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XV.

Esipes the two manners that have been mentioned, in
B which civil focieties were formed, there was a third
very near a kin to the fecond, that came into frequent ufe,
when the numbers of people increafed in fome countries
fafter than their induftry, and the order of their government
made provifion for them; or when, for fome other reafon, the
greateft part of a community, and the fovereign power in it
refolved to drive out a fmaller part that they Judged noxious
to the whole. This manner of eftablithing new governments
when it was done by force, and it was feldom done with the
confent of the invaded, was full as illegal, relatively to the law
of nature, in the invaders, however {oftened by pretences of
neceffity, as the {fecond. It was more bloody too, when they
who defended their antient pofleflions were more able to re-
{ift, and they who fought new habitations were more nume-
rous than either of them had been, when kingdoms and flates
were firft formed, and colonies were firft planted. The In-
habitants of Gaul were grown fo numerous, that in the very
beginning of the roman empire, in the reign of the elder
Tarquin, the celtic Gauls, who facked Rome two hundred

ears afterwards, began to fcnd their colonies abroad, at the
inftigation of their king AmsicaTus®. He thought it neceﬁd—
1y to exonerate his kingdom over crowded with people, ¢ ex-
¢ onerare pregravante turbi regnum.” He aunthorifed the ex-
PEdItanS, by fetting his nephews at the head of them, by
egiving them commiflions to {ettle wherever the gods fhould di-
re¢t by auguries, ¢ in quas dii dediffent auguriis {fedes,” and

* Lax. hboow,
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by levying fuch formidable armies for this purpofe as no na-
tion fhould be able to refift, “ ne quae gens arcere advenien~
“ tes poflet.” This account, that Livy gives of the celtic inva-
fions, may {erve, in fome fort, for thofe which other nations made
on the roman provinces, long after his time, and in the decline
of that empire. The Oftrogoths, the Vifigoths, the Vandals,
and the Lombards, to whom the Franks, altho an affemblage
of adventurers perhaps, rather than one people, may be added,
were the principal nations, who broke down the barriers of the
roman empire, and who eftablithed themfelves in feveral pro-
vinces on the ruins of it. They were all detached to feek new
habitations, from the various and numberlefs families and focie=
ties of people who inhabited Scythia, that is the immenfe ex-
tent of country beyond the Rhine and the Danube, as far as
the Baltic northward, and the Euxine and the Cafpian, at leaft,
caftward, We know little about them, whilft they remained
in their deferts, and that little is very confufed, and no doubt
very fabulous. But this in general is certain, their numbers
increafed fo much in every fociety, and the fertilty of the
country, which every fociety poffefled, as well as their fkill
to improve it, was fo little proportionable to the wants of fuch
numbers, that they were continually fending forth new colo-
nies to {eek new habitations, one at the expence of the other,
driving and driven out by turns, The fame neceflity, and the
fame habits of invading continued when the roman empire,
divided by Constanrting, and weakened by his chriftian fuc-
ceflors, was no longer able to repel their incurfions. T hey
had too, befides neceflity, another ftrong temptation at this
time. The expeditions they undertook, were in themfelves
more inviting than any of the former, ¢ haud paulo laetiorem
¢ viam dii dabant,” as Livy fays, when he compares that of
Berovesusinto Italy, with that of Sicovesus intothe Hercyni-
an foreft. They removed to better climates, to countries more

i fruitful,
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fruitful, or more cultivated, as well as more adorned than
their own; and the furprife of Armanaricus, king of the
Vifigoths, who had made a peace with GraTran for prefents,
and principally for victuals, when he came to Conftantinople,
at the invitation of TreoDos1US, is nothing lefs than furprifing
altho Jornanpes defcribes it to have been extreme.

A murTITUDE Of examples might be brought of kingdoms
and ftates, that arofe from fuch tranfmigrations as thefe, of
Greeks, of Phoenicians, and of other People. Sometimes
they were formed by agreement, a few inftarices of which are
to be found in hiftory and tradition, but much oftener by vio-
lence, and fometimes by fuch circumftances of cruelty as were
fufficient to exterminate the lawful pofleflors, one inftance of
which, befides thofe already pointed out, requires a particular
mention in this place. It is not only to be reputed more au-
thentic than any other, becaufe it makes a part, and a princi-
ple part of facred hiftory, but it is more full and more mar-
vellous in all the particular circumftances of it, and fhews an-
other occafion, befides that of a too great increafe of people,on
which one part of a community was defirous to feck out new
habitations, or was compelled to it by the other. = The wan-
dering family of Arranam, that had hovered long about Egypt,
and had gone thither often for bread, to the want of which
thefe paftors were much expofed, fettled in that country at
laft, under the protection of Joszrs, and continued in it a-
bove two centuries. That they did not attempt to eftablith a
government of their own in it, like other ftrangers who came
from barren into fruitful countries, is eafily accounted for by
the {mallnefs of their number, as well as by the fituation of
Josern, and their relation to him.. But it is not {o eafy to
account for the patience with which they bore, after the death
of Josern, a cruel fervitude of fourfcore years, to which the

I tyranny
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tyranny of the Egyptians had reduced them, when their num-
ber increafed in every generation fo vaftly, that they could
bring, at the time of the Exode, f{ix hundred thoufand fight-
ing men into the field. This very increafe might feem incre-
dible in any other hiftory, notwithftanding the calculations
that have been made, to thew that it does not exceed the na-
tural multiplication of a people, among whom polygamy and
concubinage are eftablithed. But admitting thefe immenfe
numbers, and this extreme patience of the Ifraelites, naturally
impatient, rafh, and unruly, to be confiftent, admitting that
the expetation of a promifed land, whereof their father Azra-
zaMm had taken pofleflion for them, by ere@ing altars in it, as
the {panith adventurers took poffeffion of feveral countries in
America, by ere&ing crofles in them, which they conquered
afterwards, and claimed by virtue of this right of pofieffion to
belong to them; admitting this expectation, I fay, as an ad-
ditional reafon why the Ifraelites fubmitted to their bondage fo
long, and made no attempt to eftablifh an independent king-
dom or commonwealth in Egypt; yet will it be hard to con-
ceive how they could find it fo difficult to withdraw them-
felves out of this country, when Mosks determined them toit.
An army of fix hundred thoufand men was fufficient to have
conquered Egypt. The Arabians probably, and the Perfians
certainly conquered it with a lefs force than they might have
employed merely to march out of it.

Sucs confiderations may lead one to think, that the accounts
pagan authors give of their exode are not wholly fabulous, and
that it is an example in point of the cafe I affumed, the cafe
of people driven out of fome communities, becaufe they were
for fome reafon or other not only burthenfome but noxious to
them., The Ifraelites were not guilty of {edition nor rebel-
lion. They bore their ftripes patiently. But as their firipes

made
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made them willing to leave the country, an epidemical in-
tectious diftemper in the lower Egypt might make Puaraon
defirous to drive the inhabitants of that part of his kingdom,
into the neighbouring deferts, and if he followed them to the
red fea, it might be rather to recover the jewels, and the vef-
fels of gold, and filver, which they had flole under the pre-
tence of berrowing, than to ftop them and to bring them
back.. TrrTuLLIAN™ has preferved a tradition which favors
this {fuppofition ; for he relates that the Egyptians fent mef~
fengers to Moskes in the defert to demand reftitution, that
the Ifraclites on their fide demanded to be paid for their la-
bor whilft in fervitude, and that an account being ftated, the
ballance feemed to be much in favor of the latter. Thus
you fce that the Egyptians robbed the Ifraclites, not the Ifrac-
lites the Egyptians as it has been thought.

Mr. SeLpEN has given us the fame ftoryt, and two others
as they are told with fome little difference in the babylonian
gemara, and a book called berefith rabba.  This overlearned
writer does not decide whether the fa&s are true, or whether
they are rabinical inventions, ingenii rabinici figmenta,”
They deferve, however, to be mentioned, becaufe of their
immediate relation to the anecdote juft now quoted from
TrrTuLrian, and to the right the Ifraelites had to the land
of Canaan, The anecdote is much the fame. The fcene where
it paffed, and the perfons among whom are alone changed.
Josernus, and others after him, and like him, have founded
high the reverence and munificence, “ reverentiam atque mu-
““ nificentiam” fays SeLpEN, which ALEXANDER THE GrearT,
thewed to Jappus the high prieft, and to the whole nation of

* Adv. Marcionem. Lib, ii, c. 20.
T De jure Nat. & Gent. juxta difcip, Ebracor, Lib. vii. c. 8.
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the Jews, when he received them wunder his proteéion, for
they purchafed his protection, much as the priefts of Juerrer
Hammvon did, one by flattering prophecies, the other by a
flattering genealogy. Three controverfies, then, were decided
in their favor at the tribunal of this prince againft the Egyp-
tians, the Africans, and the Ifmaclites, or Arabs, according
to the rabbins, thofe great compilers of Jewith traditions. The
Egyptians demanded reftitution of the filver and gold which
they had lent the Ifraelites about a thoufand years before at the
time of their exode, and infifted on the paflage where Moszs
fays, that God gave his people favor in the eyes of the Egyp-
tians®. But Greean BEN Prsisa the famous lawyer, who was
council on the other fide, pleaded that fix hundred thoufand
of the Ifraelites, having ferved the Egyptians four hundred and
thirty years, the formerhad a juft demand on the latter for this’
fervice ; and this debt, which was computed for a time fo much
longer than that of the bondage of the people of Ifrael, and for
numbers, fo much greater than theirs at any time perhaps,
but certainly during the far greateft part of the time, that
they were even known to the Egyptians; this debt, I fay, we
may well believe exceeded the value of a few jewels, and
veflels of gold and filver, and fome raiment, or old cleaths
that they carried away with them. In fhort, the Egyptians
were condemned, in this fuit, at ALExanpers tribunal. So
were the Africans who demanded the land of Canaan, as the
eftate of their father Canaan, and therefore their inheritance.
The lawyer of the Jews quoted the curfe, pronounced againft
the fon of Hawm, more unfortunate than guilty ; asked, if the
pofleflions of flaves did not belong to their mafters ; infifted
that the Africans were ftill fuch to his clients in equity, tho
not in fa&, and fent them away in confufion. The caufe of

* Deum dediffe gratiam populo in oculis AEgyptiorum, ut peftulara conce-
derent eis, feu mutuo darent quae ipfi peterent, |
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the Ifmaelites who pretended to be co-heirs with the Ifraelites
came on laft, but they were foon filenced by producing the
will of Apramam, as Moses recorded it, and in which the pa-
triarch gives all his eflate to Isaac, except fome legacies to
the children he had by his concubines. ~Well might Serpen
fay, that thefe fuits were of a wonderful nature, ¢ mirae funt
¢ hae difceptationes forenles”, wherein both fides agreed to
have the caufe decided by arguments drawn from the law of
the Jews, from their hiftory, and from their interpretations
of both, without any regard to a prefcription of {o many ages.
But it is time that I return to {peak of the manner in which
the Ifraclites proceeded in the acquifition of new habitations,
and in forming not only one commonwealth the more in the
world, but the moft fingular eftablithment ecclefiaftical and
civil that ever was formed; for fuch it muft be allowed to
have been, unlefs any one fhall think that it appears to us
more fingular than it really was, becaufe we do not know all,
as we know fome of the laws, cuftoms, and pretenfions of
other antient nations.

Waen I include with the Ifraelites in this tran{migration,
many of the other inhabitants of the lower Egypt, and fup-
pofe that a common diftemper rather than a common religion,
unlefs that religion was idolatry, united them in it, nothing
is aflumed unreafonably, as every one, who confiders how little
fit the Ifraelites, {fo prone to idolatry themfelves, were to con-
vert others from it, muft agree. But whatever the religion of
his mixed multitude of lraelites and Egyptians was, before
they put themfelves under the conduct of Moses, they became
the fame people in this, and in every other relpect afterwards.
They entertained the fame hopes, and marched with confidence
under the fame leader to conquer new habitations. Well might
they march with this confidence, when miracles accompanied

them




of ES8§ AYS. 145

them in one continued feries, and it is even furprifing that
they fhould defpond at any time, after the firft miracle had
been wrought at the paffage of the red fea, tho JosernUs goes
out of his characer on this occafion, and inftead of magnify-
ing diminifhes the wonder, by comparing this paflage to that
of ALEXANDEK's army, who marched on the firand, or waded
thro fhallow water along the pamphilian coaft.

Tucre were befides the miracles many circumftances in
this famous tranfmigration of the Ifraclites, which deferve our
notice for their particularity. One of thefe is fo much to the
prefent purpofe that it muft be mentioned. The Ifraclites re-
mained forty years in the defert, before they undertook the
conqueft of the promifed land, a time fufficient to wear out
the leprofy, if they were affli®ed with that diftemper, as
prophane hiftory afferts, the authority of which muft not
be lightly rejected, fince Jews and Chriftians both are fo glad
to lean upon it, whenever it ferves to explain or confirm any
point of facred chronology or hiftory, and fince the imperti-
nence of thinking it fufficient for that purpofe, and infuffi-
cient for any other would be too grofs. There is another rea-
fon given, in the hiftory afcribed to Moses, why the Ifrae-
lites were keptfo long in the defert.  When they came to the
borders of the promifed land, they mutinied, diftrufted God,
‘who was already declared their God, their king, and the ge-
neral of their armies. They threatened to choofe another
leader and to return to Egypt.  Upon this provocation it is
faid, that God refolved to keep them, as he did keep them,
wandering in the wildernefs till the whole generation, of twenty
years and upwards, except Josnua and Cares, was dead.
Then, and not fooner, they pafled the Jordan.

Vor. V. U To
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To this reafon, founded folely in the anger of God, may
we not prefume to add another, which proceeded from politi-
cal confiderations? When, I fay, political confiderations, I
mean thofe of Mosgs, not thofe of God. Far be it from me
to account for the reafons on which the oeconomy of provi-
dence proceeds, when thefe reafons are not plainly revealed to
me in the word, or works of God. Far be it from me even
to affume that infinite wifdom is directed by confiderations of
human policy. But it is neither licentious, nor prophane, to
guefs at thofe which the lawgiver of the Jews might have,
and I fhall do it on this occafion without any feruple.

As foon as Moses had brought the mixed multitude into
the defert, the decalogue was given, and other laws were pub-
lithed. He kept them in this ftation more than a year, and
during that time the fanhedrim was eftablithed, many laws
political, judicial, and ceremonial were promulgated, and an
entire fyftem of religion and civil government was formed.
All thefe inftitutions were enforced, not only by miracles, but
by a moft rigorous punifhment of offenders; witnefs, among
feveral, that maffacre which the levites made of three thou-
fand men in one day, when they were commanded, without
any other form of proceeding, to take every man his fword,
and to flay his neighbour. Seven or eight and thirty years of
fuch government as this, of a theocracy, wherein Moses who
converfed familiarly with God, {poke in his name, and deli-
vered, and executed his orders, could not fail to make ftrong
impreflions, and to form ftrong habits in a new generation of
men, who had been bred up under it. To confirm thefe im-
preflions, and thefe habits at the end of the fortieth year, juft
before the death of Mosss, this legiflator renewed the cove-
nant, fo it was called, between God and this People, repeated

the
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the law, exhorted them by promifes and threatenings to a
frict obfervation of it, and fent them forward, not to con-
quer and {ubdue, but to exterminate a whole race, who
were devoted by Ged to deftru&ion, and whofe country had
been given to his favorite people, the Ifraclites, fome ages

i o
before, even before they were a people.

Oruer nations, thofe for inftance who eftablithed new go-
vernments in {everal provinces of the roman empire, conquer-
ed, and fubdued, but did not feck to exterminate. The
Franks proceeded thus in Gaul, the Vifigoths in Spain, the
Oftrogoths and the Lombards in Italy. Driven out of their
old habitations by force, or by want, they fought for new ones
in better climates, and countries more fruitful than their de-
ferts.  Their {pies vifited the lands they defigned to conquer,
and as that ¢ which flowed with milk and honey”
tempted the Ifraclites, thofe that abounded with bread, and
fruits, and wine invited them. But when they had defeated
all OPPOﬁthl’l by the force and terror of their arms, they ceafed
to be enemies, and the viGorious and the vanquithed foon be-
came one people. They mixed together and lived under com-
mon laws. But this could never be the cafe between the If-
raclites and any other nation. The firft principle of their
policy, ecclefiaftical and civil, was infociability, and accord-
ingly their manners were rendeled unfuitable to the common
nature and genius of mankind, as that great divine Dr.
Barrow cxprefles himfelf, in his expofition of the creed.
¢ They were a chofen pcopl , they were holy, and the reft
¢ of mankind prophane.” God dictated their law, he infti-
tuted, nay he adminiftred their government, for wh1 ch pur-
poﬁ, he refided amongft them, and the levites carried him be-
fore them in a wooden trunk, between the cherubim™®, as

* .. Arca cherubinis inftruta, dei vehiculum, et pracfentiae fude pignus. .

Spen. de Theo, Jud,
U2 your
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your priefts pretend to carry him about in a gold or filver box.
In a word, as abject as this people had been in Egypt, Mosks
had taught them to think more highly of themfelves in the
defert, and they came out of it the moft infociable nation
upon the earth.  So infociable that they could be nothing lefs
than tyrants when they conquered, nor any thing better than
{laves when they were conquered. This has been their cafe
too.  Their traditions boaft a few centuries of profperity
and triumph; but in almoft all ages, before the coming of
Curist as well as fince, they have been what Tacrrus calls
them, ¢ viliffima pars fervientium,”  As they were formed to
this character of infociability and inhofpitality in the defert, fo
they came out of it, like beafts of prey, thirfting after blood.
The Huns, begot by devils, who inhabited mount Cauceafus,
on Scythian witches®, thewed lefs inhumanity, when they
were conducted by an hind, whom they followed as a guide
fent them by the gods, into Europet+. Arrira extended his
conquefts further than Josaua; but it may be doubted whether
he fhed more blood. More cool blood he did not moft cer-
tainly. ArTILA gave quarter often, Jostua never; and the
five kings who hid themfelves in a cave at Makkeda, and who
were murdered by the latter, after he had deftroyed their
armies, and made himfelf mafter of their country, would have
been {pared by the former. It was criminal among the I{-
raclites in his time, and it was fo much later, to be content

with conqueft, and with {poil, or to (hew mercy to thofe they
had robbed.

By fuch a condu& as we have defcribed, agreeably to the

- {criptures, this Egyptian colony eftablithed itfelf in Paleftine,

and formed a civil fociety in" the laft mentioned manner.
* IORN. Hit. Got, + Ib.

There
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There was not above one city I think with whom they made
peace. None efcaped the edge of their fwords, except fuch as
they could not conquer, and fuch as found refuge in foreign
countries. Some found it among the. Pheenicians, for to fay
that the Pheenicians defcended from' thefe refugees, is to affirm
what neither has been nor can be proved. Some found it in
other countries, in Afric very probably™; fince Procorius {peaks
of pillars that remained in the Tingitana with this infcription,
< we are they who fled from the face of Josmua the robber,
“ thefon of Naxe.” Thus you may fee how the prophecy
of Noan was fulfilled, which {eems {o plain to BocarT, and
other great fcholars, and which is fo little intelligible in the
terms and in the application of them. But whatever becomes
of the prophecy, the conqueft of Canaan by this colony from
Egypt is the ftrongeft example that can be produced, of the
milchiefs brought on mankind in the eftablifhing of civil fo-
cieties by violence, and therefore much to my prefent purpofe.

XVL
! I 'HO the eftablifhment of civil f{ocietics originally, and the

maintenance of them fince, have caufed, in the order of
providence, perpetual wars, and much of that mifery which
injuftice and violence bring on the world, “tot bella per orbem,
¢ tam multae fcelerum facies,” yet the neceflity of eftablifh-
ing and maintaining them arifes from the conftitution of hu-
man nature, and is therefore indifpenfable. The great com-
monwealth of mankind, cannot be reduced under one govern-
ment, nor fubfift without any. Juft fo we may obferve, that

the laws and conflitutions of particular focieties are every

* In Vandaligs,
where
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