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414 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

the very time when CorTa lamented that of Corinth and
Carthage, that of Rome was coming on; for the lofs of her
liberty was conneéted with that of her empire by a fcarce in-
terrupted fucceflion of tyrants. Under thefe fhe lay, as it
were on the rack, and died a lingering and painful death.

LV.

E N aflerting the juftice of providence, Ichufe rather to infift
on the conftant, vifible, and undeniable courfe of a gene-
ral providence which is {ufficient for the purpole, than to af-
fume a difpenfation of particular providences. The atheift,
who aflumes that there ought to be fuch, complains that
they are wanting,. The theift; who admits that there are
fuch, complains that they are infufhicient. The former draws
from what he affumes a pretence to cavil. The latter only
grows inconfiftent; for I would afk him if there are any fuch
providences, why not more? He admits enough to break
through and overturn the natural order and conftitution of the
the phyfical and moral {yftem. How comes it to pafs that
there are not enough to ftop his mouth when he complains of
the milery of man and the injuftice of providence? The truth
is that we have not in philofophical fpeculation, in any hif-
tory except that of the Bible, nor in our own experience, fuf-
ficient grounds to eftablith the do@rine of particular provi-
dences, and to reconcile it to that of a general providence,
which continues, and dire@s the courfe of things in the ma-
terial and intelle@ual fyftems, as thefe fyftems were originally
conflituted by the author of nature, They who have at-
tempted to do this by {hewing with great, and, as I think,
with too much {ubtilty of witand licence of imagination, in what
cafles, how far, and in what manner, God may aé by particu-
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lar and occafional interpofitions, confiftently with the preferva-
tion of that general order of caufes and eftects which he has
conftituted, feem to me quite unintelligible. It is impof-
fible to conceive that the courfe of the fun,or the double revo-
lution of the earth, fhould be fufpended or altered by a tempo-
rary, nay, a momentary interpofition of fome particular pro-
vidence, or that any thing worthy of fuch an interpofition
thould happen in the material world, without violating the
mechanical conftitution of it, and the natural order of caufes
and effeds in it.  As little is it poffible to conceive {uch occa-
fional interpofitions in the intellectu al {yftem as fhall give new
thoughts and new difpofitions to the minds of men, and in
confequence new determinations to their wills, without al-
tering in every {uch inftance the ordinary and natural progre{-
fion of human underftanding, nor without refuming that free-
dom of will, which every man is confcious that he has, tho
fome are abfurd enough to deny it, and to oppofe metaphyfi-
cal dreams to intuitive knowledge. I confefs, that I compre-
hend as little the metaphyfical, as the phyfical, impulfe of {pi-
rits4, and that the words fuggeftion, filent communication,
fudden influence, influx, or injecion of ideas, give me no
determinate, clear and diftiné ideas, nor even;as I fufpe&,
to the perfons who talk of them the moft, and build fo
much upon them.

To acknowledge the fatum of antient philofophers, to hold
with the mahometans an abfolute predeftination of all events,
with Srivoza and Canvin the neceffity of all our aions, or
with Leisnitz his whimly of a pre-eftabli(bed harmony,
would be fomewhat almoft as mad, as to take the true hiftory
of Lucian for fuch. On the other hand it would be abfurd,

4 Relig. of Nat. delineated, et alibi.
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and impious both to affert with Ertcurus, that the world
was made by a fortuitous concourfe of atoms, and that, as it
was made {o, it is governed by chance, without any know-
ledge, without any rule, without any providence. The truth
lies between thefe extremes. The world is governed by laws,
which the Creator impofed on the phyfical and moral fyftems,
when he willed them into exiftence, which make a part of
them, which muft be in force as long as they laft, and an
change in which would be a change of the fyffems themfelves.
Thefe laws are invariable, but they are general: and from this
generality what we call contingeney arifes.  The laws of mat-
ter and motion, thofe which we know and thofe which have
not been yet difcovered, are fixed, no doubt. But within
the latitude which they allow, tho nothing happens which is
repugnant to them, many things happen which fecem fo to us.
Plaftic, or fathioning nature, produces fometimes monfters, and
all material beings as they partake of the good, partake of the
evil, which matter and motion caufe ; for it would be trifling
to object the affumed exiftence of beings, material indeed like
the faints in heaven, if thofe glorified bodies are material, ac-
cording to our idea of matter, but exifting in {yftems that are
not liable to the fame inconveniencies or evils that arife from
matter and motion, fuch as pain, ficknefs, or death, for in-
ftance, which our {yftem is. There is no need of any great fa-
gacity to perceive that the cafe is much the fame in the moral
world ; nay that it is more liable to contingency than the natural.
The moral world is fubjec to the law of right reafon, fixed,
invariable, promulgated in the very nature of things, and
enforced by the fan&ions of rewards and punifhments, which
tollow often the obfervation or the breach of it. But then,
inftead of two principles, whereof one is‘adive, and the other
paffive only, as in the other cafe, there are in this two active
principles tho one be flower than the other, reafon and
paflion.
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paffion. Both ncceffary in the human ftate. Both ufeful
when reafon, both hurtful when paflion governs. Between
both ftands the freedom of our will which can determine
either way, and from this conftitution arifes all that mixture
of moral good and evil that we feec and fecl.

As little as the atheift and the divine approve the natural
and moral conflitution of the world, they are unable to fhew
how it might be altered in any particular inftance, except for
the worfe upon the whole; and, therefore, they muft be re-
duced at laft to affert, that goodnefs and juftice require the
whole fhould be altered, as they required originally that
there thould have been no fuch fyftem made. In the firft light
they deferve to be treated like froward childern, who com-
plain, and with, and know neither what they want, nor what
they defire. In the fecond, they deferve to be treated like
patients, proper for do&tor Moxrog, and to be put under his
care. Nothing lefs than metaphyfics could have turned fo
many good heads. Common fenfe and common obfervation
would have hindered them from affuming, on the faith of this
fantaftical fcience, that God made the world for the fake of
man; and man for this reafon alone, that he might communi-
cate happinefs to his creature : which two {uppofitions are af-
firmed or implied in all their arguments, and thus a large field
of complaint is opened to them. Without thefe they would
have had no pretence to criticife the works of God, nor the
difpenfations of his providence, to upbraid his goodnefs, nor
to cenfure his juftice. On the contrary they would have
found reafon to admire, thankfully and fubmiflively, that fu-
preme wifdom, which has provided {o amply, by a few gene-
ral laws, for the well-being of all his creatures. But it is with
this very inftance of fupreme wifdom, that they find fault. Ge-
neral laws, under the directionof a general providence, do not

Vor. V. Hhh provide
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provide fufficiently for human happinefs, according to them;
and their notions of human importance are wound up fo high
that they think there ought to be as many providences as men,
on which notion guardian-angels, and genii, and dacmons
were introduced, and are hardly yet exploded: or elfe that
the immediate providence of God fhould be attentive to all
the wants and prayers of men, tho the wants are often imagi-
nary, and the prayers impertinent, and fhould be ready on
every occafion to proteét and reward the good, to punifh and
reclaim the wicked. -

Evzry religion boafts of many inftances, wherein the di-
vine providence has been thus exercifed. We need go no
further than our own ccclefiaftical hiftorians, and other chri-
fian writers to find them. The moft common events are re-
prefented by exageration and declamation to have been extra-
ordinary interpofitions of the hand of God. Nay, at this time,
there is many an old woman who thinks herfelf as important
as your and Gay’s parith clerk, and is ready to relate with
much {piritual pride the particular providences that have at-
tended her and her’s. Thus then the matter ftands. The
fame perfons, who have contributed to eftablifh this belief,
have propagated, and continue to propagate an opinion, that
the Supreme Being deals unjuftly with mankind in this life,
becaufe the interpofitions of his providence are not as frequent
as they judge that they ought to be. I fay as frequent, for
where they affume thathe does interpofe, they dare not fay he
interpofes unjuftly. Crarke complains®, that there are not
in ‘many ages plain evidences enough of the interpofition of
divine providence to convince men of the wildom any more

than of the juftice and goodnefs of God. They rcalon like

® Evid. p. 142,

CotTa,
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Corrat, they are difpleafed at the few particular inftances
of this care ; few as theyconceive with refpect to all the proper
obje&@s of it: and fince he takes it in fo few inftances, his
juftice is no more acquitted at their tribunal than if he took
it in none.  Thisbelief and this opinion do not hang very well
together in reafon, but they may do fo in religious policy.
To keep up a belief of particular providences ferves to keep
up a belief not only of the eflicacy of prayer, and of the inter-
ceflion of faints in heaven, as well as of the church on €arth,.
but of the feveral rites of external devotion; and to keep up
a belief that they are few, and that the providence of God, as
it is exercifed in ‘this world, is therefore on the whole unjuft,
ferves to keep up a belief of another world, wherein all that
is amifs here, fhall be fet right. The miniftry of a clergy is
thought neceflary on both thefe accounts by all: and there are
few, who fee how difficult it is to make the two docirines;
which thefe reverend perfons maintain, appear in any tolerable
manner confiftent. ‘On the whole, tho there is little credit
to be given to all’that lying legends, fufpicious traditions, and
idle rumors have reported, concerning particular aéts of pro-
vidence, wrought on particular occafions, and direted mani-
feftly by an immediate exercife of the divine power to the ad-
vantage of fome, and to the detriment of others, yet will I
not prefume to deny, that there have been any fuch, This1{
will fay only, that if any fuch have been, they muft have
been fuch as might happen fometimes in the ordinary courfe
of a general providence. They could mot be fuch as mutft
have violated the laws of nature in their producion. Nothing
ean be lefs reconcileable ‘to the notion of an all-perfect Being
than the imagination that he undoes by his power in parti-

+ - - - - Non placet autem paacis a diis immortalibus effe confultum ;
fequitur ergo ut nemini confultum fit.
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cular cafes what his wifdom, to whom nothing is future, once
thought fufficient to be eftablithed for all cafes. The effecs,
therefore, that are affumed of particular providences are either
falfe, or they are undiftinguifhable from thofe of a general
providence, and become particular by nothing more than the
application which vain fuperftition or pious fraud makes of
them. It is as eafy to attack, and it is as eafy to defend the
juttice of God on one hypothefis as on the other. But fince
onc is fupported by equivocal and doubtful, and the other
by unqueftionable fadts, I fhall borrow no help from the for-
mer, I fhall fuppofe them not to have been, and fhall reft
the caufe of God on the latter which are likewife the moft
proper to be urged againft the atheifts.

LV

LET us confider how it appears by the objections thefe
difficult perfons make that we, and the fyftem we in-
habit, thould have been framed to fatisfy them, and to antici-
pate their cavils; after which it will be proper to confider,
turther how it is framed, and to compare God’s plan with
theirs. Phyfical nature then fhould have been fo conflituted
that the whole world might have been one paradife, neither"
fcorched by the fun, nor pinched by the cold, nor ruffled by
tempefts. Men fhould have enjoyed in it every natural good,
have been {fubje& to no matural evil, no not to death which
they deem to be the greateft of evils. Moral nature fhould
have been fo conftituted that every man might be neceffarily
determined to all the obligations of morality, that he might
be good as PaTercuLus fays of CaTo*, becaufe he could not

* Quia aliter effe non potuit,
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