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killed Crrtus *; he attributed to this prince the power that
the poets attributed to Jupiter, the power to make particular
and even occafional rules of right and wrong by will: The
fault of Hosees lay here, he put the fupreme Being out of
the cafe entirely, afcribed no legiflative authority or no exer-
cife of it to him, affumed all acions to hayve been indifferent
not only before our fyftem was created, but even after it was
fo, and till the civil magiftrate had made a difference between
them, by commanding fome and by forbidding others.

Manvy fuch general and fundamental abfurdities as thefe
are to be found in the writings even of thofe who have writ
with the moft applaufe on this fubjeé ; befides a multitude of
particular queftions, as frivolous as any that the {choolmen ever
broached. I pafs them all by with the negle& that they de-
ferve, except one; fome further notice of which is neceffary
to connect with what has been faid, and to carry on my train
of thoughts.

VII.

HE prefumption of thofe, who pretend to deduce

our moral obligations from the moral attributes of
God, has {fo much theological authority on it’s fide, that the
abfurdity of it cannot be too often expofed and cenfured.
There i1s fraud too, which I did not obferve before, in this
pretenfion; and fraud {o manifeft, that we may fometimes
{fufpect it to be wilful. Inftead of transferring from God to
man, to ufe a phrafe of Cicero, they transfer from man to
God ; and whilft they boaft that man is made after the image

* PLuT. in ALEXAN,
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of God, they make God after the image of man. What they
prefent to us for a copy, is the original; and what they pre-
fent for the original, is in reality the copy. Tho we rife
from the knowledge of ourfelves, and of the other works of
God, toa knowledge of his exiftence and his wifdom and
power, which we call infinite, becaufe the fenfible effe@s of
them go far beyond our utmoft conceptions of wifdom and
power, yet we cannot rife thus to a knowledge of his man-
ner of being, nor of his manner of producing thofe effe&s
which give us ideas of wifdom and power; and as little,
or lefs if poflible, can we rife from our moral obligations to
his fuppofed moral attributes. I call them fuppofed, becaufe,
after all that has been faid to prove a neceffary conneéion be-
tween his phyfical and his moral attributes, the latter may
be all obferved in his wildom. It is even more agreeable
to the phaenomena, to believe that they are fo, and that his
wifdom determining him to do always that which is fitteft
to be done upon the whole, of which fitnefs we are in no
degree competent judges, the effeés of it give us fometimes
ideas of thofe moral qualities, which we acquire by reflection
on ourfelves or by our dealings with one another, and fome-
times not. The works of God would give us ideas of wifdom
and power, if human a&ions and operations gave us none ;
and, in fa®, the example of favage nations will thew, I think,
that the firft and ftrongeft impreflions of this kind come
from thence. But it is evident, that the firft and ftrongeft
impreflions that we receive of benevolence, juftice, and other
moral virtues, come from refle&tion on ourfelves, and from
our dealings with one another, from what we feel in ourfelves,
and from what we obferve in other men. Thefe we acknow-
ledge to be, however limited and imperfe&, the excellencies
of our own nature, and therefore conceiving them without
any limitations or imperfections, we afcribe them to the di-
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vine. We do worfe: we afcribe our affe@ions and paflions
to the divine nature. - We make God fo much a copy of
man, that we defign the worft, as well as the beft, of our
own features, if I may fay fo, in our reprefentations of him :
and as common as it is, no unprejudiced thinking man can
hear, without aftonifthment, our perfeétions and our imperfedti-
ons imputed to the Supreme Being, in the fame breath, and
by the fame men; with this difference, at moft, that the
former are imputed dire@tly, and the latter fometimes under
the thin and trite veil of analogy. Ina being thus confti-
tuted, they may well imagine that the moral virtues are the
fame as they are in our ideas: and theology may eafily de-
duce from his attributes, the chara@ers theology has given
them. But a being thus conftituted is not the fupreme, the all-
perfe@ Being : and a very fhort analyfe of the excellencies of
our own naturewill be fufficient to thew, that they cannot be
applied from man to God without prophanenefs, nor from God
to man without the moft thameful abfurdity. Let me allude, on
this occafion, to a paffage I have feen quoted from the ethics of
AristorLE. To what acions of the divinity can we apply,
or from what can we deduce our notions of human juitice ?
Both might be done, perhaps, by thofe who affumed, like
TuLLy, a community of gods and men, or by thofe who
drew the divinity down to human converfations and human
cares, to be immediately and, as we may fay, perfonally an
actor in human affairs, to be a contracting party in covenants
and alliances with men. Nay, fomething of the fame kind
may be done by thofe who acknowledge the infinite wifdom
of God, and yet include him in this {yftem of rational agents,
every one of which is obliged to promote the good of the
whole; who acknowledge the infinite diftance between God
and man, and yet affert that they may be compared together
on account of their rationality, and be faid, not figuratively
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but literally, to be of the fame mind. But how fhall we de-
duce fortitude from the attributes of God, or afcribe this
virtue to him who can endure no pain, nor be expofed to any
danger ? How temperance, when it would be the moft horrid
blafphemy to fuppofe him fubje&t to any human appetites and
paflions, and much more to fome fo inordinate as to require
a particular virtue to reftrain and govern them ? I might bring
many more inftances of the fame kind. But thefe are enough:
and he, who will not be convinced by thefe, how abfurdly
the laws of nature are founded, by {fome writers, in the moral
attributes of God, will be convinced by none.

But now, as abfurd as thefe do&rines are, we muft not
imagine that the law of nature wants any proofs of a divine
fanétion, or a divine original. They arc both contained in
one: and the punifhment, which attends the breach of this
law, refults, asneceffarily as the law itfelf, from that nature
which God has been pleafed to conftitute, according to his
good pleafure. Let it not be faid, that this punifhment is
only temporal, and the fan&ion therefore infufhcient. Let
not this be faid, particularly by thofe men, who talk {o much
of a pofitive law given by God to his chofen people, the
fanction of which was no other than temporal pains and pe-
nalties. Let it not be obje@ed further, that the penalties,
which make the fan&ion of natural law, affe nations col-
le&ively, and not men individually; for which reafon, they
arc lefs proper to enforce the obfervation of the law. The
penalties annexed to the breach of the law of Mosts were of
the fame kind, in general, opreffion, famine, peftilence, wars
and captivities : and when particular punithments were in-
fli¢ted by virtue of this law, it did no more, than what is
done every day and in all countries, with lefs tumult and
with better order, in confequence of the law of nature, and
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for the prefervation of fociety.  Once more, let it not be ob-
je€ted, as it has been, that this law is not univerfally known.
It is univerfally given, and if it is not known, and pradifed
alike by all mankind, many of the firft great principles of it
are fo in every human {ociety, even in thofe of the leaft civi-
lifed people ; whilft the far greateft part of the world are in-
vincibly ignorant of the firft principles of chriftianity, without
the knowledge of which, and without faith in which, they
are all condemned to eternal punithment.

InsTEAD of making objetions fo infufficient as thefe, and
fo liable to be retorted, Iet the fame men confels that the di-
vine inflitution of the law of nature refts on fuller and
more convincing proofs, both external and internal, than
any that have been found, or could be given, of the divine
inftitution of chriftianity. The latter has all thofe which the
manner in which it was revealed, and the nature of it, al-
lowed it to have. But the manner in which the former has
been revealed to mankind, as well as the matter of it, ad-
mitted of proofs of both kinds, much more evident, and
much more proportioned to the human underftanding. The
good news of chriftianity was publithed by Curisr and his
Apoftles 5 it was confirmed by miracles, and the proof was
no doubt fufficient for the converfion of all thofe who heard
the publication of this do@rine, and faw the confirmation of’
it.  One can only wonder, that any fuch remained uncon-
vinced. But this proof became, in a very little time, tradi-
tional and hiftorical : and one might be allowed to wonder,
how the effect of it continued, and increafed too, as the
force of it diminifhed, if the reafons of this phaenomenon were
not obvious in hiftory. Nay, tho they are fo, one may fill
wonder why they, who propagate chriftianity, have not met
oftener with the anfiver which ETurired the Saxon king
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made to AuvcusTiNg, I cannot abandon the religion of my
« fathers, for one that you would perfuade me to receive on the
¢ authority of perfons quite unknown tome.” He came how-
ever afterwards to a better fenfe, either by the fupernatural
effeds of grace, or by the natural efteéts of the cajolement or
importunity, perhaps, of Berte, The revelation of the law of
nature is of another kind. Whether the word of God is his
word may be, and we fee has been, difputed by theifts.
But whether his works are his works, neither has been, nor
can be, difputed by any fuch. Natural religion therefore being
founded on human nature, the work of God; and on the
neceffary conditions of human happinefs which are impo-
fed by the whole fyftem of it, every man who receives the
law of nature receives it on his own authority, and not on the
authority of other men known or unknown, and in their
natural flate as fallible as himfelf. = The revelation is not
communicated to him only by tradition and hiftory : it is
a perpetual, a ftanding revelation, always made, always making,
and as prefent in thefe days, as in the days of Apawm, to all
his off-fpring. The external proofs then, for thefe are pro-
perly fuch, of the divine inftitution of the law of nature, are
conclufive to every theift.  Let us examine the internal, and
compare them with the proofs that are contained in, or de-
duced from, the feriptures, to fhew their divine original.

VIII.

OW the unwritten law of God, unwritten even in the

hearts of men, how early foever inftinét difpofes them

to receive it, is an obje& of knowledge, not of belief. We
know that God exifts, with a certainty little inferior to that
which we have of our own exiftence. We know that he
‘ I : has
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