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explained and enforced by it; but from a falfe reafoning, in
which philofophers have indulged their pride, and their curio-
fity, ever fince their was fuch a thing as philofophy in the
world. Let us defcend into a particular confideration of this
matter, and fpeak of it a little at large.

XL.

FTER pleading the caufe of natural and revealed reli-

gion, I am now to plead that of God himfelf, if I
may ufe the expreflion of SeNEca,in his treatife De Providen-
tia, againft divines and atheifts in confederacy.

Tuar chain of reafoning by which we arrive, from a
knowledge of the Phaecnomena, at a knowledge of the author
of nature, of a firft intelligent caufe of all things, felf-exi-
ftent and the fountain of all exiftence, all-perfed, and the
inimitable original of all perfections, has never been, and can
never be broken. How fhould reafon diffolve a demonftra-
tion reafon has made, by leading us from things perceived by
{fenfe and by intuition to that exiftence which cannot be {o
perceived*? The atheift cannot be faid properly to argue
againft the moft evident, and in my apprehenfion, the moft
comfortable truth, which human reafon demonftrates. All
he can do is to cavil at it: and thus far the affociation, be-
tween him and the theift, has been carricd too gencrally in
all ages.

IenoraNcs that was real, and knowledge that was fanta-
taftic, fuperftition and philofophy combined to create gods,

* Ratio quac ex rebus perceptis ad id quod non percipicbatur aducit. Acad.
Quaeft. L. 2.
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whofe exiftence could not be demonftrated.  But thefe gods,
thefe hypothetical deities, did not interfere with the one Su-
preme Being, even in the minds of thofe who worthipped
them: < a rebus phyficis tra&a ratio ad - commentitios
“ et fitosdeos.” Thefe were the moft antient, and like the
fun, the firft and principal obje&s of adoration. They
were the dii majorum gentium. But they were vifible
and generated gods, as they are called by Pato: and how-
ever confufedly this appellation was employed in common
ufe, the ©col were always diftinguithed from § @<y and =5 @¢oy.
The Tivarvys diftinguithes them fufficiently; and Procrus,
in his comment upon it, where he mentionsthe doubts and
-difputes that arofe about the many, affirms that the belief of
one God was uniform. Even they who believed fome, of the
many, eternal, believed them fo by an eternal creation or pro-
ceflion from the one, and if equal in time, yet not fo in the
order of nature and caufality, nor felf-exiftent. Cgrrsus was
a_ftrenuous polytheift, and yet when he pleaded for the
worfhip of daemons, he afferted, ‘¢ that the one true God is
“ never to be neglected, neither by day nor night, neither in
“ public nor private, neither in words nor aétions; but that
““ our minds ought to be direGted conftantly to him.” In
thort, when the pagan theifts were called upon to explain
themfelves, they made a profeflion of their faith eafily recon-
ciled to true theifm: and the fathers of the church, who re-
jected, like Eusesius, thefe profeflions as thofe of men who
only denied what they were thamed from owning by chriftia-
nity, had a very ill grace; fince they themfelves were every
day employed to explain and alter old do@rines by new, and
were nurfing up a fort of polytheifm, which became little dif-
ferent from that of the pagans, and which needs, at this hour,
as much indulgence to make it pafs for any thing elfe.

THAT
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Tuat there were fome men, who knew not God in all
ages, may be true; but the {fcandalous tafk of combating his
exiftence, under the mafk of theifm, was referved for metaphy-
ficians and theologians. It was undertaken probably as {foon
as philofophers, who profeffed fuch fciences, arofe. It was
undertaken certainly in an unknown antiquity ; for as early
as the moft antient, and efpecially the moft learned nations ap-
pear to us, we fee fuch doérines and inftitutions eftablithed
as owe plainly theiroriginal to objecions raifcd againft the pro-
ceedingsof divine providence. Whatwere the Osirrs and T'yruo
of the Aegyptians, the Oromazesand Arimanius of the magi,
the good and bad planets of the Chaldaeans, the.Zeus and
Hades of the Greeks, the Monas and Dyas of Pyruacoras,
the concord and difcord or two principles of other philofo-
phers; what were all thefe but fo many inventions, pioufly de-
figned to account for the mixture of good and evil, that there
1s in the world? To account for the fuppofed unjuft diftribu-
tion of them, other expedients had been found. Befides a
metempfychofis or tranfmigration of fouls, from the body of
men into thofe of birds, beafts, fithes, and after a revolution
of many ages into the bodies of menagain, the Acgyptians held
an heaven and an hell, into one of which the good were to be
received and to live with the gods,whilft the wicked were tor-
mented in the other. Pyrracoras and Prato had learned this
doétrine from them*. But the former thought to give it more
weight by pretending to have gone in perfon to the infernal
fhades: and the latter quoted, for the fame purpofe, Heres of
Pampniria, who had been fent from thence to relate what
he had feen and heard there. It is worth while to mention
the particulars related by him, in order to fhew how much

* Prato de Rep. L. 10,
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the antient theifts were perfuaded, that nothing lefs than the
exiftence of all mankind in a future flate, and a more cxact
diftribution of rewards and punifhments, could excufe the af-
fumed irregular and unjuft proceedings of providence in this
life, on which atheifts founded an objection that the others
admitted too eafily. Aracus then, and Mixos and Ruapa-
MANTHUS fat in judgment in the field of truth, *in campo
¢ yeritatis.””  All the fouls of the dead were brought before
this tribunal. There they were tried, and the feparation of
the righteous from the wicked was made. The former were
placed on the right hand, the latter on the left: the former
went upwards to live with the gods in heaven, the latter
downwards to live with the furies in hell. Of thefe, however,
a diftin@&ion was made. Such fouls as were judged curable,
and required only a little more purification, the animae fana-
biles, were delivered from hell after a year of fuffering; and
for this purpofe a review of fouls was made annually. Let
me obferve, by the way, that the do&rine of purgatory is
plainly proved by this doétrine, according to CLARKE'S way
of proving, and better than by a paffage in one of the books
of the Macchabees, to be agreeable to found reafon and the un-
prejudiced light of nature, in general: and that the particular
circumftance of an annual review of {fouls favors extremely a
fa@ which the Francifcan monks afferted, and the council of
Bafle cenfured, the annual defcent of their founder into pur-
gatory ; from whence he delivered, by a fpecial privilege, and
carried with him to heaven, the fouls of all thofe of his own
order®. What ufe may be made of thele obfervations, I
leave it to you to determine. But I think, you will agree
with me on the whole, that the cavils raifed, on account

~* Beatus Francifcus ex divino privilegio quotannis ad purgatorium defcen-
dir, fuofque omnes ad coelum deducit.  SponND. an. 1443.
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of phyfical and moral evil, are as old as metaphyfics and
theology.

Tuey who arrived by proofs, a pofteriori, at a demonftra-
tion of God’s exiftence, might think, very rationally, that
whatever difcoveries they made further concerning his nature,
his attributes and his will, muft be made by the fame means,
and that what could not be fo difcovered, could not be difco-
vered atall. Thus men of common fenfe might think, and
by proceeding in this method, they might be fure of acquiring
as much knowledge as they wanted, and be fafe againft fal-
ling into error; f{ince to proceed in this method. is to follow
natural revelation, and inftead of employing our reafon
about the fuggeftions of imagination, to employ her about
thofe of nature, which are the fuggeftions of God himfelf.
But we may be affured, that there were, in thofe .days, as
‘there are in ours, men of uncommon fenfe, who fetting
themfelves far above the vulgar proceeded on a very vulgar
principle, and made themfelves the meafure of all Being, of
the Supreme Being among the reft. When modern divines
tell us, that we are made after the image of God, they mean it
with a regard to our intellectual {yftem, and they prooceed in
the very {ame manner with thofe ancient divines who made
God after their own image. To fay the firft is more decent,
but the laft is always done; for there can be no application.
from God, whom we do not know, toman. The applica-
tion muft be made, and it always is fo, from man, whom.
we do know, to God.

Wuen we contemplate the works of God ¢ . . . . cum fu-

¢ fpicimus magni coeleftia mundi templa fuper ftellifque mi-
¢ cantibus aethera fixum, et venit in mentem lunae folilque
¢ viarum”; they give us very clear and determined ideas
' of
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of wifdom and power, which we call infinite, becaufe they
pafs,in the exercife of them, all the bounds of our conceptions,
Thus far the reafoner a pofteriori went formerly, and goes
nows; becaufe the phaenomena condu@ him thus far, and
give him thefe ideas with an invariable uniformity, But the
reafoners a priori have been never thus confined. = As foon as
they had proved to themfelves the exiftence of a firft intelli-
gent caufe of all things, which can be proved by the other
method alone, they abandoned it, and having aflumed that
divine and human intelligence are the fame, in kind at leaft,
they proceeded in all their reafonings about the nature, moral
attributes, and will of God, not only without regard to the
phaenomena, but often in dire& contradi¢tion to them. In
{hort, no true theift ever afferted, with greater affurance,
this undeniable truth, that every thing which God has done
is for that very reafon right, than thefe falfe theifts have af-
{erted the repugnancy of many things, in the conftitution and
government of the world, to the moral attributes, and even to
thewifdom of God. God is, in their notion of him, nothing more
than an infinite man. He knowsas we know, is wife as we are
wile,and moral as we are moral: but hisknowledge, his wifdom,
and his morality are in their nature infinite; tho they are not
exercifed alike in the produdtion of all the phacnomena, nor
with a conftant harmony, nor confiftencys

XLI.

Crarxe*. He is much fcandalized at thofe theifts,

among others, who being fo abfurd as to imagine that good-

N ‘O man has been more dogmatical on this head than

¥ Evid. p. 26.
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