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imaginations. Truth warms their brains; error that paffes
for it turns them. Thus chriftianity became fanaticifm,
even in the firft profeflors of it. Thus artificial theology grew
up as faft as men began to teach the doérine of Curist,
like a revelation made fo obfcurely and imperfectly, that they
who were to publifh it were to explain it, and not only to
explain it, but to {fupply the deficiencies of it; and fome will
be apt to think that the firft of thefe men was Pavr. Di-
vines would be furious to hear fuch language held as I hold
to you. But they would be under great difficulties to evade
the charge, and, therefore, the more furious ; fince I could
eafily produce paffages out of the moft renowned of the fa-
thers, and out of their own writings, as extravagant as any
in the Talmud, as abfurd as any in the Koran, and quite fit
to hold their places in one of Borrr’s letters: and fince the
whole ecclefiaftical hiftory is an hiftory of the intollerance
and violence of chriftians to one another, on fuch points as
thefe, from the time they had it in their power to be intolle-
rant and to perfecute. You will not expe& a bead-roll of thefe
doétrines and difputes. It will be fufficient to fhew how
they had the effecs, that have been mentioned, both in natu-
ral and revealed religion.

XXXV,

L ARKE obferves that there is now no fuch thing as a
confiftent fcheme of theifm. A complete one, fuch

an one as prefumes to account for the whole order and flate
of things relatively to God and man, I believe there is not.
But how does the learned writer make out his propofition?
That of the beft heathen philofophers, which alone was
fuch, ccafles now to be fo, he fays, after the appearance of
Nn 2 revelation
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revelation; becaufe it direétly conduéts men to the belief of

chriftianity. If he intendsthe focratical and platonic icheme, and
he can intend no other, what he advances is untrue; unlefs it
be true that a fcheme which appears fometimes dogmat'cal and
fometimes {ceptical, that favors monotheifm and polythciim in
the {fame breath, as it were, may be confiftent. If this
fcheme led to chriftianity in any fort; as I think it did, /this
was due not to the (,()llﬁnqlcg, but thc 111C01111ﬁ(,t1£v’ of it.
Several of it’s doétrines were adopted into ar ticles of faith by
chriftianity.  Others were reje@ted. It happened accordingly.
This adoptlon drew feveral of thefe philofophers into cnuf’na—
nity: and this reJecfhon made {everal averfe to it. JusTin
died to maintain it. Poremyry would have died to oppofe
it. That platonifm was a confiftent {cheme, or that it con-
ducted men dire@&ly to chriftianity, is not true therefore.
But it is very true, that the method of reafoning a priori,
from heaven, if I may fay fo, that we do not know, to
earth, inftead of reafoning from earth that we do know to
heaven, was introduced into chmﬂmmtf with doétrines v']‘mn
the fame method had broached in paganifm; that this
method continued to be in common that of thofe who em-
braced the chriftian profeflion, and of thofe who oppofed it;
and that it propagated fanaticifm alike in both, as every man
who compares, for inftance, St. AusTin and ProTiNus toge-
ther with indifference, which every ‘man fhould do in fuch a
cafe, muft confefs.

CurisTian fanaticifim was more catching, and in that
refpe@ more dangerous than the other. = Some of the heathen
{aints pl‘:’:tcnded to ravithments, to extafies, to occafional
unions with the fupreme intelligence, and to revelation.  But
thofe of chriftianity had, befides all thefe advantages, the

word of God himfelf to produce againft unbelievers, and they
hawled
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hawled this word fo well to their pm'pofcs (I'Iw expreflion is
St. Jerom x"‘) that every fide appealed to it in the difputes
thE/ had with one another. The confequence was, that
every fide damned all the reft, and, which was really worfe,
pcr!cmttd them in this world. lhc heathens exercifed great
violence againft one another in their quarrels about their fe-
cular interefls; - but religion neither caufed nor fomented
them: . whereas the qmrrels of this kind were the moft fre-
(1LICI‘Jt and the moft inveterate among chriftians. h(y broke
not only the bonds of alliance between nations, but thofe of
kindred in families, and thofe of friendfhip w ]1(21L it- was the
moft intimate. Cucn quarrels turned frequently on mctaphy—
fical prcuLu ons which no fide underftood, or on rites and
céremonies of no importance to religion. ThUF- were the
objeds that engroffed, with thofe of ecclefiaftical powu‘ and
wealth, the whole attention of the church, and, under her
mﬂucncc, almoft the whole attention of the ftate, as it ap-
pears by the behaviour of the roman emperors after ConsTan-
TINE, fome of whom {eemed to have no other concern in the
oreateft diftrefls of that empire, and in the very moment of
it’s fall. Nay, there is mention made of one who had a
{cruple of conicience, about the time he {pent in fecular af-
fairs, and the government of his people. Thus reformation
of manners was the concern of no body: and whilft the ut-
moft diffolution of them was pradifed and indulged by the
clergy, men were perfecuted, at their infligation, for the
leaft fuppofed error in forms of {peech, or in ioima of wor-
thip; and injuftice and murder were made duties of religion
on this account. Is there not fufficient reafon now to {lﬁku,
that natural lelB"‘ﬂ has been corrupted, and fhook to the
foundations of it, by ar tificial U,Lolog,} ;

¥ Trahere fcripturas.
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SociasiLiTy is the great inftin&, and benevolence the great
law, of human nature, which no other law can repeal, or
alter: and yet when men have accuftomed themfelves to think
of theSupreme Being, as of an human legiflator and governor,
and to afcribe to the all-perfeé Being the fame ideas, the fame
fentiments, affe@tions, and paflions, that they perceive in them-
felves ; they may eafily come to imagine, or to make others
imagine him as Intent to preferve the outward forms of his
court, as the moft eflential laws of his government; and them-
fclves as much bound at leaft to be good courtiers as good
{ubjects. They may think themfelves fureft to pleafe in the
firft of thefe charaéers. On a confidence in the merit of it,
they may not only neglect the duties of the other, but they
may facrifice, to a falfe notion of honoring the prince, the fun-
damental laws, and the conftitution of his government. They
may think, or they may reprefent themfelves to be his favo-
rites, and they may treat even his beft fubjes as rebels, by
virtue of laws which his minifters make, and which he is fup-
pofed to authorife.

Turs allufion to the abufes of civil government, in the
kingdoms of earthly monarchs, gives a true image of thofe
which have always prevailed in the {piritual kingdom of
Curist, to the fubverfion of it’s original conftitution: and

with this allufion I fhall finith this head.

XXXVI

UT I have undertaken to thew further, that artificial
theology, which has fhaken the foundations of natural re-
ligion, has laid revealed religion much more open to the attacks
I of
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