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338 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

the material fyftem, and with his own rank in the intelleGual,

that he thould be.

XLIV.

HE truth is, that when we contemplate the phaeno-

mena, we cannot fail to difcern, unlefs we live in a
mift of metaphyfics, how repugnant to them it is to afhirm,
that the world was made for the fake of man alone. Some
modern divines have been candid enough to give up the point.
Archbifhop Kixe at leaft, in his Effay on the original of
evil, faw {o plainly that even the natural and real attributes
or God, even his wifdom and his power, could not be other-
wife defended againft the cavils of atheifm and of theology,
that he {crupled not to declare the opinion to be abfurd, and
what no one would obje&, who was not blinded with pride
and ignorance™. But we difcern at the fame time in the con-
templation of the phaenomena, that this world is accommo-
dated in certain refpeds to the utility of the animals it con-
tains, and that their natures are adapted in many more to the
nature of the world. Thus the oblique pofition of the earth,
by the inclination of it’s axis to the plane of the ecliptic, makes
a more equal diftribution of the fun’s heat throughout the
year, and in the different zones or climates, than there could
be in any other pofition. Thus again, men and all other fpe-
cies of animals are fitted for different climates and different
elements, wherein they find the nourithment and the employ-
ment proper to their different natures. The animal kind may
fecem to be a final caufe of the firft. The conftitution of the
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world is evidently the reafon of the laft. I defcend into no
more particulars. You will find an abundance of them col-
leted by Rav, Dernam, NisventyT, and other writers,
wherein the power and wifdom of God in the whole creation
are difplayed: and fuch proofs are brought that man and
every {pecies of the animal kind are fitted, in their very for-
mation, for their ftate here, as nothing but the moft irrational
obftinacy can refift. The minuteft inftances are decifive,
and thofe which feem the moft obvious, becaufe the moft
common, appear on a clofer infpe@ion not lefs aftonithing
than the greateft phaenomena, and the more remote from
obfervation. The animal eye, for inftance, is not lefs afto-
nithing in it’s various fituations, motions and particular ufes,
than the eye of the world the fun. To thefe writings let me
refer you, Natural philofophy, thus applied, leads irrefifti-
bly to natural theology, and gives a juft contempt for the
figments and hypothefes of artificial. Read, contemplate,
adore, give thanks, and be refigned.

MeTuinks I hear a fincere and devout theift, in the midft
of fuch meditations as thefe, cry out, * no, the world was
“ not made for man, nor man only to be happy. The ob-
“ jections urged by atheifts and divines againft the wifdom
‘““and goodnefs of the Supreme Being, on thefe arbitrary
“ fuppofitions, deftroy their own foundations. Mankind is
‘¢ expoled, as well as other animals, to many inconveniencies
‘ and to various evils, by the conftitution of the world. The
“world was not, therefore, made, for him, nor he only to be
‘ happy. But he enjoys numberlefs benefits, by the fitnefs
““ of his nature to this conflitution, unafked, unmerited, freely
¢ beftowed: and tho he returns, like other animals, to the duft,
““ yet neither he nor they are willing to leave the ftate where-
“in they are placed here. The wifdom and the goodnefs of
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“ God are therefore manifeft. I thank thee, O my Creator!
“that I am placed in a rank, low in the whole order of
¢ being, but the firft in that animal fyftem to which I be-
“long: a rank wherein I am made capable of knowing thee,
“ and of difcovering thy will, the perfecion of my own na-
“ ture, and the means of my own happinefs. Far be it from
“me to repine at my prelent ftate, like thofe who deny
“ thee; or like thofe who own thee, only to cenfure thy
‘¢ works, and the difpenfations of thy providence. May I
“ enjoy thankfully the benefits beftowed on me by thy divine
¢ liberality. May I fuffer the evils to which I ftand expofed,
“ patiently, nay willingly. None of thy creatures are made
“ to be perfectly happy, like thyfelf; nor did thy goodnefs
““ require that they thould be fo.  Such of them as are more
“ worthy objects of it than thy human creatures, {fuperior na-
“ tures that inhabit other worlds, may be affeted in fome
““ degree or other by phyfical evils, fince thefe are effeds of
‘¢ the general laws of matter and motion. They muft be af-
¢ fected too in fome degree or other by moral evil, fince mo-
“ ral evil is the confequence of error aswell as of diforderly ap-
¢ petites and paffions, and fince error is the confequence of
“imperfect underftanding. Lefs of this evil may prevail
“ among them. But all that is finite, the moft exalted in-
¢ telligences, muft be liable to fome errors. Thou O God!
¢ art alone that being who is liable to none, and to whom
“ infallibility and impeccability belong.”

Duc me, parens celfique dominator poli,
Quocumque placuit.  Nulla parendi mora cft.
Aflum impiger *.

* Sen. Ep. 107.

SHALL




of E88AYS 341

SuaLL we fuppofe now that an atheift and a divine break
in upon the theift, and interrupt his pious meditations by
infifting ftill, like the echoes of Ericurus, that if there s
a God he muft be infinitely good as well as wife and power-
ful, and by afking then how it comes to pafs that there is
any evil in the world? How it comes to pafs that the happi-
nefs of man is not more complete, and better provided for in
it? Our theift would not be embaraffed. His anfwer would
be more ready than their reply. Their firft abfurdity confifts
in this, that they apply their notions of goodnefs to the divine
nature; and the fecond is this that the argument they raife on
thefe notions proves. a great deal too much. Enough has
been {faid concerning the firlt, and if the theift reafons on
their notions of divine goodnefs it is merely ex abundantii.
But he will expofe the fecond, by obferving that if goodnefs
ought to be, as they affume, the fole dire&ing principle in
this cafe, and if wildom ought to contrive and power to exe-
cute under this dire@ion, the happinefs of man ought to be
proportionable to the goodnefs of God, that is infinite; than
which no greater abfurdity can be conceived. But if we af-
fume, in oppofition to thefe confederates, that divine wif-
dom, whereof we have ideas much better determined than
we have of divine goodnefs, ought to be deemed in this as i‘n
every other cafe the dire&ing principle of divine condué, it
will follow without any abfurdity, nay moft agrecably to the
reafon of things, that the effect may be proportionable to the
caufe that is infinite. It implys contradiction to fay that God
thould have made a creature infinitely happy, as happy as him-
felf. Butit implys none to fay that he made a fyftem of crea-
tion infinitely wife and the beft of all poffible fyftems.

AFTER




342 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

ArTER this, our theift would be apt to make many juft re-
proaches to the two confederates, He would reproach the
atheift with his fpirit of cavil and the unfairnefs of his pro-
ceedings. You pretend, would he fay, that you cannot be-
lieve a God, becaufe you cannot reconcile many appearances,
nor the ftate of mankind in general, to your notions of good-
nefs. But on your principles you would not acknowlcdge
him, if the proofs of his goodnefs were as clear, as uniform
and as numerous as thofe of his wifdom; for even to thefe
you do not yield. Thefle however are conformable to the
notions of wifdom you muft have, if you have any at all.
You may cavil about the proofs of his goodnefs, and produce
inftances that feem repugnant to it, and that would be fo
if your hypothefis was true. But the proofs of his wifdom
have nothing equivocal nor problematical in them upon any
hypothefis. You can produce no inftances that even fecem
to be repugnant to it. Whilft natural philofophy was ill cul-
tivated, and ill underftood indeed, men founded their ob-
jections to the wifdom of God in their ignorance. But {ince
the noble {cience has been improved by experiment and geo-
metry, fince greater difcoveries of the caufes and effe@s of
the' phacnomena in the oeconomy of the world have been
made, every new difcovery has been a new proof of the wif-
dom of God, and it has fhined confpicuous in the very in-
ftances brought againft it.

It is a vain undertaking to go about to convince men of
the goodnefs of God, who are obftinate enough to refift fuch
evident demonftrations of his wifdom, or not to fee that an
all-perfect Being muft always be determined by the harmonious
concurrence of all his perfeclions; and not in one inftance by
his goodnefs, in another by his juftice, and fo on. When we

fay,
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fay, that he is infinitely wife, we mean that he does on every
occafion that which is fitteft to be done, and it would imply
contradi&ion to affert this, and todeny the other. But how-
ever the theift might go one ftep further in reproaches to the
atheift. With what face, might he fay to him, can you object
to the goodnefs of God, that men are expofed to general evils,
to tempefls, to earthquakes, to famine, to peftilence, as well
as to particular evils, to pain, to ficknefs and to viclent death?
Is God not good, becaule they are expofed to evils that refult
neceffarily from the conftitution of a world, which, if we
thould allow it to have been made for man, was made for the
univerfe too, and to all of which evils they expofe themfelves
voluntarily for no other reafon than to indulge the ruling paf-
fion of their minds, and to fate their ambition or their avarice
for inftance, if thefe were to be fated? God has given us
means, as I faid above, to avoid, or to palliate, or to cure thefe
evils in many cafes. But men court them. The evils, that
may be faid to come from God, are, for the moft part, foon
over. The greateft of thefe calamities are feldom renewed;
and few men have been, I fuppofe, expofed to the plague
twice, or involved twice in the ruines of an earthquake. But
ambition, avarice, and other ruling paflions, are never fated:
and the fame perfons expofe themielves anew and continually
to all the evils that accompany the purfuit of them. The theift
might conclude this head very properly, by faying to the
atheift, thefe evils, which you {ound {o highly and with fo ill
a grace, for the reafons that have been given, muft be con-
tingent effects of the conftitution of the world, or they muft
be caufed by particular direGtions. Take your choice. If
ou fay the firft, you fay nothing that is inconfiftent with the
goodnefs of a Creator and Governor, whilft you confirm my
hypotheﬁs, that this world was made for the univer{e, nat for
man,
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man. If you fay the laft, you contradi& yourfelf: you own
that there is a God, and you acknowledge his providence.

Tre fame theilt might prefs his two adverfaries, the atheift
and the divine both, in this manner ftill further. If you fay,
that God has not created the beft of all poffible fyftems n
creating the univerfe, you deny that infinite wifdom which

ou, the divine, affert, and the proofs of which you as well as
I have challenged the atheift to controvert. If you fay, that
he has, you muft either ceafe your complaints, or you muft
continue to complain on one of thefe two principles, that the
Creator ought to have eftablifhed a fyftem that was not the
beft relatively to the whole of his defign, that is to the uni-
verfe, but the beft relatively to man; or elfe that he ought
to have created no fuch being as man. Thus you are driven
from abfurdity to abfurdity ; for thus you do fomething more
abfurd, if poffible, than a dire& denial of the wifdom of God
would be.  One of you admits, and the other cannot contro-
vert this wifdom: and then you both affert, that he fhould
not have acted conformably to it. His goodnefs {hould have
controuled his wifdom. He fhould have changed the order
of the univefre, or he thould have broket he'chain of intellec-
tual beings. Such an affumed condué may be conformable to
your ideas of goodnefs. But the ideas of God, if we may
aferibe ideas to him, no more than his ways, are not thofe of
man: and befides fuch a condué as this, even in human af-
fairs, can anfwer no ideas but thofe of weaknefs, frailty, pre-
pofleflion and partiality. Thefe, therefore, you would afcribe
to the all-perfe@ Being. Such is your impiety. One of you,
that he may have a pretence to doubt of God’s exiftence. The
other, that he may have a pretence to be dogmatical about the
defigns of God, and the future difpenfations of his providence.

XLV.
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