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AS the invaluable prefent I am making to the world may not pleafe all

taftes, from the gravity of the matter, the {folidity of the reafoning, and
the deep learning contained in the enfuing fheets, it is neceffary to make fome
apology for producing this work in {o trifling ah age, when nothing will go
down but temporary politics, perfonal fatire, and idle romances. The true
reafon then for my furmounting all thefe obje@ions was fingly this: I
was apprehenfive left the work fhould be loft to pofterity; and though it may
be condemned at prefent, I can have no doubt but it will be treated with due
reverence fome hundred ages hence, when wifdom and learning fhall have
gained their proper afcendant over mankind, and when men fhall only read
for inftruction and improvement of their minds. As I fhall print an hun-
dred thoufand copies, fome, it may be hoped, will efcape the havoc that is
made of moral works, and then this jewel will thine forth in its genuine luftre,
I was in the greater hurry to confign this work to the prefs, as I forefee that
the art of printing will ere long be totally loft, like other ufeful difcoveries
well known to the ancients. Such were the art of diffolving rocks with hot
vinegar, of teaching elephants to dance on the flack rope, of making malleable
glafs, of writing epic poems that any body would read after they had been
publithed a month, and the ftupendous invention of new religions, a fecret of
which illiterate Mahomet was the laft perfon poflcfled.

Notwithftanding this my zeal for good letters, and the ardour of my uni-
verfal citizenthip (for I declare I defign this prefent for all nations), there are
Vo, IV. Tt fome
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fome f{mall difficulties in the way, that prevent my conferring this my great
benefa&tion on the world completely and all at once. I am obliged to pro-
duce it in fmall portions, and therefore beg the prayers of all good and wife
men that my life may be prolonged to me, till I fhall be able to publith the
whole work, no man elfe being capable of executing the charge fo well as
myfelf, for reafons that my modefty will not permit me to {pecify. In the
mean time, as it is the duty of an editor to acquaint the world with what re-
lates to himfelf as well as his author, I think it* right to mention the caufes
that compel me to publifh this work in numbers. The common reafon of {fuch
proceeding is to make a book dearer for the eafe of the purchafers, it being
fuppofed that moft people had rather give twenty fhillings by fixpence a fort-
night, than pay ten fhillings once for all. Public-fpirited as this proceeding
is, I muft confefs my reafons are more and merely perfonal. As my circum-
ftances are very moderate, and barely fufficient to maintain decently a gentle-
man of my abilitics and learning, I cannot afford to print at once an hundred
thoufand copies of two volumes in folio, for that will be the whole mafs
of Hieroglyphic Tales when the work is perfe@ted.. In the next place,
being very afthmatic, and requiring a free communication of air, I'lodgein the
uppermoft ftory of a houfe in an alley not far from St. Mary Axe; and as a
great deal of good company lodges in the fame manfion, it was by a confider-
able favour that I could obtain a fingle chamber to myfelf; which chamber is
by no means large enough to contain the whole impreflion, for I defignto vend
the copies myfelf, and, according to the praQice of other great men; fhall
fign the firft heet myfelf with my own hand.

Delirous as [ am of acquainting the world with many more circumftances
relative to myfelf, fome private confiderations prevent my indulging their cu-
riofity any farther at prefent ; but I fhall take care to leave fo minute an ac-
count of myfelf to fome public library, that the future commentators and
editors of this work fhall not be deprived of all neceflary lights. In the mean
time 1 beg the reader to accept the temporary compenfation of an account of
the author whofe work I am' publithing.

The Hieroglyphic Tales were undoubtedly written a little before the crea=
tion of the world, and have ever fince been preferved, by oral tradition, in the
mountains of Crampcraggiri, an uninhabited ifland, not yet difcovered. Of
thefe few fats we could have the moft authentic atteftations of feveral clergy=

-
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nilen, who remember to have heard them repeated by old men long before
they, the faid clergymen, were born. We do not trouble the reader with
thefe atteftations, as we are {ure every body will believe them as much as if
they had feen them, It is more difficult to afcertain the true author. We
might alcribe them with great probability to Kemanrlegorpikos, fon of Quat;
but befides that we are not certain that any fuch perfon ever exifted, it is not
clear that he ever wrote any thing but a book of cookery, and that in heroic
verle, Others give them to %at's nurfe, and a few to Hermes Trifmegiftus,
though there is a paflage in the latter’s treatife on the harpfichord which di-
redly contradi@s the account of the firft volcano in the 1 14th of the Hiero-
glyphic Tales. = As Trifmegiftus’s work is loft, itis impoflible to decide now,
shether the difcordance mentioned is {o politive as has been afferted by many
learned men, who only guefs at the opinion of Hermes from other paffages in
his writings, and who indeed are not fure whether he was fpeaking of volcanos
or cheefecakes ; for he drew fo ill, that his hieroglyphics may often be taken
for the moft oppofite things in nature; and as there is no fubject which he has
not treated, it is. not precifely known what he was difcufling in any one of
them.

This is the neareft we can come to any certainty with regard to the author.
But whether he wrote the Tales fix thoufand years ago, as we believe, or whe-
ther they were written for him within thefe ten years, they are inconteftably
the moft ancient work in the world ; and though there is little imagination, and
ftill lefs invention in them, yet there are fo many paflages in them exactly re-
fembling Homer, that any man living would conclude they were imitated
from that great poet, if it was not certain that Homer borrowed from them,
which I fhall prove two ways: firft, by giving Homer’s parallel paffages at the
bottom of the page; and fecondly, by tranflating Homer himfelf into profe,
which {hall make him fo unlike himfelf, that nobody will think he could be
an original writer: and when he is become totally lifelefs and infipid, it will
be impoffible but thefe Tales fhould be preferred to the lliad ; efpecially as I
defign to put them into a kind of ftyle that fhall be neither verfe nor profe; a
di@ion lately much ufed in tragedies and heroic poems, the former of which
are really heroic poems from want of probability, as an antico-moderno epic
poem is in fa& a mere tragedy, having little or no change of fcene, no inci-
dents but a ghoft and a florm, and no events but the deaths of the principal
actors,

Tt 2 1 will
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I will not detain the reader longer from the perufal of this invaluable work;
but I muft befeech the public to be expeditious in taking off the whole impref-
fion, as faft as I can get it printed ; becaufe I muft inform them that I have a
more precious work in contemplation; namely, a new Roman hiftory, in
which I mean to ridicule, deteét and expofe all ancient virtue and patriotifm,
and thow from original papers which Iam going to write, and which I fhall
afterwards bury in the ruins of Carthage and then dig up, that it appears by the
letters of Hanno the Punic embaffador at Rome, that Scipio was in the pay
of Hannibal, and that the dilatorinefs of Fabius proceeded from his being
a penfioner of the fame general. I own this difcovery will pierce my heart ;
but as morality is beft taught by thowing how little effe@ it had on the beft
of men, I will facrifice the moft virtuous names for the inftruction of the
prefent wicked generation; and I cannot doubt but when once they have learnt
to deteft the favourite heroes of antiquity, they will become good fubjeéts of
the moft pious king that ever lived fince David, who expelled the eftablifhed
royal family, and then fung pfalms to the memory of Jonathan, to whofe pre=
Judice he had fucceeded to the throne.

HIEROGLYPHIC
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T A L Baaal
A new Arabian Night's Entertainment.

AT the foot of the great mountain HirgonqGu was anciently fituated the

kingdom of Larbidel. Geographers, who are not apt to make fuch juft
comparifons, faid it refembled a football juft going to be kicked away: and {o
it happened ; for the mountain kicked the kingdom into the ocean, and it has
never been heard of fince.

One day a young princefs had climbed up to the top of the mountain to gas
ther goat’s eggs, the whites of which are excellent for taking off freckles,—
Goat’s eggs '— Yes—naturalifts hold that all beings are conceived in an egg.
The goats of Hirgonqu might be oviparous, and lay their epgs to be
hatched by the fun. This is my fuppofition ; no matter whether I believe it
myfelf or not. I will write againft and abufe any man that oppofes my
hypothefis. It would be fine indeed if learned men were obliged to believe

what they aflert.

The other fide of the mountain was inhabited by a nation of whom the
Larbidellians knew no more than the French nobility do of Great Britain,

& which
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which they think is an ifland that fome how or other may be approached by
land. 'The princefs had ftrayed into the confines of Cucuruecu, when fhe fud-
: denly found herfelf feized by the guards of the prince that reigned in that
country. They told her in few words that {he mult be conveyed to the ca-
pital, and married to the giant their lord and emperor. The giant, it feems,
was fond of having a new wife every night, who was to tell hima ftory that
would Iaft till morning, and then have her head cut off—Such odd ways have
fome folks of pafling their wedding-nights! The princefs modefily afked,
why their mafter loved fuch long ftories? The captain of the guard replied,
his majefty did not fleep well.—Well ! faid fhe, and if he does not ?—Not but
1 believe 1 can tell as long ftories as any princefs in Afia. Nay, I can repeat
Leonidas by heart ; and your'emperor muft be wakeful indeed if he can hold
out againft that.

By this time they were arrived at the palace. To the great furprife of the
princefs, the emperor, fo far from being a giant, was but five feet one inch in
height ; but being two inches taller than any of his predeceflors, the flattery
of his courtiers had beftowed the name of giani on him ; and he affedled to
Took down upon any man above his own ftature. ‘The princefs was imme-
diately undrefled and put to bed, his majefty being impaticnt to hear a new
ftory.

Light of my eyes, faid the emperor, what is your name? I call myfelf the
princels Gronovia, replied fhe ; but my real appellation is the frow Gronow.
‘And what is the ufe of a name, {aid his majefty, but to be called by it? And
why do you pretend to be a princefs, if you are not? My turn is roinanlic, an=-
fwered fhe, and I have ever had an ambition of being the heroine of a novel,
Now there are but two conditions that entitle one to that rank ; one muft be a
fhepherdefs or a princefs. Well, content yourfelf; faid the giant; you will die
an emprefs, without being either the one or the other! But what fublime
reafon had you for lengthening your name {o unaccountably ? It isa cuftom
in my family, faid fhe : all my anceftors were learned men, who wrote about
the Romans. It founded more claffic, and gave a higher opinion of their li-
terature, to put a Latin termination to their names. = All this is Japonefe to
me, faid the emperor ; but your anceftors feem to have been a parcel of
mountebanks. Docs one underftand any thing the better for corrupting one’s
name? Oh, faid the princels, but it fhowed tafle too, There was a time

. 'Wh&‘n
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when in Italy the learned carried this ftill farther; and a man with a large
forehead, who was born on the fifth of January, called himfelf Quintus Janua-
rius Fronto. More and more abfurd, faid the emperor. You feem to have
a great deal of impertinent knowledge about a great many impertinent people ;
but proceed in your ftory: whence came you? Mynheer, faid fhe, I was
born in Holland—The deuce you was? faid the emperor, and where is that?
It was no where, replied the princefs [pritelily, till my countrymen gained it
from the fea.—Indeed, moppet ! faid his majefty ; and pray who were your
countrymen, before you had any country?  Your majelty atks a very fhrewd
queftion, faid fhe, which I cannot refolve on a fudden ; but I will ftep home
to my library, and confult five or fix thoufand volumes of modern hiftory, an
hundred or two dictionaries, and an abridgement of geography in forty vo-
lumes in folio, and be back in an inftant. Not fo faft, my life, faid the em-
peror, you muft not rife till you go to execution: it is now one in the
morning, and you have not begun your flory.

My great grandfather, continued the princefs, was a Dutch merchant, who
paffed many years in Japan— On what account ? Taid the emperor. - He went
thither to abjure his religion, faid fhe, that he might get money enough to re-
turn and defend it againft Philip II. You are a pleafant family, faid the em-
peror ; but though I love fables, I hate genealogies. I know in all families,
by their own account, there never was any thing but good and great men
from father to fon ; a fort of fi€tion that does not at all amufe me. In my
dominions there is no nobility but flattery. Whoever flatters me beft is
created a great lord, and the titles 1 confer are fynonymous to their merits.
There is Kifs-my-breech-Can, my favourite ; Adulation-Can, lord treafurer ;
Prerogative-Can, head of the law; and Blafphemy-Can, high-pricf. Who-
ever {peaks truth corrupts his blood, and is ipfo fa&to degraded. In Europe
you allow a man to be noble becaufe one of his anceftors was a flatterer.  But
every thing degencrates, the farther it is removed from its fource. I will not
hear a word of any of your race before your father: what was he?

It was in the height of the contefts about the bull Unigenitus—I tell you,
interrupted the emperor, I will not be plagued with any more of thole people
with Latin names: they were a parcel of coxcombs, and feem to have in-
fected you with their folly: I am forry, replied Gronovia, that your fublime
highnefs is fo little acquainted with the ftate of Europe, as to take a papal or=

dinance
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dinance for a perfon. Unigenitus is Latin for the Jefuits——And who the
devil are the Jefuits? faid the giant. You explain one nonfenfical term by
another, and wonder I am never the wifer,  Sir, faid the princefs, if you will
permit me to give you a fhort account of the troubles that have agitated Eu-
rope for thefe laft two hundred years, on the do&rines of grace, free-will, pre-
deftination, reprobation, juflification, &ec. you will be more entertained, and
will believe lefs, than if I told your majefty a long ftory of fairies and goblins.
You are an eternal prater, faid the emperor, and very felf-fufficient ; but talk
your fill, and upon what fubje@ you like, till to-morrow morning: but I
fwear by the foul of the holy Jirigi, who rode to heaven on the tail of a mag-
pie, as foon as the clock firikes eight, you are a dead woman. Well, who
was the Jefuit Unigenitus?

The novel dodirines that had {fprung up in Germany, faid Gronovia, made
it neceffary for the church to look about her. The difciples of Loyola—Of
whom ? faid the emperor, yawning—Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Je-
fuits, replied Gronovia, was—A writer of Roman hiftory, I fuppofe, inter-
rupted the emperor: what the devil were the Romans to you, that you trouble
your head fo much about them? The empire of Rome and the church of
Rome are two diftin& things, faid the princefls; and yet, as one may fay,
the one depends upon the other, as the new teftament does on the old. One
deftroyed the other, and yet pretends a right to its inheritance. The tempo-
ralities of the church—What's o’clock, {aid the emperor to the chief eunuch ?
It cannot fure be far from eight—This woman has goffiped at leaft feven hours.
Do you hear, my to-morrow night’s wife fhall be dumb—Cut her tongue out
before you bring her to our bed. Madam, faid the eunuch, his fublime highnefs,
whofe erudition pafles the fands of the fea, is too well acquainted with all human
fciences to require information. It is therefore that his exalted wifdom prefers
accounts of what never happened, to any relation either in hiftory or divinity
—You lie, faid the emperor; when I exclude truth, I certainly do not mean
to forbid divinity—How many divinities have you in Europe, woman? The
council of Trent, replied Gronovia, has decided—The emperor began to
fnore—I mean, continued Gronovia, that notwithftanding all father Paul has
afferted, cardinal Palavicini affirms that in the three firft {eflions of that coun=
¢il—The emperor was now faft afleep; which the princefs and the chief eunuch
perceiving, clapped feveral pillows upon his face, and held them there till he

expired. As foon as they were convinced he was dead, the princcfs, putting
on
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on every mark of defpair and concern, iffued to the divan, where fhe was im-
mediately proclaimed emprefs. The emperor, it was given out, had died of
an hemorrhoidal colic ; but to thow her regard for his memory, her impe-
rial majefty declared fhe would ftrictly adhere to the maxims by which he
had governed. Accordingly fhe efpoufed a new hufband every night, but
difpenfed with their telling her ftories, and was gracioufly pleafed alfo, upon
their good behaviour, to remit the fubfequent execution. She fent prefents
to all the learned men in Afia; and they in return did not fail to cry her up
as a pattern of clemency, wifdom, and virtue: and though the panegyrics of
the learned are generally as clumfy as they are fulfome, they ventured to
aflure her that their writings would be as durable as brafs, and that the me-
mory of her glorious reign would reach to the lateft pofterity.

Nor, TV Uaua TALE
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The King and his three Daughters.

HERE was formerly a king, who had three daughters—that is, he would

have had three, if he had had one more—but fome how or other the eldeft
never was born. She was extremely handfome, had a great deal of wit, and
fpoke French in perfection, as all the authors of that age affirm, and yet none
of them pretend that fhe ever exifted. It is very certain that the two other
princefles were far from beauties ; the fecond had a firong Yorkihire dialect,.
and the youngeft had bad teeth and but one leg, which occafioned her dancing
very ill.

As it was not probable that his majefty would have any more children,
being eighty-feven years two months and thirteen days old when his queen
died, the ftates of the kingdom were very anxious to have the princefles mar-
ried. But there was one great obflacle to this fettlement, though fo important
to the peace of the kingdom. The king infifted that his eldeft daughter
thould be married firft ; and as there was no fuch perfon, it was very difficult to
fix upon a proper hufband for her. The courtiers all approved his majefty’s
refolution ; but, as under the beft princes there will always be a number of dif-
contented, the nation was torn into different factions, the grumblers or patriots
infifting that the fecond princefs was the eldeft, and ought to be declared
heirefs apparent to the crown. Many pamphlets were written pro and con 3
but the minifterial party pretended that the chancellor’s argument was unan-
{werable, who affirmed, that the fecond princefs could not be the eldeft, as no
princefs-royal ever had a Yorkfhire accent. A few perfons who were at-
tached to the youngeft princefls took advantage of this plea for whifpering
that 427 royal highnefs’s pretenfions to the crown were the beft of all ; for, as
there was no eldelt princefs, and as the fecond muft be the firft if there was
no firft, and as the could not be the fecond if the was the firft, and as the chan-

cellor
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cellor had proved that fhe could not be the firft, it followed plainly by every
idea of law that fhe could be nobody at all; and then the confequence fol-
lowed of courfle, that the youngeft muft be the eldeft, if fhe had no elder
fifter.

It is inconceivable what animofities and mifchiefs arofe from thefe different
titles; and each faltion endeavoured to firengthen itfelf by foreign alliances,
The court party, having no real obje@ for their attachment, were the moft ate
tached of all, and made up by warmth for the want of foundation in their
principles. The clergy in general were devoted to this, which was ftyled ¢he
Jirf? party. The phyficians embraced the fecond 5 and the lawyers declared for
the third, or the fadtion of the youngeft princefs, becaufe it feemed beft calcu-
lated to admit of doubts and endlefs litigation.,

‘While the nation was in this diftracted fituation, there arrived the prince of
Quifferiquimini, who would have been the moft accomplithed hero of the age,
if he had not been dead, and had {poken any language but the Egyptian, and
had not had three legs. Notwithftanding thefe blemifhes, the eyes of the whole
nation were immediately turned upon him, and each party withed to fee
him mearried to the princefs whofe caufe they efpoufed.

The old king received him with the moft diftinguifhed honours; the fenate
made the moft fulfome addrefles to him ; the princefles were fo taken with
him, that they grew more bitter enemies than ever; and the court ladies and
petit-maitres invented a thoufand new fafhions upon his account—~Every
thing was to be & la Quifferiquimini. Both men and women of fafthion left
off rouge, to look the more cadaverous; their clothes were embroidered with
hieroglyphics, and all the ugly charalters they could gather from Egyptian
antiquities, with which they were forced to be contented, it being impoflible to
learn a language that is loft ; and all tables, chairs, ftools, cabinets and couches
were made with only three legs: the laft, however, foon went out of fathion,

as being very inconvenient,

The prince, who, ever fince his death, had had but a weakly conftitution,
was a little fatipued with this excefs of attentions, and would often with him-
{elf at home in his coffin. But his greateft difliculty of all was to get rid of
the youngeft princefs, who kept hopping after him wherever he went, and

Uu a2 was
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was {o full of admiration of his three legs, and fo modeft about having but
one herfelf, and fo inquifitive to know how his three legs were fet on, that,
being the beft-natured man in the world, it went to his heart whenever in a
fit of pccnihmh he happened to drop an impatient word, whi ich never failed
to throw her into an agony of teavs ; and then fhe looked fo ugly that it was
impoflible for him to bx, tolerably civil to her. He was not much more io-
clined to the fecond princefs—1In truth, it was the eldeft who made the con-
queft of his affetions: and {o violently did bis paflion increafe one Tuefday
morning, that, breaking through all prudential confiderations (for there wers
many reafons which ought to have determined his choice in favour of either
of the other fifters), he hurried to the old king, acquainted him with his love;
and demanded the eldeft princefs in-marriage. Nothing could equal the joy
of the good old monarch, who withed for nothing but to live to fee the con-
fummation of this match. Throwing his arms about the prince fkeleton’
neck, and watering his hollow cheeks with warm tears, he granted his requeft,
and added, that he would immediately refign his crown to him and his fa-
vourite daughter.

I am forced for want of room to pafs over many circumftances that would
add greatly to the beauty of this hiftory, and am forry I muft dafh the eader’s
impatience by acquainting him, 'that notwithftanding the eagernefs of the
old king and youthful ardour of the prince, the nuptials were obliged to be
poftponed ; the archbifhop declaring that it was cflentially neceffary to have a
difpenfation from the pope, the parties being related within the forbidden de-
grees; a woman that never was, and a man that had been, being deemed firfk
coufing in the eye of the canon law.

Hence arofe a new difficulty. The religion of the Quifferiquiminians was
totally oppofite to that of the papills. The former believed in nothing but
grace; and they had a high-prieft of their own, who pretended that he was
mafter of the whole fee-fimple of grace, and by that pofleffion could caufe
every thing to have been that never had been, and could prevent every thing
that had been from ever having been. * We have nothing to do,” faid the
prince to the king, “but to fend a folemn embafly to the hlgh -prieft of grace,
with a prefent of a hundred thoufand million of ingots, and he will caufe your
charming no-daughter to have been, and will prevent my having died, and
then there will be no occafion for a difpenfation from your old fool at Rome.”

How!
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—How ! thou impious, atheiftical bag of drybones, cried the old king; doft
thou profane our holy religion ? Thou fhalt have no daughter of mine, thou
three-legged fkeleton—Go and be buried and be damned, as thou muft be;
for, as thou art dead, thou art paft repentance : I would fooner give my child
to a baboon, who has one leg more than thou haft, than beftow her on
fuch a reprobate corple.—You had better give your one-legged infanta to the
baboon, faid the prince ; they are fitter for oné another. Asmuch a corpfe as
Iam, I am preferable to nobody ; and who the devil would have married your
no-daughter, but a dead bodv? For my religion, [ lived and died in it, and it
isnot in my power to change it now if I would.—But for your part— A great
{hout interrupted this dialogue ; and the captain of the guard, rufhing into the
royal clofet, acquainted his majefty, that the fecond princefs, in revenge of the
prince’s neglect, had given her hand to a dryfalter, who was a common-coun-
cilman ; and that the city, in confideration of the match, had proclaimed them
king and queen, allowing his majefty to retain the title for his life, which
they had fixed for the term of {ix months; and ordering, in refpe& of his.
royal birth, that the prince fhould immediately lie in ftate and have a pom-
pous funeral.

This revolution was {o fudden and fo univerfal, that all parties approved,
or were forced to feem to approve it. The old king died the next day, as
the courtiers faid, for joy; the prince of Quifferiquimini was buried in {pite of
his appeal to the law of nations; and the youngeft princefs went diftracted,
and was thut up in a madhoufe, calling out day and night for a hufband with
three legs.

TALE
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TALE 11

The Dice Box: A Fairy Tale.

Tranflated from the French Tranflation of the Countefs Daunois, for the Entertainment-of
Mifs CarorLing CAMPEELLY.

HERE was a merchant of Damafcus named Aboulcafem, who had an
only daughter called Piflimiffi, which figuilics the waters of Fordan ;
becaufe a fairy foretold at her birth that the would be one of Solomon’s con-
cubines. Azaziel, the angel of death, having tran{ported Aboulcafem to the
regions of blifs, he had no fortune to bequeath to his beloved child but the
fhell of a piftachia-nut drawn by an elephant and a ladybird. Piffimifli, who
was but nine years old, and who had been kept in great confinement, was im-
patient to fee the world; and no fooner was the breath out of her father’s
body, than fhe got into the car, and, whipping her elephant and ladybird,
drove out of the yard as faft as poffible, without knowing whither fhe was
going. Her courfers never flopped till they came to the foot of a brazen
tower, that had neither doors nor windows, in which lived an old enchantrefs,
who had locked herfelf up there with feventeen thoufand hufbands. It had but
one fingle vent for air, which was a fmall chimney grated over, through which
it was fcarce poflible to put one’s hand. Piflimiffi, who was very impatient,
ordered her courfers to fly with her up to the top of the chimney ; which, as
they were the moft docile creatures in the world, they immediately did : but
unluckily the fore paw of the elephant lighting on the top of the chimney,
broke down the grate by its weéight, but at the fame time ftopped up the pai-
fage fo entirely, that all the enchantrefs’s hufbands were ftifled for want of air.
As it was a collection fhe had made with great care and coft, it is eafy to
imagine her vexation and rage. She raifed a ftorm of thunder and lightning

* Eldelt daughter of lord William Campbell. She lived with her aunt the countefs of Ailefbury.
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that lafted eight hundred and four years; and having cenjured up an army of
two thoufand devils, fhe ordered them to flay the elephant alive, and drefs it
for her fupper with anchovy fauce. Nothing could have (aved the poor beaft,
if, ftruggling to get loofe from the chimney, he had not happily broken wind,
which it feems is a great prefervative againlt devils, They all flew a
thouland ways, and in their hurry carried away half the brazen tower; by
which means the elephant, the car, the ladybird, and Piffimiffi got loofe ; but
in their fall tumbled through the roof of an apotheeary’s thop, and broke all
his bottles of phyfic. The elephant, who was very dry with his fatigue, and
who had not much tafte, immediately fucked up all the medicines with his pro=
bofeis ; which occalioned fuch a variety of effecls in his bowels, that it was well
he had {uch a firong conftitution, or he muft have died of it. His evacuations
were fo plentiful, that he not only drowned the tower of Babel, ncar which
the apothecary’s fhop ftood, but the current ran fourfcore leagues till jt came
to the fea, and there poifoned {o many whales and leviathans, that a peftilence
enfued, and lafted three years nine months and fixteen days. As the ele-
phant was extremely weakened by what had happened, it was impoflible for
him to draw the car for eightcen months; which was a cruel delay to Pifli-
mifli’s impatience, who during all that time could not travel above a hundred
miles a.day ; for, as fhe carried the fick animal in her lap, the poor ladybird
could not make longer flages with no afliftance. Befides, Piflimifli bought
every thing the faw wherever fhe came; and all was crowded into the car,
and ftuffed into the feat. She had purchafed nincty-two dolls, feventeen
baby-houfes, fix cart-loads of fugar-plums, a thoufand ells of gingerbread,
eight dancing dogs, a bear and a monkey, four toythops with all their con-
tents, and feven dozen of bibs and aprons of the neweft fathion. They were
jogging on with all this cargo over mount Caucafus, when an immen{e hum-
ming-bird, who had been ftruck with the beauty of the ladybird’s wings, that I
had forgot to fav were of ruby {potted with black pearls, {foufing down at once
upon thr prey, (wallowed ladybird, Piflimifli, the elephant, and all their com-
modities. It happened that the humming-bird belonged to Solomon; he let
it out of its cage every maorning after breakfaft, and it conftantly came home
by the time the council broke up. Nothing could equal the furprife of his
n';ajcﬂy and the courtiers, when the dear little creature arrived, with the ‘ele-
phant’s probofcis hanging out of its divine little bill, H()we_ver, .afjtcr the
£rft altonilhment was over, his majefty, who to be fure was wifdom itfelf, and
who underftood natural philofophy that it was a charm to hear him difcourfi}
(4}
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of thofe matters, and who was aQually making a colle®tion of dried bealts and
birds in twelve thoufand volumes of the beft fool’s-cap paper, immediately per-
ceived what had happened ; and taking out of the fide-pocket of his breeches a
diamond toothpick-cafe of his own turning, with the toothpick made of the
only unicorn’s horn he ever faw, he ftuck it into the elephant’s fnout, and began
to draw it out: butall his philofophy was confounded, when jammed between
the elephant’s legs he perceived the head of a beautiful girl, and between her
legsa baby-houfe, which with the wings extended thirty feet, out of the win-
dows of which rained 3 torrent of fugar-plums, that had been placed there
to make room. ‘Then followed the bear, who had been prefled to the bales of
gingerbread and was covered all over with it, and looked but uncouthly ; and
the monkey with a doll in every paw, and his pouches fo crammed with fu-
gar-plums that they hung on each fide of him, and trailed on the ground be-
hind like the duchefs of * # # % # # %#'s beautiful breafts. Solomon, however,
gave {mall attention to this proceflion, being caught with the charms of the
lovely Piffimiffi : he immediately began the fong of fongs extempore ; and
what he had feen—I mean, all that came out of the humming-bird’s throat—
had made fuch a jumble in hisideas, that there was nothing fo unlike to which
he did not compare all Piflimiffi’s beauties. As he fung his canticles too to
no tune, and God knows had but a bad voice, they were far from comforting
Piffimifli: the elephant had tora her beft bib and apron, and fthe cried and
roared, and kept fuch a fqualling, that, though Solomon carried her in his arms
and fhowed her all the fine things in the temple, there was no pacifying her.
The queen of Sheba, who was playing at backgammon with the high-prieft,
and who came every O&ober to converfe with Solomon, though fhe did not
- underfland a word of Hebrew, hearing the noife, came running out of her
drefling-room ; and fecing the king with a {qualling child in his arms, afked
him peevithly, if it became his reputed wifdom to expofe himfelf with his
baftards to all the court? Solomon, inftead of replying, began finging ; which
fo provoked the Sheban princefs, that, happening to have one of the dice-boxes
in her hand, the without any ceremony threw it at his head. The enchan-
trefs, whom I mentioned before, and who, though invifible, had followed
Pifimiffi, and drawn her into her train of misfortunes, turned the dice-box
afide, and dire@ed it to Piflimifli’s nofe ; which being fomething flat, like ma-
dame de *®E*%xg 3t fyck there, and being of ivory, Solomon ever after
gompared his beloved’s nofe to the tower that leads to Damafeus. The queen,
though athamed of her behaviour, was not in her heart forry for the acci-

dent ;
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dent ; but when fhe found that it only increafed the monarch’s paflion, her
contempt redoubled ; and calling him a thoufand old fools to herfelf, fhe or-
dered her pofichaife and drove away in a fury, without leaving fixpence for

the fervants ; and nobody knows what became of her or her kingdom, which
has never been heard of fince.

Not. IV, X x TALE
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it B IV,
The Peach wn Brandy. A Milefian Tale.

ITZ Scanlan Mac Giolla 'ha druig *, king of Kilkenny, the thoufand

and fifty-feventh defcendant in a dire& line from Milefius king of Spain,
had an only daughter called Great A, and by corruption Grata; who being
arrived at years of dilcretion, and perfeétly initiated by her royal parents in
the arts of government, the fond monarch determined to refign his crown to
her : having accordingly affembled the fenate, he declared his refolution to
them, and having delivered his fceptre into the princefs’s hand, he obliged her
to alcend the throne; and, to fet the example, was the firft to kifs her hand,
and vow cternal obedience to her. The fenators were ready to ftifle the new
queen with panegyrics and addreffes ; the people, though they adored the old
king, were tranfported with having a new fovereign ; and the univerfity, ac-
cording to cuftom immemorial, prefented her majefty, three months after
every body had forgotten the event, with teffimonials of the exceflive forrow
and exceflive joy they felt on lofing one monarch and getting another,

Her majelty was now in the fifth year of her age, and a prodigy of fenfe
.and goodnefs.  In her firft fpeech to the fenate, which the lifped with inimi-
‘table grace, the aflured them that her > heart was entirely Irith, and that the
did not intend any longer to go in leading-ftrings ; as a proof of which fhe im-
mediately declared her nurfe prime-minifter. The fenate applauded this fage
choice with even greater encomiums than the laft, and voted a free gift to the
queen of a million of fugar-plums, and to the favourite of twenty thoufand
bottles of ufquebaugh. Her majefty then Jumping from her throne, declared
it was her royal pleafure to play at blindman’s-buff; but fuch a hub-bub arofe
from the fenators’ puthing, and prefling, and fqueezing, and punching one
another, to endeavour to be the firft blinded, that in the fouffle her majefty

was
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was thrown down, :m.d got a bump on her forehead as big as a pigeon’s egg
Whlcl.l {et her Et—ﬁluaﬂmg, that you might have heard her to Tipperary. Tht;
old ktng ﬂtf\.\" into a rage, zm-d {natching np the mace knocked out the chan-
cellor’s bl‘mns,‘wl.m at L-hut time happened not to have any ; and the queen-
m.othcr? who ia\_t in a tribune a_bm'e to fee the ceremony, fell into a fit and
mifcarried of twins, x?‘ho were killed by her majefty’s fright ; but the earl of Bul-
laboo, great butler of the crown, happening to ftand next to the queen, catched
up one of the dead children, and, perceiving it was a boy, ran down to the
king and wifhed _himjoy of the birth of a fon and heir. The king, who had
Nnow 1'cc0.vc1'ed‘ his fweet temper, called him a fool and blunderer; vpon which
Mr. Phelim O’Torture, a zealous courtier, ftarted up with great prefence of
n}md and a..ccufcd the eatl of Bullaboo of high treafon, for having afferted that
his Iftte maj cﬁy.had had any other heir than their prefent molt lawful and moft
religious fovereign queen Grata. An impeachment was voted by a large ma-
jority, though not without warm oppolition, particularly from a celebrated
Kilkennian orator, whofe name is unfortunately not come down to us, it being
erafed out of the journals afterwards, as the Irith author whom I copy fays,
when he became firft lord of the treafury, as he was during the whole reign of
queen Grata’s fucceflor. The argument of this Mr. Killmorackill, fays my
author, whofe name is loft, was, that her majefty the queen-mother having
conceived a fon before the king’s refignation, that fon was indubitably heir to
the crown, and confequently the refignation void, it not fignifying an iota
whether the child was born alive or dead: it was alive, faid he, when it was
conceived—Here he was called to order by Dr. O'Flaharty, the queen-
mother’s man-midwife and member for the borough of Corbelly, who entered
into a learned differtation on embryos; but he was interrupted by the young
queen’s crying for her fupper, the previous queftion for which was carried
without a negative; and then the houfe being refumed, the debate was cut
fhort by the impatience of the majority to go and drink her majelty’s health.
This feeming violence gave occafion to a very long proteft, drawn up by fir
Archee Mac Sarcafm, in which he contrived to ftate the claim of the departed
foetus {o artfully, that it produced a civil war, and gave rife to thofe bloody

s which fo long laid walte the ancient kingdom of Kil-

ravages and maffacre
1l known,

and which were at laft terminated by a lucky accident, we
ery body, but which he thinks it his duty to relate for
Thefe are his words:

kenny,
{ays my author, to €v
the fake of thofe who never may have heard it.

xx32 It
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It happened that the archbifhop of Tuum (anciently called Meum by the
Roman catholic clergy), the great wit of thofe times, was in the queen-
mother's clofet, who had the young queen in her lap 3. His grace was
fuddenly feized with a violent fit of the cholic, which made him make fuch
wry faces, that the queen-mother thought he was going to die, and ran out
of the room to fend for a phyfician, for the was a pattern of goodnefs, and
void of pride. 'While the was ftepped into the fervants’ hall to call fomebody,
according to the fimplicity of thofe times, the archbifhop’s pains increafed,
when perceiving fomething on the mantle-piece, which he took for a peach in
brandy, he gulped it all down at once without faying grace, God forgive him!
and found great eomfort from it. He had not done licking his lips before
the queen-mother returned, when queen Grata cried out, * Mama, mama,
the gentleman has eat my little brother !” This fortunate event put an end
to the contell, the male line entirely failing in the perfon of the devoured
prince.  The archbifhop, however, who became pope by the name of Inno-
cent the third, having afterwards a fon by his fifter, named the child Fitz-
patrick, as having fome of the royal blood in its veins; and from bim are de-
fcended all the younger branches of the Fitzpatricks of our time. Now the
relt of the acts of Grata, and all that fhe did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Kilkenny ?

NOTES
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* Vide Lodge’s Peerage of Ireland, in the Family of Fitzpatrick.
* Queen Anne in her firft {peech to the parliament faid, her heart was entirely Englith.

? Some commentators have ignorantly {fuppofed that the Irith author is guilty of a great ana-
chronilm in this paflage ; for having faid that the contefted fuccellion occafioned long wars, he
yet [peaks of queen Grata, at the conclufion of them, as {till fitting in her mother’s lap as a child,
Now I can confute them from their own Rtate of the queftion. Like a child, does not import that
the aftually was a child: fhe only fat like a child; and fo fhe might though thirty years old.
Civilians have declared at what period of his life a kingz may be of age before he is: but neither
Grotius nor Puffendorffe, nor any of the tribe, have determined how long a king or queen may re~
main infants after they are paft their infancy.

TALE
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T A EE -V,

M: Li. A Chinefe Fairy Tale.

I LI, prince of China, was brought up by his godmother the fairy Hih,
who was famous for telling fortunes with a tea-cup. From that un-
erring oracle the affured him, that he would be the moft unhappy man alive
unlefs he married a princefs whofe name was the fame with her father’s domi-
nions. As in all probability there could not be above one perfon in the world
to whom that accident had happened, the prince thought there would be
nothing fo eafly as to learn who his deftined bride was. He had been toe
well educated to put the queftion to his godmother, for he knew when fhe
uttered an oracle, that it was with intention to perplex, not to informj;
which has made people fo fond of confulting all thofe. who do not give an ex-
plicit anfwer, fuch as prophets, lawyers, and any body you meet on the road,
who, if you afk the way, reply by defiring to know whence you came. Mi
Li was no fooner returned to his palace than he fent for his governor, who
was deaf and dumb, qualities for which the fairy had fele@ed him, that he
might not inftil any bad principles into his pupil ; however, in recompence,
he could talk upon his fingers like an angel. Mi Li atked him dire@ly who
the princefs was whofe name was the fame with her father’s kingdom? This
was a little exaggeration in the prince, but nobody ever repeats any thing juft
as they heard it : befides, it was excufable in the heir of a great monarchy, who
of all things had not been taught to fpeak truth, and perhaps had never heard
what it was. Still it was not the miftake of Aingdom for dominions that puz-
zled the governer. It never helped him to underftand any thing the better
for its being rightly ftated. However, as he had @geat prefence of mind
which confifted in never giving a dire&t anfwer, and in looking as if he could,
he replied, it was a queftion of too great importance to be refolved on a fud-
den. How came you to know that? faid the prince.—This youthful impe-
tuofity told the governor that there was fomething more in the queftion than
2 he

3y
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he had apprehended ; and though he could be very folemn about -nothing, he
was ten’ times more fo when there was fomething he did not comprehend,
Yet that unknown fomething occafioning a confli@ between his cunning and
his ignorance, and the latter being the greater, always betrayed itfelf, for no-
thing looks fo filly as a fool a&ing wifdom. The prince repeated his quef-
tion ; the governor demanded why he afked—the prince had not patience
to fpell the' queflion over again on' his fingers, but bawled it as loud as
he could, to no purpofe. The courtiers ran in, and catching up the prince’s
words, and repeating them imperfeétly, it foon flew all over Pekin, and thence
into the provinces, and thence into Tartary, and thence to Mufcovy, and fo
on, that the prince wanted to know who the princefs was, whole name was the
fame as her father’s. Asthe Chinefe have not the blefling (for aught I know)
of having family furnames as we have, and as what would be their chriftian-
names, if they were {o happy as to be chriftians, are quite different for men
and women, the Chinefe, who think that muft be a rule all over the world be-
caufe it is theirs, decided that there could not exilt upon the {quare face of the
carth a woman whofe name was the fame as her father’s. They repeated this
{o often, and with fo much deference and fo much obftinacy, that the prince,
totally $orgetting the original oracle, believed that he wanted to know who
the woman was who had the fame name as her father. However, remem-
bering there was fomething in the queftion that he had taken for royal, he al-
ways faid the king ber fatber. The prime minifter confulred the red book or
court-calendar, which was Ais oracle, and could find no fuch princefls. All
the minifters at foreign courts were inftructed to inform themfelves if there
was any fuch lady; but as it took up a great deal of time to put thefe inftruc~
tions into cypher, the prince’s impatience could not wait for the ‘couriers fet-
ting out, but he determined to go himfelf in fearch of the princefs. The old
king, who, ar is #jual, had left the whole management of affairs to his fon the
moment he was fourteen, was charmed with the prince’s refolution of feeing
the world, which he thought could be done in a few days, the facility of which
makes fo many monarchs never ftir out of their own palaces till it is too late;
and his majefty declared, that he fhould approve of his fon’s choice, be the
lady who fhe would, provided fhe an{wered to the divine defignation of having
the fame nameas her father,

The prince rode poft to Canton, intending to embark there on board an

Englith man of war. 'With what infinite tranfport did he hear the evening be-
fore
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fore he was to embark, that a failor knew'theidentic lady in queftion. ' 'The
prince fealded his ‘'mouth with the tea he was drinking, broke the old china
cup it wasin, and which the queen his mother had given himat his departure
from Pekin, and which had been:given to her great great ‘great great grand-
mother queen Ei by Confucius himfelf, and ran down to the veflel and afked
for the man who knew his bride. It was honeft Tom O'Bull, -an Irifh failor,
who by his interpreter Mr. James Hall, the fupercargo, informed his highnefs
that Mr. Bob Oliver of Sligo had a daughter chriftened of both his names, the
fair mifs Bob Oliver '. The prince by the plenitude of his power declared
Tom a mandarin of the firft clafs, and at Tom’s delire promifed to fpeak to his
brother the king of Great Ireland, France and Btitain, to have him made a peer
in his own country, Tom faying he fhould be athamed to appear there without
being a lord as well as all his acquaintance.

The prince’s paffion, which was greatly inflamed by Tom’s defcription of
her highnels Bob’s charms, would not let him ftay for a proper fet of ladies
from Pekin to carry to wait on his bride, fo he took a dozen of the wives of
the firt merchants in Canton, and two dozen virgins as maids of honour, who
however were difqualified for their employments before his highnefs got to St.
Helena. Tom himf{elf married one of them, but was fo great a favoufite with
the prince, that the ftill was appointed maid of honour, and with Tom’s con~
fent was afterwards married to an Englith duke,

Nothing can paint the agonies of our royal lover,when on his landing at Dub-
lin he was informed that princefs Bob had quitted Ireland, and was married to
nobody knew whom. It was well for Tom that he was on Irifh ground. He
would have been chopped as fmall as rice, for it is death in China to miflead
the heir of the crown through ignorance. To do it knowingly is no crime,
any more than in oiher countries,

As a prince of China cannot marry a woman that has been married be-
fore, it was neceflary for Mi Li to fearch the world for another lady
equally qualified with mifs Bob, whom he forgot the moment he was
told he mufl marry fomebody elfe, and fell equally in love with fome-
body elfe, though he knew not with whom. In this fufpence be dreamt,
s ghat he would find bis deflined [poufe, whofe father bad loff the dominions whick
never bad been bis dominions,in a place where there was a'bridge over no water,
a tomb where nobody ever was buried nor ever would be buried, ruins that were

' 3 more




HIEROGLYPHICYEALE & 343

morethanthey bad ever been, afubterrancous paflage in which there woere dogs with
eyes of rubies and emeralds, and a more beautitul

menagerie of Chinefe pheafants
than any in bis _father's extenfive gardens,””  This oracle {temed fo impofiible
to be accomplifhed, that he believed it more than he had done the firft; which
thewed his great piety. He determined to begin his fecond fearch, and being
told by the lord lieutenant that there was in England a Mr. Banks, who was
going all over the world. in fearch of he did not know what, his high-
nels thought he could not have a better conduétor, and failed for England.
There he learnt that the fage Banks was at Oxford, hunting in the Bodleian
library fora MS. voyage of a man who had been in the moon, which Mr.
Banks thought muft have been in the weftern ocean, where the moon fets,
and which planet if he could difcover once more, he would take poffeflion of
in his majefty’s name, upon condition that it thould never be taxed, and o be
loft again to this country like the reft of his majefty’s deminions in that parts
of the world,

Mi Li took a hired poft-chaife for Oxford, but as it was a little rotten it
broke on the new road down to Henley. A beggar advifed him to walk into.
general Conway’s, who was the moft courteous perfon alive, and would cer-

tainly lend him his own chaife.  The prince travelied incog. He took the.
beggar’s advice, but going up to the houfe was told the family were in the
grounds, but he fhould be condu&ed to them. He was led through a vene-
rable wood of beeches, to a menagerie ~ commanding a more glorious pro—
Ipect than any in his father’s dominions, and full of Chinefe pheafants. The.
prince cried out in ecftacy, Oh ! potent Hih ! my dream begins to be accom--
plithed. The gardener, who knew no Chinefe but the names of a few plants,
was ftruck with the fimilitude of the founds, but difcreetly faid not a word.
Not finding his lady there, as he expeed, he turned back, and plunging fud-
denly into the thickeft gloom of the wood, he defcended into a cavern totally
dark, the intrepid prince following him boldly. After advancing a great way.
into thisfubterraneous vault, at laft they perceived light, when on a fudden
they were purfued by feveral fmall fpaniels, and turning to look at them, the
prince perceived their eyes * fhone like emeralds and rubies. Inftead of being
amazed, as Fo-Hi, the founder of his race, would have been, the prince re-
newed his exclamations, and cried, I advance! I advance! I fhall find my.
bride! Great Hih! though art infallible ! Emerging into light, the imper-
turbed gardener conducted his highnefs to a heap of artificial * ruins, be-

Yor, IV, X oy neath
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neath which they found a fpacious gallery or arcade, where his highnefs was
afked if he would not repofe himfelf ; but, inftead of anfwering, he capered like
one frantic, crying out, I advance ! I advance! Great Hih! [advance!—The
gardener was amazed, and doubted whether he was not conduting a madman
to his mafter and lady, and heflitated whether he hould proceed ;—but as he

underftoed nothing the prince faid, and perceiving he muft be a foreigner, he
concluded he was a Frenchman by his dancing. As the firanger too was fo
nimble and not at all tired with his walk, the fage gardener proceeded down a
floping valley, between two mountains clothed to their fummits with cedars,
firs, and pines, which he took careto tell the prince were all of his honour the
general's own planting: but though the prince had learnt more Englith in
hree days in Ireland, than all the French in the world ever learnt in three
years, he took no notice of the information, to the great offence of the gardener,
but kept running on, and increafed his gambols and exclamations when he
perceived the vale was terminated by a ftupendous bridge, that feemed com-
poied of the rocks which the giants threw at Jupiter’s head, and had not a drop
of water beneath ¥ it.—Where is my bride, my bride? cried Mi Li—I muft
be near her. The prince’s thouts and cries drew a matron from a cottage that
ftood on a pr-cipice near the bridge, and hung over the river.—My lady is
down at Ford-houfe, ¢ cried the good woman, who was a little deaf, conclud-
ing they had called toher to know. The gardener knew it was in vain ro ex-
plain his diftrefs to her, and thought that if the poor gentleman was really mad,
his mafter the general would be the propereft perfon to know how to manage
him, Accordingly, turning to the left, he led the prince along the banks of
the river, which glittered through the opening fallows, while on the other
hand a wildernefs of thrubs climbed up the pendant cliffs of chalk, and con-
trafted with the verdant meads and fields of corn beyond the fiream. The
prince, infenfible to fuch enchanting fcenes, galloped wildly along, keeping
the poor gardener on a round trot, till they were ftopped by a lonely 7 tomb,
furrounded by cyprefs, yews, and willows, that feemed the monument of fome
adventurous youth who had been loft in tempting the current, and might have
fuited the gallant and daring Leander. Here Mi Li firft had prefence of
mind to recolleét the little Englith he knew, and eagerly afked the gardener
whofe tomb he beheld before him ? It is nobody’s—Before he could proceed,
the prince interrupted him : And will it never be any body’s #—Oh! thought
the gardener, now there is no longer any doubt of his phrenfy—and perceiv-
ing his mafter and the family approaching towards them, he endeavoured to
get the flart : but the prince, much younger, and borne too on the wings of

love,
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love, fet ont full fpeed the moment he faw the company, and particularly a
young damfel with them, Running almoft breathlefs up to lady Ailefbury, and
feizing mifs Campbell’s hand—he cried, Who fbe ? who fhe ? Lady Ailefbury
fcreamed, the young maiden fqualled, the general, cool but offended, rufhed be-
tween them, and, if a prince could be collared, would have collared him—NM;
Li kept faft hold with one arm, but pointing to his prize with the other, and
with the moft eager and fupplicating looks entreating for an anfwer, continued
to exclaim, Whe fbe? who fbe? The general, perceiving by his accent and
manner that he was a foreigner, and rather tempted to laugh than be angry,
replied with civil fcorn, Why, fie is mifs Caroline Campbell, daughter of lord
William Campbell, his majefty’s late governor of Carclina—Oh, Hih! I now
recollect thy words ! cried Mi Li—And fo fhe became princefs of China,

Yya NOTES




NOTES on TALE V.

TTHERE really was {uch a perfon.
% Lady Ailefbury’s.

* A't Park-place there is fuch a paffage cut through a chalk-hill : when dogs are in the middle,
the light from the mouth makes their eyes appear in the manner here defcribed.

* Confequently they feem to have been larger.
5 The ruftic bridge at Park-place was built by general Conway, to carry the road from Henley,
and to leave the communication free between his grounds on cach fide of theroad. Vide Anec-

dotes of Painting.

¢ The old woman who kept the cottage built by general Conway to command 2 glorious pro-
fpect. Ford-houfe is a farm-houfe at the termination of the grounds.

? A fiftitious tomb in a beautiful fpot by the river, built for a point of view : it has a fmall
pyramid on it.
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ToAE K~V

A true Love Story.

TN the height of the animofities between the factions of the Guelfs and Ghi=

bellines, a party of Venetians had made an inroad into the territories of the
Vifcontis, fovereigns of Milan, and had carried off the young Orondates, then
at nurfe. His family were at that time under a cloud, though they could boalt
of being defcended from Canis Scaliger, lord of Verona. The captors fold
the beautiful Orondates to a rich widow of the noble family of Grimaldi, who,
having no children, brought him up with as much tendernefs as if he had
been her fon. Her fondnefs increafed with the growth of his ftature and
charms, and the violence of his paflions were augmented by the fignora Gri-
maldi’s indulgence. Is it neceflary to fay that love reigned predominantly in
the foul of Orondates? or that in a city like Venice a form like that of Oron-
dates met with little refiftance ?

The Cyprian Queen, not content with the numerous oblations of Orondates
on her altars, was not fatisfied while his heart remained unengaged, Acrofs
the canal, over-againft the palace of Grimaldi, ftood a convent of Carmelite
nuns, the abbefs of which had a young African {flave of the moft exquifite
beaury, called Azora, a year younger than Orondates. Jet and japan were
tawney and without luftre, when compared to the hue of Azora. Afric never
produced a female {o perfe& as Azora; as Europe could boaft but of one
Orondates. :

The fignora Grimaldi, though no bigot, was pretty regular at her devotions;
but as lanfquenct was more to her tafte than praying, the hurried over her
mafles as faft as {he could, to allot more of her precious time to cards, This
made her prefer the church of the Carmelites, {eparated only by a fmall
bridge, though the abbefs was of a contrary faltion. However, asLll)(l)lth
adies

a
-
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ladies were of equal quality, and had had no altercations that could counte-
nance incivility, reciprocal curtfies always pafled between them, the coldnefs
of which each pretented to lay on their attention to their devotions, though
the fignora Grimaldi attended but little to the pricft, and the abbefs was chiefly
employed in watching and criticifing the inattention of the fignora.

Not fo Orondates and Azora. Both conftantly accompanied their miftrefles
to mafs, and the firft moment they faw each other was decifive in both breafts,
Venice cealed to have more than one fair in the eyes of Orondates, and Azora
had not remarked till then that there could be more beautiful beings in the
world than fome of the Carmelite nuns.

The feclufion of the abbefs, and the averfion between the two ladies, which
was very cordial on the fide of the holy one, cut off all hopes from the lovers.
Azora grew grave, and penfive, and melancholy; Orondates furly and intrac=
table. Even his attachment to his kind patronefs relaxed. He attended her
relu@antly but at the hours of prayer. Often did fhe find him on the fteps of
the church ere the doors were opened. The fignora Grimaldi was not apt to
make obfervations.  Bhe was content with indulging her own paffions, feldom
reftrained thofe of others; and though good offices rarely prefented themfelves
to her imagination, the was ready to exert them when applied to, and always
talked charitably of the unhappy at her cards, if it was not a very unlucky deal.

Still it is probable that the never would have difcovered the paflion of Oron-
dates, had not her woman, who was jealous of his favour, given her a hint;
at the fame time remarking, under affectation of good will, how well the cit-
cumftances of the lovers were fuited, and, that as her ladythip was in years,
and would certainly not think of providing for a creature the had bought in

the public market, it would be charitable to marry the fond couple, and fettle
them on her farm in the country,

Fortunately madame Grimaldi always was open to good impreffions, and
rarely to bad. Without perceiving the malice of her woman, fthe was ftruck
with the idea of a marriage. She loved the caufe, and always promoted it
when it was boneftly in her power. She feldom made difficulties, and never
apprehended them. Without even examining Orondates on the ftate of his
inclinations, without recolle@ing that madame Capello and the were of dif-

4 ferent
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ferent parties, without taking any precautions to guard againft a refufal, fhe
inftantly wrote to the abbefs to propofe a marriage between Orondates and
Azora.

The latter was in madame Capello’s chamber when the note arrived. Al
the fury that authority loves to confole itfelf with for being under reltraint,
all the afperity of a bigot, all the acrimony of party, and all the fictitious rage
that prudery adopts when the fenfual enjoyments of others are concerned,
burft out on the helplefs Azora, who was unable to divine how fhe was con-
cerned in the fatal letter.  She was made to endure all the calumnies that the
abbefs would have been glad to have hurled at the head of madame Grimaldi,
if her own charadter and the rank of that offender would have allowed it.
Impotent menaces of revenge were repeated with emphafis ; and as nobody in
the convent dared to contradi& her, {he gratified her anger and love of prating
with endlefs tautologi¢s. In fine, Azora was firictly locked up, and bread and
water were ordered as fovereign cures for love. Twenty replies to madame
Grimaldi were written and torn, as not fufficiently expreflive of a refentment
that was rather vociferous than eloquent ; and her confeflor was at laft forced
to write one, in which he prevailed to have fome holy cant inferted, though
forced to compound for a heap of irony that related to the antiquity of her
family, and for many unintelligible allufions to vulgar fiories which the Ghi-
belline party had treafured up againft the Guelfs. The moft lucid part of the
epiftle pronounced a fentence of eternal chaftity on Azora, not without fome
{arcaftic expreflions againt the promifcuous amours of Orondates, which ought
in common decorum to have banifhed him long ago from the manfion of a
widowed matron.

Juft as this fulminatory mandate had been tranfcribed and figned by the
lady abbefs in full chapter, and had been configned to the confeflor to deliver,
the portrefs of the convent came running out of breath, and announced to the
venerable affembly, that Azora, terrified by the abbefs’s blows and threats, had
fallen in labour and mifcarried of four puppies : for be it known to all pofte-
rity, that Orondates was an Italian greyhound, and Azora a black fpanicl.

POSTSCRIPT.
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HE foregoing Tales are given for no more than they are worth : they are:
mere whimfical trifles, written chiefly for private entertainment ; and for
private amufement half a dozen copics only are printed.  They deferve at moft
to be confidered as an attempt to vary the ftale and beaten clafs of flories and
novels, which, though works of invention, are almoft always devoid of ima-
gination. It would fcarcely be credited, were it not evident from the Biblio-.
theque des Romans, which contains the fititious adventures that have been,
written in all ages and all countries, that there thould have been fo little fancy,
fo little variety, and fo little novelty, in writings in which the imagination is
fettered by no rules, and by no obligation of fpeaking truth. There is in-.
finitely more invention in hiftory, which has no merit if devoid of truth, than
in romances and novels, which pretend to none, :
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