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292 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

braced it, not becaufe they found no difficulty nor incon-
ceivablenefs in it, which Crarke was to prove by proving it
agreeable to found reafon, but merely becaufe it was part of
a relation they believed true, for reafons of another kind ;
which is nothing to his purpofe under this head of argu-
ment.

XXXVIII.

LL that he fays more than I have obferved upon it;
A all that follows about the importance of this world of
ours, which it is aflumed was made for the fake of man, and
which, we are told, is as confiderable and worthy of the di-
vine care as moft other parts of our fyftem, which is likewife
as confiderable as any other fingle {yftem in the univerfe, in
order to take off the objection arifing from the meannefs of
the creature; and finally all that follows about the manifefta-
tions of God, and the difcoveries of his will, fuppofed to have
been made by the fame divine Logos to other beings in other
{yftems, in order to take off the imputation of partiality from
the Creator; all this, I fay, is a rhapfody of prefumptuous
reafoning, of prophane abfurdities difguifed by epithets, of
evafions that feem to anfwer whilft they only perplex, and in
one word of the moft arbitrary and leaft reafonable fuppofi-
tions. I will bring but one inftance more of the excellent
manner in which the author of the Evidences proves, that all
things neceflary to be believed, in order to falvation, or clofe-
ly conneéted with thefe, are moft agreeable to found unpre-
judiced reafon. He propofes™® the objeion drawn from the
want of univerfality to the chriftian revelation. He had pro- .
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pofed it before out of the oracles of reafon, and his anfwer
in both places is the fame. It had been urged that no reve-
lations, no inflituted religions, had been univerfally received
at any time, and by all nations; and that chriftianity is in
the fame cafe with the reft; that the {fon of God did not ap-
pear, till the latterages of the world; and that fince he did ap-
pear, his golpel has not been received univerfally, and even
his appearance has not been known to a great number of
nations. The do&or does not undertake to thew how men
may receive the benefits of a revelation of which they never
heard, tho that feems to be his opinion.  But he infifts trium-
phantly, that the fame objection will lye againft natural reli-
gion, and boafts again that he can force the objector into ab-
{olute atheifm. He boafts, like a bully who looks fierce,
{peaks big, and is little to be feared; for thereis no fufficient
parity between the two cafes, and his reafon is, on this occa-
fion, as harmlefs as the other’s fword. To affirm that natural
and revealed religion are alike unknown in any parts of the
world, is to affirm an untruth, That all men have not the
fame capacities and opportunities of underftanding the obliga-
tions of natural religion, is true, but proves nothing.

Go to any of thofe people whom we call barbarous, and
who feem of all human creatures to have improved their
reafon the leaft, you will find the light of nature, tho not
the light of the golpel fhining, faintly indeed, but fhining
among them; fome rules of moral life, fome laws for the
maintainance of fociety, fome awe and reverence of a Being
fuperior to man, fome reward for virtue, fome punithment
for vice. The religion of nature is known and improved
more or lefls according to the different opportunities which
men have, in proportion to their different capacifies, and
perhaps to the different degrees in which they participate of

one
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one common nature. But it is known and obferved more
or lefs every where. Nay, there has been often occafion to
with that the fame moderation and innocence, which prevail-
ed in ignorant nations, had been found in thofe, who are more
improved in learning and civility; and that the knowledge of
virtuc had been of greater advantage to natural religion than
the ignorance of vice™,

Is this now the cafe of the chriftian religion? How many
nations, civilized as well as barbarous, have there been, how
many are there ftill, by whom thefe tydings of good news,have
been never heard, nor even the leaft rumor of them? How
many others to whom they have been carried, and who
have refufed to hear them, or hearing to believe them? All
the truths of natural religion are difcoverable, it is allowed
on all hands, by the due ufe of reafon alone; and God has
left them to be fo difcovered: for tho he has not given the
fame capacity to all men in any cafe, he has given “the fame
means to all men in this cafe. If natural religion is dif-
coverable by all men, revealed religion is fo by none: and
the divine muft haye very little uzgfgrd to confiftency, b5
he objeés that God has not given to fome the fame capacity
of making and improving this difcovery, as he has given to
others; fince it is his own doétrine that in thofe countries where
chriftianity has been preached, fome have believed and fome
have not believed, according to the different meafures of
grace, which is the free gift of God, beftowed upon them.

Butr to carry this matter beyond the power of {ophifm,
and every polemical artifice; let us fuppofe whole nations as

* ... ... Utinam reliquis mortalibus fimilis moderatio et abftinentia
alieni foret. Tantum plus in illis proficic vitiorum ignoratio, quam in
his (nempe Graecis) cognitio virtutis. Jusminv Lib. 2. C. 2. fpeaking of the
Scythians.
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ignorant of natural religion as their bears and their wolves.
Natural religion would be ftill the fame and of the fame au-
thority. It would be the religion of reafonable nature, and
obligatory on all who had fuch a nature. One part of
Crarxr’s reafonings, which he fuppofes falfely to be alike
applicable both to that and to the chriftian religion, would
be well applied in favor of it. They who were endowed
with rationality might fay with {found reafon and the unpreju-
diced light of nature on their fide, ©“ God is not obliged to
« make all his creaturcs, even all thofe that are in ap-
pearance of the fame fpecies, equal: and to affert, that
he is, would be a prophane diminution of his fovereignty.
Let us be thankful for the means he has given us, of im-
proving our knowledge and our happinefs. That he has
not given them to other creatures, would be a ftrange
reafon for not improving them ourfelves.” They, who
were mnot endowed with {o much rationality, would have
no more moral obligations incumbent on them than their
bears and their wolves. Is this plea now applicable to the
want of univerfality, objeted to the chriftian revelation? It
cannot be faid without equal abfurdity and effronterie. But
they, to whom the terms of the chriftian religion were
communicated, might fay, with found reafon and the unpre-
judiced light of nature on their fide, that thefe terms would
have been communicated to all mankind alike, if the revela-
tion had been from God; fince all mankind wese alike
obliged to them, and fince they, to whom thefe terms had not
been communicated, would die, and might be damned in
their involuntary ignorance of them. Thus their faith
would be fhocked, or if it was not, if they worked out
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their falvation with fear and trembling, the fate of the others
would continue to be, what they prosiounced it, moft
undefervedly miferable,

Tais
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Tuis needs little explanation; but to prevent all cavil,
and to fhew with greater evidence how inconfequently
Crarke argues, and would argue, even if natural religion
wanted univerfality, as much, and in as abfolute a manner as
he fuppofes, and as in fa& the chriftian religion wants it, let
us defcend into a more particular comparifon. In one cale
then, God would have placed his human creatures in very
different circumftances, indeed; but the religion of reafon
obliges us to think that his proceedings towards them would
have been proportioned to thefe circumftances. In the other
cafe, and according to the chriftian revelation, he has, for
the fake of one man’s offence, reduced all mankind to the
fame deplorable circumftances, It is true, that he fent his
{on, forty centuries afterwards, to redeem them from the con-
{equences of this fituation; but the condition was that they
believed in his fon; “ for there is no name under heaven by
¢ which we can be faved but the name of the man CarisT
¢« Jesus”. They arc condemned without any fault of theirs:
one fole and uniform condition of faving themfelves is im-
pofed on all of them, and the greateft part are deprived
even of the knowledge of this condition. It will be faid,
perhaps, which has been hinted already, that as the death
of Curist had a retroactive effe@ on thofe that lived and
died before they were redcemed, fo it may be beneficial to
thofe who never heard of it fince. But thefe are the hypo-
thefes of theology and furmifes of divines, not the exprefls
and clear do@rines of chriftianity. Nay, the divines, who
held {o charitable an opinion, would be oppoled by other di-
vines. St. THoMas is pleafed, notwithftanding this text, to
{ave fome of the heathens by a diftin&ion between implicite
and explicite faith, and by afluming that the firft might be a
faving faith to thofe who lived before the promulgation of the

gofpel.
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gofpel. But he is not fo gracious to thofe who have lived fince
that time. Since the gofpel was promulgated, nothing lefs than
explicite faith will do: and he damns all thofe who have it
not, whether they ever heard of Curist or no, moft arbi-
trarily and moft inconfiftently. To concludc, there .is no
parity between the two cafes. The firft is agrecable to all
our ideas of juftice and goodnefs, as well as of fovereignty
and order. But no fubtllty whatever can reconcile the laft to
any ideas, except thofe of caprice, injuftice, crueley and
tyranny.

WaaT fhall we fay now? Is the caufe of chriftianity too
bad to be defended? Or is it defended booty ? I think neither.
I have too much refpe for revelation to think one, and too
much charity for the leaft charitable men alive to Lhmk the
other. A prefumptuous habit of reafoning, and the phrenzy
of metaphyfics are to be charged alone. It would pafs for
down right madnefs, if we were not accuftomed to it, and if
the praéhce of great and good men did not authon{e it in
common opinion, to hear a creature, placed in the loweft
form of intelligent beings, undertake to penctrate the defigns,
to fathom the depths, and to unveil the myfteries of infinite
wifdom, which the moft exalted of created intelligences would
adore in filence. When the tradition was recent, and the
proofs irrefragable of all the fads on which the '=.!1thnmv of
chriftign revelation is, and can be alone pmp tly fom.dnd

the fathers of the church might have ftepped the mouths of
all pretenders to reafon by r&.iuﬁnrr to rea 101 about a revela-
tion ‘already proved to be divine; hf infifting that every thing
neceflary to be known, was cLaJv and mlly revealed, and that
myfteries were 1ccordeu to exercife our faith, not our {pecu-
lations, nor our logic. If they had not gone off this rock,
in compliance with the philofophical mode of the age, and

Vou. V. Qq with
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with the vanity of their own hearts, they could not have been
forced from it. But when they had once engaged in platonic
and ariftotelical reafonings about chriftian myfteries, it was
too late to go back. They might cry as loudly as they pleafed,
which- they always did when they were pinched, that the
judgments and ways of God were acatalepta, incomprehenfible;
but this cry came with an ill grace from them. It could
have no effe& on their adverfaries. They might have made
it a cry of triumph. They made it little better than a con=
feflion of defeat: and fuch it has continued ever fince.

XXXIX,

F I intended to proceed any further than Crarke leads

me on this occafion, I might confider in many more in-
ftances, taken from the writings of other divines, and of the
fathers of the church, the manner in which they employ rea-
fon to account for revelation, fometimes literally, fometimes
allegorically, always prefumptuouily, often ridiculoufly. To
colle& all the prophane nonfenfe that has been broached about
Eve and the ferpent, about the trees of life and knowledge,
and about other circumiftances of the creation and fall of man,
which the curiofity of the woman, the wiles of the ferpent,
and the uxorious complaifance of Adam effected, would be
to colle&® an immenfe volume of all that has been writ on
thefe fubjeéts by Jews and chriftians ; for all that has been writ
upon themis alike abfurd. To run through all thofe paflages
of the Old Teftament, which are leflons of public and private
immorality, of immodefty to women, and of {anguinary ferocity
to men, which leave us no room to be furprifed when we hear
that there were certain heretics, who thought the God of the
Old Teftament was not the God of the New, and which {hew

that
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