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362 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

vaftly altered from that infinite diftance in nature and flate
between God and us,- and from the immenfe differences
which his relations towards us have from our relations to one
another. Thefe two great divines are, you fee, on my fide.
They are both of the fame opinion that CLarkE cenfures:
and if his cenfures were as juft as they are dogmatical, St.
PavL humfelf would be one of thofe men who take in reality
the moral attributes of God entirely away, and who may on
the fame grounds deny his natural attributes*.

XLVIIL

T is time to have done with CrLarkE, efpecially fince I

leave this part of the argument in much better hands than
my own, in thofe of Dr. Barrow and St. Paut, who deny
to him the very principle from which, as from a common
fource, all the accufations of providence are deduced by him,
by many other divines, and by the whole tribe of atheifts. I
proceed to take notice of another writer, and to examine an-
other of thofe affumptions which are employed by thefe men,
whether divines or theifts, to maintain their charge. That we
are very incompetent judges of the moral attributes of God
and of the eternal reafon of things; that it is unpardonable
prefumption in us to pronounce what both or either of them
required that God fhould do in the original conftitution of our
fyftem, or requires that he fhould do in the government of it;
thefe truths, I fay, are {o evident, that he who denys them,
does not deferve to be argued againft any longer. ¢ Quae
¢ perfpicua funt longa effe non debent.” The determination
of them fhould in reafon determine the whole difpute, Infi-

* Evid, p 26
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nite wifdom and infinite power have made things as they are:
how goodnefs and juftice required that they fhould be made,
is neitheir coram judice, nor to any rational purpofe to en-
quire. For greater fatisfaction, .however, it may not be amifs
to thew that neither the ftate of mankmd in this life, in ge-
neral, nor the lot of good and bad men, in particular, are fuch
as they have been reprefented to ferve the purpofes of fome
perfons; and that if they were fuch, the hypothefis of a life
to come would not reftore by reafon the goodnels and juftice,
which thefe men endeavor to deftroy by appeals to reafon
and to paflion.

Tue folemn author of the religion of nature delineated,
whom Crarxe had in his eye perhaps, when he defcribed his
fourth fort of theifts, whether this treatife had been then pu-
blithed or not, P]aces himfelf on the fame bench with Minos.
Minos was the fon of JuriTer, and the difciple of his father.
So PraTo calls him, in order to infinuate, as I believe, that
nothing lefs than the wifdom of the Supreme Being was fuffi-
cient for the tafk affigned to this infernal judge. But T think
on recollection, that I muft recall my words, and fay that
Worraston places himfelf far above Minos. He judges
God as well as man. Departed fouls appear at the tribunal
of the other, where they are punifhed for the evil they have
done, or recompenced for the evil they have fuffered, in this
world. But he erects this court of judicature, cftablifhes the
general laws of it, as he judges the perfeGtions of the divine
nature required that they fhould be eftablithed, and diftin-
guifhes, and weighs the kinds of happinefs, or mifery, that fall
to the thare of different men. Clear, and mixed happinefs,
avoidable, and unavoidable mifery in the whole, or avoidable

fo far that the creature would chufe rather to bear the re-
mainder than mifs the proportion of happinefs: all which muft
AR come
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come into confideration with the good and the evil men have
done, at that judgment feat, where they are to be tryed af-
ter death for what they have done in life.

IN his attempt to prove, from the nature of an all-per-
fe¢t Being, that God created the human foul immortal, be-
caufe the mortality of it does not confift with reafon, this
author has the temcrity to affert that he who fays the con-
trary, muft fay in confequence either that God is unrea-
fonable, unjuft™®, and cruel, or that no man hasa greater
{hare of mifery unavoidable ekt oF happinefs. Nayturther, the
exiftence of an all-perfe&t Being depends fo much, .1cc01d1no'
to this theift, on the hypothefis of a future ftate+, that one
ingle inftance of unfortunate virtue and of profperous
wickednefs in this world would be to him a fufficient argu-
ment for fuch a ftate. His reafon is, that God cannot be un-
juft nor unreafonable in any one inftance, which is undoubt-
edly true. But on this fuppofition he would be fo in one
inftance, if there was no future ftate. One inftance of thefe
kinds, therefore, would have beento WoLLasTon a demonftra-
tion againit the exiftence of an all-perfect Being, without the
hy potheﬁs of fuch a ftate. This is ftrange theifm. Artificial
theology is neither more dogmatical, nor more abfurd: and
the belief of God’s exiftence hangs by a twine in both,

To fupport this hypothefis, he gives a moft exagerated
deﬁ.riptjon of the misfortunes to which particular menare liable
in this world, and a very ridiculous as well as exagerated
defcription of the general, and ufual ftate of mankind; both
which are affumed to be inconfiftent with the idea of a reafon—

able caufe. Let us confider the laft firft, as the natural order
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{feems to require. Whilft the Crarxes and WorrLasTons
of the age accufe the providence of God by arguments drawn
from his nature, and from the eternal reafon of things, both
as imperfeétly known to them as to you and me ; let us de-
fend this providence by arguments, drawn from the nature of
man, and the actual conftitutions of the world, both equally
well known to them and to us. Inftead of hearkening to
them, let us hearken to God who fpeaks to us in his works;
and inftead of pronouncing waht it was right for him to do,
believe all he has done, for that very reafon, right.  Let us
be prepared to meet with feveral appearances, which we can-
not explain, nor therefore reconcile to the ideas we endeavor
to form of the divine perfe@tions. Bnt let us remember too
that as the pretended fcience of the men, againft whom we
difpute, expofes them to error, and as t]u.y render the great
truths of theifm doubtful, or at leaft perplexed by blending
them up in an imaginary fcheme of divine oeconomy; fo we
may be {ecure from error by a modeft avowal of ignorance,
where human knowledge ceafes: and as the imperfections
of created Beingsprove them to be created, not felf-exiftent, fo
the vcry dchcuncws of the knowledge we h'we will be {o many
proofs of it's truth. They muft be neceffarily {fuch; for if it
be true that infinite wifdom and infinite power Cre*a.ted and
govern the univerfe, it cannot but follow that fome of the
phaenomena may be proportionable, and that others muft be
difproportionable to our, and to every other finite under-
ftanding.

XLIX,
‘}Ijg' AVING p'rcnuﬁ,d what I thourrht -proper in this
A

A place, 1 obferve that the reprefent ‘mnn made of the
general ftate of mankind, proves nothing, or proves too
- mut
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