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in which we are placed; a ftate wherein the vice and virtue
of our moral, like the good and evil of our phyfical world,
prevail in their turns, and are often at the beft, and in the
moft favorable circumftances, but equally ballanced on the
whole. Why there is fuch a ftate as this, and how to re-
concile it to the ideas of holinefs and goodnefs, let thofe
men inquire who fay that God appeals to man, who take
him at his word, and prefume to judge him accordingly.
But let you and I pronounce; that fince there is fuch a flate
as this in the univerfal fyftem, it was fit and right that there
thould be fuch a ftate. On this head we may, we ought to
be dogmatical.

XXXIV.
W HAT has been here laid down is fo far from making

natural, or revealed religion, or any means that tend
to the reformation of mankind, unneceffary, that it makes
them all more neceflary. Since our ftate is fo imperfect,
fince it is fo hard to keep the virtues that are intimately
conneted with the happinefs, and the vices that are in-
timately connected with the mifery of mankind, even on
a ballance, nothing fhould be negleted that may give the
advantage to the former, by enforcing moral obligations and

o
all the do@rines of natural religion. As nothing fhould be

o
negle@ted, fo nothing may feem in fpeculation fo proper to
this purpefe as a truc revelation, or a revelation believed to
be true: and if experience has not confirmed fpeculation in
the cafe of a revelation we believe to be true, if chriftianity,
which has enforced natural religion in fome refpedts, has
corrupted it in others, the maxim may ftill remain unfhook.
The natural, the genuine effe¢ of the gofpel has been de-
feated and perverted, and much has been done towards lef-

fening
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{ening the authority of it, by the manner in which it has been
propagated.

Ir it had been propagated with the fame fimplicity and
plainnefs, with which it was taught originally, by the author
of it, natural religion would have been enforced, and could not
have been corrupted by chriftianity; but a voluminous and in-
tricatc {yftem of artificial theology was grafted on it, both
which obfervations have been made already,and muft be often
repeated for the honor of the gofpel. This fyftem was fra-
med foon by habits contracted in the fchools of judaifm and
paganifm. In the firft, their fecond or oral law, that is
their traditions were taught: and what this fcience was may
be feen in the colle@ion of them made a century and an
half after Cur1sT, by one of their Rabbins®; the {mall obli-
gation of being acquainted with which we ignorant perfons
owe to the labors of feveral great fcholars. What the fcience
taught in the others was we know from the remains of Py-
thagorean doctrines, and from the writings of Praro,that are
come down to us, and that were in great vogue among the
firft teachers of chriftianity. Well might thefe men grow
credulous in one, fantaftical in the other, and fuperflitious in
both. Such were they whom we call very properly fathers
of the church, fince they begot the difcipline, and much the
greateft part of the doétrines of it.  Eafily impofed upon, and
prone to impofe, like the Jews, fond of myftery and of prin-
ciples of knowledge laid beyond the bounds of all knowledge,
like Pythagoric and Platonic metaphyficians, it is no wonder
that they ran. into theological obfcurity with the light of the
golpel fhining before them.  Accuftomed to declaim rather
than reafon, and to employ figurative ftyle even on fubjedts

* Judah Hakkadoth, or the holy.

that
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that require the moft exaét determination of ideas and preci-
fion of terms, like the rhetors of Greece and Rome, accufl-
tomed to advance intrepidly whatever ferved to the prefent
purpofe, without any regard to truth, like the fophifts of thofe
ages, which praice St. Jerom™ defended and imputed to St.
Prrer and St. Paut, it is no wonder that they oppofed fome-
times error to error, and very often jargon to jargon.

Suck {cience as this, and fuch habits as thefe, produced
infinite abfurdities, grounded on precarious tradition and falfe
reafoning, with which I fhall meddle in this place no further
than the fubje& before me requires. To feek the will of
God, and the duty of man, in the conftitution of the world,
and of the human nature, wherein they are moft evidently
revealed, would have been deemed too low a manner of phi-
lofophifing for thofe men to take, who pretended to gifts of
the {pirit, whilft that opinion was rife among the firft chri-
{tians; and when it was {fo no longer, their fucceffors had a
recourfe that {erved them almoft as well.  They fought
the will of God, and the duty of man, in their own com-
ments and paraphrafes of fcripture, in the abftra& reafon
of things, and in the eternal ideas, where SocraTEs and
PraTo had fent men to find whatever is unknown on earth, as
Ariosto {ends them to the moon to find whatever is loft on
earth. They deduced moral obligations: from the divine
attributes, ot which they might think themfelves more com-
petent judges than others, becaufe they thought themfelves
better informed by the Jews of his manner of government,
and by chriftian tradition, .if I dare to fay fo, of his private
lifc and converfation.

*¥id, Comm..in Ep. ad Gal. C. 3,

Tusse
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Tarse methods of framing and defending a fyftem of re-
ligion were very convenient. They were in the hands of the
fathers, what the cabbala was in thofe of the rabbins. If they
did not make an oral, they made a fecond law, neceffary like
the other in pretence to the perfection and to the intelligence
of the firft; and that gathered as it rolled on, till it became as
voluminous, and, by dint of explanation and commentary,
as abftrufe. Among other recommendations, infifted on by
Crarke, of thefe methods of reafoning, from the divine attri-
butes, and the eternal reafon of things, to the moral obliga-
tions, under which we were laid by the will of God, whereof
I fpeak particularly here, and to the defigns of God in creat-
ing the world and man, as well as to the condu@ of his pro-
vidence, in the government of the whole, whereof I fhall {peak
hereafter, the univerfality of them is one. Now it is this
very univerfality which aggravates the prefumption of mankind,
which fets the danger of thefe methods of réafoning in a
{tronger light, and which proves invincibly againft him, that
they are far from being what he afferts they are, the beft,
cleareft and certaineft that philofophy affords. When we de-
duce the will of God, and the duty of man, from the confli-
tution of the world, and of the human nature, we deduce
them from real knowledge ; and we may have the certainty
of thisknowledge ; through all the parts of natural religion, if
we never lofe fight of the firft principles of it. That men
lofe this certainty, both philofophers and others, both they
who reafon ¢4 priori,” and {fometimes they who reafon “ 3
“ pofteriori,” is true. 'The vaft variety of opinions concern-
ing the morality and immorality of aétions, and the number
of contradiory laws that have been all made with the fame
defign, to promote the practice of natural religion, thew it to
be E). But the difference lies here. Tho neither of thefe

methods
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methods can fecure men abfolutely from error in forming ge-
neral maxims, and much lefs in the particular applications even
of fuch of thefe as are true, yet they have in one cale a fure
criterion, and in the other none at all. The reafoner ¢ a
< pofteriori” may at all times go back to thofe principles of
knowledge from which he fet out, and which he will find
always the fame, retrace his own reafonings, and redify his
miftakes. But whither fhall the reafoner ¢ a priori” go? Shall
he go back to the abftra& reafon of things, and to the moral
attributes of the deity, from which he fet out? But in them,
as often as he has recourfe to them, he will find no fuch
criterion. ‘The notions of other men will differ from his,
and the firft principles of his boafted knowledge, for want
of fuch a criterion, will be founded in probability at beft. It
required no fuch metaphyfical apparatus, as CLarkE employs
fomewhat tedioufly, to prove that all perfections natural, and
moral muft be attributes of the felf-exiftent, all-perfect anthor
of all being; but he does not prove what he afferts, and on
the proof of which his whole argument turns, that thefe at-
tributes are the fame in God, as they are in ourideas®. He
fays indeed, that he has proved it: and if we do not accept
his proofs he leaves us to recur to down right atheifm ; nay,
he threatens to force us into it. Happily he has not been
able to do the mifchief he meditated. Many a man believes
in God, who does not believe in him, Many a man difcerns,
in their fulleft light, the evidences of natural religion,and
gives their due weight to. thofe of revealed religion, without
taking affumptions for demonftrations, and a chain of the
former, which have an imaginary conne&ion only, for a
chain of the latter rifing out of one another, and clofely con-
neced together.

* Evid, P. 33, 34. et alibi.

I have
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T ‘have enlarged the rather on this head, becaufe the exam-
ple of this modern divine is extremely proper to give us an
image of the antient divines who raifed the theological {yftem.
Few of them reafoned fo well even as he, but they fet the
manner which he and the reft of their fucceflors have fol-
lowed : a manner which may ferve, as it did formerly, and
as it does ftill, in fome degree, to realife, in appearance, the
whimfies of every over-heated brain, and to maintain indeter-
minable difputes: a manner which proving almoft every
thing, proves almoft nothing; and which, if it can be of
any ufe, can be {o only under the controul of the -other me-
thod. It can be only of fubordinate ufe. It may illuftrate.
It never can, it never did decide: and the difputes it raifed,
in the early ages of chriftianity, may be well called indeter-
minable, fince they are not yet determined. I have good
reafon to fay, tho I cannot fay it on my own knowledge, that
fome of them were not determined in CLArRKE’s own mind,
tho he has pronounced dogmatically about them in his writ-
ngs.

Wuen T fay that the method of reafoning a priori,
from the eternal reafon of things, and from the divine attri-
butes, may be of fome fubordinate ufe, under the controul of
the other; I mean thatal tho our moral obligations arife from
our moral fyftem, that is, from the works of God, and the
additional motives to obferve them from the word of God
alone, yet arguments deduced in this method, and exprefsly
authorifed by neither, may ferve to warm the imagination, ‘to
move the afte@ions, and by a fort of pious fraud to enforce
natural religion. = A lively declamation, unfupported by rea-
fon, and even by gofpel revelation, concerning the whole
fcheme, order, and ftate of things, from the original deﬁgli

VoL. V. N n o
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of God in the creation of man to his fall, and from thence to
his redemption, a pathetical exhortation toimitate God, in the
exercife of his glorious attributes, in thefe perfe@ions which
are the foundation of his own unchangeable happinefs, in
which we are able to imitate him, and in which he defires
that we fhould imitate him, becaufe he has an infinitely ten-
derer and heartier concern for us, than any earthly father has
for his pofterity, to fpeak the language of Dr. CrarkEe; fuch
declamations and fuch exhortations, I fay, may have a great
and a good effe@, efpecially when they flow from an eloquent
mouth, and from the pulpit. The man, who is convinced b
his refleétions on human nature, and the nature of {ociety, for
inftance that benevolence, and juftice, and truthare the duties
of natural religion, on the practice of which his happinefs, and
that of his whole kind depend, will not be further convinced,
but he may be more moved, and his paflions may be wrought
up to {fecond his judgment,

Ir the fathers of the church, and modern divines, had
made no other ufe of this method of reafoning than to
ftrengthen a fenfe of our moral obligations, and to raife in
the minds of men a greater veneration for the {criptures, af-
ter they had proved the authenticity of them by external
proofs, it had been well both for natural and revealed reli-
gion. But they have made a very different ufe of it. They
have thook the former down to it’s very foundation, and, un-
der pretence of explaining and defending the other, they have
laid it more open to the attacks of unbelievers. Reafon is
fober and modeft. She never affects to lead men beyond
her bounds, but delivers them over to revelation. There is,
and there needs muft be, {omething marvellous in revelation.
This marvellous dazzles and often blinds; fo that they who
purfue it too far {lide eafily into the whimfies of their own

imaginations.




imaginations. Truth warms their brains; error that paffes
for it turns them. Thus chriftianity became fanaticifm,
even in the firft profeflors of it. Thus artificial theology grew
up as faft as men began to teach the doérine of Curist,
like a revelation made fo obfcurely and imperfectly, that they
who were to publifh it were to explain it, and not only to
explain it, but to {fupply the deficiencies of it; and fome will
be apt to think that the firft of thefe men was Pavr. Di-
vines would be furious to hear fuch language held as I hold
to you. But they would be under great difficulties to evade
the charge, and, therefore, the more furious ; fince I could
eafily produce paffages out of the moft renowned of the fa-
thers, and out of their own writings, as extravagant as any
in the Talmud, as abfurd as any in the Koran, and quite fit
to hold their places in one of Borrr’s letters: and fince the
whole ecclefiaftical hiftory is an hiftory of the intollerance
and violence of chriftians to one another, on fuch points as
thefe, from the time they had it in their power to be intolle-
rant and to perfecute. You will not expe& a bead-roll of thefe
doétrines and difputes. It will be fufficient to fhew how
they had the effecs, that have been mentioned, both in natu-
ral and revealed religion.

XXXV,

L ARKE obferves that there is now no fuch thing as a
confiftent fcheme of theifm. A complete one, fuch

an one as prefumes to account for the whole order and flate
of things relatively to God and man, I believe there is not.
But how does the learned writer make out his propofition?
That of the beft heathen philofophers, which alone was
fuch, ccafles now to be fo, he fays, after the appearance of
Nn 2 revelation




	Seite 268
	Seite 269
	Seite 270
	Seite 271
	Seite 272
	Seite 273
	Seite 274
	Seite 275

