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to the throne, and maintained them in it. The power of
making laws was {o far from being originally, and exclufively,
annexed to monarchy, tho it fometimes made monarchs,
that Draco, who never was one, impofed his laws, which
were faid to be writ in blood becaufe of their extreme feverity,
on the Athenians; that Soron, who never would be one, re-
pealed thefe laws,and eftablifhed others; and that Prsistrar Us,
who made himfelf one, far from repealing thofe of Sorow,
governed by them. The firft kings were limited monarchs.
They earned the fovereignty by great and good altions, held
it from their people, and were accountable to their people for
the exercife of it.  Such I mean as came to their crowns b
confent, and in countries where common utility united fami-
lies in civil fociety, and neither conqueft nor the fear of it,

XII.

T HE attempts which fo many learned and ingenious men
have made, with infinite labor of fludy, to fix points of
chronology and hiftory concerning antient nations, that of the
Egyptians particularly, have feemed to me, ever fince I knew
what they are, extremely ridiculous. They have feemed fo
the more, becaufe fome general and ufeful truths may be col-
leed, without any trouble, from the broken and fabulous
materials they employ with fo much trouble, and to fo little
ufeful purpofe. 'The original of the Egyptians and the order
of their dynafties will never be known. The moft antient
traditions, facred and prophane, fuppofing them all authentic,
would be ftill infufficient for this end. But they are fufficient
for another. They fhew us the nature of government, and
the characer of mankind, in thofe early ages. They thew
us the firft kings, and the primitive government of Egypt,
fuch as 1 have deferibed; and fuch they continued to be as
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long as their gods reigned, that is, as long as their kings pur-
fued the true ends of their inflitution, and made their glory
confift in the good government of their own people, not
in the conqueft of others®, ~Osizis and Isis civilifed their
manners, and taught them to fow corn and to plant the vine,
The firft Mercury taught them the ufe of letters, inftruéted
them in the {ciences, and in arts, in that of phyfic efpecially,
both for the body and the mind, and was, befides, their firft or
greateft legiflator. Other Mercuries fucceeded Tuor. Corra
makes them five in all #. Thefe explained the hieroglyphics
of the firft, improved on what he had taught in fix and thirty
thoufand volumes or rolls, as fome legends affirm, and com-

leted that wifdom of the Egyptians wherein Mosgs was in-
firudted; for no man, except a few, will believe that the
daughter of Puaraon fent into Greece to procure preceptors
for her foundling.

Tue Egyptians were little known to the Greeks, from
whom all our knowledge of them is derived, till the reign of
Psamvericuus, much more than a thoufand years after the
dynafties of their gods,and their golden age, as we may call it;
and yet even then, the firft principles of good policy and of a
limited monarchy fubfifted. They pierced thro various revo-
lutions of government, and maintained themfelves in reverence
during an immenfe number of years. The fame thing has
bappened, and by the fame means, among the Chinefe, whom
I might have quoted for the fame purpofe as I quote the for-
mer; fince their empire began as early, has lafted near three
thoufand years longer, and refembles that of Egypt in many
refpe@s; in thefe particularly, in a great reverence for anti-
quity, in a {trong attachment to thofe primitive inftitutions

* Fines impern tueri, magis quam proferre, mos erat. Intra fuam cuique pa-
triam regna finiebantur,  Just,ubi fupra. + Apud Crerr. de Nat. Deor.
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by which the order of their government has been preferved,
their monarchs, how abfolute foever they may appear, have
been reftrained in the exercife of their power.

Now thefe governments, like all others which men have
inftituted, and to which they have fubmitted by confent, tho
they are art1ﬁc1'a.l are however inftituted by virtue of the law
of our nature, and are, in this fenfe, of divine appointment.
That foverelgnty, or ﬁlpremacy, for fuch it may be called
in a true fenfe, which was at firft in fathers of families,
not for their fakes, but for the fake of their offspring, and
the propagation of the human fpecies, belongs to one fove-
reign or fupreme magiftrate; to more than one, to the col-
lective or reprefentative body of the people; and fometimes to
all thefe, according to the various conftitutions of civil govern-
ments, which were indifferent before they were made, but
ceafe to be fo, and are obligatory on every member of the
community, afterwards. There muft be an abfolute power in
every civil fociety placed fomewhere. As it is placed in one
man, or in more, a monarc,hy arifes, or an ariftocracy, or a
democracy: and, whenit is divided between all thefe, a mixed
government, which is, I prefume, the beft of the four By
this reprefentation, fo evidently true that no man who is in
his wits can doubt of it, we may learn to defpife and abhor
certain venal or ftupid writers in favor of monarchy. Some
of thefe would perfuade, like Frumer, that Apam was an ab-
folute monarch by creation ; that his right has defcended to
kings; that all other men are flaves by birth, and never had
a right to choofe either forms of government or governors.
Some again would perfuade, like Hornius, whom Purren-
porF *cites and refutes, that altho men have aright tomake co-

* Lib. vii. ¢ 3.
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venants and conftitute civil governments, they have no power
to confer fovereignty on princes. They may choofe aking to
govern them, that is, they may name a perfon on whom this
fovereignty, this majefty, this power to govern which they
cannot give, will defcend, by a {ort of divine emanation, from
God, who can alone give them. Firmer’s hypothefis will be
always lame as well as abfurd, till Apaum’s right heirs, for all
other princes are by this hypothefis no better than ufurpers,
can be certainly diftinguithed. They would be fo by Harry
MarTiN’s expedient, if they were born with combs on their
heads, and every other man with a bunch on his back. But
nothing of this kind has yet appeared among the phaenomena
of nature, and till it does we muft content ourfelves to
acknowledge fuch kings as we have. The hypothefis of Hor-
N1us does not expofe us to the fame uncertainty, and we may
know our king by much the fame rule by which the Tarta-
rians know their god. When a king is' chofen, fovereignty and
majefty defcend immediately upon him, and he is completely
aking. When a great lama is chofen, the foul of Fox enters
immediately into him, and he is completely a god. There
are many more foolith and knavith hypothefes of the fame
kind; and the principal promoters of them, in every country,
have been the clergy, whofe flattery to princes had well nigh
fucceeded among us, fo as to make the caufe of tyranny, what
it has been, and ftill continues to be made in other nations,
the caufe of God. But tho we believe that monarchy was the
firlt form of civil government, and that paternal government
might lead men to it; yet may we believe very confiftently,
and we muft believe unlefs we refolve to believe againft fact
and reafon both, that this, like every other form of govern-
ment, is of human inflitution, eftablifhed by the people, and
for the people; and that no other majefty, fince the word
impofes {o much, is inherent in it than that which belongs
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to the fupreme power of every ftate, wherever that power is
placed. Natural government was defigned to laft, and did laft,
till civil government became neceflary. Nature inftituted one,
and dire¢ted human reafon to the other. She meaned the fame
in both cafes, the good of the governed. Her inftitution and
her direction could not have different ends.  She intended, no
doubt, that they who had been treated like children, under
the influence of inftinét, fthould be treated fo likewife, under
the influence of reafon.

X1II.

I nave faid thus much, in order to thew that political focie-
ties grew out of natural, and that civil governments were
formed not by the concurrence of individuals, but by the
affociations of families. Tt is the more neceffary to repeat
and to inculcate this diftin&ion, becaufe, for want of making
it, and by reprefenting mankind to themfelves like a number
of favage individuals out of all fociety in their natural ftate,
inftead of confidering them as members of families from their
birth, and fuch too long to be at any time the folitary vaga-
bonds of the other hypothefis, our beft writers, even Mr.
HooxEer, and much more Mr. Locke, have reafoned both in-
confiftently, and on a falfe foundation. Inconfiftently, be-
caufe they fometimes acknowledge paternal government to
have preceded civil, and yet reafon about the inflitution of
civil, as if men had been then firft affembled in any kind of
fociety, or had been fubjedt to any kind of rule; for to fay
that the law of nature was of itfelf fuch a rule, and that every
one of thefe independent inhabitants of the earth did, or might
exercile juftice for himfelf and others, on thofe who violated
this law, was language unworthy of Mr. Locke, and unnecef-

{ary
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