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298 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

with the vanity of their own hearts, they could not have been
forced from it. But when they had once engaged in platonic
and ariftotelical reafonings about chriftian myfteries, it was
too late to go back. They might cry as loudly as they pleafed,
which- they always did when they were pinched, that the
judgments and ways of God were acatalepta, incomprehenfible;
but this cry came with an ill grace from them. It could
have no effe& on their adverfaries. They might have made
it a cry of triumph. They made it little better than a con=
feflion of defeat: and fuch it has continued ever fince.

XXXIX,

F I intended to proceed any further than Crarke leads

me on this occafion, I might confider in many more in-
ftances, taken from the writings of other divines, and of the
fathers of the church, the manner in which they employ rea-
fon to account for revelation, fometimes literally, fometimes
allegorically, always prefumptuouily, often ridiculoufly. To
colle& all the prophane nonfenfe that has been broached about
Eve and the ferpent, about the trees of life and knowledge,
and about other circumiftances of the creation and fall of man,
which the curiofity of the woman, the wiles of the ferpent,
and the uxorious complaifance of Adam effected, would be
to colle&® an immenfe volume of all that has been writ on
thefe fubjeéts by Jews and chriftians ; for all that has been writ
upon themis alike abfurd. To run through all thofe paflages
of the Old Teftament, which are leflons of public and private
immorality, of immodefty to women, and of {anguinary ferocity
to men, which leave us no room to be furprifed when we hear
that there were certain heretics, who thought the God of the
Old Teftament was not the God of the New, and which {hew

that
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that they who compiled the written law, from Espras to
Stmon the juft, had as little difcernment in the choice of their
materials, as they who compiled the traditions of the oral law
afterwards ; both of which demonftrate that notions the moft
unworthy of God, and the moft repugnant to the law of hu-
man nature, prevailed among the Jews in every age, tho they
were reconciled in their minds to fome very {ublime fenti-
ments, and very true opinions ; to run through all this, I fay,
would be not only tedious, but thocking to a man who con-
fidered thefe paflages ferioufly, even to him, perhaps, who
had heard them red folemnly a thoufand times in his parifh-
church without being offended at them. Such is the force
of habit which familiarifes the grofleft abfurdities to our rea-
fon, as it does the moft difagreeable fenfations to our fenfes.

Tyres, and figures, and prophecies are fubje@s on which
the acute wits of divines have been much exercifed, in order
tofhew a connedion between the Old Teftament and the N ew,
and how one prepares us for and foretells the other. I {hall
defcend into few particulars concerning them. There is no room
for reafoning about the two former. Their propricty or impro-
pricty, aptnefs or unaptnefs, muft appear to the underftanding as
{oon as they are compared with the things typified or figured.
Thus, for example, and to mention no other, when St.
AusTin* tells us, that the ark being made of wood, and
having a length, an heighth and breadth, which anfiwer to
the proportions of the human body, and, therefore, fignify a
human body, it is plain that this veffel prefigured the city of
God, or the church, which is faved by that wood, on which

* Menfura ipfa longitudinis, .altitudinis, latitudinifque -ejus fignificat cor-
pus humanum . . . . quae fic falva per lignum in quo pependit . . . . ho-
mo Jesus Caristus. Praenunciatus eft venturus, et venit. de Civ, Dei L. 508

Qq 2 the




300 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

the man Jesus CrrisT Wwas hanged up; that his coming was
foretold, and he came; the impropriety and unaptnefs of this
type or figure muft ftrike you on the very firft reflection.

More reafoning and a longer procefs of examination are
neceflary when prophecies are concerned. The meaning of
them is always equivocal and obfcure, and it may be doubt-
ful fometimes whether things were done, or recorded to be
done, becaufe they had been, or feemed to have been foretold;
or whether they had been foretold, becaufe they were to come
to pafs. Of prophecies we have ftore, both of fuch as are
applied to the Mefliah, of fuch as foretold what was to
happen immediately to him, and to Jerufalem, and of fuch as
remain and muft remain, till the confummation of all things,
unaccomplifhed. I fhall not fet my feet into this labyrinth,
where nothing certain is to be found, and from whence it is
not eafy to get out. I fhall be content to obferve that many
queftions are unrefolved, many difficulties unremoved, con-
cerning the firft kind of prophecies; and that men, even in-
{pired men, have thought fometimes that they difcovered pro-
phecies, when they made them, and made them fuch as could
not be maintained with all the learning and all the fubtilty they
have beftowed about them. It was for this reafon, I fuppofe,
that Crarks omitted modeftly the famous prophecy, ¢ a vir-
« oin fhall conceive and bear a fon,” in the place where he
enumerates thofe that foretold the Mefliah ; tho he was fan-
guine enough to infift on fome of no lefs difficult application,
as that “ the feeptre thall not depart from Judah till SurLon
¢« comes;” and on others that have had no accomplifhment,
as that in the Pfalms, that God would  give him the heathen
¢ for his inheritance, and the utmoft parts of the earth for his
« pofleflion,” which is become by the event more applicable
to For or MaroMET, than to the true Mefliah.

It
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It may not be out of our way to obferve here, that as the
vague undetermined fenfe, and the ambiguous dark exprel-
fion of the Bible have led facred writers and others to fuppofe
prophecies, applicable to CurisT, where none fuch were in-
tended ; fo the mahometan doctors have taken this advantage
to affume that their falfe prophet is plainly promifed,both in
the old and new covenant. They quote the text in Deutero-
nomy, where it is faid, that theLord came, or manifefted him-
felf, from Sinai, and rofe up from Seir*, that he fhined forth
from mount Paran. In this paffage they find the law given
to Moses, the Gofpel to Jesus Curist, and the Koran to
ManowmeT; and this they fupport by topographical proofs. Seir
is, according to them, that extent of hills, which run from the
Red to the Dead Sea, clofe to Jerufalem. Paran is that meuntain
in the defart of Arabia, near to Mecca; where ManoveT re-
ceived the firft chapters of his impertinent book. I wonder
thefe commentators have not obferved further, that from
the Lord’s right hand there went a firey law for them. This
epithet could never be more properly applied. Your Homer
alludes to fire in his difcriptions of battles, The devaftations
of war are compared by other poets to thofe of fire; and the
mahometan law might be called firey at leaft, as well as the
mofaical. Thefe doCors bring two other quotations from the
Plalms. The firft is in our tranflation, out of Zion, the
perfedtion of beauty, God has fhinedt: In the fyriac they
fay, it is God hath made a crown of glory to fhine out of
Zion, and they add, that the words, rendered crown of glory,
are in the original Hilan Mahmudan, by which the paffage
would be made to fignify, God has fent the domination of
Manomet with fplendor out of Zion. The fecond is takenm

il 8 i 1 Pf. 50..v. 2.

: from
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from the Pfalm, which is called the Pfalm of Soromon*, and
which defcribes in the future tenfe all the glories of his reign.
"This our divines agree, to be fo; but having affumed, no one
knows why, that Soromon was a type of the Meffiali, they
affert, that the prophecy looks forward to the fpiritual reign of
Curist, and that, fometimes one and fometimes the other is
meaned with aftrange ‘confufion of images.  The maliome-
tan doétors fix the fenfe of it by aflerting, againft Jews and
chriftians both, that the arabic verfion employs the | roper
and ufual word Medina, where it is{aid, that they of the city
fhall flori(h like grafs of the earth: after which they afk, with
an air of triumph, what other propheét, befides Manowzr
ever came out of Medina, or even of Arabia? They go further,
and they affume, that Crrist himfelf foretold the coming
of ManomeT, when he faid, that, if he did not go, the Pa-
raclet would not come ; but that when he did go, he would
fend him+. They pretend, that this paffage was {iill morc
honorable for their prophet, that CurisT {poke of himfelf in
it it as of the precurfor of ManomeT, and that it has been
corrupted. But ftill the prophecy, they fay, is fufhciently
clear, fince Paraclet is in arabic Ahmed, and fince Ahmed
or Mahammed are the fame.

3

Avr that has been faid concerning attempts to explain,
and enforce revelation by reafon, relates te internal proofs,
as they are called, of the divine original of the fcriptures.
Crarke, whom 1 follow, does not think fit to infift on an
external proofs, on fuch as might eftablith beyond all reafo-
nable doubt the antiquity, the genuinenefs, and the autho-
rity of the books themfelves||: and yet the leaft grain of fuch
proof -as this would outweigh all the volumes of problema-

i 4 St. John 16. v, 12, Il -Evid. p. 269.

tical
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tical and futile reafoning, that has been {o tedioufly employed
to give fome color to the other. He refers us indeed to the
colletion that we find in Gror1us™, of many particulars con-
tained in facred, and confirmed by prophane hiftory. But
Grorius and he thould have feen, that every one elfe would
{fee the fallacy of this pretended proof. The concurrent
teftimony of cotemporary, difinterefted and unprejudiced
authors is, no doubt, a principal foundation of the credibility of
any hiffory: and fuch a teftimony thele men would have it
thought that they produce, when they quote, with much
pomp, Egyptian, Phoenician, Chaldean, Indian, and Greek
traditions and hiftories. But none of thefe were of fuch au-
thority; or if the moft ancient of them, fuch as Sancmo-
niatTHoN for inftance, and even others more modern like
Brrosus, or AByDENUs, or EraTosTHENES, or MaNETHO,
were difinterefted and unprejudiced in their hiftory and chro-
nology; yetis it certain that they, by whom alone thefe tefti-
monies are conveyed to us, where fo little of that character,
Joseernus and Eusesius for inftance, that their defign in
writing, however they blundered fometimes in the execution
of it, was to make prophane chronology and hiftory appear
conformable to thofe of the Bible at any rate. That they did
{o, every f{cholar knows in fome inftances, which makes their
authority juftly precarious in every inftance of this kind.
But I am willing to fuppofe, that thefe impure channels are
pure, and that they have conveyed thefe anecdotes down to
us juft as they ftood in the antient books, from which they
are faid to be taken. What will this conceilion prove? It
will prove, that there were various traditions, in a moft re-
mote antiquity, concerning the creation, the flood, and the
deftru@ion of Sodom, about Asranam and other patriarchs,

* De Verit, Rel, Chrift,
ﬁilbOUt
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about Davip and other kings of the Jews. It will fhew, that
the Phoenicians, the Egyptians, the Ifraclites, and probably
every one of the eaftern nations, had their fyftems of tradi-
tions, whereof that of the Old Teftament alone is come down
to us entire. The fame names, and many circumftances of
the fame events muft of courfe have been mentioned in all.
But fuch a conformity proves nothing. As they agreed in
fome, they might differ in other particulars: and the whole
tenor of thofe, that are loff, might be repugnant to one ano-
ther, and to that of the Jews. Asramam was a name famous
in all of them. Isaac was known to the Arabians as well as
Ismarr, and Ismaer to the Jews as well as Isaac; but they
tell very different ftories about the legitimacy, and rank, and
favor with God of the two brothers, as well as about the
defcent from them. In one of thefe, we find a gencalogy
down to Curist. In the other the Mahometans find a ge-
nealogy of all thofc who were born with the figns of a pro-
phet down to ManomeT. -1 could fet the fallacy of this fort
of proof, in general and in particular, as it is applied both to
the Old Teftament and to the New, in a {tronger light; if 1
did not haften back from this digreflion to that which is more
immediately my fubje&, in order to thew you a further abufe
of this manner of reafoning, on which the abfurd pile of arti-
ficial theology has been erected, and is fupported. The abufe,
1 mean, is that whereby divines admit the firft, the moft
plaufible and the firongeft objection that atheifm ever made to
the exiftence of God; form a fort of partial alliance with the
rofeflors of it, and affift them in undermining the fundamen-
tal article of all religion, which they hope vainly to maintain
afterwards by the help of a few hypothetical props. This
abule does not arife {olely from the prefumption which has
been {poken of, the prefumption of thofe who think, that the
chriftian revelation wants to lean on human reafon, and to be
explained
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explained and enforced by it; but from a falfe reafoning, in
which philofophers have indulged their pride, and their curio-
fity, ever fince their was fuch a thing as philofophy in the
world. Let us defcend into a particular confideration of this
matter, and fpeak of it a little at large.

XL.

FTER pleading the caufe of natural and revealed reli-

gion, I am now to plead that of God himfelf, if I
may ufe the expreflion of SeNEca,in his treatife De Providen-
tia, againft divines and atheifts in confederacy.

Tuar chain of reafoning by which we arrive, from a
knowledge of the Phaecnomena, at a knowledge of the author
of nature, of a firft intelligent caufe of all things, felf-exi-
ftent and the fountain of all exiftence, all-perfed, and the
inimitable original of all perfections, has never been, and can
never be broken. How fhould reafon diffolve a demonftra-
tion reafon has made, by leading us from things perceived by
{fenfe and by intuition to that exiftence which cannot be {o
perceived*? The atheift cannot be faid properly to argue
againft the moft evident, and in my apprehenfion, the moft
comfortable truth, which human reafon demonftrates. All
he can do is to cavil at it: and thus far the affociation, be-
tween him and the theift, has been carricd too gencrally in
all ages.

IenoraNcs that was real, and knowledge that was fanta-
taftic, fuperftition and philofophy combined to create gods,

* Ratio quac ex rebus perceptis ad id quod non percipicbatur aducit. Acad.
Quaeft. L. 2.

Vou., V. Rr whofe
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