived vermine that die in fhooting their

own ftings. Falthood is Folly (fays Homer)

and liars and calumniators at laft hurt none but

themfelves, even in this world : in the next, tis

eharity to fay, God have mercy oa them! they

were
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were the devil’s vicegerents upon earth, who is
the father of lies, :md I fear, has arig I it to dif~
pr“ of his children.

I've had an occafion to make thefe refle@tions
of late more juftly than from any thing that
concerns my writings, for it is one that cons=
cerns my morals, and (which I ought to be as
tender of as my own) the good chara@er of an-
other very innocent perfon, who I’m fure fhares
your friendthip nolefs than I do. No creature
has better natural diipuntlons, or would a&
more rightly or reafonably in every duty, did
the a& by herfelf, or from herfel f but you
know it is the misfortune of that ﬂum ly to be
governed like a thip, I mean the Head guided
by the Tail, and that by every wind that blows
in it,

L'E'FTER XVIL

M:. PorE to the Earl of Ox 7o r D,

My LDRD, O&.:I,r;—‘ar.

O UR Lordfhip may be furpriz’d at the
liberty I take in writing to you ; tho’ you

will allow me always to In,m:.mber that you
once permitted me that honour, in conjun&ion
with fome others who better deferved it. 1
hope




	Seite 362
	Seite 363
	Seite 364

