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366 LETTERS 70 Anp

only copy whereof I fend you) but you never
fhall fupprefs that great, fincere, and entire re-
{pect, with which I am always,
My Lord,
Your, &c.

LE-TTER XVII.
The Earl of Oxrorp to Mr. Porr,

ST R Bramton Caftle, Nov. 6, 1721,

I Received your packet, which could not but
give me great pleafure, to fee you preferve
an old friend in your memory ; for it muft
needs be very agrecable to be remember’d by
thofe we highly value. But then how much
fhame did it caufe me, when I read your very
fine verfes enclos’d ? my mind reproach’d me
how far fhort I came of what your great friend-
fhip and delicate pen would partially deferibe
me. You afk my confent to publith it : to
what ftreights doth this reduce me? I look
back indeed to thofe evenings I have ufefully
and pleafantly {pent, with Mr. Pope, Mr. Par-
nel, Dean Swift, the Doctor, &c. I thould be
glad the world knew You admitted me to your
friendthip, and fince your affetion is too hard
for your judgment, I am contented to let the
world
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world know how well Mr. Pope can write up-
on a barren f{ubject., I return you an exa&t
copy of the verfes, that I may keep the Ori-
ginal, as a teftimony of the only error. you
have been guilty of. I hope very fpeedily to
embrace you in London, and to affure you of
the particular efteem and friendfhip wherewith
Iam

Your, &c.
OXFORD,
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