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XLV,

T may be faid that the theift argues hypothetically in
defence of the divine attributes, like the atheift and di-
vine who attack them. Now that he argues in fome fort hy-
pothetically, I agree. But that he argues in any fort like
them, I deny. An hypothefis, which the phaenomena con-
tradict, or which is inconfiftent even withone of them, is not
admiffible. An hypothefis which they all concur to eftablifh,
is fcarce an hypothefis. The goodnefs of God required that
this world fhould be made for the fake of man, and he only
to be happy, is an hypothefis of the firft kind. That the
goodnefs of God did not require this, and that his wifdom
required {fomething clfe, fince it appears in his works that
fomething elfe has been done, and fince his works which
muft be always conformable to his attributes can alone
enable us to judge concerning thefe, this, I fay, is fcarce an
hypothefis. It is founded in fa&, and is agreeable to our
cleareft and moft diftiné ideas. The atheift and the divine
argue, from what they do not know, againft what they do
know; and in order to make the impofition pafs, they trifle
grofly between two methods of reafoning, One proves a
pofteriori that there isa fuft intelligent caufe of all things.
‘The other fuppofes it. After this, they attempt to prove a
priori that there is aneceffary connedion between the wifdom
and power of this being, and his goodnefs and juftice, which
are they fay, in him, the very {fame that they are in our ideas.
Afrerthis, they return again to the former method, and at-
tempt to prove a pofteriori that he is neither good nor juft.
The theift employs no {uch artifice. He reafons uniformly,
from the works of God, to his exiftence and his attributes :
Vor, V. Yy and
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and reafoning in this manner he raifes no obje&ion to either,
and is able to defend both.

I have fpoke often of the pride of man, as the caufe of
many errors in philofophy, and efpecially in the firft philofo-
phy. It has no doubt a fhare in determining the atheift to
the opinions that have been mentioned. But the atheift has
another motive. His great aim is to free his mind from the
belicf that there is any Supreme Being. He ftruggles hard
againft demonflration, and catches atevery hypothefisthat may
give him a pretence to doubt. Such a pretence he finds in
that which affumes notions of the moral attributes of God, and
of his defigns in favor of man, and then oppofes the phaeno-
mena to thefe notions. He has, on this occafion, the very
fingular advantage we have obferved, that many of his ad-
verfaries agree with him in the premifes, help him to eftablifh
them, and defend the caufe of theifm very ill againft his
conclufions afterwards. Divines, who do in effe& no lefs
than betray this caufe to him, have likewife their private
motive, They are unwilling to lower, on any account, their
notions of human worth and importance, or of the defigns
of God in favor of man; and for that reafon, fince thefe
notions cannot be maintained on the appearances of things
that are, they have endeavored, in all ages, and in all reli-
gions, to maintain them on the fuppofition of things that
may be: and the whole force of human imagination has been
employed to {foothe human pride. Much of what the pagans
advanced hypothetically to keep up thefe notions, in oppofi-
tion to univerfal experience, is indeed no longer hypothetical;
fince it has been admitted into chriftianity. It is not hypo-
thetical, I mean, when it is confidered as a matter of revela-
tion; for it is as hypothetical as ever, when it is confidered
as an object of reafon. Let us it leave then refpedtfully to reve-
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lation, which is fufficient, or nothing can be {o, to fupport it.
Let us not employ our reafon about things which fhe muft
either difown, or proftitute herfelf to maintain. Let us not
employ her to multiply, or to improve hypothefes. Lct us
employ her in a manner to want none: and that we fhall do
effectually, if we keep her within thofe bounds which God
has prefcribed, by revealing in his works fo much and no more
of natural theology, and of natural religion, as he thought it
neceflary for us to know.

Tuese precautions are the more fit to be taken, becaufe
tho our religion forbids pride, and teaches humility, yet the
whole fyftem of it tends to infpife the former into all thofe
who are not able to difcern the confiftency of particular pre-
cepts and of the fyftem, which I prefume that very few are.
According to this {yftem, man was not only made in the
image of God, but the world and he were fo made that his
happinefs {feemed to be the final caufe of the whole. He fell,
indeed, from this ftate ; but God, who fuffered him to fall,
rather than to reftrain him in the exercife of his free will, de-
termined inftantly to raife him again, by the facrifice of his
own Son: whilft he abandoned myriads of fallen angels to the
fatal confequences of their revolt, without any hopes of re-
demption. Is it poflible to conceive higher notions of a
created being, than thefe revealed truths muft infpire? Praro
afferted, on his exalted notions of the Supreme Being, that
immortality was communicated by a fort of phyfical neceflity
to every creature that this Being himfelf created. Chriftian
philofophers might be led more eafily from the exalted notions
of human nature, which thefe revealed truths infpire, to
imagine that happinefs was to be communicated by a fort of
moral neceflity to fuch a creature as man. Allow me one in-
flance more. The Ifraelites were one of the leaft, and leaft
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worthy nations of the earth. Yet, God chofe them, according
to the fame {yftem, by a wonderful predile&ion for his favo-
rite people, preferred them to all the people of the earth, and
affigned them a country flowing with milk and honey. May
not chriftian philofophers have been led, by this example, to
believe that God preferred mankind to all other intelle€ual
creatures, and made a particular world for them, as he af-
figned a particular country to the Ifraelites? The facts, tho re-
ceived in theology, are not, indeed, applicable to philofophy.
But when the mind is once tinétured by them, and an habit
contrated of reafoning from them, any thing, that appears
analogous to them, will be the more eafily admitted.

XLVI.

THE confederacy between atheifts and divines appears
to have been carried very far, by what has been faid
already. I have chofe in the refle@ions that have been made
to account for the phyfical and moral evil that is in the world,
and to defend the attributes of God, to go up to the fource of
all the falfe reafoning about them, rather than to infift on the
topics that are commonly employed : and I hope, that the
method I have taken is not the worfe for being fhorter, plainer,
and lefs metaphyfical. I muft confefs that I do not fee, how
the caufe of God can be effetually pleaded on this head any
other way. But there is another head, on which it muft be
pleaded likewife; for the antitheiftical confederacy does not
end here.  Left the bare exiftence of evil thould not afford
the atheift color enough to deny the being of God, nor the
divine a fufficient foundation whereon to ere, by the {feem-
ing authority of reafon, that fyftem of another world, which
is, and always has been, of great advantage to him in this, they
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