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degrees of goodnefs; fince neither of them confifts fo much in
outward fhew as it does in the inward fentiment: and yet,
without being able to meafure both, what faucy, what pragma-
tical prefumption is it to pretend, in any fort, to judge of pro-
vidential difpenfations, even fuppofing them to be thofe of
particular providences?

LIIL

'% E will enter, if you pleafe, firft into fome refletions

on the general tendency of virtue and vice to promote
happinefs, and after that into a more particular detail. I
think then, that health of ‘body is pretty equally diftributed
to good men and bad, whether jews, chriftians, tut k, or
infidels. In this refpec too the good are likely to have in
themfelves, and in their pofterity, much the advantage. But,
befides, if health and vigor of body were to be found more
commonly among the wicked than the good, it might appear
tobe, like other inftances of profperity, the caule, it will never

appear to be the effe&, of vice.

TranquiLLrty of mind is the infeparable companion of
virtue, that adds relith and favor to all the comforts, and
takes off their bitter tafte from all the misfortunes,of life. It
is the health of the mind. Without this, no intelle¢ual joy
can be tafted, as without the other no corporeal pleafure. The
virtuous man looks back with complacency, and feels the
truth of that faying of TurLy: ‘“agoodconfcienceis the great
¢t theatre of virtue”. The prefent fatisfys him, and the future
gives him no alarm. The fecond Brutus exclaimed, that
virtue was an empty name, Stoical virtue was little better ;
nor his, in particular,any more than a mafk that hid,under an

appearance
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appearance of apathy, the moft violent and the vileft paffions,
like the fan@ity of {everal antient and modern {aints, who have
impofed on the chriftian world. But true moral virtue is
fomething very real. It is the caufe of our happinefs, it main-
tains the tranquillity of human life. If happinefs be a feries
of agreeable fenfations, the lefs this feries is expofed to inter-
ruption, the more happy we are. But it muft be expoled to
perpetual interruptions, if that which caufes, and maintains it,
be not in our own power. Virtue is fo: and thus virtue may
be faid, without any paradox, to be it’s own reward® If 1t
has no reward from without, it rewards.itfelf by inward, and
therefore independent tranquillity.

Goop men may have commonly a lefs fhare in the advan-
tages of fortune, as they are lefs likely to ufe the means of ac-
quiring them, but then they want them lefs: and tho it be
a falfe thought, which Seneca makes, the divinity employ,
¢¢ that their happinefs confifts in wanting no happinefs+”, yet
is it true, that their happinefs is enhanced, as well as fecured,
by a great independence on every thing external; and the
fame SenEca fays, fomewhere elfe, moft divinely well, that he
placed the good things he enjoyed within his reach, and yet
at fuch a diftance that fortune might take, but could not tear,
them from him. The good man flakes his thirft with a mo-
derate draught of outward profperity. The chalice of the
wicked man is never fufficient, be it never fo large: and to all
his paffions, as well as to his avarice, ¢ nefcio quid curtae
< {femper abeft rei.” There is a fragment among Prurarce’s

* Hoc dabitis, ut opinor, fi modo fit aliquid, efle beatum, id oportere
totum poni in poteftate fapientis, Nam fi amitti vita beata poteft, beata
effe non poteft., Twurr. de fin, L. 2,

1+ Intus omne pofui bonum. Non carere felicitate felicitas veftra eft.
De Provid.

Mifcel-
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Mifcellanies, where fortune and vice are introduced like the
contraétors, who appear and make their offers, when any pu-
blic work is to be let out.  Fortune boafts, that fhe can take
from men every outward good, and bring upon them every
outward evil. Vice replies that this is true, but that it is
not fufficient to make them miferable, unlefs the gives her af-
fiftance ; whereas fhe is able to render them fo without the
afliftance of fortune, and in fpight of all her endeavors to
make them happy.

Tuus heathen philofophers taught mankind, and there
was no need of defending the providence of God againft Zrro,
nor ArrstorLe. ‘The former held, that there was no real
good but virtue. The latter, that health of body, and the
external advantages of fortune, might be reckoned among the
good things of life, but that they were fuch in a degree very
far below thofe that refult from virtue. Happinefs, therefore,
fell folely to the fhare of good men, according to the ftoicians;
or principally to them, according to the peripatetics™: and this
was indeed a noble conteft. Chriftians are far from having
any fach.  If they do not affume that health, and the advan-
tages of fortune, conftitute happinefs folely, they affume that
it is conftituted principally by thefe; fince on the want which
good men have fometimes of thefe they accufe God of in-
juftice.  They pretend to keep an account between God and
man, to barter fo much virtue, or fo many acts of devotion,
againft fo many degrees of honor, of power, of riches; and to
have their picty purchafed by the gratification of their paf-

* Pugnant ftoici cum peripateticis. Alteri negant quidquam effe bonum
nifi quod: honeftum fir.  Alteri plurimum e, et longé longéque plurimum
tribuere honeftati; fed tamen et in corpore, et extra, efle quaecdam bona.

2

Certamen honeftum, et difputatio fplendida, TuLL. de fin. L. 2.

Vor. V. Fff | {ions.
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fions. If God exa@s the duty, he muft pay the price. If he
does not pay it in this life, he muft pay it in another. Till
that time, they give him credit: and if does not pay it then,
he is an unjuft and cruel being. I will crayon out a piGture
on this occafion in imitation of thofe CLeanTHESs ufed to draw
when he difputed againft the partizans of volupty. Let
all good chriftians, to denote their goodnefs and the juftice
of God, be fat and jolly like canons in the Lutrin. Let
them be feated on thrones with diadems on their heads,
fceptres in their hands, and purple robes on their thoulders.
Let the virtues, like fo many cupids in ALeano’s pictures,
run about the landfchape, bufy inthe fervice of their mafters.
Let juftice lead the wicked like flaves with retorted arms,
and down-caft eyes, to their footftools. Let temperance
ferve pyramids of ortolans and brimmers of tockay on their
tables. Let moderation offer, and they receive, facks filled
with gold and filver, and bafkets full of diamonds and rubies.
In the midft, and front, of the piece let the great Lama of the
eaft be placed on an higher throne than the reft, if it be fent
to fome tartarian temple: his younger brother of the weft, if
it be fent to8t. PeTEr’s church at Rome: his grace of Canter-
bury, or my lord of London, if it be {fent to St. Paur’s; and
Luruer, or Cavviy, if it be fent to any other religious af-

{fembly of chriftians in thefe parts of the world.

Havine faid thus much to fhew the general tendency of
virtue to promote the inward and real happinefs of mankind,
in oppofition to divines, and atheifts, who make it confift fo
much in outward enjoyments, that every diminution of thefe,
in the circumftances of every reputed good man, is an inftance
brought in proof of the unjuft difpenfations of providenc; I
proceed to take notice of fome particular inftances that have
been fo brought. They will ferve, I think, to fhew that God

is
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is wife, and man a fool, and that, of all fools; the moft pre-
fumptuous, and, at the fame time, the moft trifling, are meta-
phyfical philofophers and divines.

I ncither deny nor affirm, particular providences. The fup-
pofition of fuch has given occafion to much lying, to much
flattery, to much uncharitablenefs, to much fuperftition, and
enthufiafm. When the votive pi@ures of thofe who had ef-
caped being drowned were fhewn to Diacoras at Samo-
thracia, he afked where the pictures were of thofe who had
perithed at fea? The atheift believed no providence, for he
believed no'God. The priefts would not have been over-
much concerned to convince him of a general providence,
but they would have produced their legends as well as their
relics to prove to him the particular providences by which
their votaries had been faved. I enter here no further into
the difcuffion of this point. But this I fay, that the phyfical
and moral {yftems have no need, like the bungling works and
imperfec inftitutions of men, to be carried on by frequent
interpofitions and partial directions, that they may continue
to anfwer the intent of the maker. The ordinary courfe of
things, preferved and conduéted by a general providence, con-
firms what the law of reafon and of nature teaches us. The
law is not only given, but executed. The authority of the
lawgiver makes it our duty, the fan@ions make it our intereft
to obey the law: and thefe {an&ions have their effe@ fo often,
that they leave no doubt concerning them. ‘They have their
effe& as often as it is neceflary in terrorem. In imitation of
providential government, human government gocs no further:
and yet there are a parcel of little tyrants-who find fault with
the former for going no further. God punifhes to reform, as
far as our nature, and his fcheme, permit. They are angry
that he is not as angry as they are, that every criminal is not

Fffoa2 racked
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racked on the wheel, and that he does not punifh to extermi-
nate. Let us defcend to particular inftances that are urged
againft the juftice of God, in order to prove it, and to con-
firm what has been faid concerning good, and bad, happy,and
unhappy, men.

LIV.

ULLY lies flill open before me, and there I find many

E inftances of this fort produced by Corra with as much
confidence as if they were decifive. - Why did the twoScirios
fall in Spain, and MarceLLus and PavLus in Italy, making
war againft the Carthaginians? Why did Maximus bury his
fon who was of confular dignity? Why was the Aemilian
Scirio not fafe in his own houfe? Why was RurivLius ba-
nithed, Drusus aflaflinated, Scaevora flain at the altar of
VEsTa, and CatuLrus obliged to procure his own death? Why
did Mar1us die in his bed, after a feventh confulthip? Why
were he, and Cinna, Drionvsius the elder, PisisTrarus,
Puavraris, Arrorroporus, and even the aflaflin Varius,
and the highway man Harpavus, fuffered {o long to exercife,
with impunity, their cruelties? The day would be too thort,
indeed, to enumerate inftances of any kind in this declamatory,
loofe, and inconclufive manner*. It is not unlike the
proceeding of certain great {cholars, who crowd their text
and their margin with a multitude of names, which ftand as
vouchers of the fadts or opinions they advance, and impofe
often on the unwary who will not, and the ignorant who can-
not, examine for themfelves; whilft they, who will and can

* Dies deficiat fi velim numerare quibus bonis malé evenerit; nec minus,
fi commemorem quibus improbis optimé,

examine,
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