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420 FRAGMENTS ot MINUTES

cular cafes what his wifdom, to whom nothing is future, once
thought fufficient to be eftablithed for all cafes. The effecs,
therefore, that are affumed of particular providences are either
falfe, or they are undiftinguifhable from thofe of a general
providence, and become particular by nothing more than the
application which vain fuperftition or pious fraud makes of
them. It is as eafy to attack, and it is as eafy to defend the
juttice of God on one hypothefis as on the other. But fince
onc is fupported by equivocal and doubtful, and the other
by unqueftionable fadts, I fhall borrow no help from the for-
mer, I fhall fuppofe them not to have been, and fhall reft
the caufe of God on the latter which are likewife the moft
proper to be urged againft the atheifts.

LV

LET us confider how it appears by the objections thefe
difficult perfons make that we, and the fyftem we in-
habit, thould have been framed to fatisfy them, and to antici-
pate their cavils; after which it will be proper to confider,
turther how it is framed, and to compare God’s plan with
theirs. Phyfical nature then fhould have been fo conflituted
that the whole world might have been one paradife, neither"
fcorched by the fun, nor pinched by the cold, nor ruffled by
tempefts. Men fhould have enjoyed in it every natural good,
have been {fubje& to no matural evil, no not to death which
they deem to be the greateft of evils. Moral nature fhould
have been fo conftituted that every man might be neceffarily
determined to all the obligations of morality, that he might
be good as PaTercuLus fays of CaTo*, becaufe he could not

* Quia aliter effe non potuit,

be
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be otherwife. He thould have been impeccable as well as in-
vulnerable. No matter how all this would have unconne&ed
the univerfe, and have broke the harmony, and the confent of
it’s parts, in which we fee that the planets of our folar {yftem
ad& on one another, that the fun aés on all of them, and that
for ought we can tell the feveral folar {yftems that compofe the
univerfe a& on one another likewife. No matter how all
this would have accorded with a gradation of fenfe and intel-
le¢t; how fenfes lefs imperfet would have broke that propor-
tion between them and their obje@ which is neceffary to make
them ufeful in human life; how fuperior faculties of the mind
would have broke that fcale of intelligence which rifes up to
man in this animal fyftem; which may rife up from him in
other {yftems in an higher proportion, and which one of thefe
allies, the divine, allows to do fo in other created Beings. No
matter for fuch confiderations as thefe. Inftead of conclud-
ing from the want of all thefe advantages, which they efteem
to be due to them, that man is not {o noble a creature as they
have reprefented him to themfelves, they conclude that be-
caufe he wants them God is unjuft. Jult fo they concluded
from their indeterminable notions of divine goodnefs, and of
divine love, that the world was made for man, and man not
to be moderately but immoderately happy in it; inftead of
concluding the very contrary from their determinate idea of
wifdom which has not proportioned any means to thefe ends,
in making the world and man.

Bur the dogmatical perfons who affume {6 much, and
prove commonly: o little, do not only proceed on groundlefs
principles.  They fhift and vary their principles of realon-

ing as_different occafions require, which is a practife, much .

ufed, ayowed, and approved by antient fathers, and which
makes it rather tedious than hard very often to retute their

{uc-
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fucceflors. In the prefent argument for inftance, many of
their complaints and objections are levélled at the whole
{cheme and order of things both phyfical and ‘moral.  The
mean nothing, or they mean that the whole fhould have been
differently conftituted,and in the manner I have hinted to have
been reconcileable to the goodnefs andjuftice of God. But they
grow lefs fevere in their ‘criticifms, and lefs exorbitant §n
their demands at other times, and feem to think that the di
vine attributes might have been faved even in the prefent
conftitution of phyfical and moral nature, if by continual in-
terpofitions of providence every good man had been protected
from evils of both kinds, whiift every ill man was expofed to
them all; if the office of the angels f’candi_ng before the throne
of God * and miniftring to ‘the favorites of God, ‘that is, to
the cle&, had been more ‘extended and more regularly per-
formed. This may be looked upon as a fort of compofi-
tion into which they are driven by the extravagance of the
other hypothefis, and by the abfurd concequences that flow
from it.

Ir the divine attributes had required that there fhould have
been no fuch thing as phyfical or moral evil, man would
have been vifibly the final caufe of 2 world made folely for his
ufe, and to be the fcene of his happinefs. ~ This world would
have been vifibly the final caufe of the utiverfe. All the
planets would have rolled in fubfurviency to ours, and the
fixed ftars themfelves would have ferved to no other purpofe
than to twinkle by night, to ador our canopy, and to pleafe
our eyes. But this hypothefis appearing too extravagant to
be infifted upon in it’s whole extent, one part of it has been
laid afide, and one retained. No one will affirm in terms,

* ¥id. Dan. C. 7.
2 I think,
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I think, at this time, that our world is the final caufe of the
univerfe. But many will affirm that man is by the goodnefs
of God the final caufe of the world he inhabits; and, there-
fore, if phyfical evil is infeparable from phyfical natyre, and
moral evil from moral nature, by the neceflary relations of
things, or by the general fcheme which infinite wifdom has
eftablithed, the confiftency of the divine attributes required
that fomething more than we obferve thould have been done,
to make the firft defign. of God in the creation of this world
and of man effe®ual. His goodnefs required at leaft, that the
general ftate of mankind fhould not be as miferable as it is in
a world made for the fake of mankind. Flis juttice required
moft certainly, that they who feek the perfection of their na-
ture, and the happinefs of their kind in virtue, thould be dif-
tinguithed from thofe who deprave their own nature, pervert
the order of things, and hinder virtue from having it’s due ef-
fe&.. What could not be effe@ed by a general providence,
acting by general laws, might have been effected by particular
providences adting on every occafion, according to the merit
or demerit of every rational creature. But this has not been
done, and fuch providences are fo rare, that there is far lefs
virtue than vice to be found, and that the former is, for the
moft part, unhappy, and the latter profperous in this world..
The juftice of God is, therefore, juftly condemned, unlefs
there is another. Let us make a few refleGions, that will fhew
how ill this charge is laid, and how ill, if it was better laid,
the expedient of another life would ferve to fet right the pre-

tended irregularities of this world, and to jultify the pro-
vidence of God.

LVIIL,
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