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Of ESSAYS. 333

offered to cut his throat, in order only to deliver him from
the miferies he complamed of in fuch lamentable terms,
would have been very ill received. But I haften to wind up
and to conclude the hints, for they are no more, which occur
to me, and which I think proper to give you concerning the
general and ufual ftate of mankind.

LI

say then, that if men come helplefs into the world like
I other animals; if they require even longer than other ani-
mals to be nurfed and educated by the tender inftin& of their
parents, and if they are able much later to provide for them-
{lees, it is becaufe they have more to learn and more to do;
it is ‘becaufe Lhey are prepared for a more improved ftate ’md
for greater happinefs. Senfe and inftinét dire¢t all animals to
t}‘r-..n feveral ends. Some of them profit more by experience,
acquire more knowledge, and think and reafon better- than
others both in different {pecies and in the fame. Man is at
the head of thefe, he profits ftill more by C\Pu]C‘]CC he ac-
quires ftill more knowledge, he thinks and reafons better than
all other animals; for he who is born too ftupid to do {o, is not
a human creature: he finks into an inferior {pecies, tho he be
made after the image of man. Man is able by his inteliectual
ﬁtpmonty to forefee, and to provide more effetually againft

the evils that threaten him, as well as to procure to him {elf

the neceffaries; the comforts, and the }"h.'\fur:ti of life. All
his natural wants are eafily fupplied, and God has mo 0T~
tioned them to the abilitics of thofe who remain in the loweft
form of rational crea tures. The Tartar under his tent, and
the Savage in his It enjoys them. Such is the general flate
of mankind. Of what thcn do we complain? His happine {s
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exceeds that of his fellow creatures, at leaft as much as the
dignity of his nature exceeds the dignity of theirs: and is not
this enough ?

We ought to think that it is enough: and yet God has
done more for us. He has made us happy, and he has put
it into our power to make ourfelves happier by a due ufe of
our reafon, which leads us to the practice of moral virtue and
of all the duties of fociety. We are defigned to be focial, not
folitary creatures. Mutual wants unite us: and natural bene-
volence and political order, on which our happinefs depends,
arc founded in them. This is the law of our nature; and
tho every man is not able for different reafons to difcern it, or
difcerning it to apply it, yet fo many are able to do this that
they ferve as guides to the reft. The reft fubmit, for the ad-
vantages they find in this fubmiffion. They learn by expe-
perience that fervitude to law is real liberty, and that the
regulation of pleafure is real happinefs. Pleafures are the
objects of felf-love, happinefs that of reafon. Reafon is fo
far from depriving us of the firft, that happinefs confifts in a
feries of them: and as this can be neither attained nor en-
joyed fecurely out of fociety, a due ufe of our reafon makes
focial and {eli-love coincide, or even become in effe@ the
fame. The condition wherein we are born and bred, the
very condition fo much complained of prepares us for this
coincidence, the foundation of all human happinefs; and our
whole nature, appetite, paffion, and reafon concur to pro-
mote it.  As our parents loved themfelves in us, fo we love
ourfelves in our children, and in thofe to whom we are moft
nearly related by blood. Thus far inftinét improves felf-love.
Reafon improves it further. = We love ourfelves in our neigh-
bours, and in our friends too, with TuLLy’s leave; for if

friendthip is formed by a kind of fympathy, it is cultivated
by
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by good offices. Reafon proceeds. We love ourfelves in
loving the political body whofe members we are, and we love
ourfelves when we extend our benevolence to all mankind.

L

Tuese are the genuine effecs of reafon, thefe are the pur-
pofes for which it was given us, and nothing more trifling,
nor more abfurd, can be found in the writings of thofe who
have prefumed to cenfure the providence of God, than what
TuLLy puts into the mouth of Corra, in the third book of
the nature of the gods, on this occafion. I know not,  is
this pontiff made to fay, ¢ whether it had not been better
¢ for mankind to have had no reafoning faculties at all, fince
¢ they are hurtful to fo many, and profitable to {o few, than
< to have had them fo bountifully and fo profufely beftowed *.”
Foolifh and prophane! Fire ferves for {everal neceflary ufes,
among the reft to warm us, and fenfitive experience teaches
us to diftinguifh between warming and burning, in the man-
ner and degree wherein we employ it. Shall we renounce the
ufe of it, and complain that there is fuch an elerhent, becauic
it burns us when we employ it ill, or when we neglect, in em-
ploying it well, the precautions and attentions that are necef-
fary? Juft fo (for we may transfer this material image to an
intelletual fubjeét, much more properly than {uch images are
ufually transferred to fuch fubjects by metaphyficians) juft {o,
I fay, human reafon is given for feveral neceffary ufes, and
principally to lead us to all the happinefs we are made capable
of attaining, by a proper application of it, which rational expe-
rience is fufficient to teach us.  This comparifon is more juft
than that which CorTa makes, and BavLe has copied, of the

* Haud fcio an melius fuerit humano generi motum iftum celerem cogr-
tationis, acumen, folertiam, quam trationem VOCamus, quoniam pcﬂil’erf{ fit
multis, admodum paucis falutaris, non dari omnino, quam tam munific, et
tam largé dari.

Vor. V. Ddd Supreme
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Supreme Being to a phyfician, who prefcribes wine to a pa-
tient that he knows will drink it too flrong, and perith by the
ufe of it.  Neither the ftrength of our reafon, nor the too fre-
quent ufe of it, but the contrary, are to be apprehended: and
it the fick man’s wine muft be mingled with water to do him
good, reafon, the medicina animi, muft be employed pure
and unmixed. The other fimilies, which thefe academicians
employ, are as impertinent as this, and might be fhewn very
ealily to be fo, if it were worth our while. But no man, who
is not already devoid of reafon, will be induced by them to
renounce this noble gift, wherein the dignity of our nature
confifls, becaufe it becomes hurtful when we apply it ill ; or
through negligence, or through affeGation, or through defign,
even when we apply it well. It was applied rather imperti-
nently than hurtfully, to maintain ftoical apathy; for it was
not given to deftroy, but to dire& and govern the paflions; to
make them as beneficial as they are neceflary in the human
{yftem; to make a Piso of 2 Cararine™®, and a Brurus, 1
mean the firft, of a Carsar. But it was applied very hurt-
fully ; indeed, and it is fo fhill by thofe who employ all the
reafon they have to corrupt the morals of men, to bribe, to
feduce, to argue, to deceive, or to force them out of their
properties, ortheir liberties, and to make an whole community
become the vaffals of a fa&ion of men, or of one man. This in
politics. In religion it was applied very hurtfully, and it is
fo ftill by atheifts and divines, whilft the former endeavor b
“{ophifm and declamation to cenfure the works of God, and the
order of his providence, to deftroy the belief of his exiftence,
and to banifh all fenfe of religion; and whilft the latter,
who join very heartily in the fame cenfure, would be
thought to juitify the divine attributes againft the common

* Frugi.

accu-
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accufation, and to promote the interefts of religion by this
juftification,

A moft unneceffary juftification furely! if they did not
m’lkc it neceffary; fince God leads us by the natural ftate,

/hich we ftand at firft, into the road of h: 1ppm<,fa, and lt,.n es
us to the condu& of a ﬁlfﬁcmnt guide, that 1s, of our reafon,
afterwards, It would be falfe to fay, as SENLU fays, fome-
where in one of the rants of the portic, that we owe our
virtue to ourfelves, not to God. . It would be equally falfc to
fay, that we owe our happinefs to ourfelves, not to God. But
this o nay be faid with truth, that God, when he gave us rea-
fon, left us to our free-will to makea proper, or improper, ufe
of it: {o that we are obliged to our Creator for a certain rule
and fufhcient means of arriving at happinefs; and have none
to blame but ourfelves, when we fail of it. It is not reaf 0?1,
but perverfe will, that makes us fall fhort of attainable hap p i-
nefs, The rule is {o certain, and the means fo fufficient, that
they who deviate from them are {felf-condemned at the time
they do fo; for he, who breaks the laws of nature, or of his
country, will concur to preferve them inviclate from others.
As a member of fociety, he acknowledges the general rule. As
an individual, he endeavors to be a particular exception to it.
He is determined in both cafes by felf-love. That active prin-
ciple, inflaming and inflamed by his paflions, prefies on to the
apparent good which is the obje& of them : and if reafon, a
lefs active principle, which, inftead of impelling, requires to
be impelled, and to whom it belongs to be conful lted in the
choice, as well as in the pmi.nt, of an objed, is called in, it is
called in too late, and is made the drudge of the will, prede-
termined by paflion. 'Thus it happens, that felf-love and fo-
cial are divided, and fet in oppo{itmn to onc another in the

conduct of partmular men, whilft, in the making laws, and in
Ddd 2 the
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the regulation of government, they continue to be the fame.
As long as they do fo, the happinefs of mankindis abundantly
provided for and fecured, in their feveral focieties; and, not-
withftanding the phyfical evils to which the members of thefe
{ocieties may ftand fometimes expofed, every reafonable man,
every man who is not a difciple of fuch a whining philofopher
as Worraston, nor fuch a prefumptuous divine as CLARKE,
will confefs that fuch a ftate is as happy not only as human

cye ever faw, or human ear ever heard, but as the heart of

man can conceive to belong to humanity; and much more
happy than creatures, but one degree above thofe whom they
defpife, could expec to be.

It is true, indeed, that governments fhift and change not
only their adminiftrations, but their forms. Good princes
and magiftrates carry on the work of God, and by making
men better make them happier. When thefe are corrupt, the
infection fpreads. They corrupt the people, the people
them, focial love is extmgmi}]ed, and pafﬁon divides thofe
whom reafon united. When the abufe is confined within
certain bounds, the condition of many men may be happy,
and that of all may be ftill tollerable: and when the abufe
exceeds fuch degrees, and when confufion or oppseﬂion be-
comes mtollerqh]c, we are to confider that they who fuffer de-
ferve to fuffer. Good government cannot grow exceflively
bad, nor liberty be turned into {laver s unlefs the body of a
people co-operate to their own ruin. The laws, by which
focieties are governed regard particulars, and individuals are
rewarded, or punifhed, by men. But the laws by which the
moral as WLH as the ph} rfical world is governed, regard gene-

rals: and communities are rewarded or punifhed by God ac-
cording to the nature of things in the ordinary courfe of his

prov 1dc11ce, and even without any extraordinary interpofition.

Look
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Look round the world antient and modern, you will obferve
the general ftate of mankind to increafe in happinefs, or de-
cline to mifery, as virtue or vice prevails in their feveral focie-
tics, Thus the author of nature has been pleafed to confti-
tute the human fyftem, and he muft be mad who thinks that
any of the atheiftical; theological, or philofophical makers,and
menders of worlds, could have conftituted it better. The
faying of ArpHONSUS, king of Catftile, who found fo many
faults in the conftru@ion of the material world that he pro-
nounced himfelf able to have given the fupreme architet a
better plan, has been heard with horror by every theift.
Shall we hear without horror the men {poken of here, when
they find fault with the moral, as well as phyfical plan, when
they found accufations againft the goodnefs, juftice, and
wifdom of God, merely on their pride, when they affume, on
no other foundation, that man is or ought to have been the final
caufe of the creation, and rail as heartily at providence as
PruTarcH reprefents Ericurus to have done; in fhort, when
they go fo far as to impute to God the introduétion or per-
miflion' of thofe very evils which neither God is anfwerable
for, if T may ufe fuch an expreflion, nor nature, nor reafon,
but our own perverfe wills, and the wrong elections we make?

I cannot hear any part of this without horror; and there-
if I had walked with WorrasTon * in fome retired field, my
meditations would have been very different from his, more
juft, and more reverential towards the Supreme Being. 1
{hould have been very fure that neither lifelefs matter nor the
vegetative tribe have any reflex thoughts, nor any thoughts at
all. I fhould have been convinced that the faculty of think-
ing is given to fenfitive animals, as we call them,ina lower de-
orce than to man. But I thould not have been convinced

* Ibid. p. 209.
that
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that they have the power of exercifing it in refpec of prefent
objects only. The contrary would appear to mg, on {ome oc-
cafions, as manifeft in them, or in fome of them, as it appears
on others, and on more, in the man who is born dumb., I
thould feel the {uperiority of my fpecies, but I fhould ac-
knowledge the community of our kind. I fhould rouze in
my mind a grateful fenfe of thefe advantages above all others,
that I am a creature capable of knowing, of adoring, and
worfhiping my creator, capable of difcovering his will in the
law of my nature, and capable of promoting my happinefs
by obeying it. I fhould acknowledge thankfully that I am
able, by the fuperiority of my intelleGtual faculties, much bet-
ter than my fellow creatures, to avoid fome evils and to foften
others, which are common to us and to them. I fhould con-
fels that as I proved myfelf more rational than they by em-
ploying my reafon to this purpofe, fo I fhould prove myfelf
lefs rational by repining at my ftate here, and by complaining
that there are any unavoidable evils. 1 fhould confefs that
neither perfeét virtue, nor perfect happinefs are to be found
among the fons of men: and that we ought to judge of the
continuance of one, as we may judge of our perfeverance in
the other, according to a maxim in the ethics of Conrucrus;
not by this, that we never fall from either, fince in that fenfe
there would be no one good nor no one happy man in the
world; but by this, that when we do fall we rife again, and
purfue the journey of life, in the fame road. Let us puriue
it contentedly, and learn that, as the fofteft pillow on which
we can lay our heads has been faid by MoxracNe to
be ignorane, we may fay more ‘properly that it is refigna-
ion.  He alone is happy, and he is truly fo, who can
fay, welcome life whatever it brings! Welcome death what-
ever it is] ““ Aut transfert, aut finit.” If the former, we
change our flate, but we are ftill the creatures of the fame

God.

O\t
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God. He made us to be happy here. He may make us ap-
pier in another {yftem of Being. At leaft, this we are fure n%
we fhall be dealed with according to the perfeGtions of !m
nature, not according to the llIli‘)Efl'LC.[IOHS of our own. Re-
{ignation in this inftance cannot be hard to one who thinks
worthily of God, nor in the other, except to one who thinks
too highly of man. That you, or I, or even WoLrasTon
himfelf fhould return to the earth ﬁom whence we came,. to
the dirt under our feet, or be mingled with the athes of thole
herbs and plants, from which we drew nutrition whillt we
lived, does not feem any indignity, offered to our -nature, fince
it is common to all the animal kind: and he, who com; -l.tlns
of it as fuch, does not feem to have been fet, by his reafoning
faculties, {o far above them in life, as to deferve not to be le-
velled with them at death. We were like them before our
birth, that is nothing. So we fhall be on this hypothefis like
them too after our death, that is nothing, 'What hardfhip is
done us? None, unlefs it be an hardthip, that we are not im-
mortal, becaufe we wilh to be fo, and flatter ourfelves with
that expectation. As well might that emperor of China have
complained of his difappointment, when he imagined, he had
bought immortality of a certain impoftor, who pretended to
give it, and then died. If this hypothefis were true, which
I am far from affuming, I thould have no reafon to co'npmn,
tho having tafted Lx1ﬁcncc, I might abher non-entity. Since

then the firlt cannot be demonfirated by reafon, nor the fe-
cond be reconciled to my inward fentiment, let me take re-

ein refignation at it the laft, asin ev ery other a& of my life.
- others b(. folicitous about their future _3:‘1“_3 anc lfllc"‘;llgu‘
Hatter themfelves as .“xJudlce imagina tw.,, bad health,
or got ,Li heaith, nay a lowering day, or a clear funthine fhall
ir m Lo do Let the tmnqmlht} of my mind reft on
moveable rock, that my future, as well as’ my prefent,

iullt
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ftate are ordered by an Almighty and Allwife Creator; and
that they are equally foolith, and prefumptuous, who make
imaginary excurfions into futurity, and who complain of the
prefent.

Turse refle@ions, on the general and ufual ftate of man-
kind, may be carried much further, and more may be added.
But thefe are fufficient, and I proceed to plead the caufe of
God, on another head, againft the fame confederates. _

LII

F you improve in your own thoughts the hints difperfed

in the precedent reflections, you, whofe good underftand-

ing is undebauched by metaphyfics, will {ee very evidently the
truth of thefe two propofitions. Firft, that, fuppofing thc
world we inhabit to be a fcene of as many evils as it 1s repre-
fented to be, the argumenrs, drawn from thence againit the
wifdom, or pewer, or goodnefs of God, are inconclufive. God
is the Creator and Governor of the univerfe, not of this world
alone, a fmall and, probably, a very inconfiderable part of it :
fo that, if there was really more evil than good in this part, it
would conclude nothing againft the whole, wherein there
might be fill much more good than evil, nor, confequently,
againft the divine attributes. Secondly, that there is even in
this world fo much more good than evil, and the general ftate
of mankind is fo happy in it, that the exagerated defcriptions
of a fuppofed contrary ftate would make no impreflion againit
thefe attributes, if men had not been induced to think moft
abfurdly, that God could have no good reafon for creating
them, but that of communicating happinefs to them, and

happinefs fuch as they would have, happinefs without alloy.
' The
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