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404 FRAGMENTSor MINUTES

racked on the wheel, and that he does not punifh to extermi-
nate. Let us defcend to particular inftances that are urged
againft the juftice of God, in order to prove it, and to con-
firm what has been faid concerning good, and bad, happy,and
unhappy, men.

LIV.

ULLY lies flill open before me, and there I find many

E inftances of this fort produced by Corra with as much
confidence as if they were decifive. - Why did the twoScirios
fall in Spain, and MarceLLus and PavLus in Italy, making
war againft the Carthaginians? Why did Maximus bury his
fon who was of confular dignity? Why was the Aemilian
Scirio not fafe in his own houfe? Why was RurivLius ba-
nithed, Drusus aflaflinated, Scaevora flain at the altar of
VEsTa, and CatuLrus obliged to procure his own death? Why
did Mar1us die in his bed, after a feventh confulthip? Why
were he, and Cinna, Drionvsius the elder, PisisTrarus,
Puavraris, Arrorroporus, and even the aflaflin Varius,
and the highway man Harpavus, fuffered {o long to exercife,
with impunity, their cruelties? The day would be too thort,
indeed, to enumerate inftances of any kind in this declamatory,
loofe, and inconclufive manner*. It is not unlike the
proceeding of certain great {cholars, who crowd their text
and their margin with a multitude of names, which ftand as
vouchers of the fadts or opinions they advance, and impofe
often on the unwary who will not, and the ignorant who can-
not, examine for themfelves; whilft they, who will and can

* Dies deficiat fi velim numerare quibus bonis malé evenerit; nec minus,
fi commemorem quibus improbis optimé,

examine,
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examine, difcover thefe pretended vouchers to be fometimes
of no authority, fometimes of neither and fometimes of the
contrary fide. I could point out fignal examples of this fort
in the writings of admired authors: and we might have feen
{fome fuch, perhaps, on this occafion, if Crcero had made
Barsus reply to CorTa, as he makes him lay in a claim to

do, with no {mall confidence.

I regret the want of this reply much more on account of
fa&s, than arguments; for the ftoics were great logicians, and
pitiful reafoners. Their whole philofophy was little more
than a perpetual play with words: and, on this occafion for
inftance, to have replied in character, Barzus muft have in-
fifted that pain is not an evil, as Posiponius did, when he
roared out in a fit of the gout®. He might have owned it
‘to be fomething rough, abhorrent to nature, difficult to be
borne, melancholy and hard.  He might have applied the
definition of evil to the fenfation of pain, but muft not have
called it by that name, becaufe the portic had decreed that
there is no evil but in vice, nor any good but in virtue. No
matter. He would have fet very probably the fads, which
Corra quoted, in a different light, and would have fhewn
by a fuller and more accurate ftate of them, that they were
infufficient to his purpofe. It is very probable, he would have
done this, fince we have good reafon, even at this time, to
doubt the exa& truth of fome of thefe anecdotes, and to
fufpect both prejudice, and partiality, in the charaéters.

* Concludunt ratiunculis fteici cur non fit malum; quafi de verbo, non
de re, laboretur. - - - - Afperum eft, contra naturam, difficile perpefli,
trifte, durum. Haec copia verborum eft; quod omnes uno verbo malum
appellamus, id tot modis poflfe dicere. Definis tu mihi, non tollis dolorem.
Tuse, Difp. Lie,
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I know not, whether Barzus would have called in que-
ftion the flory of Recurus* It was probably fabulous, in
many circumftances at leaft, and there were thofe among the
Romans who thought it to be fo. But it ferved to blacken
the Carthaginians, to whom they bore an immortal hatred,
and popular prejudice kept it in credit at Rome : as we fee
that many falle traditions about the Saracens and Turks have
been kept up for feveral ages, and are fo fhill, notwithftanding
the detection of them, in chriftian nations. Their poets, and
their orators, fancified the tale for the honor of the Roman
name, as the moft illuftrious inftance of magnanimity, forti-
tude, and a religious attachment to engagements taken even
with an enemy, that was ever given. Barsus then might
have rejeGted the ftory ; or, taking it for true, he might have
infifted, that it furnithed an example of human virtue, but
none of divine injuftice. He might have made Recurus a
voluntary martyr, as Sexgca makes the philofopher Dioc-
NEs a confeflor of natural religion.

One of thefe ftoicians might have anticipated the anfwers
which the other of them gave to fuch examples, as that of
RuTirius, who was banifhed, or that of Maximus, who loft
a fon arrived to confular honors. He would have faid of fuch
men as thefe, that they were unfortunate, but not unhappy,
that they were moved, but not overcome *. He might have
pufhed his argument againft Corra further, on the principles
of the portic. He might have maintained, that the misfor-
tunes of fome good men are defigned as leffons to all by pro-
vidence, in whofe difpenfations more regard is had to man-

* Vid. Av. GeLriom, ' :
1T - - - Sentit illa, fed vincit. Sew. de Provid.

kind,
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kind, than to particular men+. In general, we place happinefs
and unhappinefs very blindly, and very falfely. Providence
endeavors to open our eyes, when things, that we efteem evils,
happen to the good.  But we pervert the argument. Inftead
of concluding, that fuch things are not real evils, we hearken
to the prejudices of imagination ; we believe, and, by believing,
we make them fuch, and then we accufe this very providence
of injuftice. Even the privation of an imaginary good is
eftcemed a pofitive evil, the want of riches for inftance. The
man of Ross was envied by none. Cuarrres and WaLTERs,
whom you have rendered immortal, were envied by many. This
folly prevails fo far, that men have imagined the Supreme
Being beft pleafed, when his temples have glittered with gold
and filver.  If you was of this opinion as moft of your com-
munion are, and thought God more honored on this account
at St. PETERs, than at 8t. Paur’s, I would quote to you thefe
verfes :
- = = - Jupiter Ammon

Pauper adhuc Deus eft, nullis violata per aevumn

Divitiis delubra tenens, morumque priorum

Numen Romano’templum defendit ab auro™®.

Tur examples of thofe good citizens of Rome, who came
to untimely ends, would not have embarafied our ftoician.
He would have afked his antagonift, what pretence could be
found to accufe providence of injuftice, becaufe men who
waged war were fometimes killed, or becaufe men who
mingled in civil contefts were expofed to the mutual refent-
ments of exafperated parties? He would have afked, who
could determine when it was beft for him to dje? Prolonga-

F=-men Pro univerfis, quorum major diis cura eft, gquam fingulo-
rum. Ib.

* Lacr. L
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tion of days delivers men over, very often, to mifery they would
have efcaped if they had died {ooner, and changes the whole
color of their lives : fo that the good or evil that remains in
ftore for us, at any age, being uncertain, we can neither pro-
nounce a man unhappy becaufe he dies, nor happy before
he dies.  Soron™ taught this apothegm to Crorsus, who
lived to fee it verified in his own cale, and to reverence that
wifdom, when he was the captive of Cyrus, to which he had
paid lictle regard, while he fate on the throne of Lypia.
Rome, who made all the nations from the Euphrates to the
wefltern ocean tremble, trembled herfelf, when Pomery fell
fick at Naples. Pompry recovered. ¢ Multae urbes et publi-
¢ ca vota vicerunt.” But he recovered only to wage the civil
war with his father-in-law, to take arms without being pre-
pared to take them, to abandon Italy, to be beaten in Greece,
and to be murdered, by fervile hands, in Aegypt+. Such a
fubje& as Pomrey, of fuch a common-wealth as the Roman,
may be paired with the greateft princes. =~ Let me mention,

b‘ -
therefore, the late king of France, on this occafion and to the

fame purpofe. He hﬁd pafled more than forty years in the
greateft profperity, when Cuarres the fecond of Spain died.
Had he died at the fame time, when that rich fucceflion came
into his family, his death would have been thought the more
deplorable on this very account. He lived; he outlived his
glory, his power, and if I may fay {o, almoft his pofterity.
It might have been faid of him: ¢ - - renovata femper clade
““ domus, multis in lu@ibus, inque perpetuo moerore, ct
“ nigra vefte fenefcit.”

----- Dicique beatum
Ante obitum nemo fupremaque funera debet.

TR Non enim cum Socero bellum gefliffet, non imparatus arma
fumpfiffet, etc. Twuse, Difp, L. 2.

Barsus
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Barsus would have thewn that the examples brought of
profperous iniquity were neither more juft, nor more appli-
cable, than thofe of the mifery of good men. If he had al-
lowed that Marius had the happinefs, fuch an one as it is,
of dying in his bed like his rival Svrra, who took the appel-
lation of happy very oftentatioufly and very injuftly, yet he
would net have allowed this other man of blood the fame ap-
pellation. Notwithftanding his elevation from the plough,
which he followed for hire, to the higheft dignities of the
common-wealth™*, notwithftanding his victories and triumphs,
it would be difficult to find in the Roman or any other hiftory
a man whofe crimes were more conftantly punifhed, or whofe
life was a feries of more mifery. Befides his bodily infirmi-
ties, befides the

Exilium, et carcer, minturnarumque paludes,
Et mendicatus victd Carthagine panis,

he was toffed in all the ftorms he raifed. His blood was every
moment ready to flow, and the vicorious fword of Svrra
hung over his head. The various fcenes of mifery, through
which he made others go, were revenged by thofe through
which he went himfelf. There is a lively defcription of both
in the fecond book of the Pharfalia +: and if we read his life,
we fhall incline to think that profperit}f was meafured out to
him for the punifhment of others, and mifery, in proportion,
for his own, the executionerand the victim, alternately, of di-
vine juftice.

® Solebat

Pofcere mercedes alieno laffus aratro.  Juv.
4+ S - - = Omnia paflo,

Quae pejor fortuna poteft, atque omnibus ufo
Quae melior.

Vor. V. Ggg Non
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Non ille favore

Numinis ingenti fuperum protectus ab iri,

Vir ferus, et Romam cupienti perdere fato

Sufficiens.
If he lived to a greater age than his brother and his fon; it
was in order to make him more miferable, as he had been
more criminal, than they. But even they refembled him in
mifery, as they had refembled him in cruelty. His brother
was put to a painful death at the tomb of Carucrus, and his
fon fell on his fword in defpair. Let me make another ob-
fervation. Marius laid the foundations of his fortune on his
ingratitude and treachery to MeTELLUS, whofe lieutenant-ge-
neral he had been in the jugurthine war. Syria had been
quaeﬁor to Marius in the fame war. Svira ruined his party,
defeated his defigns, and fcattered his afhes in the rlvcr-i-
Surely CorTa, when he accufed the juftice of God for giving
profperity to Wicked men, could not have produced a more
glaring proof of the contrary.

He was not more lucky in other examples of the fame fort.
Our floician would have oppofed to him,for inftance, the dif-
ferent accounts of authors concerning the elder Dionvsius,
fome of whom related how this tyrant had been tormented by
the furies, and had perithed by the treachery of his own fa-
mily, whilft all of them concurred in reprefenting his whole
life to have been a ftate of mifery. What, indeed, could be
more miferable than the perpetual terror and univerfal diftruft,
wherein he paffed his days? Prurarca relates, and Barzus
might know long before PLurarcu wrote, that this wretched
man dared not truft any barber to fthave him; that no one,

+ Erutos cineres in Anienis alveum I'P:u'ﬁr. Van. Max. L.g. C.2,

not
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not his brother, not his fon was fuffered to come into his
apartment, till he had been ftripped and fearched, and had
changed his cloaths, and that the tyrant owned himfelf afraid
even of the beft of his friends: fo that if he reigned eight and
thirty years,. as CorTa fays, he was eight and thirty years
miferable. A noble inftance truly of the profperity of the
wicked |

Our ftoician would have thewn, perhaps, that the example
of PisisTraTus was not pertinent. He ufed violence to
gain, and, more than once, to regain, the {fupreme power at
Athens, as Gero and Hiero did in Sicily, as others ufed it
againft him, and as it muft always happen when parties con-
tend for power. But when he had got this power, he ufed it
well, like thofe Sicilian princes: and tho hewas called a tyrant,
in the bad fenfe of the word, by the party oppoled to him, yet
he (hewed the licentious Greeks how much a limited monar-
chy, for he limited his by the laws and advice of SorLoN, was
preferable to one of their turbulent and tyrannical democra-
cies. Puararis was a monfter in cruelty ; but the people of
Agrigentum roalted him in his own bull, after he had roafted
the maker of it: and the Orchomenians took a fevere ven-
geance on APOLLODORUS. The fame would have been ob-
ferved to have happened to other tyrants among the Greeks,
to Cinna among the Romans, and to other inferior villains
fuch as Varius, who ftabbed Drusus and poifoned MeTEL-
Lus, fuch as Harrarus, whofe long fuccefs in robbery bore
teftimony againft the gods, as DioGenEs the Cynic who
barked againft them, and whom Corra condefcends to quote,
prefumed to fay.

Bur the Pontiff would not have been filenced by thefc
anfwers, He had a reply ready. Prohiberi melius fuit i

G_ g g 2 =
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‘¢ pedirique.” It had been better in the gods to hinder thefe
men from doing fo much mifchief, than to leave them to ven-
geance afterwards. Now I think that Barsus would have
treated this reply as a merc evafion, grounded on a falf {up-
pofition, and, even with that help, infufficient. The men
{poken of, would he have faid, are far from enjoying inward
happinefs, whatever outward profperity may attend the
courfe of their wicked lives. They live in danger, in fear,
and in perpetual anguifh of mind. Their punifhment, there-
fore, is not deferred: and if they are fuffered long to punith
others, they are minifters and proofs at the fame time of that
divine juftice which I defend. Their profperity ferves to this
very purpofe. A Dionvstus, or a CinnNa, orany other in-

uman tyrant is to be looked upon like one of thofe mon-
fters which the poets feigned. Like a minotaure fed with hu-
man fleth, or fuch a boar as executed Diana’s vengeance in
Actolia. Bolts of deftroying thunder go out of their mouths*,
Their very breath featters defolation around. When the
monfler has infli¢ted the punithment he was fent to inflict,
when the meafure of his iniquity, and of God’s juftice, is fil-
led, a THESEUS or a MELEAGER is raifed up, and he pe-

rithes.

THis is the general courfe of things which infinite wifdom
has conftituted, and the examples of the few who fuffer ne-
ceffarily, tho occafionally according to it, are fufficient to
give 2 warning to all men that they are inexcufable if they
do not take, Corra, who exercifes greater injuftice towards
God than any of the tyrants he quotes did towards men, is
much {candalized that thofe two eyes of the mediterranean

* -~ Ultorem fpreta per agros mifit aprum.

Fulmen ab ore venit, frondes afflaribus ardent. Ovip, Metam. L. 8.

coaft
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coaft, Corinth and Carthage, were put out. CriroraUs violated
the refpect that was due to the Roman legates. ASDRUBAL
ufed much cruelty tothe Roman captives. Thele were the im-
mediate caufes of the ruin of thofe two republics, and Mem-
Mius and Scirio were the inftruments of pride, of ambition,
and of infatiable refentment. God could have prevented
thefe deftrutions no doubt ¢ fubvenire certe potuit et con-
¢t fervare urbes tantas atque tales”. But how did the Pontiff
know that Memumius and Scirio were not inftruments of
the juftice of providence, as well as of Roman policy and pai-
fion? The worft men, and the romans were none of the beft,
are employed to punifh the worft. None {o fit for the tafk.
They are the inftruments, and in their turns the examples of
divine juftice. The wealth, the {plendor, the magnificence
of Corinth were great ; but Corinth was a fink of iniquity.
Carthage was a great and powerful ftate ; but the Carthagi-
nians were a faithlefs, faéious, and cruel people. Might not
thefe be the remote and true caufes, whatever the immediate
and apparent were, of their deftru@tion? Was God obliged to
fave them by an extraordinary interpofition againft the or-
dinary courfe of his providence, becaufe their neighbours ad-
mired or feared them? The Romans had no advantage in real
virtue over the Carthaginians, tho they had it greatly in policy,
order, difcipline, and a certain enthufiaftic zeal for the gran-
deur of their empire, and the glory of the Roman name. If
we had Puinistus or any of the Carthaginian hiftorians in
our hands, we fthould fee very evidently what we may collect
from thofe of Rome, that romana fides was or deferved to be
a proverbial term of reproach fin Afric as much as punica
fides in Italy. Let us take then occafion to adore the wil-
dom and juftice of divine providence from an example brought
in oppofition to the latter. The romans deftroyed Carthage
and, by her deftru&ion, prepared the way to their own. fl\t

the
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the very time when CorTa lamented that of Corinth and
Carthage, that of Rome was coming on; for the lofs of her
liberty was conneéted with that of her empire by a fcarce in-
terrupted fucceflion of tyrants. Under thefe fhe lay, as it
were on the rack, and died a lingering and painful death.

LV.

E N aflerting the juftice of providence, Ichufe rather to infift
on the conftant, vifible, and undeniable courfe of a gene-
ral providence which is {ufficient for the purpole, than to af-
fume a difpenfation of particular providences. The atheift,
who aflumes that there ought to be fuch, complains that
they are wanting,. The theift; who admits that there are
fuch, complains that they are infufhicient. The former draws
from what he affumes a pretence to cavil. The latter only
grows inconfiftent; for I would afk him if there are any fuch
providences, why not more? He admits enough to break
through and overturn the natural order and conftitution of the
the phyfical and moral {yftem. How comes it to pafs that
there are not enough to ftop his mouth when he complains of
the milery of man and the injuftice of providence? The truth
is that we have not in philofophical fpeculation, in any hif-
tory except that of the Bible, nor in our own experience, fuf-
ficient grounds to eftablith the do@rine of particular provi-
dences, and to reconcile it to that of a general providence,
which continues, and dire@s the courfe of things in the ma-
terial and intelle@ual fyftems, as thefe fyftems were originally
conflituted by the author of nature, They who have at-
tempted to do this by {hewing with great, and, as I think,
with too much {ubtilty of witand licence of imagination, in what
cafles, how far, and in what manner, God may aé by particu-

3 i - g
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