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382 MISCELLANEOUS VERSES.

THE PARISH REGISTER OF TWICKENHAM:
WRITTEN ABOUT 1758,

HERE filver Thames round Twit'nam meads

His winding current {weetly leads;
Twit’nam, the Mufes’ fav'rite feat,
Twit’nam, the Graces’ lov'd retreat ;
There polith’d Effex * wont to fport,
The pride and vi&im of a court!
There Bacon * tun’d the grateful lyre
To foothe Eliza’s haughty ire;
—Aun! happy had no meaner firain
Than friendfhip’s dath’d his mighty vein?
Twit’nam, where Hyde ®, majeftic fage, ‘
Retir'd from folly's frantic ftage,
While his vaft foul was hung on tenters
T'o mend the world, and vex diffenters :
Twit'nam, where frolic Wharton * revel’d,
‘Where Montague ¥ with locks dithevel’d
(Confli& of dirt and warmth divine)
Invok'd and fcandaliz'd the Nine;
‘Where Pope in moral mufic {poke
To th’ anguifh’d.foul of Bolingbroke,
And whifper’d, how true genius errs,
Preferring joys that pow’r confers;
Blifs, never to great minds arifing
From ruling worlds, but from defpifing:
Where Fielding ¢ met his bunter mufe,
And, as they quaff’d the fiery juice,

* Robert Devereux, earl of Effex, s Lady Mary Wortley Montague,
3 Sir Francis Bacon. ¢ Henry Fielding, author of Tom Jones, &e¢.
3 Lord Clarendon. &c. Sic.

+ The duke of Wharton.
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MISCELLANEOUS VERSES.
Droll Nature ftamp’d each lucky hit

With inimaginable wit:

Where Suffolk® fought the peaceful feene,
Refigning Richmond to the queen,

And all the glory, all the teafing,

Of pleaﬁng one not worth the plcaﬁng:
‘Where Fanny?, ever-blooming fair,
Ejaculates the graceful pray’r,

And, *fcap’d from {enfe, with nonfenfe Imit,
For Whitfield’s cant leaves Stanhope’s ¥ wits
Amid this choir of founding names

Of ftatefmen, bards, and beauteous dames,
Shall the laft trifler of the throng

Enroll his own fuch names among?

~—Oh! no—Enough if T confign

To lafting types their potes divine:
Enough, if Strawberry’s humble hilk

The title-page of fame fhall fll.

POSTHCRIPT,

ADDED 1 1784.

HERE Genius in a later hour

Seleted its fequefter’d bow'r,

And threw around the verdant room

The blufhing lilac’s chill perfume.

So loofe is flung each bold feftoon,

Each bough fo breathes the touch of noonj
The happy pencil * fo deceives,

That Flora, doubly jealous, cries,

“ The work’s not mine—yet truft thefe eyes,
“’Tis my own Zephyr waves the leaves.”

Tanny Shirley. 4 Qf lady Diana Beauclerc.
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3 Philip Stanhope, earl of Chefterfield:

Countefs:
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