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of the world, by the publication of it,are frequently magnified.
But when we confider the means of reforming mankind, which
the heathen philofophers, and the chriftian divines, have had in
their turns, and compare the progrefs made in this great work'
by both, it will appear that the former had not fufhicient
means, (fo far their complaints were well founded) nor the
latter a {uccefs proportionable to the means they had. In
fhort, if CrarkE’s way of reafoning be good, fome extraor-
dinary and fupernatural affiftance to reform the world, is ftill
wanting; for it would be impious to fay, that a further reve-
lation is juft as neceffary now as it was before the coming of
CHRIST.

XXVIL

O {peak of the want of fuflicient means to propagate
natural religion, diftinély from the want of a fufficient
knowledge of it, which are often purpofely confounded to-
ether, that the firft which is true, may cover the laft which
1s falfe, muft be our next tafk.

Tuere was no creed, nor any a& of uniformity impofed
on the heathen philofophers.  But ftill it is not true, that the
{yftem of moral obligations, or natural religion, was to them a
wide fea wherein they wandered without knowing their way,
or having any guide. It 1s not true, that they were unable to
make out upon what principles originally, and for what ‘end
ultimately, the choice of virtue was to be made®. They had
better guides than Crarke, whom it was in their power to
follow, nature and reafon ; one pointed out their way with a

* Vid, Evid. p. 176. 191.
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fteady hand, and the other was fufficient to lead them in it,
the very purpofe for which it was given. The original prin-
ciples of this choice were ftrongly laid in the conftitution of -
things, and thefe philofophers muft have been ftupid, as well
as blind, if they had not felt,as well as feen, that the ultimate
end of this choice was the happinefs of mankind. They felt
it, they {faw it, they proved it to others. Virtue was not only
recommended as wife, and reafonable, and fit to be chofen,
but furely it was eftablithed by them to be of plain neceflity,
and indifpenfable obligation; fince it was taught to be the
perfection of our nature,as well as the pofitive will of God, and
fince the greateft part of them did their utmoft to eftablith a
belief of rewards and punifhments in a future life, that they
might allure to virtue, and deter from vice, the more effec-
tually. But the generality of mankind continued in their evil
habits, nothwithftanding all thefe doérines, and all the infti-
tutions contrived to enforce them. What promifed to be ef-
fe@ual in {peculation, proved ineffe¢tual in practice. Vice was
checked, but virtue did not prevail. The conqueft was never
complete.

SuaLL we fay that the reafon of this was becaufe the mif-
fionaries of natural religion, who fet themfelves in carneft
about this excellent work, were few*? But this reafon will
not hold, for how few foever they might be in general, they
were numerous enough at particular times, in particular places,
and yet even then and there we do not find, that they made
any proportionable progrefs, altho they could not fail to do
fome good by their exhortations, inftructions, and examples.
Socrates, his fcholars, and all the great men whom the aca-
demy produced, may be reckoned a number of miffionaries

* Evudop 1573,
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fufficient to preach the duties of natural religion, with full ef-
fe in fuch a city as Athens. Socrares fet himfelf in good
earneft, {urely, aboutthis excellent work. He went from ftreet
to ftreet, and from one public place to another, as the apo-
ftles did fome centuries afterwards in their difperfions. If he
preached with the fame fimplicity, he preached with the fame
zeal. If he had not all the gifts of the {pirit, he had fome
of them, no doubt; for tho he could not work miracles to
prove the divinity of his miffion, he died to prove the truth
of his do&rine. What was the effe@ of all this? He made
a great, he could not make a good, man of his favorite difci-
ple Arciarapes; and tho he rendered,or contributed to render,
the {chools of philofophy nurferies of religion, as well as of
learning, which were always open, and always crowded, yet
how fmall a progrefs was made in the Athenian common-
wealth towards the reformation of mankind ? Miflionaries
were not wanting in this inftance, and a greater number
would not have had a greater effed.

SuaLL we fay that the reafon of thiswas,becaufe many of the
philofophers were {o vicious themfelves, that they contradiéted
their precepts by their examples,  ut cum eorum vitd mira~
¢ biliter pugnet oratio 7 This reafon will not hold neither,
and I might be furprifed at Cr.arkz, for bringing it, if I did not
confider him, like other polemical writers, accuftomed to vend his
arguments by tale rather than by weight, and ready to employ
fuch as have a fpecious appearance, how weak foever they real-
ly are, in hopes that fome of his readers may be caught by
them. Turry boafts in his fecond Tufculan, as he does in
all his writings, the wonderful effe@s of philofophy, and thofe
which he mentions, are fuch as natural theology and moral
philofophy can alone produce, * medetur animis, inanes {oli-
¢ citudines detrahit, cupiditatibus liberat, pellit timores.”

2 But
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But philofop lw cannot produce thefe, he fays*, in all men
alike, nor be of any great eflicacy unic{s fhe works on a fuit-
able zmd proper nature ; for which reafon philofophers them-
felves, they who have taught, difputed, and writ on all thefe
ﬁﬂ\jfts, have beenfeldom influenced by them. Scarce here
and there one is to be found who lives up. to his own doctrines
and rules of life. TuLLy pvm:cs his inve&ive Qg'nuf’t the
levity, vanity, inconfiftency, avarice, and other vices of thefe
men; and Crarke imagined that this fketch of their charac-
ters would furnifh an excellent reafon the more, whereby to
account for the little progrefs they made in reforming the
world. But he fhould have been reftrained from infifting on
this argument, both by the reafon of the thing, and by a regard
to thc order of which he was. If the vices of many, among
thofe who were miflionaries of morality in the heathen world,
difappointed the common endeavours of all; how came it to
pafs, that chriﬂianity made fo great a progrefs afterwards ?
How can the clergy of your church, or of ours, pretend that
m\.y contribute now, or ever did contribute, to the reforma-
tion of mankind? No age, whereof we have any cer tain anec-
dotes, can be pointed out Whucu‘l all the vices that TuLLy
imputes to moft of the heqthcn philofophers, did not prevail
among moft of the chriftian divines, with great circumftances
of aggravation. They have had not only all the vices incident
to human nature in common with other men, but they have
had the particular vices of their order, for fuch there are, and
fuch I fhall have occafion to fhew that there are. Read the
entire paffage, confult your memory, look round you, and
then you fhall tell me what you thlnk of CLARKE’s argument.
You fhall tell it in my ear. I expe no more; for I know

¥ Non idem poteft apud omnes, Tum valet multum cum eft idoneam

COH‘.P!L’X&. naturam,
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how defirous you are to keep fair with orders, whatever liber-
ties you take with particular men. For my own part, who
have not the fame difcretion, I will fay boldly that the clergy
both of your church and of mine are,in general, the moft ne-
gligent of miflionaries, and fitter much to hinder by their

example, than to promote by their do&rine, the advancement
of religion, natural or revealed.

Sumanr we fay that the {ublime do&rines, and abftrac ar-
guments of PraTo, and other philofophers, were by no means
fitted for the bulk and common fort of mankind? Or fhall
we fix the reafon of the little progrefs they made, in their ig-
norance of the whole fcheme, order, and ftate of things?
Should we do both like the author of the Evidences, we fhould,
like him, contradi¢t ourfelves ; becaufe, ifthe doérines of PLaTo,
for inftance, were too fublime, and his arguments tooabftract,
they muft have been much more {o bad he known, and gone
about to explain all that is called the whole fcheme, order, and
ftate of things. It is marvellous to confider, how many of the
moft refined precepts of chriftian morality were taught by him,
{everal centuries before Curist and his apoftles taught them.,
Such were thofe about imitating God, and others that have
been mentioned above. It is ftill more marvellous to confi-
der, that {ome of the moft profound myiteries of chriftianity
were taught by this philofopher, feveral centuries before they
were revealed. - Such was the do&rine of the Trinity, in ex-
plaining which if he advanced fome errors, he did no more
than many chriftian divines have done from the moft earl
ages of the church, no more than we are bound to believe that
WaistoN and Crarxe himfelf have done, unlefs we re-
nounce that orthodox profeffion of faith which all the fathers
of the church have held from thofe of the nicacan council
down to Dr. WarerLaND, and my good uncle the earl of

Vor. ¥V, Gg NoOTTING-
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Norrincuam. How this may be accounted for, I do not pre-
fume to determine, tho I have fomewhere or other prefumed
to guels. But this we may afhrm™, that if Praro had known
the method of God’s governing the world, his defign in creat-
ing mankind, the original dignity of human nature, the
ground and circumftances of men’s prefent corrupt condition,
the manner of the divine interpofition, neceflary to their reco-
very, and the glorious end to which God intended finally to
conduct them, as well as he knew the fyftem of a Trinity, of
a future judgment, of an heaven, an hell, and a purgatory;
he who is fo often unintelligible now, would have been vaftly
more fo. He would have been, therefore, lefs fitted than he
was for the bulk and common fort of mankind, and for the

great work of reformation.

SuaLL we fay, finally, that the heathen philofophers were
unequal to this great work, becaufe their doérines were not
enforced by a divine authority ?  Even this reafon will prove
nothing ; for the philofophers and lawgivers did enforce their
doétrines and laws by a divine authority, and call an higher
principle to the affiftance of philofophy, and bare reafon.
ZoroasTER, Hostanes, the magi, the prophets and feers
of Egypt, Minos, Pyruacoras, Numa, in fhort, all' the
fathers of heathen theology, all thofe who founded or re-
formed religions and commonwealths, made thefe pretenfions,
and their pretenfions were admitted. They were impoftors,
but they pafled in vulgar opinion for perfons divinely infpired
and commiflioned. Some good they did, but little that was
permanent, not becaufe they wanted the opinion of a divine
authority for them, but becaufe they employed it abfurdly, or
becaufe even this opinion was net fufficient.

* Evid. p. 176.
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To what now are we reduced? Since the precepts and mo-
tives, offered by the beft philofophers, have been never able to
reform mankind effeéually*, without the affiftance of fome
higher principle, and fome divine authority, nor even when
both of thefe have been afflumed, may we not be led to think,
that fuch a reformation is impra&icable ? May we not con-
clude, from the experience of all ages, that no means can bring
it about, and thofe which have been employed lefs than any ?
There is a perpetual confli@ in the breaft of every man, who
endeavours to reftrain his appetites, to govern his paflions,
and to make reafon, as TurLy exprefles it, the law of his
life +. Juft fuch a confli& there is between virtue and vice, in
the great commonwealth of mankind. If the confli® was not
maintained by religious and civil inftitutions, the human ftate
would be intolerable ; and tho it be maintained, as the fuc-
cefs is various, the ftate is very imperfe@. The method taken
to fix this fuccefs on the right fide, by calling in artificial
theology, has contributed more to fubdue reafon than vice
and immorality.  Reafon has been laid afide, natural reli-
gion has been no longer {olely, nor fo much as direétly, con-
cerncd in the conteft.  Authority has ufurped the place of
one, {uperftition of the other; and thefe two have been op-
pofed almoft alone to the torrent of human paffions, and to
the diforders of mankind in all the countries of the world ;
fo that, wherever philofophy and reafon could lift up their
heads, they have had the remedy to combat as well as
the difeafe.

* Evid. p. 198, + Tufc. Quaeft. ib,
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