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XXXIL

HOQO I do not believe PraTo to have been a dogma-
tift, even when he appears fuch, on the faith of St.
AvustiN, any more than I believe Arcesiraus to have dif-
guifed his real fentiments,and to have continued a dogmatift,
even when he avowed {cepticifm, on the faith of the fame
faint, or of a paffage in SexTus Empiricus ; yet muft it be
owned that SocraTres and he laid the foundation of a meta-
phyﬁcal dogmatifm, which the latter Pythagoricians and Pla-
tonicians revived long afterwards, and which prevails to this
day. It was a maxim of theirs; that we may have know-
ledge comeming things perceptible by intelle&, but opinion
only concerning things perceptlble by fenfe ; 'lnd it was on
the ﬂ?mngth of this maxim, perhaps, that the former, after
he had brought philofophy down from the clouds, went up
thither again to find the principles of morality, and the rules
of human life. Whether we pretend, like thofe philofophers,
to contemplate immaterial forms, and the eternal ideal archi-
types that exift in God, or whether we affert, that all the re-
lations of things appear to us what they are abfolutely and ne-
ceflarily in themfelves, there isan infallible, tho human crite-
rion eftablithed to which, fays Crarke, and he quotes the
bible for it, even God himfelf appeals.

From fuch knowledge as this, knowledge which no man
éver had, nor could have, the whole fyftem of artificial theo-
logy, which corrupted natural religion, was deduced. It
ferved in no fort to plOlﬂOtk the reformation of mdnkmd, and
it involved the profeflors of it in a thoufand difficulties and
difputes that rendered them ridiculous to one another and
every one perhaps to himfelf, unlefs there were fome as en-
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thufiaftical and as mad in thofe days as Protinus, Porervr v,
Jamsiicus, and others grew tobe after the beginning of
chriftianity.  Thus it came about that the great theological,
that is, the platonic fchool went from one extreme into another.,
It fuited the vanity of thefe philofophers better to affert that
nothing was to be known in general, than to own that the re-
putation of their {chool in particular had been raifed on a fan-
taftic {cience: and after exercifing their wit to prove that
they were mafters of divine knowledge, they exercifed it to
pm'vc that they knew nothing, no not the exiftence of a Su-
preme Being,

Tus truth is, that the philofophy of the academy became
little more than an exercife of wit and cloquence, TuLry
purges himfelf, in one place, from the imputation of engaging
i the academical {eét on thefe motives, or on that of loving
to difpute™; and yet he confeffes, in the fecond Tufculan, that
the cuftom of difputing on every fide pleafed him, becaufe it
was “ maxima dicendi exercitatio”’. But whatever engaged
him in it, his engagements carried him very far, as we may
fee in his books of the nature of the gods. I cite thefe, becaufe
they ferve extremely to my purpofe, which is to thew, b
contrafting the ftoicians and the academicians together (for
the epicureans cannot have their place here, tho they too were
dogmatifts) how unfit the philofophers of both thefe {chools
were, from very oppofite caufes and different extremes, to efta-
blith the fundamental principle of true religion, or indeed to
eftablifh any thing. The difcourfe of Barsus is a rhapfody
of fenfe and nonfenfe, of very good arguments < 3 pofteriori”
that there is a God, * effe aliquod numen pracftantiffimae
* mentis,” of fophiftical {yllogifms to prove the fame thing

* Oftentatione aliqui . .. . aut ftudio certand.
]

¢ 3 priori,”
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¢ a priori,” and of idle traditions, gravely produced, to con-
firm the whole by fa& as well as reafon. ~ All this he advances
with equal affurance, the weak and the ftrong, the falfe and
the true. Barsus could do no otherwife. He had the tafk
of explaining and defending artificial, not natural theology,
fuperftition, not religion. He was obhgcd therefore, as al‘
they are whofe ultlmate end is error, to proceed from the
firft on principles ill aflumed, to reafon falfely, and to con-
clude precarlouﬂy, but dogmatically. The difcourfe of Corra-
is an ifigenious declamation, wherein he refutes the ftoical fy~
ftem, and renders it 11di(.ulous But then he difputes fo vehe—
mently againt it, and his arguments extend fo far,that TurLy*
mitkes his own broth(.r accufe the pontiff chrcé‘tly, and him-
{elf by confequence indire@ly, of atheifm. Studio contra
‘¢ ftoicos differendi, deos mihi videtur funditus tollere.”” Whas
fays. Turry in his own name? He tells his brother, that
Corra difputes in that manner, rather to confute the ftoics,,
than to deftroy the religion of mankind ... magis. .

“ quam ut hominum deleat religionem.” But Quincrus
anfwers; that 15, TurLy makes him anfwer, he was not the
bubble of an artifice, employed to fave the appearance of de-
parting from the public religious inftitutions, ¢ ne communi.

¢ jure migrare videatur.” When you join.to this {hort con-

_verfation, the expreflion, which concludes the third book of

the nature of the gods, where TuLLy fays very drily; that the
difputation of BaLsus feemed to him the moft probable ¢¢ ad
¢ veritatis fimilitudinem propenfior,” you will fee that, if.
the academicians did ‘not profefs atheifm, becaufe they could
profefs nothing, yr,t ome of them might L{’cccm this to be the
moft probable opinion, as TurLy eficerned fhint oEtheile
be, even when the abfiurdities of ithe portic were blended with

* .De_Divin. L. 1.
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it or deduced from it. Thus doubt, concerning the exiftence
of any fuperior Being, arofe in the fame {chool, from which fo
much artificial theology had been propagated: and the fu-
blime doétrines of the divine PraTo ended in arrant {cepti-
cifm as they led to it, and as he defigned they fhould, if the
man in the world who admired him the moft, . who feemed
to have lived with him, and who would rather have erred
with him, than have been in the right with others, all which
are TurLy’s own profeflions, knew him better than St.
AusTIN orany modern pedant.

XXXII.

HESE firft and crude reflections may be fufficient to

fthew that the heathen philofophers were not unable to
reform mankind, for the reafons given by Dr. CLArkE, but for
reafons of a very different kind. I might even have faved
myfelf the trouble perhaps of defcending into fo many parti-
culars; fince it would have been not only an anfwer ¢ ad
¢ hominem,” but a full anfwer to all that can be urged in
favor of the fame hypothefis, to have afked, whether the
reformation, which heathen philofophers could not bring
about effettually, has been effe@ted under the jewifh and
chriftian difpenfations ? Under thefe, all the knowledge, and
all the means, which arc affumed to be neceffary, and to have
been deficient in the ftate of paganifm, as well as fome means
really wanting to the philofophers, were amply fupplicd.

Consiper Judaifm as a religion given by God himfelf,
in the moft oftenfible manner, to a people whom he chofe
to be his peculiar people, whom he feparated from the reft of

mankind
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