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were the devil’s vicegerents upon earth, who is
the father of lies, :md I fear, has arig I it to dif~
pr“ of his children.

I've had an occafion to make thefe refle@tions
of late more juftly than from any thing that
concerns my writings, for it is one that cons=
cerns my morals, and (which I ought to be as
tender of as my own) the good chara@er of an-
other very innocent perfon, who I’m fure fhares
your friendthip nolefs than I do. No creature
has better natural diipuntlons, or would a&
more rightly or reafonably in every duty, did
the a& by herfelf, or from herfel f but you
know it is the misfortune of that ﬂum ly to be
governed like a thip, I mean the Head guided
by the Tail, and that by every wind that blows
in it,

L'E'FTER XVIL

M:. PorE to the Earl of Ox 7o r D,

My LDRD, O&.:I,r;—‘ar.

O UR Lordfhip may be furpriz’d at the
liberty I take in writing to you ; tho’ you

will allow me always to In,m:.mber that you
once permitted me that honour, in conjun&ion
with fome others who better deferved it. 1
hope
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hope you will not wonder I am ftill defirous to
have you think me your g tratci"nl and faithful
fervant ; but, I own, 1 havc an ambition yet far-
ther, to have others think me io, which is the
occafion I give your Lordfhip the trouble of
this. Poor Parnell, before he died, left me the
charge of publithing thefe few remains of his:
I have a ftrong defire to make them, their au-
thor, and their publither, more confiderable,
by addreffing and dedicating them all to you.
Thu is a pleafure in bc:-.:'i:';g teftimony to
truth, and a vanity }.,m ps, which at leaft i
as excufable as any vanity can be. I beg you,
my Lord, to allow me to gratify it in prefixing
this paper of honeft verfes to the book. I{end
the book itfelf, which, I dare fay, you’ll receive
more fatisfaGtion in perufing, than you can
from any thing written upon the “,M,ft of
yourfelf, Therefore I am a good deal in doubt,
whether you will care for fuch an addition to
it. All I thall fay for it is, that ’tis the only
dedication I ever writ, and fhall be the only
one, whether you accept of it or not : for T will
not bow the knee to a lefs man than my Lord
Oxford, and Iexpet to fee no greater in my
time,

After all, if your I_ouﬂﬂp will tell my Lord
Harley that I muit not do this, you may de-

1- % ] o L
pend upon a fuppreffion of thefe verfes (the
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only copy whereof I fend you) but you never
fhall fupprefs that great, fincere, and entire re-
{pect, with which I am always,
My Lord,
Your, &c.

LE-TTER XVII.
The Earl of Oxrorp to Mr. Porr,

ST R Bramton Caftle, Nov. 6, 1721,

I Received your packet, which could not but
give me great pleafure, to fee you preferve
an old friend in your memory ; for it muft
needs be very agrecable to be remember’d by
thofe we highly value. But then how much
fhame did it caufe me, when I read your very
fine verfes enclos’d ? my mind reproach’d me
how far fhort I came of what your great friend-
fhip and delicate pen would partially deferibe
me. You afk my confent to publith it : to
what ftreights doth this reduce me? I look
back indeed to thofe evenings I have ufefully
and pleafantly {pent, with Mr. Pope, Mr. Par-
nel, Dean Swift, the Doctor, &c. I thould be
glad the world knew You admitted me to your
friendthip, and fince your affetion is too hard
for your judgment, I am contented to let the
world
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