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this was due to gratitude, to habitual reverence, or to circum-
ftances of conveniency, and, in no fort, to any natural right
that the father had. Todeduce therefore from hence a rightand
power, fuch as FiLmer would afcribe to kings, is perhaps one
of the greateft abfurdities that was ever committed to paper.
A very commendable zeal to explode thefe falfe notions of
government, and to affert the caufe of liberty, carried Locke
into another extreme, very unneceflarily, as I apprchend. He
affumed the flate of nature to be fuch as could never exift,
and the method of eftablifhing civil {ocieties to be fuch as
could never be executed. Will it be faid that he meaned
only to give an abftraét fyftem of the natural rights of man-
kind? I fhall ask, if it be faid, to what purpofe it was to
make an abftra& {yftem of rights, that never did nor could
exift, and of a method of eftablithing civil government that
never could be taken? It could ferve furely no other purpofe,
than to give us a notion of natural liberty very different from
the real conftitution of nature, by which we are lefs able to
preferve liberty without fome {ort or other of government, than
we are liable to lofe it by the abufe of government. I fhall
ask; in the next place, whether the right of mankind to be
governed by law, and not by will, under every form of civil
government, be not as well eftablifhed by referring the ori-
oinal of all thefe forms to the confent of men affembled in fa-
milies, as to the confent of men difperfed, God knows why,

after having been educated in one kind of fociety, and affem-
bled, God knows how, to eftablifh another.

X1V,

AS it ismuch more reafonable to judge, in all cafes, by a con-
fideration of the acual conftitution of human nature,
than
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than to run the risk of miftaking what is true by imagining
what may be {o; it is likewife both reafonable and neceffary,
on the fubject {poken of here, to look as far back as we have
any light on the natural and political ftate of mankind, in
which review we fhall find fufficient inducements to think
that the ftate of naturc was not a ftate of an:!.rc,hy but a ftate
of ﬁovunment and that fome form or other of it fubfifted at
’dl times and in all places, however thefe forms may have va-
ried. We diftinguifh between natural and political fociety ;
but the real difference between them is not fo great as we
1mag1nne. Nature inftituted the former, but we cannot doubt
that reafon and experience improved it, without changing the
form, from time to time, as the circumftances of families al-
tered. When thefe were altered {o far that the fame form
would do no lonrrer, men altered the form itfelf. They
kept nearer to it in {fome focieties, and went further from it
in others. Theinftitution ceafed to be that of nature, it became
that of art. But in all other refpeés there was no more reafon,
perhaps, to fay, whenever and wherever this happened, for it
would be ridiculous to affume that it happened every where
at once, that a new ftate of mankind arofe in thofe places and
at thofe times, than there has been to fay fo on every great
revolution of government fince, when monarchies have Lhangcd
from elective to hereditary, when ariftocracies or democracies
have been raifed on their ruin, or mixed governments on

thofe of all three.

MenTion has been made of the Egyptians who appear to
have been, if any people we know of were fuch, the Abori-
genes of their country. The accounts which hiftory gives of
their political conftitution, and thofe anecdotes which tradi-
tion has preferved concerning the original of it, incline, and al-
moft determine, one to think that it was formed in the manner

which
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which has been affumed of forming political focieties for mu-
tual advantage, or common defence; that the union of fa-
milies compofed feveral {fmall dynafties, and the union of dy-
nafties one great empire; that it was fo formed on principles
of common utility, and without the infociable defign of in-
vading others, till SeTwHosts, or Ecyerus, or SesosTris and
other conquerors arofe, who invaded the nations of Africa, of
Afia, and even of Europe, as the Ethiopians and Arabians in-
vaded Egypt. The other great empire, the babylonian or
affyrian, of which the grecian antiquaries, who knew no-
thing of China, relate {o many wonders, feems to have been
tormed in another manner.

Lawvers fpeak of illegal communities of bodies of men
who unite under certain conditions, and become focieties to
break all the rules of {ociability; to rob, and to plunder, like
the antient Greeks {poken of by Taucypipes, or the modern
Arabs and Tartars. Some of thefe have never fettled in civil
governments. They have gathered from time to time, like
vapors in to clouds, have produced ftorms, marked their courfe
by devaftation, and done great, but tranfient, mifchicf. Other
confederacies there have been, as illegal as thefe in their infti-
tution, defigned to invade the poffeffions of others, and to
form political {ocieties by conquett againft the laws of nature,
inftead of forming them by compad agreeably to it.

As I affume with more probability on my fide than fuch
hypothefes have generally, that the reigns of the moft antient
kings of Egypt were called the reigns of the gods, on account
of the wife laws and inftitutions by which they promoted the
peace, and happinefs of that people; fo we may aflume, that

the aflyrian empire was founded and fupported, from the firft,

by violence. 'Who Nimrop was, or Berus, or any of thofe
that
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that have been named in the variety and uncertainty of tradi-
tions, among the founders of this empire, when they lived,
and what they did, it is impoffible to fay. Even Marsuanm,
who labored this point fo much, with all his fagacity, and
all his learning, left it, as he found it, in the dark. But as
Niurod ftands reprefented, in the mofaical hiftory, a mighty
hunter before the Lord, he gives us the idea of a warrior, and
we may believe, without ftraining the fenfe of antient anec-
dotes too much, that Bsi, Berus, or Baar, who was fo fan-
guinary a God, had not been a king of great moderation,
nor had acquired power by perfuafion rather than by force,
by the arts of peace than by ufurpation and war. JusTin
fays that Ninus’ was the firft, not to make war, but to change
the nature of it? and to extend his empire by fubduing his
ncighbours.  The egyptian SesosTris, and the feythian Ta-
Navus much more antient, had made war for fame alone, and,
content with vitory, had abftained from empire®, ‘Their
kingdoms, which each nation reputed to be the moft antient
of the world, and which were fo perhaps of the world they
knew, had been eftablilbed long before thefe wars begun.
Arts and {ciences were more improved among the Egyptians:
primitive fimplicity among the Scythians. But it is probable,
that neither of them engaged in wars, till felf defence made
them neceflary, or till the ambition of their princes gave oc-
cafion to them. Then SesosTris harnefled monarchs to his
chariot. Then the Scythians impofed a tribute on Afia,
rather as the trophy than the reward of their vitoryc, The
firft affyrian kings, on the contrary, eftablithed their monarchy
by force, inan age when the illegal confedcracy of a few fa-
milies was fuflicient to give the moft forward, and the moft po-
pular man, amongft them the title of a mighty hunter,and the

a) Avitum gentium morem. b) Contenti viterid, imperio abftinebant,
c¢) Magis in titulum imperii, quam in victoriae pracmium.

means
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means of forming a political fociety on a principle of ambition,
and by ufurpation on the other little ftates, unikilled, and un-
able to refift: ¢ rudes ad refiftendum.”

Tuere muft needs have been a multitude of numerous fa-
milies, or little ftates, in thefe early days, and in the countries
we fpeak of here, fince Josnua conquered one and thirty kings
in the land of Canaan. It is eafy, therefore, to conceive how
{uch a man as we aflume Nimrop to have been, on the autho-
rity of {cripture, and Brrus after him, if they were different
perfons, for that one was the SaTurn and the other the Ju-
prreR of the Greeks isnot{o very certain, that fuch a man, I {ay,
might unite by confent both men and families of men,as fierce
as himfelf, in confederacies to invade others. Whatever ufe they
made of this, whether they contented themfelves to conquer
and to ravage, or whether, as they had united by confent, they
obliged their neighbours to unite with them by force, it {feems
that Ninus profited of their fuccefs to do the laft. He ex-
tended his dominion by victory, and as he extended it, he
confirmed it. Thus the babylonian empire was founded by
force of arms, and thus it was maintained; till as force had
raifed it, force deftroyed it, and illegal confederacies put an
end to what illegal confederacies had begun.

Ir we confider the true ends of {ociety, to which the gene-
ral nature and reafon of things dire¢t mankind, we fhall find
it hard to conceive how they could be induced to unite their
families on any other motives than thofe of common utility,
and common defence, againft the little robbers that have been
mentioned ; or how, when a fuperior force made them fafe
from thefe, they thould choofe to become great robbers them-
{elves, and to invade and conquer as if their happinefs had
depended more on fubduing other governments than on a wife

and
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and juft conftitution of their own. But if we confider the
particular nature of man, wherein there is one principle that
dire&ts him agreeably to the general law of nature, and another
which is nothing more than the impulfe of appetites and paf-
fions that are of {ubordinate ufe in the human oeconomy, but
were not defigned to be the'laws of it, we fhall eafily con-
ceive how the condu@ of mankind has become in thefe cafes,
and almoft in all others, repugnant to nature, reafon, and
their own common fenfe.

Tae firft impreflions that are made on focieties, like thofe
on particular men, laft long, and the worft longeft. The
chara@er of a few eminent perfons, nay of fome one who has
acquired fame, authority, and power, efpecially if he has had
the legiflative in matters religious as well as civil, becomes
that of a nation, grows confirmed by cuftom, and pafles for
natural and reafonable in defpite of nature and reafon. This
happens in particular ftates, and this has happened in the
great commonwealth of mankind. If {fome men have been
deified for the good, many have been fo for the hurt they
did; and conquerors, the moft noxious of all animals, have
become objeés of adoration. However unlike nations may
be to nations in their difpofitions and manners, all of them,
ceven the weakeft, feck their own advantage real or imaginary,
at the expence of others. Thus have the civil focicties of
men acted towards one another from their primitive inftitu-
tion; for if fome fet the example, the others {foon followed
it, and whilft every particular ftate has gone thro various
forms of government and revolutions of fortune, the univerfal
ftate of mankind has been little lefs than a flate of perpetual
anarchy. Families kept men out of that ftate of individuality
which Hogses, and even Locke, fuppofes. But political
focieties have been always individuals,

Vor. V, T XV. Be-
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