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424 FRAGMENTSo MINUTES

LVII.

O fuppofe a conftant feries of particular interpofitions

from above, neceflary to this purpofe, feems to my ap-
prehenfion little lefs abfurd than to {fuppofe the neceflity of a
perpetual and univerfal theocracy, and to complain that fuch
a government of the world has not been eftablithed, is as filly
as it would be to complain that the golden age of the poets is
ended, or that the millenary year of the Apocalypfe is not be-
gun, If all men had been determined neceflarily to virtue,
there would have been certainly no moral evil, nor probably
any more phyfical than there was in paradife, or than there
will be in the new Jerufalem. But there would have been no
merit neither, nor properly {peaking any fuch thing as virtue.
Our moral obligations arife from that nature, which God willed
we fhould have. They muft continue as long as this nature
exifts, thatis, as long as there are men: and fo long what-
ever promotes, the happinefs of the kind will be virtue at leaft
in one {enfe, and whatever tends to the deftruction of it will be
vice in every fenfe. Vice and virtue muft take their deno-
minations not only from their effeé&s, but from their motives.
Actions of the firft fort muft have always a bad motive as
well as a bad effe&, and muft, therefore, be always attended
with demerit. But acions of the fecond or mere innocence
may have no moral motive at all, nor confequently any true
merit, as in the cale of an abfolute and natural determination;
or they may have motives, which render them rather ap-
pearances of virtue than really virtuous, and deprive them in
a {triét fenfe of all merit, as in the cafe of particular and oc-
calional determinations of the will wrought by immediate
interpofitions of the divine power, whether acing filently
within, or fenfibly without. Our inconfiftent academician
confefles
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confefles thus much in the very breath, in which he affirms
that mankind fhould have been determined, fome way or other,
by the gods to virtue. Nay, he afferts even more than is true ;
for tho we owe the pra&ice of virtue to ourfelves, to our own
eletions, and to our own free-will, in which all the merit we
can h;we confifts, yet we owe to God the means of knowing,
and of pradifing it*

Ir all men had been orirrimll} and ncceﬁlri]y determined,
by the conftitution of their nature, to virtue, according to
Corra’s firft propoﬁtlon and had, therefore, been able to
"u:qunt, no more merit in doing virtuous aé’uons than thcy ac-
quire in diml\mc, when they are thirfty, or in gratifying any
natural appetite, what a curious fyftem might fome philofo-
pher of the {chool of Poramo have made by joining the gods
of Ericurus to the men of Corra? Slim, taper, rmn{'puuu
beings in heaven, indolent and una&ivet : a fucceflion of
m’tchmcs on earth, wound up to go a certain time, to con-
tinue certain motions, and to ftrike at certain moments, ac-
cording to their predeftination, or the pre-eftablifhed harmo-
ny of their fyftem. But,in good carneft, is a fyftem of parti-
cular providences in which the Supreme Being, or the angels,
like his minifters to reward, and his executioners to punifh,
are conftantly employed in the affairs of mankind, much more
reafonable? Would the juftice of God be more manifeft in fuch
a ftate of things, than in the prefent? I fee no room for merit
on the part of man, nor for juftice on the part of God, in {fuch

* Virtutem nemo unquam acceptam deo retulit. Nimirum recté. Prop-
ter virtutem enim jure laudamur, et m virtute re@é gloriamur. Quod non
contingeret; {i id donum a deo, non a nobis haberemus,

Debebant illi qmdcm omnes bonos efficere fiqguidem hominum ge-
neri Coniultbant Sin id minus, bonis quidem certé confulere debebant.

1 Exiles . . . . perlucidos . . . . mogogrammos Deos, et nihil agentes.

Ver. V, T a ftate,

v
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a fate: and a flate of partial, not univerfal; determinations to
goodnefs, inftead of being liable to fuch cavils as we have now
under confideration, would be liable to unanfwerable objec-
tions. It would be produdive of effecs, quite oppofite to
thofe that are affumed,; and would caufe the wildeft confufion
in the judgments of mankind.

Ir fome men were determined to goodnefs by the filent
workings of the fpirit, and others not, which they muft be on
the fuppofition of particular providences, and a partial not
univerfal determination ; if the former were protected from
evils of every kind, on account of this goodnefs, and if the
latter were expofed, for want of it, to all thofe phyfical evils
which refult from the conftitution of the material world, as
well as to all thofe moral evils which men would bring on
one another, what could be faid to excufe the juftice of God ?
Plainly nothing. The proceeding would be that of injuftice,
and an arbitrary partiality which can never be imputed, even
indireétly, to him without blafphemy. It is not poffible for
me to conceive, that any thing out of himfelf could be a motive
to the firft intelligent caufe of all things to create any thing,
neither can T fubfcribe to the opinion, that certain general in-
dependent natures tempted God, as it were, to cloath them
with exiftence. I can conceive ftill lefs, that individual crea~
tures, before they have done either good or evil, nay, before
their actual exiftence, can be objeéts of predile&tion or aver-
fion, of love or hatred to God: and yet this muft have been,
to have made fuch a fyftem of particular providences effeual
in the firft inftance of it.. If we can conceive it made fo in
this, we may conceive it made fo in all the reft : and if God
had pre-determined fome men to goodnefs, exclufively of
others, without any motive on his fide, we may eafily conceive
that particular providences would have been employed to fecure

2 happinefs
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happinefs to them, without any merit on theirs. But ¢ credat
¢ Tudaeus Apella non ego.” Crarke fhall not force me in-
to atheifm, tho I deny what he afferts, concerning the moral
attributes of God, nor Wotrasron, tho I fee, not only one,
but many good men unhappy, and am not convinced by his
reafonings of a future ftate.

1 may be ftopped here, perhaps, and may be afked, with a
tone of authority, nay, but, O man, who art thou, that re-
plieft againft God? If I am fo flopped, and fo queftioned, my
anfwer is both ready and fufficient. ¢ Holy, or reverend firy
““ I am a better theift than you, and on this occafion I reafon
“ better. It is not I that reply againft God. It is you. Had
% fuch a fyftem, as this, been actually eftablifhed by God, he
¢ would have fpoke by his works, and I fhould, for this very
< reafon, have believed it agreeable to the divine attributes, tho
¢ I could not have reconciled it to my notions of impartiali-
‘¢ ty, and juftice, nor even of wifdom. But fince I cannot
¢ reconcile it to them, and fince I have no aflurance but your
“ word, againft all appearances, that God elects fome men,
¢“.and rejects. or neglecs others, that he fofteneth the hearts
« of fome, and hardeneth the hearts of others, I fhould re-
« ply againft God, indeed, if admitted what you affert to be
¢ true. I reafon cautioufly, from what he has done, to his at-
¢ tributes. You affirm boldly, without any regard to what
¢ he has done, or to the perfections of an all-perfedt Being.”

P

-

As to the other part of the hypothefis,which fuppolfes par-
ticular providences, that might produ the good and fecure
their happinefs, wanting, and, therefore, God convicted of in-
juftice in the prefent conflitution of things, it is maintained,
I think, by the whole chorus of divines; and they who do not
hold the doérine I have mentioned, are as loud in their com-

Fiie plaints
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plaints as they who do. They who agree in little elfe, agree
in cenfuring the difpenfations of providence, and if fome are
diffatisfied with the lot of their eled, others arc fo as much
with that of good men, in general, however they came to be
good. To fatisfy them all, therefore, and to fhew himfelf a juft
governor of the world, inftead of governing by the eftablifh-
ed laws of nature and by a general providence, he fhould
have correted thefle laws and have governed by particular
providences, whenever the fervice of good men required it, If
he had not made all men good, he thould have made all good
men happy. Now fuppofe it done, {fuppofe this human
reformation of divine oeconomy, what would be the confe-
quences? Would they not be fuch as thefe?

Ir the good, befides the enjoyment of all that happinefs
which is infeparable from virtue, were exempted from all
kinds of evil, and if the wicked, befides thofe evils which are
infeparable from vice, and thofe which happen to all men in
the ordinary courfe of events, were expofed to others that the
hand of God infli¢ted on them in an extraordinary manner;
in thort if an ark was ready, at every inundation, to fave the
former, and if a deftroying angel was ready on every occafion
to wreak vengeance on the latter, it is certain, as we have ob-
ferved already, that fuch good men would have very little
merit, and it may be fufpeéted, that the hearts of the wicked
would be hardened as that of Puaraou was by all the plagues
that God bronght on him and his people. fuch good men
would have, whilft they continued to be good, no other merit
than that of children who are cajoled into their duty; or than

that of galley-flaves who ply at the oar, becaufe they hear and
{ee gnd fear the lafh of the boatfivain. -

Bur




of +E 8§ A X5 429

But would there not be, at the fame time, fome further
defeéts in this {cheme? I think there would. It feems to me
that thefe good men, being thus diftinguifhed, by particular
providences in their favor, from the reft of mankind, might

e apt either not tocontrad, or to lofe, that general benevo-
lence which is a fundamental principle of the law of nature,
and that public fpirit, which is the life and foul of fociety.
God has made the pradtice of morality our intereft, as well as
our duty. But men, who found themfelves conftantly pro-
tedted from the evils that fell on others, might grow infenfibly
to think themfelves unconcerned in the common fate: and it
they relaxedin their zeal for the public good, they would re-
lax in their virtue; for public good is the object of virtue.
They might do worfe. Spiritual pride might infect them.
They might become, in their own imaginations, the little
flock, or the chofen fhecp. Others have become {o by the
mere force of enthufiafm, without any fuch inducements as
thofe which we afiime in this cafe, and experience has (hewn
that there are no wolves like thefe theep. Thus forced into
virtue, and rewarded for being virtuous, they might ceafe to
deferve the reward in any fenfe, or degree. On the whole ;
the fcheme, oppofed to God’s fcheme, is inconfiftent with all
our notions of wifdom, as well as of juftice. It is the {cheme of
men: it muft be tried, therefore, by human ideas and notions,
and fince the juftice of providence is attacked on thefe,it may
be defended, furely, on the fame. To meafure the wifdom
and juftice of God by a rule fo inadequate as that of human in-
telligence, is vanity and prefumption in the higheft degree.
But to expofe this vanity and prefumption, by fhewing the
men who are guilty of them that even their own rule is fuffi-
cient to condemn them, is very confiftent with the modefty of
true thetim,

T wall
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I will conclude this head by obferving, that we have
example, as well as reafon, for us, when we reject the hypo-
thefis of particular providences. If the government of a ge-
neral providence was liable to the objections that are made
to it, a government by particular providences would be
liable to none, But the contrary appears true from the ex-
ample of the jewifh theocracy. God was the king of that
people. He did not decline the title, nor the exercife of
kingly power, as his fon, who came to fuffer for all mankind
and not to govern a moft inconfiderable portion of them, did
afterwards.  His prefence refided among this people, and his
juftice was manifefted daily in rewarding and punithing by
unequivocal, fignal, miraculous interpofitions of his power.
The effect of all was this, the people rebelled at one time,
and repented at another. Particular providences, dire&ted by
God himfelf immediately, and on the fpot, if I may fay fo, had
particular temporary effects only, none general nor lafting :and
the people were fo little fatisfied with this {yftem of govern-
ment, that they depofed the Supreme Being, and infifted to
to have another king, and to be governed like their neigh-
bours. How long this theocracy may be faid to have conti-
nued, I am quite unconcerned to know,and fhould be forry to
mifpend any time in enquiring. It is enough for my purpofe,
to have obferved that the juftice of God was not fo ac-
knowledged as to produce any fuitable efte@s, at a point of
time when the Ifraclites had no other king but God; and to
conclude from thence, that if he governed the whole world at
prefent by particular providences, they would not have a bet-
ter effeét in manifefting his juftice, nor ftop the clamor againft
it, of the very men, perhaps, who accufe now the injuftice of
his gencral providence. Nay the cafe would be much worfe,
and every particular exertion of his power would render his

juﬂice
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juftice more difputable. So pregnant is this {fcheme with ab-
furdities.

It has been faid already, that where religions, which claim
to have been revealed, prevail, a new chara&er of good-
nefs arifes, befides that which confifts in obedience to the
laws of nature, and compliance with our moral obligations.
Faith in certain men, and, on their authority, in certain fads,
and certain {peculative propofitions, how incredible foever the
former, how little intelligible {oever the latter may be, toge-
ther with the practice of certain duties which the arbitrary will
of man impofes, and the obfervation of certain forms of out-
ward devotion -- conftitute this artificial goodnefs, which ftands
often in the place of natural, and is always attended to much
more,

Turs is that kind of goodnefs which chriftian divines intend
principally or folely, when they complain that good men are
often unhappy, and bad men happy, by the prefent conflitu-
tion of things. They eftablifh a rule, and are not agreed
about the application of it ; for who are to be reputed good
chriftians. Go to Rome, they are papifts. Go to Geneva,
they are calvinifts. Go to the north of Germany, they are lu-
therans. Come to London, they are none of thefe. = Ortho-
doxy is a mode. It is one thing at onc time and in one place.
It is fomething clfe at another time and in another place, or
even in the fame place ; for in this religious country of ours,
without fecking proofs in any other, men have been burned
under one reign, for the very fame doctrines they were obliged
to profefs in another. You damn all thofe who differ from
you. We doubt much about your falvation. In what man-
ncr, now, can the juftice of God be manifefted by particular

providences? Muft the order of them change as the notions of

ortho-
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orthodoxy change, and muft they be governed by events, in-
ftead of governing them? If they are favorable to thofe of
your communion, they will be deemed unjuft by every good
proteftant, and God will be taxed with encouraging idolatry
and fuperftition. If they are favorable to thofe of any of our
communions, they will be deemed unjuft by every good papift,
and God will be taxed with nurfing up herefy and {chifm.
God can do nothing more than to furnith arms againft himfelf,
by the difpenfations of particular providences in the chriftian
world, and every one of thefe will pafs, in the minds of fome
men, for a proof of injuftice, if it pafles in the minds of others
for a proof of juftice. Nay, more. If] in thefe difpenfations,
God, who knows the hearts of men, fhould judge differently
from our divines, if he fhould thew more regard to moral
goodnefs, than to the reputed orthodoxy of any fide, it would
tare with him --Ifay it with reverence -- as it fares with every
honeft man in civil contefts; He would be calumniated by all
fides, in the exercife of particular providences, as he is in that
of a general providence.

LVIII.

AVING faid thus much to thew the abfurdity of af-
fuming that a fyftem of particular providences is nece{-

fary to render the government of God, in the prefent conflitu-
tion of the phyfical and moral world, a juft government, as
it muft,indeed, be neceflary, if the government of a general pro-
vidence, according to the eftablithed order of things, is unjuft;
it {eems to me, that they who objec to this are driven to the
greateft of all abfurdities. They muft either give up their ob-
jections, or they muft infift that the whole eftablifhed order
of things ought to be changed, and that God cannot govern
mankind
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