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lapfed into almoft the fame iniquity, that the end of all
things fhould be at hand. He would have proceeded, no
doubt, in much the fame ftyle, if Manpanis, the head of the
order, had net impofed filence on him, and, calling OnEsi-
critus to himfelf from Caranus, had not talked with
great decency and good fenfe, in a manner, and on fubjeds

roper for the greek to report to his prince. Thus the
hiftory of the fall, and all the circumftances of it are proved
rcafonable and probable.

XXXVIL

U R author takes a little more pains to thew, that the

dogtrine of the redemption of mankind is agreeable
to reafon. Having affumed, which he calls proving, that the
moral attributes of God, and the notions and expeétations of
fome wife men among the heathens, -make it reafonable to
believe God did make, feventeen hundred years ago, a reve-
lation of his will to mankind, as if mankind ftood in more
need of a revelation four thoufand years after their race began,
than at any other period; as if the moral attributes of God
were not the {fame, four thoufand years before, when he made
the firft revelation of his will, in the conftitution of nature,
and finally, as if the notions and expe&ations of SocraTrs and
PraTo, fuppofing thele philofophers to have had them really,
proved any thing more than their defire of more knowledge
than God thought proper to give them the means of acquir-
ing; having afflumed all this, I fay, he proceeds to argue
in this manner™. Some facrifice or expiation for {in was ne-
ceflary to be appointed, ‘¢ to fhew God’s irreconcileable

* Evid. p.263 et fequ.
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¢ hatred to it. Repentance might not be fufficient. God
“ would not be appeafed without fome punithment and fa-
tisfaction; and yet he would accept fome other than the
¢ deftruction of offenders. This appears, in the cuftom of
¢ facrificing, to have been the univerfal apprehenfion of
¢ mankind:” and, from this univerfal apprehenfion, he con-
cludes, that ¢ the doctrine of the redemption is plainly
¢ agreeable to .right reafon.” Thus are thefe great mafters
of reafon reduced to propofe the moft grofs abufes for the
true di¢tates of it. Thus are the moft abfurd notions which
fuperftition ever {pred, in contradiction to the law of nature
and reafon, applied to the proceedings of God with man;
made the meafure of divine juftice by philofophers who de-
termine and define the moral attributes of the deity; and
eftablithed as foundations of the chriftian {yftem, by divines
who pretend, and who are hired to defend it. Notions
which dire@ted a principal part of idolatrous worfhip are
fanétified, and the moft inhuman rites are rendered the moft
meritorious; for if it was agreeable to found reafon, to think
that God would not be appeafed unlefs fome blood was fpil-
led, he who fhed that of beafts to expiate fins did well, but
he who fhed that of his children did better. He brought the
punifhment nearer to himfelf: and the Phenician had the ad-
vantage, in this refpe@, of the Ifraelite. He erred, what-
ever he facrificed, by the mifapplication of a true principle,
when he facrificed to MoLocu. But the Hraelite, who did
not mifapply the principle, would have purfued it more
agreeably to found reafon, and the unprejudiced light of na-.
ture, ‘if he had facrificed his fon, as ABramam was ready to
do, or his daughterlike Jerurnan. God was pleafed to ac-
cept of an expiation that coft offenders lefs to make, under
the mofaical difpenfation, as the fcriptures tell us., But the
fame feriptures prove evidently, that the reafon of the thing

goes
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goes as far as I carry it ; fince, under the chriftian difpenfation,
God caufed the expiation for fin to be made by the fufferings
and death of his own Son; than which nothing can be
imagined, as CLarkE * affures us, more honorable and worthy
of the Supreme Lord and Governor of all things.

We weigh thefe matters in the ballance of human reafon;
to which the appeal is made, if men who decide can be faid
to appeal, even tho they affirm that God condefcends to do:
fo, They are refuted, therefore, if they have not.reafon, as
well as revelation, on their fide : and the charge of weakening
the caufe of the latter, whilft they prefume to defend it by the:
former, is made out againft them. Let us proceed, with a .
due refpe@ for revelation, and with no more than it deferves -
for their reafoning.

I fay then, tho-we fhould allow men were in the ngu**
to think univerfally that God exaé&ted fome bloody expmnon
for fin, and-that repentance, which the law of nature points-
out, was not fufficient, yet even this conceffion would not-
juﬁify the dodtrine of the redemption of mankind .at the bar.
of reafon. The heathens thought, that:the facrifice of an ox,
or a fon, or a daughter, would atone for fins. Therefore, it
is plamly agreeable to the univerfal reafon. of mankind,. {igni-
fied by this univerfal apprehenfion,. to believe that God {ent.
his only begotten Son, who had. not offended him,. ta be fa-
crificed by men, who had offended him, that he.might ex--
piate their fins, and fatisfy his own .anger.. Surely our ideas
of moral attributes will lead us to think, that God would have.
been fatisfied, more agreeably to his mercy and goodnefs, with--
out any expiation, upon the repentance of the offenders, and-

®:Ib. p. 268. .
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more agrecably to his juftice’ with any other expiation rather
than with this. The heathen divines were accuftomed to
think and fpeak of their gods much after the manner of men.
If one of them, therefore, had arifen from the dead, he would
have concurred readily with Crarke in the maxim, that the
moral attributes are the fame in the divine nature, as they are
in our ideas.  But then, he would have challenged the doétor
to produce an example, in the pagan {yftem, of a god facri-
ficing his fon to appeafe himfelf, any more than of a god who
was himfelf his own father and his own fon, Saturx, he
might fay, did indeed offer up his fon in facrifice : but he did
it to appeafe Coerus, not himfelf. :

Wiuen our divine is about to eftablifh, ¢ that thereis a fit-
“ nefs and unfitnefs of certain circumftances to certain perfons
“ founded in the nature of things, and in the qualifications of
“perfons; he fays, that this muft be acknowledged by every one
““who will not affirm that it is equally fit . . . that an innocent
“being thould be extremely and eternally miferable, as that it
¢ fhould be free from fuch mifery”. The propofition is true with-
out difpute, tho it is not true that we can always difcern this
fitnels and unfitnefs. Let us join iffue with the learned perfon
here, and add, to ftrengthen the maxim, that there is the
fame unfitnefs, in the cafe {fuppofed, whether the mifery be af-
fumed eternal, or not. Let us atk now, whether the truth
of this maxim, the innocence of the Lamb of God, and the
fufferings and ignominious death of Crr1sT, can be reconciled
together and how ? The niceft cafuift would, I think, be
puzzled; but our cafuift goes on moft dogmatically, and
thews no more regard to the dignity than to the innocence of
the divine perfon who died on the crofs. He does, indeed,
allow that no one can certainly fay, that God might not have

pardoned fin upon repentance without any facrifice. But he

pro-
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pronounces this method of doing it, by the death of Crrisr,
to be more wife and fit for feveral prudential reafons. Read
them, they would appear futile and impertinent if applied to
human councils ; but in their application to the divine coun-
cils they become prophane and impious. Nay, it would not
be hard to thew, that this method was more proper to produce
a contrary effe@, than that which is afligned as a reafon for
taking it. For inftance, the death of Curist, it is faid, was
proper to difcountenance prefumption, and to difcourage men
from repeating their tranfgreffions. Surely, it would not be
hard to fhew by reafon, that the death of Curist might, and
by fa&, that it has countenanced prefumption without difcou-
raging men from repeating their tranfgreflions. But I fhall
not defcend into particulars that are trifling and tedious, and
that would render a full anfwer to them little better. A ge-
neral reflection, or two, may ferve, and are as much as they
all deferve.

Tro I am far from approving the pradice of thofe who
compare {o frequently the divine with the human oeconomy
and policy, and who build on the laft their hypothetical
fchemes of the firft; yet on this occafion, and to frame an ar-
gument ad hominem, it may be properly done. Let us {up-
pofe then, a great prince governing a wicked and rebellious
people. He has it in his power to punifh, he thinks fit to
pardon them. But he orders his only and beloved fon to be
put to death to expiate their fins, and to fatisfy his royal ven-
geance. Would this proceeding appear to the eye of reafon,
and in the unprejudiced light of nature, wife, or juft, or good?
No man dares to fay that it would, except he be a divine;
for Crarke does in effe@ fay that it would; fince he im-
putes this very proceeding to God, and juftifies it not impli-
citely on the authority of revelation, but explicitely on the

Vou. V. Pp : authority
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authority of reafon, which may be applied to man as well as
to God, and as a particular inftance of the general rule that
is, according to him, common to both. Allow me one re-
fleétion more.

Crarke acknowledges readily, that human reafon could
never have difcovered fuch a method as this for the reconci-
liation of finners to an offended Gop. But if reafon could
not have difcovered it, how comes it to pafs that realon finds
no fuch difficulty nor inconceivablenefs in it, as to make a
wife man call the truth of it in queftion ? the truth of a well-
attefted revelation, he fays. But here he plays the {ophift.
He is to prove the method agreeable to found unprejudiced
reafon, independently of revelation. No matter how it came
to be known, is it reafonable, is it agrecable to a fitnefs,
founded in the nature of things, and in the qualifications of

erfons? That is the point to be confidered. To confider it as
reafonable relatively to the revelation of it, is not to appeal
to unprejudiced, but to prejudiced reafon. It is in plain terms
to beg the queftion fhamefully. Heathen theology was licen-
tious enough in all confcience. The profeflors of it gave an
extravagant loofe to their imaginations, paffed all the bounds
of probability, and fcarce kept within thofe of conceivable pof-
fibility. Thus they came very near to fuch a fyftem as this :
{o near, that there was little more to be added, but this little,
they did not think fo highly of the human, and fo lowly of
the divine nature, as was neceffary to make them add it.
AEscuLarius came down from heaven, converfed in a vifible
form with men, and taught them the art of healing difeafes™.
The paflfage is cited from Jurian by Crarke, in order to
{hew, according to his laudable cuftom, that there is nothing

* Ib. p. 268,
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in the chriftian {yftem which we may not believe on grounds
of reafon; . becaufe there is nothing in it more incredible than
what the leaft reafonable men that ever were, wild metaphy-
ficians, heathens, heretics, apoftates, have believed. It ma
be cited more pioperly to ﬂ‘]CW what I mean to fhew by it,
how eafy and fhort a tranfition rmght have been made by hea-
then divines, in the rage that poffeffed them all of framing
complete {chemes of the whole order and ftate of things, from
a god teaching phyfic to a god teaching theology. The moft
ignorant and {favage of them, like the.Phoenicians and the
Carthaginians, who have been already mentioned, for they
were all {fuperftitious alike, came a little nearer to the doérine
of redemption. But even they did not come up to it entirely.
They meaned to encourage the pious practice of flcuﬁcmg
thur children ; 3 for plous it was on the prln(:lp]e of C};p!atzon
by fhedding of blood: but there was a great difference be-
tween the COIlC{TptiOHS they had of their gods, and thofe which
chriftians have of the Father and the Son. Their gods had
been men, and SaturN was a man when he facrificed his
fon.  Their ideas of human government led them to notions
of divine mediations, and of expiations by fhedding of blood,
which were {fo many particular redemptions. But nothing in
the reafon of the thing, nor in the moft fuperftitious of their
prejudices, could lead them to imagine fo much rigor in one
god, as to exac that another thould be facrificed even by
men who meaned no expiation, and in whom it was a mur-
der, not a facrifice ; nor fo much humility and condefcention
in another as to make him fubmit to be this divine yi&im.
They could not imagine any thing {o repugnant as this to all
their ideas of order, of juftice, of goodnefs, and in fhort, of
theifm ; tho they imagined many other things that were 1._.1]1)’
inconfiftent with all thefe ideas. Thofe of them, therefore,
who embraced this doétrine, ar{cr it had been revealed, em-
Hap2 b.tr_ccd
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braced it, not becaufe they found no difficulty nor incon-
ceivablenefs in it, which Crarke was to prove by proving it
agreeable to found reafon, but merely becaufe it was part of
a relation they believed true, for reafons of another kind ;
which is nothing to his purpofe under this head of argu-
ment.

XXXVIII.

LL that he fays more than I have obferved upon it;
A all that follows about the importance of this world of
ours, which it is aflumed was made for the fake of man, and
which, we are told, is as confiderable and worthy of the di-
vine care as moft other parts of our fyftem, which is likewife
as confiderable as any other fingle {yftem in the univerfe, in
order to take off the objection arifing from the meannefs of
the creature; and finally all that follows about the manifefta-
tions of God, and the difcoveries of his will, fuppofed to have
been made by the fame divine Logos to other beings in other
{yftems, in order to take off the imputation of partiality from
the Creator; all this, I fay, is a rhapfody of prefumptuous
reafoning, of prophane abfurdities difguifed by epithets, of
evafions that feem to anfwer whilft they only perplex, and in
one word of the moft arbitrary and leaft reafonable fuppofi-
tions. I will bring but one inftance more of the excellent
manner in which the author of the Evidences proves, that all
things neceflary to be believed, in order to falvation, or clofe-
ly conneéted with thefe, are moft agreeable to found unpre-
judiced reafon. He propofes™® the objeion drawn from the
want of univerfality to the chriftian revelation. He had pro- .

®.Ib. p. 215. 216, 217, et'273.
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