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STRANGE OCCURRENCES:

REING

A CONTINUATION or BAKER’s CHRONICLE,

Dec. 28, 1782,

THERE are few men, who, if they live long, might not contribute fome-
thing to the hiftory of mankind. I do not mean here colletive wil-
dom, or fuch remarks as might tend to affift in the improvement of the mind or
condué. On the contrary, I allude to fuch events as are foreign to the com-
mon march of caufes and confequences. I mean fuch accidents as will pro-
bably always remain fingular, and are rather deviations from, and exceptions
to, the ordinary courfe of things, than the refult of defign and forefight. They
anf{wer in the moral world to the lufus naturz in the natural ; and as the latter
arc depofited in collections as curiofities, fo the former are entitled to a place

in an hiftorical mufeum on the fame foot.

That folemn recorder of prodigies and of celeftial phenomena, which did,
or were believed by devout credulity to happen, fir Richard Baker, wound up
the conclufion of every reign with a catalogue of the battles that had been
fought in the air, and of heavenly meteors, which, though confpicuous to half
the globe, had no reference butto what had pafled or was pafling in England.

ents T am going to relate, in imitation of fir Richard,

The extraordinary ev
did announce, or

fhall have no applicatory comment-—not but perhaps they
rerilter, many of the wonderful revolutions that have happened in my time:

put I think it is more generous, by not appropriating them, to leave every footh-

fayer or old gentlewoman to apply them as fhall feem good to their religion,
prejudices; or politics, the maft infallible expounders of judgments,
Peaw 2 Without
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Without farther preface, I fhall mention fome half-dozen or more of thofe
eccentric events that have fallen out within my own memory and obfervation,
They are rather memorabilia than aneedotes; and, when once recorded, will
probably fink to their proper place, the Lift of remarkable occurrences at the
end of an almanae,

1ft. George the firft could fpeak no Englith ; his prime minifter, fir Robert
‘Walpole; neither German nor French ; they always converfed in Latin. It im-
plied fome parts to govern a prince in a dead language which ncither fpoke
well ; and which was little flexible to modern ufages, and to a very intricate
conftitution, of which his.majelty could have little idea when he did not even
underftand its language. It muft have increafed the minifter’s difficulties, and
kept hisabilities on the full fireteh, that the duchefs of Kendal the miftrefs,
and the Hanoverian minifters, were his conftant enemics.

2d. The firft duke of Chandos built the fuperb palace of Canons at fuch
an enormous expence, and inhabited it with fuch profufe ftate, that he wafted
the prodigious fortune he had raifed; and the pile itfelf, built for ages, was
pulled down the moment he died, and the materials and fcite were bought by
Hallet the cabinet-maker, who built a houfe for himfelf on the fpot.

3d. The defcendants of Charles I. and Oliver Cromwell * married in the

Fourth generation; |
Charles II. Lady Falconberg,

I
Lady Litchfield Lady Ruffel,
Earl of Litchfield  Sir Thomas Frankland,

| |
Easl of Litchficld =Diana Frankland,
: 4th, The

* Though the extraordinary circumftance T well known, was produced as a witnels at the
am going to mention did not happen in my time, age of near ninety, in Weltminfter-hall, in a
but three or four years before my birth, it is civil fuit. Tt is faid that the counfel of the op-
worthy of entering into this lift, and is as little pofite party reviled the good old man with his
likely to be paralleled in a fimilar way as any father's crimes, but was reproved by the judge,
event here recorded. who ordered a chair to be brought for the ve-

Richard Cromwell, fecond protedtor, it is nerable ancient; and that queen Anne, to her

3 honour,
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4th, The baron de Neuhoff, a German gentleman and adventurer, was elected
king of Corfica, was driven out by the Genoefe, became a prifoner for debt
in England, and recovered his liberty by giving up his effe@s to his credi-
tors according.to the a of infolvency ; and all the effeés he had to give up
were his right to the kingdom of Corfica, which was regiftered accordingly for
the benefit of his creditors.

5

sth and 6th, Wilkes and the female chevalier D’Eon were phenomena too.
Niceola: Rienzi, Maflaniello and others attained greater elevation than the
firlt ; but their precipitate cataftrophes were the natural confequences of their
folly, ignorance and intoxication. That Wilkes, after equal rafhnefs, without
the femblance 6f difguifing a moft profligate character, and after provoking
and infulting the whole Scottith nation, thould not only have efcaped their va-
rious attempts to deftroy him, but fhould, after emerging from a prifon, have
rifen, ftill without any pretence to gravity and decorum, to all the fteps of
magiftracy like the moft fober citizen, and then to the firft dignity of the city,
and afterwards to its moft lucrative employment—fuch a termination of fuch
an outfet baffles all reafoning, and will for ever dilcriminate Wilkes from other
meteors of his clals,

D’Eon, by the confufion of fexes, and who is certainly an hermaphrodite of
2 new kind, as nothing but the gender in her is feminine, is ftill more remark-
able ; nor can her hiftory be complete, without taking in another extraordinary
chara@er, her mafter Louis Quinze. While the was infulting, and betraying,
and expofing his moft confidential minifters, the king kept up a private corre-
{pondence with her, and apprifed her of all their plots for feizing her, and con-
fequently of recovering the fecrets in her power, which were his own fecrets ;
and his fear of her difclofing which, might have been fuppofed the caufe of
his management. Shall we fay, that he had more pleafure in difappointing his
minifters than letting them ferve him?

honour, eommended the judge for his conduét,  and converfed with Mr. Cromwell.  Happening

From Weftminfter-hall, Richard had the cuni-
ofity to go into the houfe of lords; and {l‘am!ing
at the bar, and it being buzzed that fo fingular
= perfonage was there, lord Bathurft, then one
wf the twelve new created peers, went to the bar

to afk how leng it was fince Mr. Cromwell had
been in that houfe—* Never, my lotd,” an-
{wered Richard, * fince I fat in that chair’”—
pointing to the throne.

The




366 STRANGE OCCURRENCES.

The impunity of Wilkes and D’'Eon is a firiking contraft to the ages in
which poifon and affaffination revenged the flighteft offences, and were called
in aid to the furtherance of the moft trifling politics,

»th, The duke of Riperda was a Dutchman, became prime minifter of Spain,
took refuge in England, learnt Englifh in hopes of becoming prime minifter
here, went to Morocco, turned Mahometan, and died there in high credit.

8th and gth. William Pitt, lord Chatham, was a fecond fon, and became
prime minifter of England. His rival and antagonift was Henry Fox lord
Holland, a fecond fon likewife. Lord Holland’s fecond fon Charles Fox, and
lord Chatham’s fecond fon William Pitt, are now rivals and antagonifts: Fox
has as great or greater parts than his father, with much better elocution, and
equal power of reafoning. Mr. Pitt has not the dazzling commanding elo-
quence of his father, but argues much better. Perhaps there is not on record
an inftance of two ftatefmen who were rivals, being fucceeded in equal rival-
ry by their fons—certainly not with {o many concurrent circumftances.

roth. The two great houfes of Campbell and Hamilton were long hoflile and
rivals for power in Scotland. At laft the fame woman married the two heads
of thofe families, the dukes of Hamilton and Argylly, and has given an heir
to each.

r1th, This is the remarkable pedigree of lord Danby, eldeft fon of the pre-
fent marquis of Carmarthen, only fon of the prefent duke of Leeds:

14t Duke of Leeds, Lord Treaf. John Duke of Marlborough  Lord Treaf. Godolphin,
2d Duke of Leeds, Lord Treal. Oxford Henrietta Dfs. of Marlborough=- Lord Godolphin,

i

3d Duke of Leeds=—=daugnter e Marfhal Schomberg,
= |

_’/ Duke of Sehomberg,

4th Duke of Leeds=Mary - Lords Holdernefs and
Fitzwalter,
|
___——— Farl of Holdernefs,
Sers bal

Marquis of Carmarthen=Emily —
Lord Danby 1,

' Now marquis of Carmarthen.
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So that lord Danby will be the reprefentative of lord treafurer Leeds, of lord
treafurer Godolphin, of the great duke of Marlborough, of marfhal Schom-
berg, and of the earls of Holdernefs, and defcends from lord treafurer Oxford
too :—an extraordinary aflemblage of defcents from fo many great men ina
period of fourfcore years.

DETACHED




	Seite 363
	Seite 364
	Seite 365
	Seite 366
	Seite 367

