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REMINISCENCES.

CHAPTEE L

§7OU were both foentertained with the old ftories Itold you one eveninglately,

of what I recolle@ed te have feen and heard from my childhood of the
courts of king George the firft, and of his fon the prince of Wales (afterwards
George the fecond) and of the latter’s princefs, fince queen Caroline; and yon
exprelled fuch withes that I would commit thofe paffages (for they are {carce
worthy of the titleeven of anecdotes) towriting, that, having nogreater pleafure
than to pleafe you both, nor any more important or laudable occupation, I will
begin to fatisfy the repetition of your curiofity,—But obferve, I promile np
more than to éegin; for I not only cannot anfwer that I fhall have patience o
continue, but my memory is ftill fo freth, or rather {o retentive, of trifles
which firft made impreffion on it, that it is very poflible. my life  (turned of
feventy-one) may be exhaufted before my ftock 'of remembrances ; efpecially
as T am fenfible of the garrulity of old age, and of its eagernefs of relating
whatever it recolleéts, whether of moment or not. Thus, while I fancy I am
complying with you, I may only be indulging myfelf, and confequently may
wander into many digreflions for which you will not care a firaw, and which
may intercept the completion of my defign.  Patience, therefore, young la-
dies; and if you coin an old gentleman-into parratives, you muft éxpe@ a good
deal of alloy.” I engage for no method;no regularity, no polith. My narra~
tive will probably refemble fiege-picees, which are ftruck of any promifcuous
metals ; and, though ' they bear the imprefs of fome {overeign’s:name,, enly
{erve to quiet the garrifon for the moment, and afterwards are merely hoard-
ed by colle@ors and virtuofos, who think their feries not completes unle(s

‘they have even the coins of bafe metal of every reign.

eefiyop, TV, : Nan e i /&




274 REMINISCENGES.

As 1 date from my nonage, I muft have laid up no ftate-fecrets.  Moft of
the facts [ am going to tell you, though new to you and to moft of the prefent
age, were known perhaps at the time to my nurfe and my tutors,  Thus my
ftories will have nothing to do with hiltery.

Luckily there have appeared within thelc three months two publications, that
will ferve as precedents for whatever I am going to fay : I mean, Les fragmens
of the correfpondence of the duchefs of Orleans, and thofe of the Memoires of
the duc de St. Simon. Nothing more decoufu than both. They tell you what
they pleafe—or rather what their editors have pleafed to let them tell.

In one refped 1 fhall be lefs fatisfactory. They knew and were well ac-
quainted, or thought they were, with the charaters of their perlonages. 1
did not at ten years old penetrate characters; and as George L. died at the
period where my reminifcence begins, and was rathera good fort of man than
a fhining king ; and as the duchefs of Kendal was no genius, I heard very little
of either when he and her power were no more. In fa&, the reign of GeorgeI.
was little more than the proem to the hiftory of England under the houfe
of Brunfwic. That family was eftablithed here by {furmounting a rebellion ;
to which fettlemént perhaps the phrenfy of the South Sea {cheme contributed,
by diverting the national attention from the game of fattion to the delirium
of ftock-jobbing; and even faGion was fplit into frations by the quarrel be-
tween the king and the heir apparent—another interlude which authorifes me
to call the reign of George L. a proem to the hiftory of the reigning houfe of
Brunfwic, fo fuccefively agitated by parallel feuds.

Commengons.

As my firft hero was going off the ftage before I ought to have come upon it,
it will be neceflary to tell you, why the faid two perfonages happened to meet
juft two nights before they were to part for ever ; a rencounter that barely en-
ables me to give you a general idea of the former’s perfon and of his miftrefs’s
—or, as has been fuppofed, his wife’s.

As T was the youngeft by eleven years of fir Robert Walpole’s children by
his firft wife, and was extremely weak and delicate, as you fee me fill, ghough
with no conftitutional complaint till I had the gout after forty, and as my two

fifters
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fifters * were confumptive and died of confumptions, the fuppofed neceflary
care of me (and I have overheard perfons faying, * That child cannot poflibly
live”) fo engroffed the " attention of my mother, that compaflion and tender-
nels foon became extreme fondnefs: and as the infinite good nature of my fa-
ther never thwarted any of his children, he fuffered me to be too much in-
dulged, and permitted her to gratify the firft vehement inclination that ever I
exprefled, and which, as I have never fince felt any enthufiafin for royal per-
fons, I muft fuppofe that the female attendants in the family muft have put
into my head, 7o long to fee the hing. 'This childifh caprice was fo ftrong, that
my mother folicited the duchefs of Kendal to obtain for me the honour of
kifling his majefty’s hand before he fet out for Hanover.—A favour fo unufual
to be afked for a boy of ten years old, was flill too flight to be refufed to the
wife of the firft minifter for her darling child : yet not being proper to be
made a precedent, it was fettled to be in private and at night.

Accordingly, the night but one before the king began his laft journey, my
mother carried me at ten at night to the apartment of the countefs of Walfing-
ham *, on the ground-floor towards the garden at St. James’s, which opened
into that of her aunt the duchefs of Kendal ; apartments occupied by George II.
after his queen’s death, and by his fucceflive miftreffes, the countefles of Suffolk
and Yarmouth,

Notice being given that the king was come down to fupper, lady Walfing-
ham took me alone into the duchefs’s anti-room, “where we found alone the
king and her. Iknelt down, and kiffed his hand. He faid a few words to me,
and my condu&refs led me back to my mother.

The perfon of the king is as perfe&t in my memory asif I faw him but yef-
terday. It was that of an elderly man rather pale, and exadly like to his pic-
tures and coins ; not tall, of an afpe@ rather good than auguft, with adark tye
wig, a plain coat, waiftcoat and breeches of {nuff-coloured cloth, with ftock-
ings of the fame colour, and a blue ribband over all. So entirely was he my
objed, that I do not believe I once looked at the duchefs; but as I could not

* Katherine Walpole, and Mary vifcountefs of Kendal, created countefs of Walfingham, and

Malpas. afterwards married to the famous Philip Stan-

* Melufina Schulemberg, niece of the duchefs hope earl of Chefterfield,
Nan 2 avoid
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avoid fecing her on entering the room, I remember that juft beyond his ma=
jefty ftood a very tall, lean, ill-favoured old lady; but 1 did not retain the leaft
idea of her features, nor know what the colour of her drefs was.

My childifh loyalty, and the condefcenfion in gratifying it, were, 1 fuppofle,
caufes that contributed very foon afterwards to make me fhed a flood of tears
for that fovereign’s death, when with the other fcholars at Eton college I
walked in proceflion to the proclamation of the {ucceflor, and which (though
I think they partly fell becaufe I imagined it became the fon of a prime-mi-
nifter to be more concerned than other boys) were no doubt imputed by any
of the fpe@ators who were politicians, to my fears of my father’s moft pro-
bable fall, but of which I had not the {malleft conception ; nor fhould have
met with any more concern than [ did when it really arrived in the year
1742, by which time I had loft all tafte for courts and princes and power, as
was natural to one who never felt an ambitious thought for himfelf.

It muft not be inferred from her obtaining this grace for me, that the du-
chels of Kendal was a friend to my father. On the contrary, at that moment
the had been labouring to difplace him, and introduce lord Bolinbroke * inte
the adminiftration; on which I fhall fay more hereafter.

Tt was an inftance of fir Robert’s fingular fortune, or evidence of his talents,
that he not only preferved his power under two fucceffive monarchs, but in
fpite of the efforts of both their miftrefles 2 to remove him. It was perhaps
{till more remarkable, and an inftance unparalleled, that fir Rebert governed
George the firft in Latin, the king not fpeaking Englith 3, and his minifter ne:
German, nor even French. It was much talked of, that fir Robert, deteting
one of the Fanoverian minifters in fome trick or falfehoodbefore the king’s face,
bad the firmnefs to fay to the German, “ Mentiris, impudentiffime !”"—The

* The well-known Henry St. John, vifcount you been fo long in England,” faid the boy, *and
Dolinbroke, fecretary of ftate to queen Anne, don’t know whata chimney-{weeper is 2 Why,
on whofe death he fled and was attainted. they are like that man there”—pointing to lord

3 The duchefs of Kendal and lady Suffolk. Finch, afterwards earl of Winchelfea and Not-

3 Prince William (afterwards duke of Cum- tingham, of a family uncommonly fwarthy and
berland), then a child, being carried tohis grand-  dark,
father on his birth-day, the king afked him at
what hour he rofe. The prince replied, ©“ when * ;
the chimney-fweepers went about.”” “Vat is Sir Ch.Williams’s Ode to a Number of Great
de chimney-fweeper 2 faid the king. © Have Men; 1742

——*¢ the black funereal Finches—"

good-
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good-humoured monarch only laughed, as he often did when fir Robert com-
plained to him of his Hanoverians {elling places, nor would be perfuaded
that it was not the practice of the Englith court; and which an incident mufk
have planted in his mind with no favourable impreflion of Englith difintereft-
ednefs. ¢ This is a ftrange country ! faid bis majefty : ** the firft morning
after my arrival at St. James’s, I looked out of the window, and faw a park
with walks, a canal, 8c. which they told me were mine. The next day lord
Chetwynd, the ranger of my park, fent me a fine brace of carp out of my
canal ; and I was told [ muft give five guineas to lord Chetwynd’s fervant for
bringing me my own carp out of my own canal in my own park!”

I have faid that the duchefs of Kendal was no friend of fir Robert, and
wiihed to make lord Bolinbroke minifter in his room. I was too young to
know any thing of that reign, nor was acquainted with the political cabals of
the court, which however I might have learnt from my father in the three
years after his retirement ; but being too thoughtlefs at that time, nor having
your laudable curiofity, I neglected to inform myfelf of many paflages and
circumftances, of which I have often {ince regretted my faulty ignorance.

By what I can at prefent recolle&, the duchels feems to have been jealous of
fir Robert’s cfedit with the king, which he had acquired, not by paying court,
but by his fuperior abilities in the houle of commons, and by his knowledge
in finance, of which lord Sunderland and Craggs had betrayed their ignorance
in countenancing the South Sea fcheme; and who, though more agreeable to
the king, bad been forced to give way to Walpole, as the only man capable of
repairing that mifchief. The duchefs too might be alarmed ar his attachment
to the princefs of Wales, from whom, in cafe of the king’s death, her grace
could expe& no favour. Of her jealoufy I do know the following inftance
Queen Anne had beftowed the rangerfhip of Richmond new park on her
relations the Hydes for three lives, one of which was expired. King George,,
fond of fhooting, bought out the term of the laft earl of Clarendon and of his
fon lord Cornbury, and frequently fhot there, having appointed my eldeft bro-
ther lord Walpole ranger nominally, but my father in reality, who wilhed to
hunt there once-or twicea week. The park had run to great decay under the
Hydes, nor was there any manfion * better than the common lodges of the

keepers..
3 The earl of Rochefter, who fucceeded to elder branch, iad a villa clofe without the park;

the title of Clarendon on the extinion of the but it had been burat dows, and only one wing
wig:
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keepers. ‘The king ordered a ftone lodge, defigned by Henry earl of Pem=
broke, to be ere@ed for himfelf, but merely as a banqueting-houfe *, with a
large eating-room, kitchen and neceflary offices, where he might dine after his
fport.  Sir Robert began another of brick for himfelf and the under-ranger,
which by degrees he much enlarged, ufually retiring thither from bulfinefs, or
rather, as he faid himfelf, to do more bufinefs than he could in town, on Sa-
turdays and Sundays.  On that edifice, on the thatched houfe, and other im-
provements, he laid out fourteen thoufand pounds of his own money. In the
mean time, he hired a {fmall houfe for himfelf on the hill without the park ;
and in that {mall tenement the king did him the honour of dining with him
more than once after thooting., His majeflty, fond of private * joviality, was
pleafed with punch after dinner, and indulged in it frecly. The duchefs,
alarmed at the advantage the minifter might make of the opennefs of the king’s
heartin thofe convivial unguarded hours, and at a crifis when fhe was con-
{cious fir Robert was apprifed of her inimical machinations in favour of Bo-
linbroke, enjoined the few Germans who accompanied the king at thofe din-
ners, to prevent his majefty from drinking too freely. Her fpies obeyed too
punctually, and without any addrefs. The king was offended, and filenced thé
tools by the coarfeft epithets in the German language. He even before his
departure ardered fir Robert to have the ftone-lodge finifhed againft his re-
turn.—No {ymptom of a falling minifter, as has fince been fuppofed fir
Robert then was, and that lord Bolinbroke was to have replaced him, had the
king lived to come back. But my prefumption to the contrary is more ftrong-
ly corroborated by what had recently paflfed. The duchels had a&tually pre-
vailed on the king to fee Bolinbroke fecretly in his clofet. That intriguing
Proteus, aware that he might not obtain an audience long enough to efface for-
mer prejudices and make {ufficient impreffion on the king againft fir Robert,
and in his own favour, went provided with a long memorial, which he
left in the clofet, and begged his majefty to perufe coolly at his leifure. The
king kept the paper—but no longer than till he faw fir Robert, to whom he

was left. 'W. Stanhop e earl of Harrington pur- year, and his majelty appointed lord Bute ran-

chafed the ruins and built the houfe, fince bought
by lord Camelford.

* It was afterwards enlarged by princefs
Amelia, to whom her father George IT. had
granted the reverfion of the rangerfhip after
lord Walpole. Her royal highnefs fold it to
George 111 for a penfion on Ireland of 12¢0l. a

ger for life.

* The king hated the parade of royalty. 'When
he went to the opera, it was in no flate, nor did
he fit in the ftage box, nor forwards, but behind
the duchefs of Kendal and lady Walfingham, in
the fecond box, now allotted to the maids of
honour.

delivered
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delivered the poifoned remonftrance.—If that communication prognofticated
the minifter’s fall, Iam at a lofs to know what a mark of confidence is.

Nor was that difcovery the firft intimation that Walpole had received of the
meafure of Belinbroke’s gratitude. The minifter, againft the earneft repre-
{entations of his family and moft intimate friends, had confented to the re-
call of that incendiary from banifhment *, excepting only his re-admiffion into
the houfe of lords,that every field of annoyance might not be open to his
mifchievous turbulence. Bolinbroke, it feems, deemed an embargo laid on his
tongue would warrant his hand to lanch every envenomed fhaft againft his
benefactor, who by reftriting had paid him the compliment of avowing that
his eloquence was not totally inoffenfive,  Craft{men, pamphlets, libels, com-
“binations, were thowered on or employed for years againft the prime minifter,
without fhaking his power or ruffling his temper : and Bolinbroke had the

“mortification of finding his rival had abilities to maintain his influence againft

the * miftreffes of two kings, with whom his antagonift had plotted in vain

to overturn him.

* Bolinbroke at his return could not avoid
waiting on fir Robert to thank him, and was in-
vited to dine with him at Chelfea; but whether
tortured at witnefling Walpole's ferene frank-
nefs and felicity, or fuffocated with indignation
and confufion at being forced to be obliged to
one whom he hated and envied, the firft morfcl
he putinto his mouth was near choaking him,
and he was reduced to rife from table and leave
the room for fome minutes. I never heard of
their meeting more.

= George Il. parted withlady Suffolk, on prin-
cefs Amelia informing queen Caroline from
Bath that the miftrefs had interviews there with
lord Bolinbroke. Lady Suffolk, above twenty

years after, protefted to me that fhe had not once
feen his lordfhip there; and I fhould believe fhe
did not, for fhe was a woman of truth: bup
her greatintimacy and connexion with Pope and
Swift, the intimate friends of Bolinbroke, even
before the death of George L. and her heing the
channel through whom that faétion had flatter-
ed themfelves they fhould gain the ear of the
new king, can leave no doubt of lady Suffolk’s
fupport of that party. Her dearefl friend to her
death was William afterwards lord Chetwynd,
the known and molft trufled confident of lord
Bolinbroke. Of thofe political intrigues I fhall
fay more in thefe Reminifcences.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IL

£ YEORGE the firflt, while eleoral prince, had married his coufin the prin-
= ¢efs * Dorothea, only child of the duke of Zell; a match of convenience
to reunite the dominions of the family. Though fhe was very handfome,
the prince, who was extremely amorous, had {everal miftreffes ; which prove=-
eation, and his abfence in the army of the Confederates, probably difpofed the
princefs to indulge fome degree of coquerry. At that moment arrived at Ha-
nover the famous and beautiful count Konifmark *, the charms of whofe
perfon ought not to have obliterated the memory of his vile affaflination of
Mr., Thynne. His vanity, the beauty of the electoral princefs, and the ne-
gled under which he found her, encouraged his prefumption to make his ad-
drefies to her, not covertly ; and fhe, though believed not to have tranfgrefled
her duty, did receive them too indifcreetly. The old eleftor flamed at the in«
folence of fo fligmatized a prétender, and ordered him to quit his dominions
the next day. The princefs, furrounded by women too clofely conneéted
with her hufband, and confequently enemics of the lady they injured, was
;perfuaded by them to fuffer ¢ghe count to kifs her hand before his abrupt de-
‘parture ; and he was acually introduced by them into her bed-chamber the
next morning before fhe rofe.  From that moment he difappeared 5 nor was it
known what became of him, till on the death of George L., on his fon the new
king’s firlt journey to Hanover, fome alterations in the palace being ordered
by him, the body of Konifmark was difcovered under the floor of the elecs
toral princefs’s drefling-room—the count having probably been ftrangled there
the inftant he left her, and his body fecreted. The difcover}r was hufhed
up; George 1. entrufted the fecret to his wife queen Caroline, who told it
to my father: butthe king was too tender of the honour of; his mother to
utter it to his miftrefs; nor did lady Suffolk ever hear of it, till I informed her
of it feveral years afterwards, The difappearance of the count made his mur-

* Her names were Sophia Dorothea; but I and was wounded at a bull-feaft in Spain. See
call her by the latter to diftinguifh her from the Letters from Spain of the comtefle Danois,
princefs Sophia, her mother-in-law, on whom vol.ii. He was brother of the beautiful comtefie
ghe crown of Great Britain was fettled. de Konifmark, miftrefs of Auguftus fecond king

# Konifmark behaved with great intrepidity of Poland.

Gger
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der fufpedted, and various reports of the difcovery of his body have of late
years been {pread, but not with the authentic circum®ances.

The fecond George loved his mother as much as he hated his father, and
purpofed, as was faid, had the former furvived, to have brought her over
and declared her queen dowager *. Lady Suffolk has told me her furprife, on
going to the new queen the morning after the news arrived of the death of
George L. at feeing hung up in the queen’s drefling-room a whole length of
alady in royal robes ; and in the bedchamber a half length of the fame per-
fon, neither of which lady Suffolk had ever feen before. The prince had kept
them concealed, not daring to produce them during the life of his father.
The whole length he probably fent to Hanover * ; the half length I have fre-
quently and frequently feen in the library of princefs Amelia, who told me it
was the portrait of her grandmother. She bequeathed it with other pitures
of her family to her nephew the landgrave of Heffe. _

Of the circumftances that enfued on Konifmark’s difappearance I am igno-
rant; nor am I acquainted with the laws of Germany relative to divorce or
{eparation: nor do I know or fuppofe that defpotifm and pride allow the law
to infift on much formality when a fovereign has reafon or a mind to get rid
of his wife. Perhaps too much difficulty of uatying the gordian knot of ma-
trimony thrown in the way of an abfolute prince would be no kindnefs to the
ladies, but might prompt him to ufe a fharper weapon, like that butchering

* Lady Suffolk thought he rather would have
made her regent of Hanover ; and fhe alfo told
me, that George I. had offered to live again
with his wife, but fhe refufed, unlefs her par-
don were afked publicly. She faid, what moft
affefed her was the difgrace that would be
brought on her children; and if fhe were only
pardened, that would not remove it. Lady
Suffolk thought fhe was then divorced, though
the divorce was never publithed ; and that the
old elector confented to his fon’s marrying the
duchels of Kendal with the left hand—but it
fcems ftrange that George I. fhould offer to
tive again with his wife, and yet be divorced
from her. Perhaps George II. to vindicate his
mother, fuppoled that offer and her fpirited re-
fufal.

* George II. was fcrupuloufly exa& in fe-

parating and keeping in each country whatever
belonged to England or Hanover. Lady Suf-
folk told me, that on his acceffion he counld not
find a knife, fork and fpoon of gold which had
belonged to queen Anne, and which he s
bered to havefeen here at his firlt arrival. He
found them at Hanover on his firlt journey
thither after he came to the crows, and brought
them back to England. He could not recollect
much of greater value ; for.on queen Anmes
death, and in the interval before the arrival of
the new family, fuch a clearance had been made
of her majefty’s jewels, or the new king fo in-
ftantly diftributed what he found, amongit his
German favourites, that, as lady S. told me,
queen Caroline never obtained of the late
queen’s jewels but one peatl-necklace.

Yor. IV, Qo . hufband
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hufband our Henry VIIL Sovercigns, who narrow or let out the law of
God according to their prejudices and paflions, mould their own laws no doubt
to the ftandard of their convenience. Genealogic purity of blood is the pre-
dominant folly of Germany ; and the code of Malta {eems to have more force
in the empire than the ten commandments. Thence -was introduced that
moft abfurd evafion of the indiffolubility of marriage, efpoufals with the left
hand—as if the Almighty had reftrained his ordinance to one half of a man’s
perfon, and allowed a greater latitude to his left {ide than to his right, or pro-
nounced the former more ignoble than the latter. 'The coniciences both of
princely and noble perfons in Germany are quieted if the more plebeian fide
is married to one who would degrade the more illuftrious moiety—Dbut, as if
the laws of matrimony had no reference to the children to be thence propa-
gated, the children of a left-handed alliance are not entitled to inherit.—
Shocking confequence of a fenfelefs equivocation, that only fatislies pride, not
juftice; and calculated for an acquittal at the herald’s office, not at the laft
tribunal,

Separated the princels Dorothea certainly was, and never admitted even to
the nominal honours of her rank, being thenceforward always ftyled duchels
of Halle. Whether divorced is problematic, at lealt to me; nor can I pro-
nounce, as, though it was generally believed, I am not certain that George el-
poufed the duchefs of Kendal with his left hand. As the princels Dorothea
died only fome months before him, that ridiculous ceremony was fearcely de-
ferred till then ; and the extreme outward devotion of the duchefs, who every
Sunday went feven times to Lutheran chapels, feemed to an ounce a legalized
wife. As the genuine wife was always detained in her hufband’s power, he
feems not to have wholly diffolved their union ; for, on the approach of the
French army towards Hanover, during queen Anac’s reign, the duchefs cf
Halle was fent home to her father and mother, who doted on their only child,
and did retain her for a whole year, and did implore, though in vain, that [he
might continue to refide with them. As her {fon too, George Il had thoughts
of bringing her over and declaring her queen dowager, one can hardly be-
lieve that a ceremonial divorce had pafled, the exiftence of which procefs would
have g!a:‘t'd in the face of her royalty. But though German cafuiftry might
allow her huifband to take another wife with his left hand, becaufle his legal
wife had fuffered her right hand to be kifled in bed by a gallant, even Weft-
phalian or Aulic counfellors could not have pronounced that fuch a momen~

tar)?
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tary adieu conftituted adultery; and therefore of a formal diverce I muft
doubt—and there I muft leave that cale of conlcience undecided, il future
fearch into the Hanoverian chancery fhall clear up a point of little real im-
portance.

I have faid that the difgraced princefs died but a fhort time before the king,
It is known that in queen Anne’s time there was much noife about French
prophets. A female of that vocation (for we know from feripture that the
gift of prophecy is not limited to one gender) warned George the firft to take
care of his wife, as he would not furvive her a year. That oracle was pro-
bably dictated to the French Deborah by the duke and duchefs of Zell, who
might be apprehenfive left the duchefs of Kendal fhould be tempted to re-
move entirely the obftacle to her confeientious union with their fon-in-law.
Moft Germans are fuperflitious, even fuch as have few other impreflions of
religion. George gave fuch credit to the denunciation, that on the eve of his
laft departure he took leave of his fon and the princefs of Wales with tears,
telling them he fhould never fee them more. It was certainly his own ap-
proaching fate that melted him, not the thought of quitting for ever two
perfons he hated. He did fometimes {fo much juftice to his fon as to fay, “ 11
eft fougueux, mais il a de ’honneur.”—For queen Caroline, to his‘confidents
he termed her cette diableffe madame la princeffe.,

I do not know whether it was about the fame period, that in a tender mood
he promifed the duchefs of Kendal, that if the furvived him, and it were pof-
fible for the departed to return to this world, he would make her a vifit. The

duchefs on his death fo much expecled the accomplithment of that engage-

ment, that a large raven, or fome black fowl, flying into one of the windows
of her villa at Tfleworth, fhe was perfuaded it was the foul of her departed
monarch fo accoutred, and received and treated it with all the refpeé and

tenderriefs of duty, till the royal bird or fhe took their laft flight.

‘George I1, no more addicted than his father to too much religious credulity,
had yet implicit faith in the German notion of vampires, and has more than
once been angry with my father for {peaking irreverently of thofe imaginary
bloodfuckers.

The duchefls of Kendal, of whom I have {aid {fo much, was, when made-
Oo 2 moifelle
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moifelle Schulemberg, maid of honour to the elecrefs Sophia, mother of king
George L., and deftined by king William and the ac of fettlement to fucceed
queen Anne. George fell in love with mademoifelle Schulemberg, though by
no means an inviting obje@—o little, that one evening when fhe was in
waiting behind the ele@refs’s chair at a ball, the princefs Sophia, who had
made herfelf miftrefs of the language of her future fubjeds, {aid in Englith to
Mrs. Howard (afterwards countefs of Suffolk), then at her court, * Look at
that mawkin, and think of her being my fon’s paffion!” Mrs. Howard, who
told me the ftory, protefted fhe was terrified, forgetting that mademoifclle
Schulemberg did not underftand Englith,

The younger mademoilelle Schulemberg, who came over with her and was
created countefs of Walfingham, pafled for her niece ; but was fo like to the
king, that it is not very credible that the duchefs, who had affected to pafs for
cruel, had waited for the left-handed marriage,

The duchefs, under whatever denomination, had attained and preferved to
the laft her afcendant over the king: but notwith{tanding that influence he
was not more conftant to her than he had been to his avowed wife ; for an-
other acknowledged miftrefs, whom he alfo brought over, was.madame Kil-
manfegge, countels of Platen, who was created countefs of Darlington, and by
whom he was indifputably father of Charlotte married to lord vifcount Howe,
and mother of the prefent earl. Lady Howe was never publicly acknow-
ledged as the king’s daughter ; but princefs Amelia treated her daughter Mrs.
Howe * upon that foot, and one evening when I was prefent, gave her a ring
with a fmall portrait of George I. with a crown of diamonds.

Lady Darlington, whom I faw at my mother’s in my infancy, and whom
I.remember by being terrified at her enormous figure, was as corpulent and
ample, as the duchefs was long and emaciated. Two fierce black eyes, large
and rolling beneath two lofty arched eye-brows, two acres of cheeks fpread
with crimfon, an ocean of neck that overflowed and was not diftinguifhed
from the lower part of her body, and no part reftrained by ftays—no wonder
that a child dreaded fuch an ogrefs, and that the mob of London were highly
diverted at the importation of fo uncommon a feraglio ! They were food for

* Caroline, the eldeft of lady Howe’s chil- name, John Howe, efq. of Hanflop in the coun-
dren, had married 2 gentleman of her own ty of Bucks.

4 all




REMINISCENCES.

all the venom of the Jacobites; and indeed nothing could be groffer than the
ribaldry that was vomited outin lampoons, libels, and every channel of abufe,
againft the fovereign and the new court, and chantcd even in their hearing
about the public freets ',
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On the other th, it was not till the laft year or two of his reign thac
their foreign {overeign paid the nation the compliment of taking Upcnly an
Englith rmﬁ:dl That perfonage was Anne Breit, eldeft quuu_r by her
fecond hufband of the repudiated wife of the earl of Macclesfield, the unna-
tural mother of Savage the poet. Mifs Brett was very hnndiomc, but dark
enough by her eyes, complexion, and hair, for a Spanifh beauty. Abifhag
was lodged in the palace under the eyes of Ba thihcbn, who feemed to main-
tain her power, as other favourite fultanas have done, by fuffering partners in
the fovereign’s affetions. When his majefty thoul d return to England, a
countefs’s coronet was to have rewarded the young lady's comphance and
marked her fecondary rank. She might, however, have proved a troublefome
rival, as fhe feemed fo confident of the power of her charms, that, whatever
predominant afcendant the duchefs might retain, her own authority in the
palace {the thought was to yield to no one elfe. George the firlt, when his fon
the prince of Wales and the princefs had quitted St. James’s on their quarrel
with him, had kept back their three eldeft daughters, wholived with him to his
death, even after there had outwardly been a recm1c1hat10u between the king
and prince. Mifs Brett, when the king {et out, ordered a door to be hroLer\
out of her apartment into the royal garden. Anne, the eldeft of the princeffes,
offended at that freedom, and not choofing fuch a companion in her walks,
ordered the door to be walled up again, Mifs Brett as imperioufly reverfed
that command. The king died fuddenly, and the empire of the new miftrefs
and her promifed coronet vanithed. She afterwards married fir William
Leman, and was forgotten before her reign had tranfpired beyond the con=
fines of Weftminfter!

* One of the German ladies being abufed by too.” I mention this, becaufe, on the death of

the mob, was faid to have put her head out of
the coach, and cried in bad Englith, * Good
people, why you abufe us? We come for all
“ Yes, damn ye,” anfwered a
¢ and for all bur chattels

your goods.”
fellow in the crowd,

princefs Amelia, the newfpapers revived the
ftory and told it of her, though I had heard it
threcfcore years before of one of her grandfa-
ther's miftrefies.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1L

NE of the moft remarkable occurrences in the reign of George the firfi,
was the open quarrel between him and his fon the prince of Wales.
‘Whence the diffenfion originated ; whether the prince’s attachment to his
mother embittered his mind againft his father, or whether hatred of his father
occafioned his devotion to her, I do not pretend to know. I do fufpe& from
circumftances, that the hereditary enmity in the houfe of Brunfwic between
the parents and their eldeft fons dated earlier than the divifions between the
‘two firft Georges. The princefs Sophia was a woman of parts and grea:
wivacity : in the eardier part of her life the had profefled much zeal for the
depofed houfe of Stuart, as appeared by a letter of hers in print, addrefled, 1
think, to the. chevalier de St. George. Tt is natural enough for all princes,
who have no profpe@ of being benefited by the depofition of a crowned
head, to choofe to think royalty an indelible chara&ter. The queen of Pruffia,
daughter of George the firft, lived and died an avowed Jacobite. The prin-
cefs Sophia, youngeft child of the queen of Bohemia, was confequently the
moft remote from any pretenfions to the Britifh crown '—but no fooner had
king William procured a fettlement of it after queen Anne on her electoral
highnefs, than nobody became a ftauncher whig than the princefs Sophia,
nor could be more impatient to mount the throne of the expelled Stuarts, It
is certain that during the reign of Anne, the eleCtor George was inclined to the
tories; though after his mother’s death and his own acceflion he gave him-
{elf to the oppofite party. But if he and his mother efpoufed different fac-
tions, Sophia found a ready partifan in her grandfon the eleGoral prince® ; and
it is ttue, that the demand made by the prince of his writ of fummons to the
houfe of lords as duke of Cambridge, which no wonder was {o offenfive to

* It is remarkable, that either the weak propen-  daughters of the king and queen.of Bohemin,
{ity of the Stuarts to popery, or the vifible con-  though their parents had loft every thing in the

tion between regal and ecclefiaftic power, flrugple between the two religions, turned Ro-
operation on many of the branches of man catholics ; and fo did one or more of the
that family, who were at a diftance from the fons of the princefs Sophia, brotl
crown of England, to wear which it is necef- tt;ﬂ:mt candidate, George the f
fary to be a proteftant, that two or three of the * Aftorwards George the fec

3 -{'[l!CL‘I?

rs of the pro-

1a
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queen Anne, was made in concert with his grandmother, without the privity
of the ele@or his father. Were it certain, as was believed, that Bolinbroke
and the Jacobites prevailed on the queen ' to confent to her brother coming
fecretly to England, and to fecing him in her clofet,/fhe might have been in-
duced to that ftep, when provoked by an attempt to force a diftant and foreign
heir upon her while ftill alive,

The queen and her heirels being dead, the new king and his fon came
over in apparent harmony ; and on his majefty’s firft vifit to his electoral do-
ent; but never being trufled
afterwards with that dignity on like occafions, it is probable that the {on dif-
covered too much fondnefs for a&ing the kin
jealoufy of his having done fo. Sure it is, that on the king’s
vifions arofe in the court, and the whigs were divided—fome devoling them-
felves to the wearer of the crown, and others to the expeftant. 1 fhall nor
enter into the derail of thofe fquabbles, of which I am but fuperficially in-
formed. The predominant minifters were the earls of Sunderland and Stan-
liope. The brothers-in-law, the vifcount Townfhend and Mr, Robert Wal-
pole, adhered to the prince. Lord Sunderland is {aid to have too much re-
fembled as a politician the earl his father, who was {o principal an ador in.
the reign of James the fecond, and in bringing about the revolution. * Between:
the ear/in queftion and the prince of Wales grew mortal antipathy; of which.
an anécdote told to me by my father himfelf will leave no doubt. When a
rcconciliation had been patched up between the two courts, and my father
became firft lord of the treafury a fecond time, lord Sunderland in a #éve.a-téte
with him faid, * Well, Mr. Walpole, we have fettled matters for the prefent ;
but we muft think whom we will have next” (meaning in cale of the king’s
demife). Walpole replied, *“ Your lordfhip may think as you pleafe, but my
part is taken ;” meaning to fupport the eftablithed fettlement.

=

minions, the prince of Wales was even left re

g, or that the father conceived a

great di-

Earl Stanhope was a man of ftrong and violent paffions, and had dedicated
himfelf to the army ; and was fo far from thinking of any other line, that

* T believe it was a fa&, that the poor weak you wouid be in the Tower in a month, and dead
queen, being difpofed even to cede the crown to  in three ™ This fentence, dictated by common
her brother, confulted bithop Wilkins, called the  fenfe, her majefty took for infpiration, and drop-
Prophet, to know what would be the confe- ped all thoughts of refigning the crown.

quence of fuch a ftep. He. replied, ** Madam,
when
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when Walpole, who firft fuggefted the idea of appointing him fecretary of
flate, propofed it to him, he flew into a furious rage, and was on the point of
a downright quarrel, looking on himfelf as totally unqualified for the poft, and
{ufpeéting it for a plan of mocking him. He died in one of thofe tempef-
taous fallics, being pulhed in the houfe of lords on the explofion of the South
Sea fchemes  That iniquitous affair, which Walpole had early expofed, and
to remedy the mifchiefs of which he alone was deemed adequate, had replaced
him at the head of affairs, and obliged Sunderland to fubmit to be only a coad-
jutor of the adminiftration. The younger Craggs *, a thowy vapouring man,
had been brought forward by the minifters to oppofe Walpole ; but was foon
reduced to beg his afliftance on one * of their ways and means. Craggs
caught his death by calling at the gate of lady March?, who was ill of the
{mall-pox ; and being told fo by the porter, went home direétly, fell ill of the
{ame diftemper, and died. His father, the elder Craggs, whofe very good
fenfe fir R. Walpole much admired, foon followed his fon, and his fudden
death was imputed to grief; but having been deeply dipped in the ini-
quities of the South Sea, and wifhing to prevent confifcation and fave his ill-
acquired wealth for his daughters, there was ne doubt of his having difpatched
himfelf. 'When his death was divulged, fir Robert owned that the unhappy
man had in an oblique manner hinted his refolution to him.

The reconciliation of the royal family was fo little cordial, that I queftion
whether the prince did not refent {ir Robert Walpole’s return to the king’s
fervice. Yet had Walpole defeated a plan of Sunderland that would in futu-
rity have exceedingly hampered the {ucceflor, as it was caleulated to do ; nor
do 1 affeét to alcribe fir Robert’s viGory direly to zeal for the prince: per-
fonal and jult views prompted his oppofition, and the commoners of England
were not lefs indebted to him than the prince. Sunderland had devifed a
bill to reftrain the crown from ever adding above fix peers to a number li-
mited*. The aCtual peers were far from difliking the meafure ; but Walpole,
taking fire, inftantly communicated his diffatisfa&tion to all the great com-
moners, who might for ever be excluded from the peerage. He fpoke, he

* James Craggs, jun. buried in Weftmin{ter- 4 Queen Anne’s creation of twelve peers
abbey, with an epitaph by Pope. at once, to obtain a majority in the houfe of
2 I think it was the fixpenny tax on offices. lords, offered an oftenfible plea for the reftric~
3 Sarah Cadogan, afterwards duchefs of Rich- tion.
mond.

wrote,
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wrote, he perfuaded, and the bill was rejefted by the commons with difdain,
after it had paffed the houfe of lords.
But the hatred of fome of the junto at court

had gone farther, horridly
farther.

On the death of George the firft, queen Caroline found in his cabi-
net a propofal of the earl of Berkeley ', then, I think, firk lord. of tle
admiralty, to feize the prince of Wales, and convey him to America,
whence he fhould never be heard of imore, This deteftable projedt, copied
probably from the eatl of Falmouth’s offer to Charles the fecond with regard

to his queen, was in the hand-writing of Charles- Stanhope, elder brother of
the earl of Harsington® ; and fo deep w

the mind of George the fecond by th
of lord Harrington, when fe

as the impreflion defervedly made on
at abominable paper, that all the favour
cretary of ftate, could never obtain the fmalleft
boon to his brother, though but the fubordinate tranferiber. George the firft
was too humane to liften to fuch an atrocious deed.

It was not very kind to
the confpirators to

leave fuch an inftrument behind him ;—and if virtue and
confcience.will not check bold bad men from paying court by deteftable offers,
the King’s carelefinefs or indifference in fuch an inftance ought to warn

them of the little gratitude that fuch machinations can infpire or expe.

Among thofe who had preferred the fervice of the king to that of the heir
apparent, was the duke of Newcaftle 3; who, having married his fifter to lord
Townfhend, both his royal highnefs and the vifcount had expe@ed would
have adhered to that conne@®ion—and neither forgave his defertion, I am
aware of the defultory manner in which I have told my ftory, having men-
tioned the reconciliation of the King and prince before I have given any ac=
count of their public rupture. The chain of my thoughts led me into the
preceding details, and, if 1 do not flatter myfelf] will have let you into the mo-
tives of my dramatis perfona better than if I had more exatly obferved chro=
nology; and as I am not writing a regular tragedy, and profefs but to relate
faQts as I recolle@ them ; or (if you will allow me to imitate French writers of

* James Berkeley earl of Berkeley, knight of Iord chamberlain,

then fecretary of ftate, and
the garter, &c.

laftly firft lord of the treafury under George the
= the Tarne L ; S 5y
* William Stanhope, firft ear] of Harrington ietf?nd.;u‘s'“i f..r::c,l\mg n;_“ me .h(' ]md}lrm.n .fu
f thgt f‘_]mﬂ : I'OX! }‘E ne prece II"l{.j rmgn. X € was
e ¥ obliged by George the third to refign his polt.
* Thomas Holles Pelham duke of Newcaitle,

Vor. IV, Pp tragedy),
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tragedy), may I not plead that I have unfolded my piece as they do, by intro
ducing two courtiers to acquaint one another, and by bricole the audienee,
with what had pafled in the penetralia before the tragedy commences ? =

The exordium thus duly prepared, you muft fuppofe, ladies, that the fecond
2@ opens with a royal chriftening.  The princefls of Wales had been deli-
vered of a fecond fon. The prince had intended his uncle the duke of York
bifhop of Ofbaburg fhould with his majefty be godfathers. Nothing could
equal the indignation of his royal highnefs when the king named the duke of
Newecaftle for fecond fponfor, and would hear of no other. The chriftening
took place as ufual in the princefs’s bedchamber. Lady Suffolk, then in wait=
ing as woman of the bedchamber, and of moft aceurate memory, painted the
fcene to me exaltly. On one fide of the bed ftood the godfathers and godmo--
ther; on the other the prince, and the princefs’s ladies, No foener had the
bifhop clofed the ceremeny, than the prince, croffing the feet of the bed in &
rage, ftepped up to the duke of Newcaftle, and, holding up his hand and fore~
finger in a menacing attitude, faid, “ You are a rafcal, but I fhall find you ;*
meaning in broken Englith, “I fhall find a time to be revenged.”—* What
was my aftoni{hment,” continued lady Suffolk, * when, going to the prince(s’s
apartment the next morning, the yeomen in the guard-chamber pointed their
halberds at my breaft, and told me I muft not pafs! I urged, that it was my
duty to attend the princefs. They faid, No matter; Imuft not pafls that
wWay.

In one word, the king had been fo provoked at the prince’s outrage in his.
prefence, that it had been determined to infliG a flill greater infult on hiy
royal highnefs. His threat to the duke was. pretended to be underftood as &
challenge ; and to prevent a duel he had aGually been put under arreft—as if’
a prince of Wales could ftoop to fight with a fubject. The arreft was foon
taken off ; but at night the prince and princefs were ordered to leave the palace,
and retired to the houfe of her chamberlain the earl of Grantham, in Alba-
mazxle-fireet,

cHJ&Pﬂ
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CHAPTER IV.

AR this trifling work is a mifcellany of detached recollections, I will, ere I

quit the article of George the firft, mention two fubjets of very unequal
import, which belong peculiarly to bir reign. The firft was the deprivation
of Aiterbury, bifhop of Rochefter. Nothing more offenfive to men of prieftly
principles could eafily have happened : yet, as in a country of which the con-
ftitution was founded on rational and liberal grounds, and where thinking
men had {o recently exerted themf{elves to explode the prejudices attached to
the perfons of kings and churchmen, it was impofiible to defend the bifhop's
trealon, but by denying it; or to condemn his condemnation, but by fuppofing
illegalities in the procefs: both were vehemently urged by his faftion, as his
innocence was pleaded by himfelf. That punifhment and expulfion from his
country may ftagger the virtue even of a good man, and exafperate him
againft his country, is perhaps natural, and humanity ought to pity it. But
whatever were the prepoffefiions of his friends in his favour, charity muft now
believe that Atterbury was always an ambitious, turbulent prieft attached to
the houfe of Stuart, and confequently no friend to the civil and religious li-
berties of his country: or it muft be acknowledged, that the difappoint-
ment of his ambition by the queen’s death, and the profcription of his minifte-
rial aflociates, had driven on attempts to reftore the expelled family in hopes
of realizing his afpiring views, His letters publifhed by Nichols breathe the
impetuous fpirit of his youth. His exclamation on the queen’s death, when
he offered to proclaim the pretender at Charing-crofs in pontificalibus, and
fwore, on not being fupported, that there was the beft caufe in England loft
for want of fpirit, is now believed alfo. His papers depofited with king
James's in the Scottifh college at Paris, proclaimed in what fentiments he
died; and the fac-fimiles of his letters publithed by fir David Dalrymple
{eave no doubt of his having in his exile entered into the fervice of the pre-
tender. Culpable as he was, who but muft lament that fo claffic a mind had
only affumed fo elegant and amiable a femblance as he adopted after the dif-
appointment of his profpeéts and hopes?  His letter in defence of the authen-
ticity of lord Clarendon’s hiftory, is one of the moft beautiful and touching
fpecimens of eloquence in our language.

Pp2 It
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It was not to load the chara@er of the bithop, nor to affe& candour by ap-
plauding his talents, that I introduced mention of him ; much lefs to impute to
him any confcioufnefs of the intended crime that I am going to relate. The
perfon againft whom the blow was fuppofed to be meditated, never in the moft
diftant manner fufpe@ed the bifhop of being privy to the plot—No: animofity
of - parties, and malevolence to the champions of the houfe of Brunfwic, no
doubt fuggefted to fome blind zealots the perpetration of a crime, which
would neceflarily have injured the bifhop's caufe, and could by no means have
prevented his difgrace.
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Mr. Johnftone, an ancient gentleman, who had been fecretary of ftate for
Scotland, his country, in the reign of king William, was a zealous friend of
my father, {ir Robert, and who, in that period of affaffination plots, had im=
bibed fuch a tin&ure of fulpicion, that he was continually notifying fimilar
machinations to my father, and warning him to be on his guard againft them.
Sir Robert, intrepid and unfufpicieus”, ufed to rally his good monitor ; and,
when {erious, told him, that his life was too conftantly expofed to his encmics
to make it of -any ufe to be watchful on any particular occafion ; nor, though
Johnftone often hurried to him with intelligence of fuch defigns, did he ever
{ee reafon, but once, to believe in the foundnels of the information. That
once arrived thus: A day or two before the bill of pains and penalties was to
pafs the houfe of commons againft the bithop of Rochefter, Mr. Johnftone ad-
vertifed fir Robert to be circumfpel ; for three or four perfons meditated to

* At the time of the Prefton rebellion, a Ja-
gobite who fometimes furnifhed fir Robert with
mtelligence, fitting alone with him one mght,
fuddenly putting his hand into his bofom and
rifing, faid, “ Why do not I kill you now
Walpole ftarting up replied, ¢ Becaufe I am a
younger man and a {tronger.” They fat down
again and -difcufied the perfon’s information.
But fir Robert afterwards had reaflons for think-
ing that the {py had no intention of affaffination,
but had hoped, by intimidating, to extort money
from him. Yet if no real attempt was made on
his life, it was not from want of fuggeftions to
it. One of the weekly journials pointed out fir
Robert’s frequent pafling Putney-bridge Inte at
night, attended but by one or two fervants, on
his way ta New-park, as a proper place: and af-

ter fir Robert’s death, the fecond earl of Egmont
told me, that he was once at a confultation of
the oppofition, in which it was propofed to have
fir Robert murdered by a mob, of which the earl
had declared his abhorrence. Such an attempt
was actually made in 1733, at the time of the
famous excife-bill. As the minifter defcended
the ftairs of the houfe of commons on the night
he carried the bill, he was guarded on one fide
by his fecond fon Edward, and on the other by
general Charles Churchill; but the crowd be-
hind endeavoured to throw him down, as he was
a bulky man, and trample him to death; and
that not fucceeding, they tried to {trangle him by
pulling his red cloak tight—but fortunately the
ftrings broke by the violence of the tug.

aflaflinate
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affaflinate him as he fhould leave the houfe at night. Sir Robert laughed,
and forgot the notice. The morning after the debate Johnftone came to fir
Robert with a kind of good-natured infult, telling him, that though he had
feoffed his advice, he had for once followed it, and by {o doing preferved his
life. Sir Robert underftood not what he meant, and protefted he had not
given more credit than ufual to his warning. “ Yes,” faid Johnftone, © but
you did ; for you did not come from the houfe Iaft night in your own chariot.”
Walpole affirmed that he did. But his friend perfifting in his affeveration, fir
Robert called one of his footmen, who replied, * 1 did call up your honhour's
carriage ; but colonel Churchill being with yeu, and his chariot driving up
firft, your honour ftepped into that, and your own came home empty.”
Johnftone triumphing on his own veracity, and puthing the examination
farther, {ir Robert’s coachman recolleéted, that as he left Palace-yard three
men much mufiled had looked into the empty chariot. The myftery was
never farther cleared up; and my father frequently faid, it was the only
inftance of the kind in which he had ever feen any appearance of a real
defign.

The fecond fubject that T promifed to mention, and it fhall be very briefly,
was the revival of the order of the bath. It was the mealure of fir Robert
Walpole, and was an artful bank of thirty-fix ribbands to fupply a fund of
favours in lieu of places, He meant too to ftave off the demands for garters,
and intended that the red fhould be a ftep to the blue; and accordingly took
one of the former himfelf. He offered the new order to old Sarah duchefs of
Marlborough, for her grandfon the duke, and for the duke of Bedford, who
had married one of her grand-daughters *. She haughtily replied, they thould
take nothing but the garter. * Madam,” faid fir Robert coolly, © they who take
the bath will the fooner have the garter.” The next year he took the latter
himfelf with the duke of Richmond, both having been previoufly inftalled
knights of the revived inftitution.

Before I quit king George the firft, I will relate a flory very expreflive of
his good-humoured prefence of mind. '

On one of his journeys to Hanover his coach broke. At a diftance in view

* Wriothefly duke of Bedford had married dukéof Bridgwater, by lady Elizabeth Churchill,,
lady Anne Egerton, only daughter of Scroop daughter of John duke of Maxlborough,
was.
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was a chateau of a confiderable German nobleman. The king fent to bor-
row afliftance.  The pofleflor came, conveyed the king to his houfe, and
begged the honour of his majefty’s accepting a dinner, while his carriage was
repairing ; and, whilethe dinner was preparing, begged leave to amufe his
majefty with a colle@ion of pictures, which he had formed in feveral tours
to Italy. “But what did the king fee in one of the rooms but an unknown
portrait.of a perfon in the robes and with the regalia of the fovereigns of
Oreat Britain! George afked whom it reprefented. The nobleman replied
with much diffident but decent refpe@, that in various journeys to Rome he
had been acquainted with the chevalier de St. George, who had done him the
hionour of fending him that picture. “Upon my word,” faid the king inftantly,
¢ it is very like to the family.” It was impofiible to remove the embarrafliment
of the proprietor with more good breeding.

CHAPTER N

THE unexpe&ed death of George the firft on his road to Hanover was
inftantly notified by lord Townfhend, fecretary of ftate, who attended

his majefty, to his brother fir Robert Walpole, whe as expeditioufly was
the firft to carry the news to the fucceflor and hail him king. The next
ftep was, to afk who his majefty would pleafe fhould draw his fpeech to the
council—* Sir Spencer Compton,” replied the new monarch.—The anfwer
was decifive—and implied fir Robert’s difmiffion. Sir Spencer Compton was
{peaker of the houfe of commons, and treafurer, I think, at that time to his
royal highnefs, who by that firft command implied his intention of making
fir Spencer his prime minifter. FHe was a worthy man, of exceedingly grave
formality, but of no parts—as his condu&t immediately proved. The poor
gentleman was fo little qualified to accommodate himfelf to the grandeur of
the moment, and to conceive how a new fovereign fhould addrefs himfelf to
his minifters, and he had alfo been fo far from meditating to * fupplant the
premier,

* Sir Spencer Compton,- afterwards earl of bert’s fuperior talents, that he remained ftedfaftly
§¥ilmington, was fo far from refenting Gr Ro- attached to him; and when the famous motion
for
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premier, that in his diftrefs it was to fir Robert himfelf he had recourle, and
whom he befought to make the draught of the king’s {peech for him. The
new queen, a better judge than her hufband of the capacities of the two can-
didates, and who had filently watched for a moment proper for overturning,
the new defignations, did not lofe a moment in obferving to the king how
prejudicial it would be to his affairs, to prefer to the minifter in poffeffion a
man in whofe ewn judgment his predeceflor was the fitteft perfon to exe-
cute his office. From that moment there was no more queftion of fir Spencer
Compton as prime minifter. He was created an earl, foon received the gar-
ter, and became prefident of that council, at the head of which he was much
fitter to {it than to direét. Fourteen years afterwards he again was nominated
by the fame prince to replace fir Robert as firft lord of the treafury, on the
Iatter’s forced refignation; but not as prime minifter, the condu& of affairs
being foon ravithed from him by that dathing genius the earl of Granville,
who reduced him to a cypher for the little year in which he furvived, and iw
which his incapacity had been obvious..

The queen, impatient to deftroy all hopes of change, took the earlieft oppor-
tunity of declaring her own fentiments, The inftance I fhall cite will be a
true pi€ture of courtiers, Their majefties had removed from Richmond to
their temporary palace in: Leicefter-fields® on the very evening of their re-
ceiving notice of their acceffion to the crown; and the next dayall the nobi-
lity and gentry in town crowded to kifs their hands: my mother amongft the
reft, who, {ir Spencer Compton’s defignation, and not its evaporation, being
known, could not make her way between the {cornful backs and elbows of hes
late devotees, nor could approach nearer to the queen than the third or fourth
row :—but.no fooner was fhe defcried by her majefty, than the queen faid
atoud, “ There I am fure | {ee a friend !"—The torrent divided and fhrunk to-
either fide ; * and as I came away,” faid my mother, “ I might have walked
over their heads, if I had pleafed.”

for removing {ir Robert was made in both * It was the town refidence of the Sidneys-
houfes, lord Wilmington, though confinedto his  earls. of Leicelter, of whom it was hired, as it
bed, and with his head bliftered, rofe and went was afterwards by Frederic prince of Wales on
to the houfe of lords, to vote againft a meafure  a fimilar quarrel with his father : he added to it
that avowed its own injuftice by being grounded  Saville-houfe, belonging to fir George Savilles,
enly on popular clamour. for his children,

The
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The pre-occupation of the queen in favour of Walpole muft be explained.
He had early difcovered, that in whatever gallantries: George prince of Wales
indulged or affeted, even the perfouz of his princefs was dearer to him than
any charms in his miftrefles: and though Mrs: Howard (afterwards lady
Suffolk) was openly his declared favourite, as avowedly as the duchefls of
Kendal was his father’s, {ir Robert’s fagacity difcerned: that the power would
be lodged with the wife, net with the miftrels ; and he not only devoted him-
{elf to the princefs, but totally abftained from even vifiting Mrs. Howard;
while the injudicious multitude concluded, that the common confequences of
an inconftant hufband’s paffion for his concubine would follow ; and accord-
ingly ‘warmer, if not public, vows were made to the fuppofed favourite than
to the prince’s confort. They efpecially who in the late reign had been out
of favour at court, had, to pave their future path to; favour, and to fecure the
fall of fir Robert Walpole, feduloufly, and no doubt zealoufly, dedicated them=
felves to the miftrefs : Bolinbroke fecretly, his friend Swift openly, and as am-~
bitioufly, cultivated Mrs. Howard: and the neighbourhood of Pope’s villa to
Richmond facilitated their intercourfe; though his religion forbad his enter-
taining views beyond thofe of ferving his friends. Lord Bathurft, another
of that conneétion, and lord Chefterfield, too early for his intereft, founded
their hopes on Mrs, Howard’s influence ; but aftonithed and difappointed at
finding Walpole not fhaken from his feat, they determined on an experiment
that fhould be the touch-ftone of Mrs. Howard's credit.  They perfuaded her
ta demand of the new king an earl’s coronet for lord Bathurft—She did—the
queen put in her veto—and Swift in defpair returned to Ireland, to lament
queen Anne and curfe queen Caroline, under the maifk of patriotifm, in a
country he abhorred and defpifed.

To Mrs. Howard Swift’s ingratitude was bafe, She indubitably had not
only exerted all her intereft to fecond his and his fa&tion’s interefts, but loved
queen Caroline and the minifter as little as they did. = Yet, when Swift died,
he left behind him a characer of Mrs. Howard by no means flattering, which
was publifhed in his pofthumous works. On its appearance, Mrs. Howard
(become lady Suffolk) faid to me in her calm, difpaffionate manner, © All I
can f{ay is, that it is very different from one that he drew of me and fent to
me many years ago, and which I have, written by his own hand.”

Lord Chefterfield, rather more ingenuous, as his characer of her, but under
a feigned
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a feigned name, was printed in his life, though in a paper of which he was not
known to be the author, was not more confiftent. Eudofia, deferibed in the
weekly journal called Common Senfe, for September 1o, 1737, was meant for
lady Suffolk—yet was it no fault of hers that he was profcribed at court; nor
did the perhaps ever know, as he never did till the year before his death, when
I acquainted him with it by his friend fir John Irwin, why he had been put
into- the queen’s Index expurgatorius.  The queen had an obfcure window
at 5t. James's that looked into a dark paffage, lighted only by a fingle lamp at
night, which looked upon Mrs. Howard’s apartment. Lord Chefterfield one
twelfth-night at court had.won fo large a fum of money, that he thought it
imprudent to carry it home in the dark, and depofited it with the miftrefs.
Thence the queen inferred great intimacy; and thenceforwards lord Chefter-
field could obtain no favour from court; and, finding himfelf defperate, went
into oppofition. My father himfelf long afterwards told me the ftory, and
had become the principal obje of the peer’s fatiric .wit, though he had not
been the mover of his difgrace. The weight of thatanger fell more difgrace-
fully on the king, as'I {hall mention in the next chapter.

I will here interrupt the detail of what I have heard of the commencement
of that reign, and farther anccdotes of the queen and the miftrefs, till I have
related the fecond very memorable tranfaction of that ®ra; and which would
come in awkwardly, if poftponed till I have difpatched many {ubfequent par-
ticulars,

CH AP LER: VE

T the firft cotincil held by the new fovereign, Dr. Wake, archbifhop of
Canterbury, produced the will of the late king, and delivered it to the
fucceflor, expecing it would be opened and read in council.  On the contrary,
his majefty put it into his pocket, and ftalked out of the room, without utter-
ing a word on the {fubje&. .The. poor prelate was thunderftruck, and had
not the prefence of mind or the courage to demand the teftament’s being
opened, or at leaft to have it regiftered. No man prefent chofe to be more

Vor. IV, Qg hardy
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hardy than the perfon to shom the depofit had been trufted—perhaps none
of them immediately conceived the pofiible violation of fo folemn an a& {o
notorioufly exiftent, Still, as the king never mentioned the will more, whif-
pers only by degrees informed the public, that the will was burnt, at lealt that
its injunétions were never fulfilled.

What the contents were was never afcertained, Report faid, that forty
thoufand pounds had been bequeathed to the duchefs of Kendal; and more
vague rumours {poke of a large legacy to the queen of Pruffia, daughter of the
late king,  Of that bequelt demands were afterwards faid to have been fre-
quently and roughly made by her fon the great king of Pruflia, between
whom and his uncle fubfifted much inveteracy.

The legacy to the duchefs was fome time after on the brink of coming to
open and legal difcuffion. Lord Chefterfield marrying her niece and heirefs
the countefs of Walfingham, and refenting his own profcription at court, was
believed to have inflituted, or at leaft to have threatened, a fuit for recovery of
the legacy to the duchefs, to which he was then become entitled : and it was
as confidently believed that he was quieted by the payment of twenty thou-
fand pounds.

But if the archbifhop had too timidly betrayed the truft repofed in him
from weaknefs and want of {pirit, there were two other men who had no fuch
plea of imbecility, and who, being independent and above being awed, bafely
facrificed their honour and integrity for pofitive fordid gain. George the firft
had depofited duplicates of his will with two fovereign German princes—I
will not fpecify them, becaufe at this diftance of time 1 do not perfectly re-
colle& their titles ; but I was aflually fome years ago thown a copy of a letter
from one of our ambafladors abread te a fecretary of ftate at that period, in
which the ambaflador faid, one of the princes in queftion would accept the
proftered fubfidy, and had delivered, or would deliver, the duplicate of the
king’s will. The other truftee was no doubt as little confcientious and as
corrupt.—It is pity the late king of Pruffia did not learn their infamous trea~
chery!

Difconrfing once with lady Suffolk on that fupprefled teftament, fhe made
the only plaufible fhadow of an excufe that could be made for George the fe-
cond
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cond—She told e, that George the firft had burnt two wills made in favour
of his fon. They were probably the wills of the duke and duchefs of Zell;
or one of them might be that of his mother the princefs Sophia.

The crime of the firlt George could only palliate, not Juftify, the crimina-
lity of the fecond ; for the fecond did not punifh the guilty but the innocent,
But bad precedents are always dangerous, and too likely to be copied.

CHAPLTER VI

WILL now refume the flory of lady Suffolk, whofe hiftory, though fhe had

nonc of that influence on the tranfalions of the cabinet that was expe@-
ed, will ftill probably be more entertaining to two young ladies, than a ma-
gifterial detail of political events, the traces of which at leaft may be found in
journals and brief chronicles of the times. The intérior of courts and the
lefler features of hiftory are precifely thofe with' which we are leaft acquaint-
ed, I mean of the age preceding our own, Such anccdotes are forgotten in
the multiplicity of thofe that enfue, or réfide only in the memory of idle old
perfons, or have not yet emerged into publicity from the porte-feuilles of fuch
garrulous Brantomes as myfelf. Trifling I will not call myfelf; for, while I
have {uch charming difciples as you two to inform ; and though acute or
plodding politicians, for whom they are not meant, may condemn thefe pages;
which is preferable, the labour of an hiftorian who toils for fame and for ap-
plaufe from he knows not whom ; or my carelefs commiflion to paper of per-
haps infignificant paflages thatI remember, but penned for the amufement of
a pair of fuch fenfible and cultivated minds as I never met at fo carly an age,
and whofe fine eyes I do know will read me with candour, and allow me
that mite of fame to which I afpire, their approbation of my endeavours to
divert their evenings in the country ¢ O Guicciardin ! is pofthumous renown
fo valuable as the fatisfaCtion of reading thefe court-tales to thelovely B—ys?

Henrietta Hobart was daughter of fir Henry, and fiker of fir John
Qq 2 Hobart,
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Hobart, knight of the bath on the revival of the order, and afterwards by her
intereft made a baron ; and fince created earl of Buckingham(hire.

She was firft married to Mr. Howard, the younger brother of more than
onc earl of Suffolk ; to which title he at laft fucceeded himfelf, and left a fon
by her, who was the laft earl of that branch. She had but the flender fortune
of an ancient baronet’s daughter; and Mr. Howard’s circumftances were the
reverfe of opulent. It was the clofe of queen Anne’s reign: the young
couple faw no ftep more prudent than to refort to Hanover, and endeavour to
ingratiate themfelves with the future fovereigns of England. Still {fo narrow
was their fortune, that, Mr. Howard finding it expedient to give a dinner to
the Hanoverian minifters, Mrs. Howard is faid to have facrificed her beauti~
ful head of hair to pay for the expence. It muft be recollected, that at that
period were in fathion thofe enormous full-bottomed wigs which often coft
twenty and thirty guineas, Mrs. Howard was extremely acceptable to the
intelligent princefs Sophia—but did not at that time make farther impreflion
on the eleftoral prince, than on_his father’s fucceflion to the crown to be ap-
pointed one of the bedchamber-women to the new princefs of Wales.

The elder whig politicians became minifters to the king. The moft pro-
mifing of the young lords and gentlemen of that party, and the prettieft and
livelieft of the young ladies, formed the new court of the prince and princefs
of Wales. 'The apartment of the bedchamber-woman in waiting became
the fathionable evening rendezvous of the moft diftinguithed wits and
beauties. Lord Chefterfield, then lord Stanhope, lord Scarborough, Carr lord
Hervey, elder brother of the more known John lord Hervey, and reckoned
to have fuperior parts, general (at that time only colonel) Charles Churchill,
and others not neceflary to rehearfe, were conftant attendants: Mifs Lepelle,
afterwards lady Hervey, my mother lady Walpole, Mrs. Selwyn, mother of
the famous George, and herfelf of much vivacity and pretty, Mrs. Howard,
and above all for univerfal admiration, mifs Bellenden, one of the maids of
honour.- Her face and perfon were charming ; lively fhe was. almoft to etour-
derie ; and fo agreeable fhe was, that I never heard her mentioned afterwards
by one of her cotemporaries who did not prefer her as the moft perfe& crea-
ture they ever knew. The prince frequented the waiting-room, and foon felt a
fironger inclination for her than he ever entertained but for his princefs.
Mifs Bellenden by no means felt a reciprocal paffions The prince’s gallantry

wag
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was by no means delicate ; and his avarice difgufted her. One evening fitting
by her, he took out his purfe and counted his money. He repeated the nume-
ration: the giddy Bellenden loft her patience and cried out, * Sir, I cannot
bear it ! if you count your money any mere 1 will go out of the room.” The
chink of the gold did not tempt her more than the perfon of his royal high-
nefs. In fa@, her heart was engaged ; and {o the prince, finding his love fruit-
lefs, fufpected. He was even fo generous as to promife her, thatif the would
difcover the obje& of her choice, and would engage not to marry without his
privity, he would confent to the match, and would be kind to her hufband.
She gave himthe promife heexa&ted, but withoutacknowledging the perfon; and
then, left his highnefs thould throw any obflacle in the way, married, without
his knowledge, colonel Campbell, one of the grooms of his bedchamber, and
who long afterwards fucceeded to the title of Argyle at the death of duke
Archibald. The prince never forgave the breach of her word ; and whenever
fhe went to the drawing-room, as from her hufband’s fituation fhe was fome-
times obliged to do, though trembling at what the knew f{he was to undergo,
the prince always {tepped up to her, and whifpered fome very harfh reproach
in her ear. Mrs. Howard was the intimate friend of mifs Bellenden, had been
the confidante of the prince’s paflion, and, on Mrs. Campbell’s eclipfe, fuc=
ceeded to her friend’s poft of favourite—but not to her refiftance.

From the fteady decorum of Mrs, Howard, I (hould conclude that fhe would
have preferred the advantages of her fituation to the oftentatious eclat of it:
but many obftacles ftood in the way of total concealment ; nor do I fuppofe
that love had any fhare in the facrifice fhe made of her virtue. She had felt
poverty, and was far from difliking power. Mr. Howard was probably as
little agreeable to her as he proved worthlefs. The king, though very amo-
rous, was certainly more attraced by a filly idea he had entertained of gallantry
being becoming, than by a love of variety ; and he added the more egregious
folly of fancying that inconftancy proved he was not governed: but {o awk=
wardly did he manage that artifice, that it but demonftrated more clearly the
influence of the queen. 'With fuch a difpofition, fecrecy would by no means
have anfwered his majefty’s views : yet the publicity of the il‘lt[‘ig.‘l.‘tﬂ was ef-
pecially owing to Mr. Howard, who, far from ceding his wife quietly, went
one night into the quadrangle of St. James’s, and vociferoufly demanded her
to be reftoréd to him before the guards and other audience. ~ Being thruft out,

he fent a letter to her by the archbifhop of Canterbury reclaiming her, and
the
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the archbifhop by Ais infiru@ions configned the fummons to the queen, who
had the malicious pleafure of delivering the letter to her rival.

Such intemperate proccedings by no means invited the new miftrefs to
leave the afylum of St. James’s. She was fafe while under the royal roof:
even after the rupture between the king and prince (for the affair commenced
in the reign of the firft George), and though the prince, on quitting St. James’s,
refided in a private houfe, it was too ferious an enterprife to attempt to take
his wife by force out of the palace of the prince of Wales. The cafe was al-
tered, when, on the arrival of fummer, their royal highnefles were to remove
to Richmond. Being only woman of the bedchamber, etiquette did not al-
low Mrs, Howard the entrée of the coach with the princefs. She apprehend-
ed that Mr. Howard might feize her on the road. To bafle fuch an attempt,
her friends John duke of Argyle, and his brother the earl of Ilay, called her in
the coach of one of them by eight o’clock in the morning of the day, at noon
of which the prince and princefs were to remove, and lodged her fafely in
their houfe at Richmond. During the fummer a negotiation was commenced
with the obftreperous hufband, and he fold his own noify honour and the
pofleflion of his wife for a penfion of twelve hundred a year.

Thefe now little-known anccdotes of Mr. Howard’s behaviour I received
between twenty and thirty years afterwards from the mouth of lady Suffolk
herfelf. She had left the court about the year 1733, and pafled her fummers
at her villa of Marble-hill at Twickenham, living very retired both there and
in London. I purchafed Strawberry-hill in 1747 ; and being much ac-
quainted with the houfes of Dorfet, Vere, and others of lady Suffolk’s inti-
mates, was become known to her ; though the and my father had been at the
head of two fuch hoftile factions at court. Becoming neighbours, and both,
after her fecond hufband’s death, living fingle and alone, our acquaintance
turned to intimacy. She was extremely deaf, and confequently had more fa-
tisfaltion in narrating than in liftening ; her memory both of remote and of
the moft recent facls was corre@ beyond belief. I, like you, was indulgent
to, and fond of old anecdotes. Each of us knew different parts of many court-
{tories, and each was eager to learn what either could relate more; and thus,
by comparing notes, we fometimes could make out difcoveries of a * third

* The fame thing has happened to me by opened to me or cleared up fome third fadl,
books. A paflage lately read has recalled fome which neither {eparately would have expounded,
ather formerly perufed ; and both together have

circumftance,
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cireumftance, before unknown to both, T'hofe evenings, and T had many of
them in autumnal nights, were extremely agreeable ; and if this chain of mi-
nutiz proves {o to you, you owe perhaps to thofe converfations the fidelity of
my memory, which thofe repetitions recalled and ftamped fo laftingly.

In this narrative will it be unwelcome to you, if I fubjoin a faithful por-
trait of the heroine of this part? Lady Suffolk was of a juft height, well made,
extremely fair, with the fineft light brown hair; was remarkably genteel, and
always well drelt with tafte and fimplicity. Thofe were her perfonal charms,
for her face was regular and agreeable rather than beautiful ; and thofe charms
the retained with little diminution to her death at the age of 79. Her mental
qualifications were by no means thining ; her eyes and countenance {howed
her chara&er, which was grave and mild. Her firiét love of truth and her
accurate memory were always in unifon, and made her too circumftantial on
trifles. She was difcreet without being referved ; and having no bad quali-
tics, and belng conftant to her conneions, fhe preferved uncommon réfped
to the end of her life ; and from the propriety and decency of her behaviour
was 'always treated as if her virtue had never been queftioned ; her friends
even affeting to fuppofe that her connef@tion with the king had been confined
to pure friendthip.—Unfortunately, his majefty’s paffions were too indelicate to
have been confined to Platonic love fora woman who was deaf *—fentiments
he had exprefled in a letter to the queen, who, however jealous of lady Suf-
folk, had latterly dreaded the king’s contrafting a new attachment to a
younger rival, and had prevented lady Suffolk from leaving the court as carly
as the had withed to do. * I don’t know,” faid his majefty, * why you will
not let me part withan old deaf woman of whem I am weary,”

Her credit had always been extremely limited by the queen’s fuperior in-
fluence, and by the devation of the minifter to her majefty. Excepta barony,
a red ribband, and a good place for her brother, lady Suffolk could fucceed but

* Lady Suffolk was early affeGted with deaf-
Chefelden the furgeon, then in favour at
court, perfuaded her that he had hopes of being
able to cure deafnefs by fome aperation on the
drum of the ear, and offered to try the experi-
ment on a condemned conviét then in Newgate,
who was deaf. If the man could be pardoned,

4

!12{5.

he would try it; and, if he fucceeded, would
praétife the fame cure on herladyfhip. She
obtained the man’s pardon, who was coufin to
Chefelden, who had feigned that pretended dif-
covery to fave his relation—and no more was
heard of the experiment. The man faved his
car too—but Chelelden was difgraced-ar court.

in
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in very fubordinate recommendations. Her own acquifitions were fo mode-
rate, ‘that, befides Marble-hill which coft the king ten or twelve thoufand
pounds, her complaifance had not been too dearly purchafed. She left the
court with an income fo little to be envied, that, though an econemift and not
expenlive, by the lapfe of fome annuities on lives not {o prolonged as her own,
{he found herfelf ftraitened ; and, befides Marble-hill, did not at moft leave
twenty thoufand pounds to her family, ' On ‘quitting court, {he married Mr.,
George Berkeley, and outlived him.

No eftablithed miftrefs of a {overeign ever enjoyed lefs of the brilliancy of
the fitvation than lady Suffolk. Watched and thwarted by the queen, dil-
claimed by the minifter, the owed to the dignity of her own behaviour, and
to the contradi@ion of #4eir enemies, the chief refpet that was paid to her,
and which but ill-compenfated for the flavery of her attendance, and the mor-
tifications fhe endured. She was elegant; her lover the reverfe, and moft un-
entertaining, and void of confidence in her. His motions too were mea-
fured by etiquette and the clock. He vifited her every evening at nine; but
with fuch dull punétuality, that he frequently walked about his chamber for
ten minutes with his watch in his hand, if the flated minute was not
arrived.

But from the queen fhe tafted more pofitive vexations, Till fhe became
countefs of Suffolk, the conftantly drefled the queen’s head, who delighted in
fubje@ing her to fuch fervile offices, though always apologizing to ber good
Howard. Often her majelty had more complete triumph. It happened
more than once, that the king, coming. into the room while the queen was
drefling, has fnatched off her handkerchief, and, turning rudely to Mrs.
Howard, has.cried, “ Becaufe you have an ugly neck yourfelf, you hide the
queen’s.”

It is certain that the king always preferred the queen’s perfon to that of any
other woman ; nor ever defcribed his idea of beauty, but he drew the pi&ture
of his wife.

Queen Caroline was faid to have been very handfome at her marriage, foon
after which fhe had the {mall-pox; but was little marked by it, and retained a
moft pleafing countenance. It was full of majefty or mildnefs as the pleafed,

and
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and her penetrating eyes expreflfed whatever fhe had a mind they fhould. Her
voice too was captivating, and her hands beautifully fmall, plump and grace-
ful. Her underflanding was uncommonly ftrong ; and fo was her refolution.
From their earlieft connection fhe had determined to govern the king, and de-
ferved to do {o; for her fubmiffion to his will was unbounded, her fenfe much
fuperior, and his honour and intereft always took place of her own: fo that
her love of power, that was predominant, was dearly bought, and rarely ill-
employed. She was ambitious too of fame ; but, thackled by her devotion to
the king, the feldem could purfue that object. She wifhed to be a patronels of
learned men : but George had no refpect for them or their works; and her
majefty’s own tafte was not very exquifite, nor did he allow her time to cul-
tivate any ftudies. Her generofity would have difplayed itfelf, for the valued
money but as the inftrument of her good purpofes : but he flinted her alike
in almoft all her paflions; and though fhe wifked for nothing more than to
be liberal, {he bore the imputation of his avarice, as the did of others of his
faults. Often when fhe had made prudent and proper promifes of preferment,
and could not perfuade the king to comply, fhe fuffered the breach of word
to fall on her, rather than refle& on him. Though his affe@ion and confi-
dence in her were implicit, he lived in dread of being fuppofed to be go-
verned by her; and that {illy parade was extended even to the moft private
moments of bufinefs with my father: whenever he entered, the queen
rofe, curtfied and retired, or offered to retire. Sometimes the king conde-
fcended to bid her ftay—on both occafions fhe and fir Robert had previoully
fettled the bufinefs to be difcufled. -Sometimes the king would quath the pro-
pofal in queftion ; and yield after re-talking it over with hee—but then he
boafted to fir Robert that he himfelf had better confidered it.

One of the queen’s delights was the improvement of the garden at Rich-
mond; and the king believed fhe paid for all with her own money—nor
would he ever look at her intended plans, faying, he did not care how fhe
flung away her own revenue. He little fufpected the aids fir Robert furnifh-
ei.to her from the treafury. When fhe died, the was indebted twenty thou-
{and pounds to the king,

Her learning 1 have faid was fuperficial ; her knowledge of: languages as
little accurate,” The king, with a bluff Weftphalian accent, fpoke Englith cor-
“rectly. The queen’s chief ftudy was divinity ; and fhe had rather weakened
Vor. IV, Rr her
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her faith than enlightened it. She was at leaft not orthodox ; and her confi-
dante lady Sundon, an abfurd and pompous fimpleton, {wayed her countenance
towards the lefs-believing clergy. The queen however was fo fincere at her
death, that when archbifhop Potter was to adminifter the facrament to her,
the declined taking it, very few perfons being in the room. When the prelate
retired, the courtiers in the anti-room crowded round him, crying, *“ My lord,
has the queeh received "7 His grace artfully eluded the queftion, only faying
moft devoutly, “ her majefty was in 2 heavenly difpofition”—and the truth
efcaped the public,

She fuffered more unjufily by declining to fee her fon, theprince of Wales,
to whom fhe fent her blefling and forgivenels—but conceiving the extreme
diftrefs it would lay on the king, fhould he thus be forced to forgive fo im-
penitent a fon, er to banifh him again if once recalled,fhe heroically preferred
a meritorious hufband to a worthlefs child.

The queen’s greateft error was too high an opinion of her own addrefs and
art : {he imagined that all who did not dare to contradiét her, were impofed’
upon ; and fhe had the additional weaknefs of thinking that fhe could play
off many perfons without being difcovered. That miftaken humour, and’
at other times her hazarding very offenfive truths, made her many enemies:
and her duplicity in fomenting jealoufies between the minifters, that each
might be more dependent on herfelf, was no found wifdom. ° It wasthe queen
who blew into a flame the ill-blood between {ir Robert Walpole and his bro~
ther-in-law lord Townthend. Yet though fhe difliked fome of the cabinet,
fhe never let her own prejudices difturb the king’s affairs, provided the cb-
noxious paid no court to the miftrefs, Lord Ilay was the only man, who, by
managing Scotland for fir Robert Walpole, was maintained by him in fpite of
his attachment to lady Suffolk.

The queen’s great fecret was her own rupture, which till her lift illnefs no-
body knew but the king, her German nurfe Mrs. Mailborne, and one otner
perfon. To prevent all fulpicion, her majefty would frequently * ftand for

fome

= While the queen drefled, prayers ufed to be waiting, was one day ordered to bid the ¢hap-
tedde in the outward room, where hung a naked * lain Dr. Madox (afterwards bifhop of Worcef-
Venus. Mrs. Selwyn, bed-chamber.woman in ter) begin the fervice. He faid archly, * And 2
. VEry
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fome minutesin her fhift talking to her ladies ; and though labouring with fo
dangerous a complaint, fhe made it fo invariable a rule never to refufe a defire
of the king, that every morning at Richmond fhe walked feveral miles with
him ; and more than once when fhe had the gout in her foot, fhe dipped her
whole leg in cold water to be ready to attend him. The pain, her bulk, and
the exercife, threw her into fuch fits of perfpiration as vented the gout—but
thofe exertions haftened the crifis of her diftemper. It was great fhrewdnefs
in fir Robert Walpole, who, before her diftemper broke out, difcovered her
{ccret.  On my mother’s death, who was of the queen’s age, her majefty afked
fir Robert many phyfical queftions—but he remarked, that fhe ofteneft re-
verted to a rupture, which had not been the illnefs of his wife. When he
came home, he faid to me, * Now, Horace, I know by poffeflion of what fe-
cret lady Sundon has preferved fuch an afcendant over the queen.” He wasin
the right. How lady Sundon had wormed herfelf into that myftery was never
known. As fir Robert maintained his influence over the clergy by Gibfon
bifhop of London, he often met with troublefome obftru&ions from lady Sun-
don, who efpoufed, as I have [aid, the heterodox clergy ; and fir Robert could
never fthake her credit.

Yet the queen was conftantin her prote@ion of fir Robert, and the day be-
fore the dicd gave aftrong mark of her conviGtion that he was the firmeft fup-
port theking had. As they two alone were ftanding by the queen’s bed, fhe
pathetically recommended, not the minifter to the fovereign, but the mafter to
the fervant. Sir Robert was alarmed, and feared the recommendation would
leave a fatal impreflion—but a fhort time after the king reading with fir Ro-
bert fome intercepted letters from Germany, which faid that now the queen
was gone fir Robert would have no prote&tion: * On the contrary,” faid the
king, “ you know fhe recommended me to you.,” This marked the notice
he had taken of the expreflion; and it was the only notice he evertook of it:
nay, his majefty’s grief was fo exceflive and fo fincere, that his kindnefs to his
minifter feemed to inereafe for the queen’s fake.

The queen’s dread of a rival wag a feminine weaknefs: the behaviour of
her eldeft fon was a real thorn, He early difplayed his averfion to his mo-

very proper altar-piece is here, madam!” Queen lain flopped. The queen fent to afk: why he did
Anne had the fame cuftom ; and once ordering not proceed ? He replied, * he wounld not whiftle
the dooy to be fhut while the fhifted, the chap- the word of Ged through the key-hole.”

Rr 2 ther,
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ther, who perhaps aflumed too much at firft; yet it is certain that her good
fenfe and the intereft of her family would have prevented if poffible the mutual
diflike of the father and fon, and their reciprocal contempt. As the oppofi-
tion gave into all adulation towards the prince, his ill-poifed head and vanity
fwallowed all theirincenfe. He even carly after his arrival had liftened to a
high a& of difobedience. Money he foon wanted: old Sarah, duchefs of
Marlborongh*, ever proud and ever malignant, was perfuaded to offer her fa-
vourite grand-daughter lady Diana Spencer, afterwards duchefs of Bedford, to
the prince of Wales, with a fortune of an hundred thoufand pounds. He ac-
cepted the propofal, and the day was fixed for their being fecretly married at
the duchefs’s lodge in the great park at Windfor. Sir Robert Walpole got in-
telligence of the projec, prevented it, and the fecret was buried in filence.

Youth, folly, and indifcretion, the beauty of the young lady, and a large
fum of ready money, might have offered fomething likea plea for fo rath a
marriage, hadit taken place: but what could excufe, what indeed could pro-
voke, the fenfelefs and barbarous infult offered to the king and queen by Fre-
deric’s taking his wife out of the palace of Hampton-court in the middle of
the night when fhe was in a&ual labour, and carrying her, at the imminent rifk
of the lives of herand the child, to the unaired palice and bed at St. James’s ?

* That woman, who had rifen to greatnefs
and independent wealth by the weaknefs of an-
other queen, forgot, like the duc D'Epernon,
her own unmerited exaltation, and affc@ed to
brave {uccellive courts, though fprung from the

will take away his orange cheft ’—which it did
Tefemble.  She did not want that fort of wit 2
which ill-temper, long knowledge of the world,
and infolence can {harpen—and envying the fa-

vour which fhe no longer poflefied, fir R. Wal-
dregs of one. i

When the prince of Orange pole was often the object of her fatire.  Yet her
camie over tomarry the princels royal Anne, 2 g

great friend lord Godelphin, the treafurer, had
boarded gallery with a pent-lhoufe roof was enjoined her to preferve very different fenti-

ments. ‘T'he duchefls and my father and mother
were ftanding by the earl’s bed at St. Albans as
he was dying. Taking fir Robert by the hand,
lord Gedolphin turned to the due
* Madam, fhould you ever defert this young
man, and there fhould be a poflibility of return-
bog from the grave,I thall certainly appear to
you.”—Her grace did not believe in fpirits.

erected for the proeeflion from the windows of
the great drawing-room at St. James’s crofs the
garden to the Lutheran chapel in the friary. The
prince being indifpofed and going to Bath, the
marriage was deferred for fome weeks, and the
boarded gallery remained, darkening the win-
dows of Marlborough-houfe. The duchefs
cried, ¢ I wonder when my neighbour George

{5 and {aid,

# Baron Gleicken, minifter from Denmark in France, beingat I'aris foon after the king his mafter had been

there, and a French lady being fo ill-bred as to begin cenfuring the king to him, {
wune tete }"—% Couronnde," replied be inflantly, fiopping her by fo genteela hint,

ing, *“ Ah! monfieur, c'elt

Had
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Had he no way of affronting his parents but by venturing to kill his wife and
the heir of the crown? A baby that wounds itfelf to vex its nurfe is not more
void of refle@ion. The fcene which commenced by unfecling idiotifm clofed
with paltry hypoerily. 'The queen, on the firlt notice of her fon’s exploit, fet
out for St. James's to vilit the princefs by feven in the morning. The gra-
cious prince, fo far from attempting an apology, {poke not a word to his mo-
ther; but on her retreat gave her his hand, led her into the fireet to her coach
—ftill dumb !—but a crowd being affembled at the gate, he kneeled down in
the dirt, and humbly kiffed her majefty’s hand.—Her indignation muft have
{hrunk into contempt !

After the death of the queen, lady Yarmouth came over; who had been the
king’s miftrefs at Hanover during his latter journeys and with the queen’s
privity, for he always made her the con fidante of his amours ; which made Mrs.
Selwyn once tell him, he fhould be the laft man with whom fhe would have
an intrigue, for fhe knew he would tell the queen. In his letters to the latter
from Hanover, he faid, ¢ You muft love the Walmoden, for fhe loves me.”
She was created a countels; and had much weight with him, but never em-
ployed her credit but to aflifl his minifters, or to convert fome honours and fa-
vours to her own advantage. She had two fons, who both bore her hufband’s
name ; but the younger, though never acknowledged, was fuppofed the king’s,
and confequently did not mifs additional homage from the courtiers, That
incenfe being one of the recommendations to the countenance of lady Yar-
mouth drew lord Chefterfield into a ridiculous diftrefs. On his being made fe-
cretary of ftate, he found a fair young lad in the anti-chamber at St. James’s,

hat home, the earl, concluding it was the miftrels’s fon, was

who feeming muc
profufe of attentions to the boy, and more prodigal fill of.his prodigious
The fhrewd boy received all his lordfhip’s vows with

regard for his mamma. :
betraying himfelf :—at laft he faid, * I {fuppofe your

indulgence, and without
lordfhip takes me for malter Louis; but I am only fir William Ruffel, one of
the pages.”

The king's laft years pafled as regulaily as clock- work. At‘ nine at night
he had cards in the apartment of his daughters the p;’im:c[les Amelia and’
Yarmouth, two or three of the late queen’s ladies, and as

Caroline, with lady .
manv of the moft-favoured officers of his own houthold. Every Saturday in
uniform party, but without his daughters, to dine at

fummer he carried that ‘
4 Riclimond';
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Richmond : they went in coaches and fix in the middle of the day, with the
heavy horfe-guards kicking up the duft before them, dined, walked an hour in
the garden, returned in the fame dufty parade; and his majefty fancied himfelf
the moft gallant and lively prince in Eurcpe,

His laft year was glorious and triumphant beyond example ; and his death
was moft felicitous to himfelf, being without a pang, without tafting a reverfe,
and when his fight and hearing were fo nearly extinguifhed, that any prolon~
gation could but have fwelled to calamities.

CHAPT ER VHE

AM tempted to drain sy memory of all its rubbifh, and will fet down a few
more of my recolledtions, but with lefs method than I have uled even in the

foregoing pages.

1 have faid little or nothing of the king’s two unmarried daughters. Though
they lived in the palace with him, he never admitted them to any fhare in his
politics ; and if any of the minifters paid them the compliment of feeming at-
tachment, it was more for the air than for the reality. The princefs royal
Anne, married in Holland, was of a moft imperious and ambitious nature, and
on her mother’s death, hoping to fucceed to her eredit, came from Holland on
pretence of ill health : but the king, aware of her plan, was fo offended, that he
fent her to Bath as foon as fhe arrived, and as peremptorily back to Holland—
I think, without fuffering her to pafs twonightsin London.

Princefs Amelia, as well-difpofed to meddle, was confined to receiving court
from the duke of Newcaftle, who affeéted to be in love with her, and from the
duke of Grafton, in whofe conne@ion with her there was more reality.

Princefs Caroline, one of the moft excellent of women, was devoted to the
gueen, who, as well as the king, had fuch confidence in her veracity, that on
5 any
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any difagreement amongft their children, they faid, * Stay, fend for Caro-
ling, and then we fhall know the truth.”

The memorable lord Hervey had dedicated himfelf to the queen, and cer-
tainly towards her death had gained great afcendance with her. She had made
him privy feal ; and as he took care to keep as well with fir Robert Walpole, no
man ftocd in a more profperous light, But lord Hervey, who Handled all the
weapons * of a court, had alfo madea deep impreffion on the heart of the virtu-
ous princefs Caroline ; and as there was a mortal antipathy between the duke of
Grafton and lord Hervey, the court was often on the point of being difturbed
by the enmity of the favourites of the two princefles. The death of the
queen deeply affeGted her daughter Caroline ; and the change of the miniftry
four years after diflodged lord Hervey, whom for the queen’s fake the king
would have faved, and who very ungratefully fatirifed the king in- a ballad as
if he had facrificed him voluntarily. Difappointment, rage, and a diftempered
conftitution carried lord Hervey off, and overwhelmed his princefs: fhe never
appeared in public after the queen’s death ; and, being dreadfully afflited with
the rheumatifm, never ftirred out of her apartment, and rejoiced at her own
diffolution fome years before her father:

Her fifter Amelia leagued herfelf with the Bedford faction during the latter
part of her father’slife,.  When he died, fhe eftablifhed herfelf refpedably ;.
but enjoying no favour with her nephew, and hating the princefs dowager,
fhe made a plea of her deafnefs, and foon totally abftained from St, James’s.

The duke of Cumberland never or very rarely interfered in politics.
Power he would have liked, but never feemed to court it. His paffion would
have been to command the army ; and he would, 1 doubt, have been-too ready
to aggrandize the crown by it. But {ucceflive difgufts weaned: his mind from
all purfuits; and the grandeur of his fenfe * and philofophy made him in-

different

* He had broken with Frederic prince of Wales  told fir Robert Walpole that lie believed hime
on having fhared the favours of his miftrefs, mifs felf father of the child.
Vane, one of the queen’s maids of honour. * The duke in his very childhood gaveamark
When fhe fell in labour at St. James's and was of his fenfe and firmnefs, He had difpleafed
delivered of a fon, which fhe afcribed’ to the the queen, and fhe fent him up to his chamber.
piince, lord Hervey and lord Harrington each When he appeared again, he was fullen. © Wil-

lam,>
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different to a world that had difappointed all his views. The unpopularity
which the Scotch and Jacobites fpread againft him for his merit in {upprefling
the rebellion, his brother’s jealoufy, and the contempt he himfelf felt for the
prince, his own ill-fuccefs in his battles abroad, and his father’s treacherous fa-
crifice of him on the convention of Clefter-feven, the dereli€tion of his two
political friends lord Holland and lord Sandwich, and the rebuffing fpite of
the princefs dowager; all thofe mortifications centering on a conftitution
evidently tending to diffolution, made him totally negle@ himfelf, and ready
to thake off being, as an incumbrance not worth the attention of a {uperior un-

derftanding,

From the time the duke firft appeared on the ftage of the publie, all his fa-
thei’s minifters had been blind to his royal highnefs’s capacity, or were afraid
of it. ~ Lord Granville, too giddy himfelf to found a young prince, had treated
him arrogantly, when the king and the earl had projeted a match forhim
with the princefs of Denmark. The duke, accuftomed by the queen and his
governor Mr. Poyntz to venerate the wilfdom of fir Robert Walpole, then on
his death-bed, fent Mr. Poyntz the day but one before {ir Robert expired to
confult him how to avoid the match, Sir Robert advifed his royal highnefs
to ftipulate for an ample fettlement. The duke took the fage council—and
heard no more of his intended bride.

The low ambition of lord Hardwicke, the childifh paflion for power of the
duke of Newcaftle, and the peevifh jealoufy of Mr, Pelham, combined on the
death of the prince of Wales to exclude the duke of Cumberland from the
regency (in cafe of a minority), and to make them flatter themfelves that they
thould gain the favour of the princefs dowager by cheating her with the fem-
blance of power. The duke refented the flight, but fcorned to make any
claim. The princefs never forgave the infidious homage, and, in concurrence
with lord Bute, totally eftranged the affeCtion of the young king from his
uncle, nor allowed him a fhadow of influence.

liam,” faid the queen, “what have you been what aboutthem” # Why, that Jefus faid to
doing #”  “ Reading.” ¢ Reading what?” Mary, Woman! what haft thou to do with
“ The bible.” “ And what did you read g "

there ¢ About Jefus and Mary.”—=t¢ And

CHAP-
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LR 0P T E R IX.

HAVE done with royal perfonages. Shall I add a codicil on fome remark-

able charaters that I remember? As Iam writing for young ladies, I have
chiefly dwelt on heroines of your own fex, They too fhall compofe my laft
chapter.  Enter the duchefles of Marlborough and Buckingham.

Thofe two women were confiderable perfonages in their day. The firlt, her
own beauty, the {uperior talents of her hufband in war, and the caprice of a
feeble princefs, raifed to the higheft pitch of power; and the prodigious wealth
bequeathed to her by her lord, and accumulated in concert with her, gave her
weight in a free country. The other, proud of royal though illegitimate
_ birth, was from the vanity of that birth fo zealoufly attached to her expelled

brother the pretender, that fhe never ceafed labouring to effec his reftoration :
and as the oppofition to the houfe of Brunfwic was compofed partly of prin-
cipled jacobites, of tories, who either knew not what their own principles were,
or diffembled them to themfelves ; and of whigs, who from hatred of the mi-
nifter both aGted in concert with the jacobites, and rejoiced in their affiftance ;
two women of {fuch wealth, rank, and enmity to the court, were fure of great
attention from all the difcontented.

The beauty of the duchefs of Marlborough had always been of the fcornful
and imperious kind, and her features and air announced nothing that her
temper did not confirm. * Both together, her beauty and temper, enilaved her
heroic lord.  One of her principal charms was a prodigious abundance of fine
fair hair. One day at her toilet, in anger to him, the cut off thofe commanding
trefles and flung them in his face. Nor did her infolence ftop there; nor ftop
till it had totally eftranged and worn out the patience of the poor queen,
her miftrefs. The duchefs was often feen to give her majefty her fan and
gloves and turn away her own head, as if the queen had offenfive fimells,

Incapable of due refpet to fuperiors, it was no wonder f(he treated her chil-
dren and inferiors with fupercilious contempt. Her eldeft daughter and (he
were long at variance, and never reconciled. 'When the younger duchefs ex-

Vou.IV. Ss pofed
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pofed herfelf by placing a monument and filly epitaph, of her own comg?oﬁtion
and bad E'pa‘_ulin'g, to Congreve in Weftminfter-abbey, her mother, quoting the
words, faid,  I'know not what pleafure fhe might have in his company, but I
am fure it was no henour.” With her youngeft daughter the duchels of Mon-
tagu old Sarah agreed as ill.—* I wonder,” faid the duke of Marlborough to
them, ® that you cannot agree, you are fo alike I” Of her grand-daughter the
duchefs of Manchefter, daughter of the duchels of Montagu, (he affedted to
befond. Oune day fhe faid to her, *“ Duchefls of Manchefter, you are a good
creature, and I love vou mightily—but you Aave a mother!” * And flie has a
mother !” anfwered the Manchefter; who was all {pirit, juftice and honour,
and could not fupprefs fudden truth.

One of old Marlborough’s capital mortifications{prung from a grand-dangh-
ter. ‘The moft beautiful of her four charming daughters, lady Sunderland %,
Teft ‘two * fons, the fecond duke of Marlborough, and John Spencer, who
became her heir, and Anne lady Bateman, and lady Diana Spencer whom 1
have mentioned, and who became duchefs of Bedford. The duke and his
brother, to humour their grandmother, were in oppofition, though the eldeft
fhe never loved. He had good fenfe, infinite generofity, and not more ceco-
nomy than was to be expeéted from a young man of warm paflions and fuch
vaft expeCations. He was modeft and diffident too, but could not digeft
total dependence on a capricious and avaricious grandmother, His fifter lady
Bateman had the intriguing {pirit of her father and grandfather earls of Sun-
derland. She was connected with Henry Fox the firft lord Holland, and both
had great influence over the duke of Marlborough. What -an obje@ would
it be to Fox to convert to the court fo great a fubje@ as the duke! Nor was
it much lefs important to his fifter to give him a wife, who, with .no reafons
for expectation of fuch fhining fortune, thould owe the obligation to her !
Lady Bateman firuck the firft ftroke, and perfuaded her brother to marry a

' Lady Sunderland was a great politician 3 and
having like her mother a moft beautiful head
of hair; ufed while combing it at her toilet tore-
ceive men whole votes or intereft the withed to
mfluence.

* She had an elder fon who died young, while
only earl of Sunderland. He had parts, and all
the ambition of his parents and of his family
{which his younger brothers had not); but

I

George IT. had conceived fuch an averfion to
his father that he would not employ him. The
young earl at laft aflked fir Robert Walpole for
an enfigney in the guards. The minilter; afto-
nifhed at fo humble "a requeft from a man of
fuch confequence, exprefled his furprife—¢ I
alk it,” faid the young lord, * to afcertain whea
ther it is determined that I thall never have any
thing,”” He died foon after at Paris.

handfome
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handfome young lady, who unluckily was daughter of lord Trevor, who had
been a bitter enemy of his grandfather the viGorious duke. The grandam’s
rage exceeded all bounds. Having a portrait of lady Bateman, the blackened
the face, and wrote on it, “ Now her outfide is as black as her infide.” The
duke fhe turned out of the little lodge in Windlor park; and then pretending
that the new duchefs and her female coufins, eight Trevors, had firipped the
houfe and garden, fhe had a puppet-fhow made with waxen figures repre-
fenting the Trevors tearing up the fhrubs, and the duchefs carrying off the
chicken-coop under her arm,

Her fury did but increafe when Mr. Fox prevailed on the duke to go over
to the court. With her coarfe intemperate humour fhe faid, * That was the
Fox that had ftolen her goofe.” Repeated injuries at laft drove the duke to go
to law with her. Fearing that even no lawyer would come up to the Billingl-
gate with which fhe was animated herfelf, fhe appeared in the court of juf+
tice, and with fome wit and infinite abufe treated the laughing public with the
fpe&tacle of a woman who had held the reins of empire metamoiphofed into the
widow Blackacre. Her grandfon in his fuit demanded a fword fet with dia-
monds given to his grandfire by the emperor. ~* I retained it,” faid the bel-
dame, “left he fhould pick out the diamonds and pawn them.”

T will repeat but one more inftance of her infolent afperity, which produced
an admirable reply of the famous lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lady Sun-
don had received a pair of diamond ear-rings as a bribe for procuring a con-
fiderable poft in queen Caroline’s family for a certain peer; and, decked with
thofe jewels, paid a vifit to the old duchefs; who, asfoon as fhe was gone, faid,
¢ What an impudent creature, to come hither with her bribe in her ear!”
« Madam,” replied lady Mary Wortley, who was prefent, “ how (hould
people know where wine is fold, unlefs a buth is hung out ”

The duchefs of Buckingham was as much elated by owing her birth to
James I1. as the Marlborough was by the favour of his davghter. Lady Dor-
chefter®, the mother of the former, endeavoured to curb that pride; and, one

thould

* Tady Dorchefter is well-known for herwit, fome,” faid fhe; *¢and if we have wit, he hasno
o * e T

and for faying that {he wondered for what James enou nd it ont. 1_.\1'.t Irdl11 not k

chofe his miftreffes: © We are none of ushend- whether it is as public, that her ftyle was g :
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fhould have thought, took an effe@tual method, though one few mothers would
have praétifed: “ You need not be fo vain,” faid the old profligate, * for you
are not the king’s daughter, but colonel Graham’s.”” Graham was a fathion-
able man of thofe days, and noted for dry humour. His legitimate daughter
the countefs of Berkfhire was extremely like to the duchefs of Buckingham:.
* Well! well!? faid Graham, * kings are all-powerful, and one muft not
complain ; but certainly the fame man begot thofe two women.” To difcredit
the wit of both parents, the duchefs never cealed labouring to reftore the houfe
of Stuart, and to mark her filial devotion to it. Frequent were her journeys.
to the continent for that purpofe. She always ftopped at Paris, vifited the
church where lay the unburied body of James, and wept over it, A poor
Benedictine of the convent, obferving her filial piety, took notice to her grace.
that the velvet pall that covered the coffin was become thread-bare—and fo it
remained !

Finding all her efforts fruitlefs, and perhaps aware that her plots were not
uadifcovered by fir Robert Walpole, who was remarkable for his intelligence,
fhe made an artful double, and refolved to try what might be done through
him himfelf. 1 forget how fhe contradted an acquaintance with him.—I do
remember that more than once he received letters from the pretender himfelf,
which probably were tranfmitted through her. Sir Robert always carried:
them. to George II. who endorfed and returned them. That negotiation not
fucceeding, the duchefs made a morc home pufh, Learning his extreme
fondnefs for his daughter (afterwards lady Mary Churchill), fhe fent for fir
Robert, and afked him if he recolle@ted what had not been thought too great a.
reward to lord Clarendon for reftoring the royal family? He- affeted not to.
underftand her—* Was not he allowed,” urged the zecalous duchefs, *to,
match his daughter to the duke of York?” Sir Robert fmiled, and left her.

Sir Robert being forced from. court, the duchefs thouglit the ™ moment
favourable,

and fhamelefs. Meeting the duchefs of Portf: you fons of awlhiore, you muft bear ity for yon

mouth and lady Orkney, the favourite of king
William, at the drawing-room of George the
firft, % God!” faid fhe, “ who would have
thought that we three whores fhould have met
here ©” Having after the King’s abdication mar-
vied fir David Collyer, by whom flic had two
fons, fhe faid to them, “If anybody thould call

are fo: but if they call you baftards, fight til}
you-die; for you are an honeft man’s {fons.”

Sufan lady Bellafis, another of king James's
miftrefles, had wit, too and no beauty. Mrs.
Godfrey had neither.  Grammont has recorded
why fhe was chofen.

* I .am not quite certain that; writing by me=

mory.
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favourable, and took a new journey to Rome; -but confcious of the danger
the might run of difcovery, fhe made over her eftate to the famous Mr. Pulte-
ney (afterwards earl of Bath), and left the deed in his cuftody. What was
her aftonithment, when on her return the re-demanded the inftrument—It.
was miflaid—He could not find it—He never could find it! The ducheis
grew clamorous. At laft his friend lord Mansfield told him plainly, he could:
never fhow his face unlefs he fatisfied the duchefs. Lord Bath did then fign
a releafe to her of her eftate, The tranfu@ion was recorded in print by fir
Charles Hanbury Williams in a pamphlet that had great vogue, called
A congratulatory letter, with many other ancedotes of the fame perfonage,.
and was not lefs acute than fir Charles’s Odes on the fame hero.. The duchefs
dying not long after fir Robert’s entrance into the houle of lords, lord Oxford,,
onc of her executors, told him there, that the duchefs had firuck lord Bath
out of her will, and made him, fir Robert, one of her truftees in his room,
 Then,” faid fir Robert laughing, “ I fee, nry lord, that I have got lord Bath’s
place before he has got mine.” Sir Robert had artfully prevented the laft.
Before he quitted the king, he perfuaded his majefty to infift as a preliminary
to the change, that Mr. Pulteney fhould go into the houfe of peers, his great:
credit lying in the other houfe ; and I remember my father’s aétion when he
returned from court and told me what he had done—*1 have turned the key.
of the clofet on him”—making that motion with his hand. Pulteney had
jumped at the proffered earldom, but faw his error when too late ;. and was-
fo enraged at his own overfight, that, when he went to take the oaths in the
houfe of lords, he dafhed his patent on the floor and vowed he would never
take it up But he had kiffed the king’s hand for it, and it was too late to
recede.

But though madam of Buckingham could not effe& a. coronation to hees
will, the indulged her pompous mind with fuch puppet-fhows as were appro-
priate to her rank, She had made a funeral for her hufband as fplendid as that
of the great Marlborough : fhe renewed that pageant for her only fon, a weak
lad who died under age ; and for herfelf; and. prepared and decorated waxen.
dolls of him and of herfelf to be exhibited in-glafs-cafes in Wellminfter-abbey.
It was for the proceflion at her fon’s burial that fhe wrote to old Sarah of

mory at the diftance of fifty years, I place that it did not take place before fir-Robert’s- fall,

journey exactly at the right period, nor whether Nothing material depends on the precife period.

Marlborougli
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Tarlborough to borrow the triumphal car that had tranfported the corpfe of
the duke. It carried my lord Marlborough,” replied the other, * and fhall X
never be ufed for any body elfc.”  “ I have confulted the undertaker,” replied
the Buckingham, “ and he tells me I may have a finer for twenty pounds.”

One of the laft a@s of Buckingham’s life was marrying a grandfon fhe had

to a daughter of lord Hervey. That intriguin

difgrace, caft'his eyes every where to revenge or exalt himfelf. Profeflions or re-

o man, [ore, as I have faid, at his

cantations of any principles coft him nothing : at leaft the confecrated day which
was appointed for his firft interview withthe duchefs made it prefumed, that to
obtain her wealth, with her grandfon for his daughter, he muft have {fworn fealty

- to the houfe of Stuart. It was on the martyrdom of her grandfather: fhe
received him in the great drawing-room of Buckingham-houfe feated ina
chair of ftate in deep mourning, attended by her women in like weeds, in i
memory of the royal martyr. :

Tt will be a proper clofe to the hiftory of thofe curious ladies to mention the
anecdote of Pope relative to them. Having drawn his famous chara@er of
Atofla, he communicated it to each duchefs, pretending it was levelled at the
other. The Buckingham believed him: the Marlborough had more fenfe,
and knew herfelf—and gave him a thoufand pounds to {upprefs it And
yet he left the copy behind him !

Bifhop Burnet, from abfence of mind, had drawn as ftrong a picture of her-
felf to the duchefs of Marlborough, as Pope did under covert of another lady.
Diniug_with the duchefs after the duke’s difgrace, Burnet was comparing him
to Belilarius—* But how,” faid fhe, “ could fo great a general be fo aban-~
doned I""—* Oh! madam,” faid the bithop, “do not you know what a brim-

ftone of a wife he had ?”

Perhaps you know this anecdote, and perhaps feveral others that T have
been relating——No matrer—they will go under the article of my dotage
and very properly—I began with tales of my nurfery, and prove that I have

been writing in my f{econd childhood.

January 13th, 1780,
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