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278 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

SociasiLiTy is the great inftin&, and benevolence the great
law, of human nature, which no other law can repeal, or
alter: and yet when men have accuftomed themfelves to think
of theSupreme Being, as of an human legiflator and governor,
and to afcribe to the all-perfeé Being the fame ideas, the fame
fentiments, affe@tions, and paflions, that they perceive in them-
felves ; they may eafily come to imagine, or to make others
imagine him as Intent to preferve the outward forms of his
court, as the moft eflential laws of his government; and them-
fclves as much bound at leaft to be good courtiers as good
{ubjects. They may think themfelves fureft to pleafe in the
firft of thefe charaéers. On a confidence in the merit of it,
they may not only neglect the duties of the other, but they
may facrifice, to a falfe notion of honoring the prince, the fun-
damental laws, and the conftitution of his government. They
may think, or they may reprefent themfelves to be his favo-
rites, and they may treat even his beft fubjes as rebels, by
virtue of laws which his minifters make, and which he is fup-
pofed to authorife.

Turs allufion to the abufes of civil government, in the
kingdoms of earthly monarchs, gives a true image of thofe
which have always prevailed in the {piritual kingdom of
Curist, to the fubverfion of it’s original conftitution: and

with this allufion I fhall finith this head.

XXXVI

UT I have undertaken to thew further, that artificial
theology, which has fhaken the foundations of natural re-
ligion, has laid revealed religion much more open to the attacks
I of
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of unbelievers, by explanations and defences, than it would
have been, if it had been left to ftand without them on the
proper proofs of this fa& fingly, it is a divine revelation.
Now to illuftrate this point, let us fuppofe a theift obje@ing
to fome modeft reafoner i pofteriori, who is firmly per-
fuaded of the authenticity of the fcriptures, that they contain
many things repugnant to the juftice and goodnefs of God,
and unworthy of his majefty, his wifdom and power. The
believer might reply, that he knows the difference between
knowledge produced by the certainty of demonftration, and
that affurance which the higheft degree of probability may
produce; that an affurance founded on any lefs degree of pro-
bability would not be fufficient in this cafe; but that affurance
founded on probability is the utmoft which can be had in all
cales of this kind, and, therefore, that he thinks himfelf
obliged to receive thefe books for the word of God, tho he
cannot reconcile every thing that they contain to his ideas of
the attributes of an infinite all-perfe& Being. He might add,
that he fees and feels many things in the conftitution of the
phyfical and moral world, and in the condu&@ of providence,
which it is not eafy to reconcile to the fame attributes; and
yet that he knows, with all the certainty of demonftration,
that the former are the works, and the latter the a& of God.
He might add, that revelation may be neceffary to illuminate
reafon in matters of religion, becaufe there is a more imme-
diate correfpondence in matters of religion between God and
man, but that reafon cannot explain revelation, nor much
lefs enforce it ; that nothing lefs than another revelation can
do either, and that in the mean time it is the duty of man to
{ubmit to believe what he does, and to adore what he does
not, underftand. This the reafoner 3 pofteriori might re-
ply with great plaufibility at leat. But the reafoner a
priori could have no right to ufe the fame language. A

theift
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theift would retort hLis own doérine againft him in this man-
ner. “ You argue, and you preténd to demon nftrate,on your
¢ jdeas ijuﬂ'cc and goodnefs as well as of wﬂlw om and
¢ power, and by the rufon of things, even when your argu-
ments and your {fuppofed dtmonﬂmtlons conclude ”m’un”c
the conftitution and government of the world, w;mh you
¢ and I both aknowledge to be from God. ~With what face
¢ then canyou object tome, that I reafon upon the {ame ideas,
and by the fame rule, concerning thm book which you
““ acknowledge, and I do not, to be thie word of God? Muft
“I refpe& probabihty more than you refped cqt.mt}f and
““ a probability which is either not eftablithed; or is eftablith-
“ ed by halves? It is not eftablifhed, if the book contains
‘¢ any thing which implies an abfolutu. contradiétion with any
conceiveable perfection even of the human nature. It is
eftablithed by halves, whatever external proofs you may
“ bring, unlefs you can fhew that the things contained in it,
¢ which {feem repugnant to all our ideas of a perfe nature,
¢ are really confiftent with them; which muft be thewn not
‘ by a precarious btggmcr of the queﬂlon, but by dire¢t and
““ evident proofs.”  What now muft the reafoner & priori
do? He muft give up the caufe to the theift, or he muft fub-
mit to the taftk which the reafoner apof’ctriorl evaded, by
-crymo out from the firft ¢ o altitudo!” and by declining to
examine any objetions to matters contained in the fcriptures :
in fhort, he puts himfelf under a neceffity of thewing™, that
all thefe matters are exactly confonant to the dictates of found
reafon, or the unprejudiced light of nature, and moft wifely
ertL&uL of it+; and that all the doétrines . . . . neceflary to
{alvation, or clofely conneéted with fuch as are fo, are: appa-
rently moft agreeable to reafon, thonot difcoverable by it.

(49

(49

3

-

L4

(4

-

-

-

* Evid. p. 239. + Ib. p. 244,
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Turs tafk has been undertaken accordingly by every di-
vine, fanguinely and dogmatically by moft, weakly by all of
them. One of your acquaintance and mine* has diftinguithed
himfelf, in all thefe refpeéts, by writing on the fubje@, as he
would have preached to an Irifh congregation. But that{ucha
man as CrLarke fhould write upon it at all, and have no-
thing better to fay than what he has faid, may ferve to fhew
how thefe men are led, by their manner of reafoning, and b
their artificial theology, to difarm chriftianity of her beft de-
fence, by taking her out of the ftrong-hold of revelation, and
by trufting to thofe feeble entrenchments, which they are able
to caft up; for even thofe, which Crarxs caft up, are feeble
beyond belief. I am not anfwering his book, and fhall, there-
fore, do no more than make a tranfient mention of {fome par-
ticulars: but I am willing to reft the truth of what I have ad-
vanced, even on this tranfient mention.

Tue dodor is to prove it agreeable to found unprejudiced
reafon to believe, that the Supreme Being did generate a di-
vine perfon or emanation from himfelf, and he proves it by
afferting, that this do&rine contains no manner of abfurdity
nor contradi@ion in it. This was more eafily aflerted than
proved, fome perfons would fay. But befides, is it agreeable
to reafon to believe a propofition true, merely becaufe it does
not manifeftly imply contradi@ion? Is every thing, that is
poffible, probable: or it is reafonable %o believe, on the pro-
bability that a revelation is a truc revelation, any thing that
may be poffibly not inconfiftent with the perfections of the
divine nature, but that feems to be fo in probable opinion?
It is faid, that the wifeft and moft learned of the antient

* Dr. DerLany,

Vor. V. 0o phi-
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philofophers reccived and taught fome doérines. ... . . as dif-
ficult to comprehend, as any thing in this article of the chri-
ftian faith, and that thefe men would not have made any
objedtion to it on this account. Agreed. How then does
the argument ftand? Reduce it to its juft value, and it ftands
thus. The heathen philofophers taught many doctrines as
incomprehenfible as this, without any pretence of a divine
authority; and their own wild hypothefes would have con-
duéted them readily to receive this, on the authority of a re-
velation: it is, therefore, agreeable to found unprejudiced rea-
fon that we, who know how fantaftical their whole theology.
was, fhould follow the example which it is affumed they
would have fet us, and believe, without any of their prejudi-
ces, what they might have been induced, by thefe very pre-
judices, to believe. This doérine of the logaos or. nous was
taught in fome of the egyptian, and other {chools of eaftern
divinity ; and we are not to wonder if Prato, who had it
from them, {poke obfcurely, or underftood little concerning
it, fince it is not difcoverable by bare reafon. But, I think
that Prato would not have been more willing than ARrius,
or CLarxe himfelf to fubfcribe to the athanafian ereed. He
would have affented perhaps, as much as he affented in other
cafes, to a coevality of the fon with the father, as the eternal
effe of an eternal caufe. But he would not have aflented to
their coequality. He affumed that the fon and the {pirit are.
diftin& fabordinate beings, and'no more eoequal with the one
Supreme Being, in the order of nature, than the world was.
thought to be by ArisTorLE, and the philofophers, who main-
tained the eternity of it,

Arcuzrsuopr Tirrorson’s challenge to the focinians it 1s

not to my purpofe to examine; and I need fay nothing of
che holy {pirit, fince all that Crarxe fays is, that the fame
y i 2 Fi 3
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which is faid of the fecond may be underftood very agreeably
to right reafon and with little variation, of the third.

Tuar the account the Bible gives of a paradifiacal fate,
of the lofs of it by fin, and of the confequences of this lofs,
are exactly confonant to the dictates of found reafon ¥, or the
unprejudiced light of nature, and moft wilely perfedtive of it
(for thus far his undertaking goes) it behoved him to make out
very clearly; becaufe if the redemption‘be, as he owns it ist,
the main and fundamental article of the chriftian faith,
fure I am, that the account of the fall of man is the founda-
tion of this fundamental article. He fhould have labored
this point the rather, fince it is, in all it’s circumftances, abfo-
lutely irreconcileable to every idea we can fame of wildom,
Juftice and goodnefs, to fay nothing of the dignity of the Su-

reme Being, who is introduced fo familiarly, and employed
Fo indecently, in taking the cool air, in making coats of
{kins, to ferve inftead of aprons of fig leaves which Apau and
Eve had fewed together, and not only in curfing the ferpent,
and them, and their whole pofterity, and the world itfelf for
their fakes, but in joking moft cruelly on them; for the
twenty-fecond verfe of the third chapter of Genefis s allowed
to be an holy irony or farcafm by that learned divine, Ma-
THEw Poorr. Inftead of proving any part of this to be
agreeable to found reafon, and the unprejudiced light of na-
ture, Crarke paffes over the whole, as very reafonable and
credible in itfelf, which it appears to be, he fays, not only
from the abftract confideration of the pature of the thing [,
but alfo from the general opinion of the heathens, that the
original ftate of man was innocent and fimple, till God, for
the fins of men, changed this happy conftitution of things.

? Evid, p. 233. + Ib. p. 262, I Ib. p. 255.
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In the name of God, is this to prove? Do men, who prove no
better, delerve an anfwer, how muchreputation foever they may
have acquired? Their adverfaries deny, and have attempted to
thew, that this account of the fall of man is unreafonable, and
incredible, in every confideration, abftrat, or particular, This
champion in demonftration fays, it is very reafonable and
credible from the abftra® confideration of the thing. He
fays no more. He begs the queftion, therefore, thamefully, on
the very point in difpute, and which he undertook to main-
tain. The heathen,” the moft antient and learned of them,
are again brought in to no purpofe whatever; fince if they
had all agreed, in fome general and obfcure tradition of this
fort, it would avail little, as to the reafonablenefs and credibi-
lity of this change in the conftitution of things, and nothing
as to the particular circumftances, which are made the angular
ftones of the whole fabric of chriftianity. One cannot confider
the ufe which Crarke makes, fo frequently, and to fo little
purpofe, of the heathen philofophers without laughing, as Ca-
LANUS, the dodtor’s voucher on thisoccafion, laughed at the
drefs of OnesicriTUs, when he bid him ftrip and lye down
naked on the ftones by him*. The mad gymnofophift had
begun, whilft he laughed, to tell the meflenger of Arexan-
pER, as a fample of his wifdom, how fertile the world was in
antient times, how the fountains ran with milk, with water,
with honey, with wine and with oyl; how JueiTer had
deftroyed this conftitution of thingst, for the iniquity of
men, who abufed his goodnefs; and had obliged them to
live by their labor; how it had been reftored again on their
reformation, and what danger therc was, now thcy had re-

* Strabo l.i15.
T+ ....obfatietatem et luxuriam ad contumeliam fe tranfdiderunt.

]

lapfed
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lapfed into almoft the fame iniquity, that the end of all
things fhould be at hand. He would have proceeded, no
doubt, in much the fame ftyle, if Manpanis, the head of the
order, had net impofed filence on him, and, calling OnEsi-
critus to himfelf from Caranus, had not talked with
great decency and good fenfe, in a manner, and on fubjeds

roper for the greek to report to his prince. Thus the
hiftory of the fall, and all the circumftances of it are proved
rcafonable and probable.

XXXVIL

U R author takes a little more pains to thew, that the

dogtrine of the redemption of mankind is agreeable
to reafon. Having affumed, which he calls proving, that the
moral attributes of God, and the notions and expeétations of
fome wife men among the heathens, -make it reafonable to
believe God did make, feventeen hundred years ago, a reve-
lation of his will to mankind, as if mankind ftood in more
need of a revelation four thoufand years after their race began,
than at any other period; as if the moral attributes of God
were not the {fame, four thoufand years before, when he made
the firft revelation of his will, in the conftitution of nature,
and finally, as if the notions and expe&ations of SocraTrs and
PraTo, fuppofing thele philofophers to have had them really,
proved any thing more than their defire of more knowledge
than God thought proper to give them the means of acquir-
ing; having afflumed all this, I fay, he proceeds to argue
in this manner™. Some facrifice or expiation for {in was ne-
ceflary to be appointed, ‘¢ to fhew God’s irreconcileable

* Evid. p.263 et fequ.
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