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DETACHED THOUGHTS:

T is faid that Congreve had too much wit in his comedies, It is a pity that
no comic author has had the fame fault.

A Gothic cathedral firikes one like the enthufiafm of poetry ; St, Paul’s, like
the good fenfe of profe.

I would never difpute about any thing but at law ; for there one has as
much chance as another of getting the better without reafon.

A dead language is the only one that lives long : and it is unlike the dead
for, by being dead, it avoids corruption,

In former ages, men were afraid of nothing but cowardice. Even riches,
which now make men fond of life, and confequently timid, then made men
‘brave ; for every body was foxced to defend his own property, or the fronger
would have invaded it. -

Of all the virtues, gratitude has the thorteft memory.

There are playthings for all ages: the plaything of «cld people isto talk of
the playthings of their youth,

Man is an aurivorous animal.
Hiftory is a romance that is believed ; Tomance, a hiftory that is not be-

lieved. .
4 Montaigne
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Montaigne pleafed, becaufe he wrote what he thought—other authors think
what they fhall write.

This world is a comedy to thofe who think, a tragedy to thofe who feel.

Our paffions and our under{tandings agree {o ill, that they refemble a French-
man of quality and his wife, who, though they live in the fame houfe together,
have feparate apartments, feparate beds, go different ways, are feldom together,
but are very civil to each other before company : and then the paffions, like
the lady, affeé to have great deference for their hufband the underftanding.

It is idle to attempt to /a/t a young woman in love out of her paflion: love
does not lie in the car.

Whoever expels pity by complaining to his phylician, is as foolifh as they
who, having loft their money at cards, complain of their ill-luck to their com-
panions the winners, If none were ill, or unfortunate, how would phyficians
or gamefters get money ?

Beauty after five-and-thirty is like a forfeited peerage, the title of which is
given by the couttely of the well-bred to thofe who have no legal claim to it.

Albano’s boy-angels and cupids areall fo alike, that they feem to have been
the children of the Flemifth countefs who was faid to be delivered of three

hundred and fixty-five at a birth.

Perfons extremely referved are like old enamelled watches, which had paint-
ed covers that hindered yourfeeing what o’clock it was.

Many tiew pieces pleale on firft reading—if they have more novelty than
merit. The fecond time they do not pleafe, for furprife has no fecond part,

An author without originality is like'a courtier who is always drefled in
the fafhion : nobody minds the colour or make of his coat: if it is ill made,
it is criticifed ; if not, what can be faid on it? hundreds are drefled as well.
Bookfellers and falefmen lay up the book or the coat, the moment the fathion
of it is paffed, till they can [ell either into the country.

Vor. 1V. Bbb If
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If a man’s eyes, ears, or memory decay, he ought to conclude that his un-
derftanding decays alfo; for the weaker it grows the lefs likely he is to pet-
ceive it.

Envy deferves pity more than anger, for it hurts nobody fo much as itfelf.
It is a diftemper rather than a vice; for nobody would feel envy if he
could help'it. - ‘Whoever envies another, fecretly allows that perfon’s fupes

YIOritY,

When {latterers compliment kings for virtues that are the very reverfe of
their charadters, they remind me of the ftory of a little boy who was apt
to tell people of any remarkable defe@ in their perfons. One day a
gentleman who had an extraordinarily large nofe being to dine with
the boy’s parents, his mother charged him not to fay any thing of the
gentleman’s large nofe. When he arrived, the child ftared at him, and then,
turning to his mother, faid, ** Mamma, what a pretty little nofe that gentleman
has I’

Experience becomes prefcience.

Nothing is more vain than for a woman to deny her age; for fhe cannot
deceive the only perfon that cares about it, herfelf. If a man diflikes a wo-
man becaufe he thinks her of the age fhe is, he will only diflike her the more
for being told fhe is younger than fhe feems to be, and confequently looks
older than fhe ought to do. The anno Domini of her face will weigh more
than that of her regifter.

Cenforious old women betray three things: one, that they have been
galant ; the next, that they can be fo no longer; and the third, that they are
#lways wilhing they could be.

No woman ever invented a new religion ; yet no new religion would ever
have been fpread but for women. Cool heads invent fyftems, warm heads
embrace: thern

Pofterity always degenerates till it becomes our anceftors.

It is unfortunate to have no mafter but our own errors. If we profit ever
5 : fo
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fo much under them, the unjuft public always recolleé the mafter, more than
they take notice of the improvement of the fcholar.

Men are often capable of greater things than they perform. They are fent
into the world with bills of credit, and feldom draw to their full extent.

Warburton, in his ridiculous edition of Pope’s works, quotes a paffage from
Winwood’s Memorial, in which archbifhop Abbot mentions Grotius with
great contempt, who, being fent to England by the States, fatigued even that
pedant king James with his pedantry and babbling differtations on Armi-
nianifm and other foolifh theological queftions. He was warned that he
would tire the fcholaftic monarch; but to no purpofe. Warburton laughs at
the bithop of Ely, who wondered what a man ke bad there, and feems afto-
nifhed that they were not charmed with fuch profufion of mifplaced litera-
ture. Oxenftiern was {o unlucky as to think like the bifhop of Ely: but Mr.
Warburton thought it very fenfible in an ambaffador to fhock a prince and
minifter with whom he was to treat, and of courfe with whom he ought to
have ingratiated himfelf, by venting all he knew or imagined about grace,
frec-will, and predeftination! Let us fuppofe that Warburton was archbifhop
of Canterbuty, and commiffioned to treat with the ambaflador of the States on
entering into a league for the reftitution of the Palatinate : Grotius might
then have written the following letter to his mafters :

High and mighty lords,

After having delivered my credentials, and been admitted to a private au-
dience of the king, in which 1 complimented his majefty on his profound
knowledge of the queftion of the irremiffibility of fuper-eflicient grace work-
ing to the non-effe@ivity of original fin, I received his majefty’s commands to
treat with my lord’s grace of Canterbury on the- feveral points of my com-
miffion. Accordingly, by appointment, [ waited on his grace at Whitehall:
and having {lightly touched upon the difpofition of your high mightineffes
to concur under-hand with his majefty of ‘Great Britain for the reftoration of
his fon-inslaw, I laid afide matters merely temporal ; and, with all the ability I
was mafter of, I began to {ift his grace, what might be his opinions with re-
gard to the late proceedings of the fynod againft the followers of Arminius.
1 am confident 1 talked a good twe hours and half on the fingle point of

Bbb2 retro-




372 DETACHED THOUGHTS.

retro-altive grace, and endeavoured to convince his grace, that St. Auftin
never underftood that a faving faith was neceflary in ordine ad, but only in
ordine ab; a point which the Englifh Separatifts have always confounded.
His grace heard me with fingular pleafure and good will; and in bis anfwer
and my replies we wafted four hours more, or fomewhat better. His grace
is a man of notable acutenefs and irrefrangibility ; and, ’bating certain light
and wanton gallicifms in his expreflions, is a very Chryfoftom; and though
he be reckoned a man of afpiring towardnefs, he truly loves good literature,
and readily paflfeth himfelf of fuch difcourfes as only tend to the fettling of
kingdoms, or difpatching of the intricacies of ftate-affairs. I can aflure your
high mightinefles, that if no good end comes of my embafly, yet at leaft the
notions of grace and predeftination will have been more amply difcuffed than
they could have been even in a general council ; and by the grace of God 1
truft, in convenient time after my return, to prefent your high mightinefles
with the fubjec of our difcourfes reduced into fuch a method, as I may boaft
will tend to inftruét and edify ; the promulgation of good literature and ab-
ftra& divinity being the fole end of all my labours, and the greateft piece of
fervice which I think I can do my country,

Yours, &e., &e. &c.

HUGO GROTIUS.
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