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392 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

the foundation of the chriftian fyftem. But, however, the in-
troduction of evil may be accounted for by this facred tra-
dition, and by much ingenious argumentation to the reafon
of mankind; every divine, and feveral theifts, endeavor to ac-
count for the exiftence and diftribution of it by another hypo-
thefis, which is as antient as either of the former, and which
muft have been invented fince it was not revealed to the
Aegyptians, and other people any more than to the Ifraelites,
not only for a political, but for a philofophical purpofe, and
to ferve for an anfwer to the two atheiftical queftions. It is
with this hypothefis, confidered independently of revelation,
that we have to do here. We are to examine whether it
reconciles the phaenomena to the ideas we have of goodnefs
and juftice, by affuming that this world is nothing more than
the porch or entry into another™.

L.

S the men who maintain this hypothefis negleét the

phaenomena when they pretend to determine the moral
attributes of God, fo they overftrain them with much affec-
tation and unfairnefs when they pretend to demonftrate a
future ftate. The author of the religion of nature delineated,
that I may mention one particularly, does this in fuch a man-
ner that his exagerations become burlefque . According to
him, ¢ the general ftate of mankind is {carce confiftent with
< the idea of a reafonable caufe, becaufe we are born with the
¢ labor of our mothers; becaufe we are liable to hunger,
¢ thirft, heat, cold, and indifpofitions of various kinds; and
“ becaufe one generation drops off, and another {prings up,

* Rel. of nat. p. 207 1 Ib. p. 206, 207, 209.
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¢ that is, becaufe as we are born, fo we die. Children, we
¢ triflc away our time at play; or we arc {ent to {chool, and
fubmitted to difcipline. Men, we are expofed to difficulties,,
and f{urrounded with cares. There are inhuman or vicious
hufbands, falfe or peevifh wives, refraGory or unhaj
¢ children. Many can never obtain a comfortable liveliho
many of thofe that do, break; and even when their affa
go on profperouily, their families encreafe, and new occa-

{ions of folicitude are introduced by this increafe. . Under
fuch grievances we lie during the beft p’nt of life, and
when we grow old we grow infirm. In fhort, phyfical
and moral (\11 intermixed with a few tranfitory y and uncer-
tain UIJ‘O} ments, not worth cn;nymg make up the whole
fyftem of our lives, at the laft ftage of which 1i we are not
taken away {ooner by dmth, fainting, tomumw and
¢ bending to the earth, we fall into the grave of (Lllikl\f.‘*

Such, and far more nnfuabl(,, (for 1 omit among ethers thofe
who labor under incurable diftempers, and who fubfift by
begging, borrowing, or fhifts as bad as thefe) is the ftate of
mankind reprefented to be; after which the pathetic writer
concludes, and muft man end here? Is this the period of his
being? Is this all? The author I quote is fo tranfported
by the tatrent af- bis eloquence, and by fuch refleQions as
thefe, that he raifes in his own mind what I think he wilk
raife in that of no fober reader, a fort of indignation
againft the ftate wherein Almighty God has placed us,
and againft the order of his providence. On this he grounds
an expe@ation of life and immortality in a better ftate,
and, on this expe@ation, an argument that there. will be

fuch a ftate.
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In this rapture he retires to fome folitary walk, and there-
far from noife, perhaps, but certainly not free from prejudice,
1€
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he meditates for our inftrudiod. ¢ He thinks himfelf {ure
“ that he is above lifelefs matter, above the vegetative
¢ tribe, and above the fenfitive animals that he fees. He
‘“ has not only immediate fenfations, but ideas of an higher
““ order. He can make excurfions into futurity; he had al-
“ moft faid that he could, by ftri&® thinking, get into
¢ another world beforehand. Can he be made capable of
¢ fuch great expedations only to be difappointed at laft?
“ Can he have fuch overtures of immortality, if, after all,
¢ there is no fuch thing? He makes great improvements in
¢ knowledge which he has often no opportunity of fhewing
 here. ~ Mult they not be preparations for another world,
¢ wherein he may thew them? Can the author of his reafon-
¢¢ ing faculties be himfelf fo unreafonable as to give them to
“ no purpofe? By the exaltation of his reafon, and by the
¢ practice of virtue he approaches to an higher manner of
““ being, and taftes already fomething fpiritual, and above
¢ this world. Muft his private a&s of religion be all loft?
¢ Can God have {o little regard for him who has fo much for
“ Godp”

In this {pecimen, which is very faithfully extraGed, we
have an example of the fecond fort of madnefs mentioned
above. The man who writ all this nonfenfe was a man of
parts, of learning, a philofopher, and a geometrician. But
he made one miftake in the delirium of metaphyfics. In-
ftead of reafoning about a creature of God’s, he reafoned
about one of his own creation. When thefe learned lunatics
conceive men to be nearly what they are, they pull down
the divinity nearly to the {fame level, and frame their notions
of God’s proceedings with them on thofe of their proceedings
with one another. When they think more worthily of the
Supreme Being, and raife their ideas of an all-perfe& nature

as
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as high as they are able, they raife their ideas of the human
naturc in a certain proportion to thefe; fo that God and man
are, in all their reafonings, within degrees of comparifon.
Thus Mr. WoiLasTon has done in his truths relating to the
deity, and in thofe relating to a private man. He raifes our
conceptions in the firft, as high as they can be raifed, and then
lofes himfelf; and leaves his reader to be loft, in the incom-
]*"‘ henfibility of the divine nature, as they muft needs be.
He does not, indeed, flatter the human in the fecond as groily
as fome writers, who endeavor to impofe on us againft the
intuitive know ludm_ which ev ery one may have of him uh,
but he infifts fo much on the f}nmmht} and immortali ity of
the foul, and on the unfuitablenefs of the condition to the
importance of mankind, that he gives ground fufhcient to
Pﬂnd upon to thofe iullomc pﬁm\. gyrifts of humanity, who
confider man as the image of God, the final caufe of rhe
creation, and the principal oh_]cé‘t among created beings, even
above angels, of the divine care and {olicitude.

Bur, after all their endeavors to make of man a being fu-
puior to the whole animal kind, rather than a fll'[)\,TIOI fpt.uf s
of the fame kind, man will appear what he really is to every
unpr leldll;f.d mmd In vain will they endeavor to perﬁmuc
any fuch that the natural ftate of mankind is unpatural, if I
may fay fo; that is, a ftate neither agreeable to the nature of
God hum(,lf, nor to that nature wherewith he has dignified
man. In vain will they endeavor to pc*ﬁl ade any fuch that
the conditions of humanity are imperfe@ions in the fyftem
and that, in the works of God, as in thofc of men, whatever
falls thort of the idea of the workman, or is not proportionate
to the value of the materials he pr cpares in one eflay, may be
recified in another inftance, It is not only true but obvious,
that man is conneéted by his nature, and, therefore, by the

dﬁﬁgn
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defign of the Author of all nature with the whole tribe of ani-
mals, and fo clofely with fome of them that the diftance be-
tween his intelle@ual faculties and theirs, which conftitutes
as really, tho not fo fenfibly as figure, the difference of fpe-
cies, appears, in many inftances, {mall, and would, probably,
appear ftill lefs, if we had the means of knowing their mo-
tives, as we have of obferving their ations. The conneétion
of all animal, and, by confequence, of human with vegetable
life is more remote. But therc is fuch a connection ; and it
will be manifeft to him who confiders how vegetables are
produced, how they grow up, how they ripen, florith for a
time, wither and die, how many wants they have, fuch as
nourithment, culture and fhelter, for inftance, as well as to
how many diftempers and injuries they are expofed, in all
which circumftances their conneétion with the animal kind 1s
too apparent to be denied. Tho man is an animated material,
being capable of beginning motion, and of many other modi-
fications of thought, both fingle, and in feries; yet, however
thefe mental powers were communicated to him, and in de-
orees ftill more imperfe& to other animals, his {yftem and
theirs are founded alike in mere matter, and when we look
at one another, the firft ideas we receve are thofe of extenfion
and figure, the parts of which, like thofe of any other clod
of earth are liable to feparation, and to a diffolution of the
form. Nay, there is a further analogy betweenantimated and
inanimated bodics. The former have, by inftin&, a fort of
moral gravitation to one another, by which they adheretogether
in fociety. I will not apply inftinét to the latter; but this I may
fay, that a force as unknown as inftin@, produces a gravita-
tion of the feveral parts of matter to each other, and keeps
them together in a kind of phyfical fociety.

THx
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Tue whole world, nay the whole univerfe is filled with
beings which are all conneéted in one immenfe defign. The
fenfitive inhabitants of our globe, like the dramatis perfonae,
have different chara@ers, and are applied to different purpo-
{es of action in every fcene. The feveral parts of the material
world, like the machines of a theatre, were contrived not for
the actors, but for the a&ion: and the whole order and
fyftem of the drama would be difordered and fpoiled, if any
alteration was made in either. The nature of every creature,
his manner of being, is adapted to his ftate here, to the place
he is to inhabit, and, as we may fay to the part he is to a&.
If man was a creature inferior or fuperior to what he is, he
would be a very prepofterous creature in this {fyftem. Guriri-
vier’s horfes made a very abfurd figure in the place of men,
and men would make one as abfurd in the place of horfes. I
do not think that philofophers have fhewn in every inftance
why every thing is what it is, and as it is, or that nothing
could be in any one cafe otherwife than it is without produc-
ing a greater inconveniency to the whole than the particular
inconveniency that would be removed. But I am fure this
has been proved in fo many inftances, that it is trifling, as
well as prophane, to deny it in any. We complain often of
our fenfes, and fometimes of our reafoning faculties. Both
are defe&ive, weak, fallible: and yet, if the former were
more extenfive, more acute, and more nice, they would not
anfwer the purpofes of human life, they would be abfolutely
inconfiftent with them. Juft fo, if our rmfouing faculties
were more perfe& than they are, the order of intelleftual
beings would be broken unnc(_cﬁ"mlv, and man would be
111ﬁ,d above his proper form without any real admntdgc to
himfelf, fince the reafon he has is fufficient for him in the ftate
allotted to him; and fince higher faculties, and greater degrees

Yor. V, Ccc of
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of knowledge would on one hand encreafe his prefumption,
and yet on the other would rather excite than fate his cu-
riofity, by fhewing him more clearly the extent of his igno-
rance.

Worraston pretends to reduce every one who does not
adopt the hypothefis of rewards and punithments in a tuture
ftate, to this dilemma: ¢ no rational creature is unavoidably
¢ miferable, or God is an unreafonable and cruel being.*’
But, in the firft place, who told this writer, or how does he
know that there are any rational creatures unavoidably mife-
rable? The whole ftory of mankind tells him fo, and his own
fenfes thew him that it is fo, and on thefe fuppofed authori-
ties he makes fuch a ftate of mifery to be that of almoft all
mankind. T might have faid of all mankind abfolutely: for
tho he allows that fome are moreand fome are lefs miferable than
others; yet in the enumeration he makes of unaveidable human
miferies he includes many that are unavoidable indeed, but that
do not conflitute mifery, either when they come feparately, or
when feveral of them come together. They are inconveniencies
at moft, to which every man is liable. Every man is liable to
catch cold, and like other animals, to be affli®ed with various
bodily diftempers. Every man, and he moft, who is deemed
commonly to be the furtheft removed from mifery, is expofed
to cares, to troubles, to difappointments, &c. Our author is
fond on this occafion of the word mifery, it carries a fironger
idea along with it, and ferves the purpofe of exageration bet-
ter. But what is mifery? Let us, who have no other purpofe
to ferve than that of truth, determine ourideas with greater pre-
cilion. As I take happinefs to be a continued permanent ferigs
of agreable fenfations or of pleafure, foI take mifery to be a
continued permanent feries of the contrary: and fuch mifery
has never been brought, I believe, on any man neceffarily, and

una-
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unavoidably, as a confequence of the general ftate whercin
God has placed mankind.

ParTicurar occafional evils, phyfical and moral, are con-
{equences of this ftate, no doubt, and fuch as we are able to
{hew that they could not be prevented in the beft of all ma-
terial {yftems. The courfe of things rolls on through a vaft
variety of contingent events, for fuch they are to our appre-
henfions, according to the firft impreffion of motion given to
it, and uynder the dire&ion of an univerfal providence. This
perpetual flux, and the viciffitudes it creates, in what we call
the fortune of men, bring along with them both good and
evil. Human life is checquered varioufly with both; and as
the good has often {fome alloy, fo the evil is foftened by many
circumftances, even by habit, and above all, by hope, that
cordial drop which {weetens every bitter potion, even the laft.

Tue faying of the epicureans is true of all forts of evil. If
it is violent, it fpends itfelf, or it puts an end foon to him
who fuffers it. If it is moderate, it is tolerable, it may. be
compenfated, or the fenfe of it may wear out.  Thus a danc-
ing, drunken, fmoaking revel makes ample amends to the
favage for all the wants he has fuffered, and for all the pains
and perils to which he has been expofed. Thus the galley-
{lave fings whillt he is chained to an oar, and thus might they
fing who worked in the golden mines of the upper Aegypt;
and for whom as well as their relations and poor children Mr.
WorrasToN is moved to fo much compaffion. 1 fhould
wonder, when he was in Aegypt, that he did not quote a tra-
dition from the Bible as well as from Dioporus, if I did not
confider that he gave probably more credit to the prophane
than to the facred hiftory, and lament the fate of the Ifraelites
who were obliged to make bricks without firaw, and whofe

gcec backs
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backs were fcourged by their tafk mafters. The real evils,
that men fuffer, are not in truth fo great as they appear in
thefe exagerated reprefentations of them, and very often, per-
haps, to the eye of a fpetator: nay, the greateft of them are
not greater than thofe which men impofe voluntarily on them-
felves, whilft they complain loudly of evils far lefs, which the
conditions of humanity impofe on them. I might bring
examples from thofe who row in galleys, or dig in mines, for
hire; from thofe who condemn themfelves to pafs their whole
lives in aufterities like the fathers of La TrarrEr, or in tor-
ments like the Faquirs of the eaft, on motives of fuperftition;
from thofe in whom a turn of imagination can take off the
fear of death, and make them court it before it’s time, like
the followers of Op1n, who fung the praife of it in their hymns,
witnefs the ode of good king Loperoc, and had no better a
reafon for it than the hope of drinking beer in the fculls of
their enemies at the palace of Opix.

Tuus do men frequently embrace, by choice, the very evils
they complain of, when they happen to them in the ufual
courfe of things, and fometimes even death itfelf, for which
they have, by nature, the ftrongeft averfion. Thus too they
devote their whole lives to real and conftant mifery, which is
no part of the general natural ftate of mankind. In fhort,
their greateft evils are from themfelves, not from God, which
might be fhewn in innumerable inftances. True it is, that
they are fomctimes involved, in general calamities, which they
can neither forefee nor prevent, fuch as inundations, earth-
quakes, peftilences, and the entire devaftations of kingdoms
or provinces by favage and barbarous people, like the Huns
of old, or the Spaniards in later ages. But thefe calamities
are rarc. They may be confidered as chaftifements; for cha-
ftifements are reafonable, when there are any to be amended

by
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by partaking in them, or by being, at leaft, fpectators of them.
They may be confidered as the mere effects, natural tho con-
tingent, of matter and motion in a material {yftem, put into
motion under certain general laws. If they are feen in the
firft light, they fhould teach mankind to adore, and to fear
that providence which governs the world by particular as well
as general difpenfations. If they are feen in the fecond, they
fhould fuggeft fome other refle&tions, which are not without
their wutility neither.

Necessary agents employ all their powers conformably to
the laws of nature, in promoting the fame end, that is, in
carrying on the phyfical fyftem. So rational agents fhould
employ all their faculties in preferving the order of the moral
fyftem, which reafon difcovers to be their common duty, and
reafon and experience to be their common intereft. There
are great deviations in both, with a double difference relatively
to the ftate of mankind. The former are wholy indepen-
dent, the latter in great meafure dependent on man, notwith-
ftanding the ftrength of his paffions, and the weaknefs of his
reafon. The former are not only rare, and the latter frequent
but the confequences of the latter become much more fatal to
the happinefs of mankind in general, than thofe of the former.
From hence it refults very evidently that the wildom of God,
which you may call his goodnefs, has given man by what is
in his power very ample means to make himfelf amends for
that which is out of his power. Atheifts and divines find
fault with the whole. They cannot, or they will not con-
ceive, that the feeming imperfection of the parts is neceffary to
the real perfection of the whole. The entire icheme of the
works of God muft be altered to pleafe them. Nothing, even
inconvenient ta thefe delicate perfons, muft be fuffered in it.
They muft be phyfically invulnerable, and morally impeccable,

or
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or the divine providence muft interpofe continually to fhicld
every particular man from evils of one fort, and to check him,
like the daemon of Socrares, when he is about to commit
thofe of another. This is all they modeftly require; and of the
want of this they complain perpetuall ¥s as they pretend, the
divine at leaft does fo, that they have a right to do, becaufe
God appeals to man for the equity of his proceedings.

Ler us be convinced, however, in oppofition to atheifts
and divines, that the general ftate of mankind in the prefent
{cheme of providence is a flate not only tolerable, but happy.
Without having WoLLasTon’s ballance, wherein he weighs
happinefs and mifery even to grains and feruples, we may pro-
nounce that there is much more good than evil in it; and
prove what we pronounce even by his authority, and that of
all thofe who deny it like him, if any {uch authority can be
wanting. It is plain that every man has more good than evil
in a&ual enjoyment, or in profped, fince every man prefers
exifting as he is to non-exiftence, and fince none of them,
not thofe who fuffer the worft accidents in life, are willing to
abandon it, and to go out of the ftate thefe declaimers repre-
fent to be fo miferable. The propofition may be advanced
thus generally, becaufe there are very few examples to the
contrary, and thofe are of men run mad by diftemper, or
made fo by fome prevailing enthufiafm, Neither will it avail
to fay that the defire of life and the fear of death are, one the
greateft imperfe@tion, and the other the greateft evil of our
human ftate; fince, whatever they are, and from whence fo-
ever they arife, they would leffen in all cafes, and ceafe in
many, if the condition of mankind were truly fuch as it is re-
prefented. What our author’s circumfances were of an
kind I am ignorant. But whatever they were, I am perfuaded,
you will be of my opinion, that any charitable perfon who had

offered
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offered to cut his throat, in order only to deliver him from
the miferies he complamed of in fuch lamentable terms,
would have been very ill received. But I haften to wind up
and to conclude the hints, for they are no more, which occur
to me, and which I think proper to give you concerning the
general and ufual ftate of mankind.

LI

say then, that if men come helplefs into the world like
I other animals; if they require even longer than other ani-
mals to be nurfed and educated by the tender inftin& of their
parents, and if they are able much later to provide for them-
{lees, it is becaufe they have more to learn and more to do;
it is ‘becaufe Lhey are prepared for a more improved ftate ’md
for greater happinefs. Senfe and inftinét dire¢t all animals to
t}‘r-..n feveral ends. Some of them profit more by experience,
acquire more knowledge, and think and reafon better- than
others both in different {pecies and in the fame. Man is at
the head of thefe, he profits ftill more by C\Pu]C‘]CC he ac-
quires ftill more knowledge, he thinks and reafons better than
all other animals; for he who is born too ftupid to do {o, is not
a human creature: he finks into an inferior {pecies, tho he be
made after the image of man. Man is able by his inteliectual
ﬁtpmonty to forefee, and to provide more effetually againft

the evils that threaten him, as well as to procure to him {elf

the neceffaries; the comforts, and the }"h.'\fur:ti of life. All
his natural wants are eafily fupplied, and God has mo 0T~
tioned them to the abilitics of thofe who remain in the loweft
form of rational crea tures. The Tartar under his tent, and
the Savage in his It enjoys them. Such is the general flate
of mankind. Of what thcn do we complain? His happine {s

s
CHCCCUS
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