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ON THE

E.As KT O T 1 950,

‘My Lornp, 1736.
YOU have engaged me on a fubje&, which interrupts

the feries of thofe letters I was writing to you ; but

it isone, which, I confefs, I have very much at heart,
I fhall therefore, explain myfelf fully, nor blufh to reafon on
principles that are out of fathion among men, who intend no-
thing by ferving the public, but to feed their avarice, their
vanity, and their luxury, without the fenfe of any duty they
owe to God or man.

I T feems to me, that in order to maintain the moral {yftem
of the world at a certain point, far below that of ideal per-
fe&ion, for we are made capable of conceiving what we are
incapable of attaining; but, ‘however, fufficient upon the
whole to conftitute a ftate eafy and happy, or at the worft

2 tolerable -
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4 ON THE SPIRIT

tolerable: Ifay, it feems tome, that the Author of nature has
thought fit to mingle, from time to time, among the {ocieties
of men, a few, and but a few, of thofe on whom he is graciouily
pleafed to beftow a larger proportion of the ethereal {pirit,
s given in the ordinary courfe of his providence to the

{ men. Thefe are they who engrofs almoft the whole

n of the fpecies; who are born to inftru&, to guide,
preferve : who are defigned to be the tutors-and the

rdians of human kind. When they prove fuch,, they ex-

t to us examples of the highelt vi
they deferve to have their feftivals kept, inftead of that

‘_] -
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of anachorites and enthufiafts, with whole. names the

. =1 B
nrtue, and the trueft piety «

ia lendar is crowded and difgraced. When thefe men apply
their talents to other purpofes, when they ftrive to be great,
and defpife being good, they commit a moft {facrilegious:
breach of truft ; they pervert the means, they defeat, as faras
lies in them, the defigns of providence, and difturb, in fome
fort, the fyftem of infinite wifdom.. To mifapply thefe talents
is the moft diffufed, and, therefore, the greateft of crimes in
it’s nature and. conféquences; but to keep them unexerted,
and unemployed, is a crime too, Look about you, my Lord,
from the palace to the cottage ; you will find that the bulk of
mankind is-made to breathe the air of this atmofphere, to roam
about this globe, and to confume, like the courtiers of AL-
cinous, the fruits of the; earth. Nos numerus fumus, et
fruges confumere nati. When they have. trod' this infipid
round a certain number of years, and begot others to do the
fame after them, they have lived : and if they have perform-
ed, in fome tolerable degree, the ordinary moral duties of life,
they have done all they were born to do. = Look. about you
again, my Lord, nay look into your own breaft, and you will
find that there are fuperior {pirits, men who fhew even from
their infaney, tho it be not always perceived by others, per-

haps
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haps not always felt by themfelves, that they were born for
fomething more, and better. Thefe are the men to whom
the part I mentioned is affigned. Their talents denote their
general defignation : and the opportunities of conforming
themfelves to it, that arife in the courfe of things, or that are
prefented to them by any circumftances of rank and fituation
in the fociety to which they belong, denote the particular vo-
cation, which it is not lawful for them to refift, nor even to
negle®t. The duration of the lives of fuch men as thefe is to
be determined, I think, by the length and importance of the
parts they a&, not by the number of years that pafs between
their coming into the world, and their going out of it.  Whe-
ther the piece be of three, or five ads, the part may be long :
and he, who fuftains it through the whole, may be faid to die
in the fulnefs of years ; whilft he, who declines it fooner, may
be faid not to live out half his days.

I'uave fometimes reprefented to myfelf the vulgar, who
are accidentally diftinguithed by the titles of king and fubje&,
of lord and vaffal, of nobleman and peafant ; and the few,
who are diftinguifhed by nature fo effentially from the herd
of mankind, that, figure apart, they feem to be of another
{pecies, in this manner : the former come intorthe world, and
continue in it, like German” travellers in a foreign country.
Every thing they meet has the grace of novelty ; and they are
fond alike of every thing that is new: They wander about
from one objed, to another, of vain curiofity,  or inelegant
pleafure, If they are induftrious, they fhew their induftry in
copying figns, and colle&ing mottos and epitaphs.  They
loiter, or they trifle away their whole time : and their pre-
fence or their abfence would be equally unperceived, if caprice
or accident did not raife them often to ftations, wherein their
frupidity, their vices, or their follies, make them a public mif-

8 fortune,
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fortune. ‘The latter come into the world, or at leaft continue
in it after the effe@s of furprize and inexperience are over, like
men who are fent on more important errands. ‘They obferve
with diftinétion, they admire with knowledge. ‘They may in-
dulge themfelves in pleafure 5 but as their induftry is not
employed about trifles, fo their amufements are not made
the bufinefs of their lives. Such men cannot pals unper-
ceived through a country. If they retire from the world, their
{plendor accompanies them, and -enlightens even the obfcurity
of their retreat. If they take a part in public life, the effect
is never indifferent. They either appear like minifters of di-
vine vengeance, and their courfe through the World is marked
by defolation and opprefiion, by poverty and fervitude : or they
are the guardian angels of the country they inhabit, bufy to
avert even the moft diftant evil, and to maintain or to procure
peace, plenty, and, the greateft of human bleflings, liberty.

FroMm the obfervation, that fuperiority of parts is often
employed to do fuperior mifchief, no confequence can be

-drawn againft the truth I-endeavour to eftablith. Reafon col-

le@s the will of God from -the conftitution of things, in this
as in other cafes; but in no cafe does the Divine power im-
pel us neceffarily to conform ourfeclves to this will : and, there~
fore, from the mifapplication of fuperior patts to the hurt, no
argument can be drawn againft this pofition, that they were
given for the good, of ‘mankind. Reafon deceives us not:
we deceive ourfelves, and fuffer our wills to be determined
by other motives. MonrTaeNE or Cuarron would fay,
I'homme fe pipe, * man is at once his own fharper, -and his
¢ own bubble,” Human nature is her own bawd, fays TurLy,
blanda conciliatrix, et quafi lena fui. He who confiders the
univerfal wants, imperfeGtions, and vices of his kind, muift

-agree that men were intended not-only for fociety, but to

unite

. W
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unite in commonwealths, and to fubmit to laws: legum id-
circo omnes fervi fumus, ut liberi effe poflimus. And yet
this very man will be feduced by his own paffions, or the
paffions and examples of others, to think, or to aé as if he
thought, the very contrary. So he who is confcious of fu-
perior endowments, fuch as render him more capable, than
the generality of men, to fecure and improve the advantages
of focial life, by preferving the commonwealth in ftrength and
fplendor, even he may be feduced to think, or to a& as if he
thought, that thefe endowments were given him for the gra-
tification of his ambition, and his other paffions; and that
there is no difference between vice and virtue, between a knave
and an honeft man, but one, which a prince, who died not many
years ago, afferted, “ that men of great fenfe were, therefore,
“ knaves, and men of little fenfe were, therefore, honeft,”
But in neither of thefe cafes will the truth and reafon of things
be altered, by fuch examples of human frailty. It will be fill
true, and reafon will ftill demonftrate, that all men are di-
rected, by the general conftitution of human nature, to fub-
mit to government, and that fome men are in a particular man-~
ner defigned to take care of that government on which the com-
mon happinefs depends. The ufe that reafon will make of fuch
examples, will be only this, that fince men are fo apt, in every
form of life and every degree of underftanding, to a& againft
their intereft and their duty too, without benevolence to man-=
kind, or regard to the divine will ; it is the more incumbent on
thofe who have this benevolence and this regard at heart, to em=
ploy all the means that the nature of the government allows, and
that rank, circumftances of fituation, or fuperiority of talents,
give them, to oppofe evil, and promote good government ; and
contribute thus to preferve the moral {yftem of the world at that
point of perfection at leaft, which feems to have been preferibed :
to it by the great Creator of every fyftem of beings.
8 GI1ve
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Give me leave now, my Lord, to caft my eyes for a mo-
ment homeward, and to apply tht I have been faying to the
prefent ftate of Britain. - That there is no profufion of the
cthereal {pirit to be obferved among us, and that we do not
abound with men of fuperior genius, I am ready to confefs ;
but, I think there is no ground for the comPlamtS I have ]1ea.rd
made, as if nature had not done her part in our age, as well
as in former ages, by producing men capable of ferving the
commonwealth. The manners of our forefathers were, I be-
lieve, in many refpeds better : they had more probity perhaps,
they had certainly more thow of honor, and greater induftry.
But fill nature fows alike, tho we do not reap alike. There
are, and as there always lmve been, there always will be, fuch
creatures in government as I have d {cribed above., Fortune
maintains a kind of rivalthip with wifdom, and piques herfelf
often in favor of fools as well as knaves. E;DL‘R atEs ufed to
fay, thataltho no man undertakes a trade he has not learned,
even the meaneft; yet every one thinks himfelf fuﬂxumtly
qualified for the ]mdL“ of all trades, that of government.  He
faid this Uupon ¢ the experience he had in Greece. He would not
change his opinion if he lived now in Britain. = But, however,
fuch chara&ers as thefe would do little hurt, r*enuall}-’ {peak-
ing, or would not do it long, if they ilocd alone. To do
great hurt, fome genius, iomc l\nowlcdge, fome talents in
thort, natural or ﬁcquucd, are neceffary : lefs indeed, far lefs
than are required to do good, but always fome. Yet, I ima-
gine, not the worft minifter could do all the mifchief h
does, by the mifapplication of his talents alone, if it were
not for the nnflpphmuon of much better talents than his,
.\ fome who join with him, and the non-application, or

he faint and unfteady C};LILHL of their talents by {fome who
oppoir_, him, as well as the general remiflnefs of mankind in

acquiring
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chuumo I\no\\l‘iﬂ::, and i impr oving the parts which God has
given them, for the fervice of the }J'loll‘ Thefe are the great
{prings of 11‘1t10m] misfortunes. There have been monfters in
other a "La, and other countries, as well as ours ;3 but they never
continued their devaftations long, when there were heroes to op-
pofe them. We will fuppofe a man unpiuu\ nt, rafh, prefump-
tuous, ungracious, infolent, and profligate in {pec uldt.mu as well
as p yractice.  He can bribe, but he cannot feduce : he can buy,
buthe cannot gain s he can lye, but he cannot deceive. From
whence then has fuch a man his ftrength? from the general cor-
ruption of the people, nurfed up to a full maturity under his ad-
miniftration; from the v.':naiity of all orders and all ranks of
men, fome oi whom are fo proftitute, that they fet themfelves to
(ale, und even prevent application. This would be the aniwer,
anditwould be a true one as far as it gocs; but it does not nau)m}!‘.
for the whole. Corrnprion could not {pread with {o much fuc-
cefs, tho reduced into fyftem, and tho fome minifters, with equal
impudence md folly, avowed it, by themfelves and ‘their .‘u‘ho—

cates, to be the principal (.)\p(_dl(,llL by which they governed, if
a irma and almolt unobferved pr omdilon of caules and LL}:LLi“
did not prepare the conjunéture. Let me explainit, and apply

11, as I conceiveit. One party had given their whole attention,
(lmmg iuu.ll }e.cus, to the project of enriching themielves, and
overifhing the reft of the nation, and, b/' thefe and other
means, of UL nh” uNg their dominion Undu the government anc 1
with the favor of a ldmu , who were foreigners, and therefore
mwnt be hn.h, that lm,\, were eftablithed on the throne by the
t‘ood -will and ftrength of this party alone. This party in ge-
'Wcml were {o mti.nt on thefe views, and many of them, I fear,
are {o ftill, that they did not advert in time to the neceffary con-
fequences of the meafures they abetted : nor did they confider,
that the power they raifed, and by which they hopec d to govern
their country, would govern them with the very rod of iron

B t]u._)
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they forged, and would be the power of a prince or minifter,
not that of a party long. Another party continued four, ful-
len, and inadtive, with judgments fo weak, and paffions fo
ftrong, that even experience, and a fevere one furely, was
loft upon them. They waited, like the Jews, for a Messian,
that may never come ; and under whom, if he did come, they
would be ftrangely difappointed in their expectations of glory,
and triumph, and univerfal dominion. Whilft they waited,
they were marked out, like the Jews, a diftiné& race, hewers of
wood and drawers of water, fcarce members of the commu-
nity, tho born in the country. All indifferent men ftood as
it were at a gaze : and the few, who were jealous of the court,
were flill more jealous of one another ; fo that a ftrength fuf-
ficient to oppofe bad minifters was not eafy to be formed.
When this ftrength was formed, and the infufficiency or ini-
quity of the adminiftration was daily expofed to publick view,
many adhered at firft to the minifter, and others were {ince
gained to his caufe, becaufe they knew nothing of the confti-
tution of their own, nor of the hiftory of other countries ;
but imagined wildly, that things always went as they {faw them
go, and that liberty has been, and therefore may be, preferv-
ed, under the influence of the fame corruption. Others per-
haps were weak enough to be frightened at firft, as fome are
hypocritical enough to pretend to be ftill, with the appellations
of Tory and Jacobite, which are always ridiculoufly given to
every man who does not bow to the brazen image that the
king has fet up. Others again might be perfuaded, that no
fatal ufe at leaft would be made of the power acquired by cor-
ruption : and men of fuperior parts might and may fill fatter
themfelves, that if this power fhould be fo employed, they
{hall have time and means to ftop the effe@s of it. The firfk
of thefe are feduced by their ignorance and futility ; the fe-
cond, if they are net hypocrites, by their prejudices ; the

thil‘.d:’.
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third, by their partiality and blind confidence ; the laft, by
their prefumption ; and all of them by the mammon of un-
righteoufnefs, their private intereft, which they endeavour to
palliate and to reconcile as well as they can to that of the pub-
lic: et caeca cupiditate corrupti, non mtelligunt fe, dum ven-
dunt, et venire.

AccoRrRDING to this reprefentation, which I take to be true,
your Lordfhip will agree that our unfortunate country affords
an example in proof of what is afferted above. The German
travellers I {fpoke of, men of the ordinary or below the ordi-
nary fize of underftanding, tho they are called by caprice, or
lifted any other way into power, cannot do great and long mif~
chief, in a country of liberty ; unlefs men of genius, know-
ledge, and experience, mifapply thefe talents, and become
their leaders. A minifterial fadtion would have as little ability
to do hurt, as they have inclination to do good, if they were
not formed and conduéted by one of better parts than they ;
nor would fuch a minifter be able to fupport, at the head of
this trufty phalanx, the ignominious tyranny impofed on his
country, if other men, of better parts and much more confe-
quence than himfelf, were not drawn in to mifapply thefe
parts to the vileft drudgery imaginable ; the daily drudgery of
explaining nonfenfe, covering ignorance, difguifing folly, con-
cealing and even juftifying fraud and corruption : inftead of
employing their knowledge, their elocution, their fkill, ex-
perience, and authority, to corre& the adminiftration and to
guard the conflitution. But this isnot all : the example {hews
a great deal more. Your Lordfhip’s experience, as well as
mine, will juftify what I am going to fay. It thews further,

that fuch a conjunéture could not be rendered effeGual to pre-
ferve power in fome of the weakeft and fome of the worft
hands in the kingdom, if there wasnota non-application, or a

B2 faint
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faint and unfteady exercife of parts on one fide, as well as an
iniquitous mifapplication of them on the other : and I cannot
help faying, let it fall where it will, what I have {aid Pcz‘l‘-_ap@;
already, that the former is 2 crime but one degree inferior to
the latter. The more genius, induftry, and {pirit are em-
ployed to deftroy, the harder the tafk of faving our country
becomes ; but the duty increafes with the difhculty, if the
principles on which I reafon are true. In fuch exigences it is
not cnough that genius be oppofed to genius ; {pirit muft be
matched by fpirit. They, who go about to deftroy, are ani-
mated from the firft by ambition and avarice, the love of
_ ind of money : fear makes them often defperate at
laft. They muft be oppofed, therefore, or they will be op-
pofed in vain, by a fpirit able to cope with ambition, ava-
rice, and defpair itfelf; by a fpirit able to cope with thefe
paflions, when they are favored and fortified by the weak-
nefs of a nation, and the ftrength of a povernment. In

nOYET
HOWCL

1
fuch exigences there is little difference, as to the merit or
the effe@, between oppofing faintly and unfteadily, and not
oppofing at all : nay the former may be of worfe confequence,
in certain circumftances, than the latter. And this isa truth I
with with all my heart you may not fec verified in our country,

1

where many, I fear, undertake oppofition not as a duty, but
as an adventure: and looking on themfelves like" volunteers,,
not like men lifted in the fervice, they deem themfclves at li-
berty to take as much or as little of this trouble, and to con-
tinuein it as long, or end it asfoon, as they pleafe. Itis but
a few years ago that not the merchants alone, but the whole

nation, teok fire at the projeét of new excifes. The

ot

projet was

oppofed not on mereantile confiderations and interefts alone,
- 1 . - ~ . s 1

but on the true principles of liberty. In parliament, the op-

»ofition was ftrenuoufly enough {upported for a time; but

was {fo little difpofition to guide and improve the fpir

o)

Lierc
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that the chief concern of thofe who took the lead feemed ap-
plied to kup it down : and yet your Lmdﬂup remembers how
high it continued againit the projecor, till it was calmed ]uﬁ
before the elections of the prefent parliament, bv the remark-
able indolence and ina&ivity of the laft ...ﬂ.l()ﬂ. of the laft. But
thefe friends of ours, my Lud, are as much miftaken in their
ethics, as the event will thew they have been in their politics.

Tne fervice of our cmmtr}! is no chimerical, but a real duty
He who admits the proofs of any other moral duty, drawn
from the conflitution of human nature, or from the moral fit-
nefs and unfitnefs of things, muft admit them in favor of this
duty, of be reduced to the moft abfurd inconfiftency:  When
he has once admitted the L"\lLJ on thefe proofs, it will be no
difficult matter to demonfirate to him, that his obligation to
the performance of it is in pu;pomon to the means and the

sportunities he has of performing it ; and that nothing can
1um from this obligation as 10'1" as he has thefe means
and {‘f“‘lu op p(‘lb]l]t in his power, and as Ionfr as his coun-

try conti nues in the fame want of his fervices. Thefe obliga-
tions, then, to the puulu, fervice may become obl;gatmnu for
life on Lumul J,Lu No ‘doubt t]’(“} may : and fhall this

conf {ideration become a reafon iu; ds’ 1} ing or c.wmng mcmi’

] = s Y
and with the utmoft benevolence to mankind.
2 1
cnts, and {fuperior rank amc - our fellc
T acq! ‘E;'ed by birth, or by LT 1e courle

owin lIlO',

3 ‘them,
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to what greater glory can any mortal afpire, than to be, du-
ring the whole courfe of his life, the fupport of good, the
controul of bad government, and the guardian of public li-
berty ? To be driven from hence by fuccefsful tyranny, by lofs
of health or of parts, or by the force of accidents, is to be
degraded in fuch a manner as to deferve pity, and not to in-
cur blame ; but to degrade ourfelves, to delcend voluntarily,
and by choice, from the higheft to a lower, perhaps to the
loweft rank among the fons of Apawm; to abandon the go-
vernment of men for that of hounds and horfes, the care of
a kingdom for that of a parith, and a {cene of great and ge-
nerous efforts in public life, for one of trifling amufements and
low cares, of {loth and of idlenefs, what is-it, my Lord? I
had rather your Lordfhip thould name it than I. Will it be
faid that it is hard to exaét from fome men, in favor of others,
that they fhould renounce all the pleafures of life, and drudge
all their days in bufinefs, that others may indulge themielves
in eafe ? it will be faid without grounds. A life dedicated to
the fervice of our country admits the full ufe, and no life
fhould admit the abufe, of pleafures : the leaft are confiftent
with a conftant difcharge of our public duty, the greateft
arife from it. The common, the fenfual pleafures to which
nature prompts us, and which reafon therefore does not forbid,
tho the fhould always dire, are fo far from being excluded out
of a life of bufinefs, that they are fometimes neceflary in it,
and are always heightened by it : thofe of the table, for in-
flance, may be ordered fo as to promote that which the elder
Caro calls vitae conjun@ionem.  In the midft of public duties,
private ftudies, and an extreme old age, he found time to fre-
quent.the fodalitates, or clubs of friends, at Rome, and to {it
up all night with his neighbours in the country of the Sabines,
Caro’s virtue often glowed with wine: and the love of wo-
men did not hinder C&sar from forming and executing th

4 - greatel
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greateft projeé’cs that ambition ever fuggefted. But iFCxESAR,
whilft he labored to deftroy the liberties of his country,
enjoyed thefe inferior pleafures of life, which a man
who labors to fave thofe liberties may enjoy as well as
he ; there are fuperior pleafures in a bufy life, that Czsar
never knew ; thofe, I mean, that arife from a faithful dif-
charge of our duty to the commonwealth. Neither Mon-
TATGNE in writing his effays, nor Des CarTEs in buildin
new worlds, nor BurRNET in framing an antediluvian earth,
no, nor NEwTon in difcovering and eftablithing the true laws
of nature on experiment and a {ublimer geometry, felt more
intelletual joys, than he feels who is a real patriot, who bends
all the force of his underftanding, and directs all his thoughts
and actions, to the good of his country. When fuch a man
forms a political fcheme, and adjufts various and feemingly
independent parts in it to one great and good defign, he is
tranfported by imagination, or abforbed in meditation, as much
and as agreeably as they : and the {atisfa&ion that arifes from
the different importance of thefe objeéts, in every ftep of the
work, is vaftly in his favor. It is here that the fpeculative
philofopher’s labor and pleafure end. But he, who {peculates
in order to a&, goes on, and carries his fcheme into execu-
tion.  His labor continues, it varies, it increafes ; but fo does
his pleafure too.  The execution indeed is often traverfed, by
unforefeen and untoward circumftances, by the perverfencfs or
treachery of friends, and by the power or malice of enemies :
but the firft and the laft of thefc animate, and the docility
and fidelity of fome men make amends for the perverfenefs
and treac]\:a:r}r of others. Whilft a greatevent is in {ufpentfe,
the aGtion warms, and the very fufpenfe, made up of hope
and fear, maintains no un!r‘.-l’:’ai‘lrzg agitation in the mind. If
the event is decided fuccefsfully, fuch a man enjoys pleafure
proportionable to the good he has done ; a pleafure like to that
which is attributed to the Supreme Being, on a furvey of his
works,
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worlss. d otherwife, and ufurping courts,
fuch a man has flill the tefti-

or overbearing evail;® {
monv of his confcience, and a fenfe of the honor he has ac-
Juit‘éd, to foothe his mind, and fupport his courage. For
altho the courfe of frate-affairs be to thofe who meddle in them
like a lottery, yet it isa lottery wherein no good man can be a
lofer : he may be reviled, itis true, inftead of being applaud-
ed, and may fuffer violence of many kinds. 1 will not fay,
like SENEca, that the nobleft fpeacle, which God can behold,
is a virtuous man fuffering, and flruggling with affliGtions :
but this I will fay, that the fecond Caro, driven out of the
forum, and dragged to prifon, enjoyed more inward pleafure,
and maintained more outward dignity, than they who infult-
ed him, and who triumphed in the ruin of their country. But
the very example of C aTo may be urged, perhaps, againft what
I have infifted upon: it may be afked, what good he did to
Rome, by dedicating his whole life to her fervice, what honor
to himfelf, by dying at Utica? It may be faid, that govern-
ments have their periods, like all things human ; that they may
be brought back to their primitive principles during a certain
time, but that when thefe principles are worn out in the minds
of men, it is a vain enterprife to endeavour to renew them ; that
this is the cafe of all governments when the corruption of the
people comes to a great pitch, and is grown univerfal ; that
when a houfe which is old and quite decayed, tho often repair-
ed, not only cracks, but totters even from the foundations, every
man in his {enfes runs out of it, and takes thelter where he can,
and that none but madmen continue obftinate to repair what
is irreparable, till they are cruthedin the ruin 5 juft fo, that we
muft content ourfelves to live under the government we like the
lealt, when that form which we like the moft is deftroy-
ed, or worn out; according to the counfel of DovasrrLa
in one of his letters to Cicero. But, my Lord, if CaTo
could not fave, he prolonged the life of liberty : the liberties
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of Rome would have been loft when Catrrine attacked
them, abetted probably by Caesar and Crassus, and the
worlt citizens of Rome; and when Cicrro defended them,
abetted by Carto and the beft. That Cato erred in his conduét,
by giving way too much to the natural roughnefs of his temper,
and by allowing too little for that of the Romans, among
whom luxury had long prevailed, and corruption was openly
practifed, is moft true. He was incapable of employing thofe
{eeming compliances that are reconcileable to the greateft fteadi-
nefs; and treated unfkilfully a crazy conftitution. 'The fafety
of the commonwealth depended, in that critical conjuncture,
on a coalition of parties, the fenatorian and the equeftrian :
Turry had formed it, CaTo broke it. But if this good, for
I think he was not an able, man erred in the particular refpeds
I have ventured to mention, he deferved moft certainly the
glory he acquired by the general tenor of his condud, and by
dedicating the whole labor of his life to the fervice of his coun-
try. He would have deferved more, if he had perfifted in main-
taining the fame caufe to the end, and would hayve died, I
think, with a better grace at Munda than at Utica. If this
be fo, if Cato may be cenfured, feverely indeed, but juftly,
for abandoning the caufe of liberty, which he would not, how-
ever, furvive ; what fhall we fay of thofe who embrace it faint-
ly, purfue it irrefolutely, grow ‘tired of it when they have
much to hope, and give it up when they have nothing to
fear ?

My Lord, I have infifted the more on this duty which men
owe to their country, becaufe I came out of England, and
continue ftill, firongly affe@@ed with what I faw when I was
there.  Our government has approached nearer, than ever be-
fore, to the true principles of it, fince the revolution of one
thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight : and the acceflion of
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the prefent family to the throne has given the faireft opportuni-
ties, as well as the jufteft reafons, for completing the {cheme of
liberty, and improving it to perfection. But it feems to me,
that in our feparate world, as the means of afferting and fup-
porting liberty are increafed, all concern for it is diminithed. I
beheld, when I was among you, more abje& fervility, in the
manners and behaviour of particular men, than I ever faw in
France, or than has been feen there, I believe, fince the days of
that Gafcon, who, being turned out of the minifter’s door, leap-
ed in again at his window. As to bodies of men, Idare chal-
lenge your Lordfhip, and I am forry for it, to produce any in-
ftances of refiftance to the unjuft demands, or wanton will of a
court, that Britifh parliaments have given, comparable to fuch as
I am able to cite to the honor of the parliament of Paris, and the
whole body of the law in that country, within the fame com-
pafs of time. This abjec fervility may appear juftly the more.
wonderful in Britain, becaufe the government of Britain has,
in fome {ort, theappearance of an oligarchy : and monarchy
is rather hid behind it than fhewn, rather weakened than
{trengthened, rather impofed upon than obeyed. The won-
der, therefore, is to obferve, how imagination and cuftom,
a giddy fool and a formal pedant, have rendered thefe cabals,
or oligarchies, more refpedted than majefty itfelf. That this
thould happen in countries where princes, who have abfolute
power, may be tyrants themfelves, or fubftitute fubordinate
tyrants, is not wonderful. It has happened often : but thatit
{hould happen in Britain, may be juftly an obje&t of wonder.
In thefe countries, the people had loft the armour of their .
conftitution ; they were naked and defencelefs. Ours is more
complete than ever. But tho we have preferved the armour,
we have loft the {pirit, of our conftitution : and therefore we
bear, from little engroffers of delegated power, what our fa-
thers would not have {uffered from trize proprictors of the royal

8 au thorit}'.
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authority. Parliaments are not only, ‘what they always were,
effential parts of our conftitution, but effential parts of our ad-
miniftration too. They do not claim the executive power: no ;
but the executive power cannot be exercifed without their annual
concurrence. How few months, inftead of years, have princes
and minifters now to pafs, without infpection and controul ?
How eafy, therefore, is it become to check every growing evil
in the bud ; to change every bad adminiftration, to keep fuch
farmers of government in awe ; to maintain, and revenge, if
need be, the conftitution ? Itis become fo eafy, by the prefent
form of our government, that corruption alone could not deftroy
us.  We muft want {pirit, as well as virtue, to perith. Even
able knaves would preferve liberty in fuch circumftances as ours,
and highwaymen would fcorn to receive the wages, and do
the drudgery of pick-pockets. But all is little, and low, and
mean among us! Far from having the virtues, we have not
even the vices, of great men. He who had pride inftead of
vanity, and ambition but equal to his defire of wealth, could
never bear, I do not fay, to be the under-ftrapper to any farmer
of royal authority, but to {ee patiently one of them, at beft his
fellow, perhaps his inferior in every refpec, lord it over him,
and the reft of mankind, difipating the wealth, and trampling
on the liberties of his country, with impunity. = This could
not happen, if there was the leaft fpirit among us.  But there is
none. What paffes among us for ambition, is an odd mixture
of avarice and vanity : the moderation we have feen practifed
is pufillanimity, and the philofophy that fome men affe&, is
{loth. Hence it comes that corruption has {pred, and pre-
vails,

I exrrcr little from the principal adtors that tread the ftage
at prefent, They are divided, not fo much as it has feemed,

and as they would have it believed, about meafures: the true
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divifion is about their different ends. Whilft the minifter
was not hard }n-fhcd nor the profpe& of fucceeding to him
near, they appeared to have but one end, the lLiI'uJ.unlt‘Oﬂ of
the rrommmnt The deftrué&tion of the nnmﬁer was purfued
onh as a preliminary, but of eflential and indifpenfable ne-
ccﬂzty to that end. But when his deftruéion feemed to ap-
proach, the object of his fucceflion interpofed to the fight of
many, and the reformation of the government was no 10'1gcr
their point of view. They divided the fkin, at leaft in their
thoughts, before they had taken the beaft: and the common
fear of hunting him down for others, made them all faint in
the chace. It was this, and this alone, that has faved him, or
has put off his evil day. Corruption, {fo much, and {o juftly
complained of, could not have done it alone.

Waen I fay that I expe& little from the principal a&ors
that tread the ftage at prefent, I am far from applying to all
of them what I take to be true of the far greateft part. ‘There
are men among them who certainly 1nt<.Ld the good of their
country, and whom I love and honor for that reafon. But
thefe men have been clogged, or mifled, or over-borne by
others ; and, {educed hy natural temper to mucu\'itv, have
taken Jny excufe, or yielded to any plctmu that favored it.
That they fhould ro m., therefore, in themfelves, or in any
one elfe, the {pirit they have fuffered, nay, lld ved to die
away, I do not expe@. 1 turn my eyes from thc generation
that is going off, to the generation that is coming on the ftage.
I expect good from them, and from none of them more than
from you, my Lord. Remember, that the oppofition, in
which you have engaged at your firft entrance into bufinefs, is
not an oppofition o l) to a bad adminiftration of public .n”rma
but to an adminiftration that {upports itfelf by means, LLML—

lithes principles, introduces cuftoms, repugnant to the confti-
tution
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ernment, and deftructive of all liberty ; that
ombat prefent evils, but attempts to int: 11l thefe
evils upon you "and your ho]ultj ; thatif you ceafe the com~
bat, you give up the caufe; and that he, who does not re-

B I -) - )' ~ . - .
new, on every occafion, his claim, may forfeit his right.

tution of our
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you do not onlyco

Ovur difputes were formerly, to fay the truth, much more
about perfons than things; or, at “moft, n!:fmt particular
points of political condu&, in which we fhould have foon
agreed, if puium and perfonal intercfts had been lefs concern-
ed, and the blind prejudice of party lefs prevalent. Whe-
ther the Big-endians, or the Little-endians got the better,
1 believe, no man of fcmﬁ and knowledge thought the C(;Hﬂ”—-
tution concer ‘1 ed ; notwithftanding all the clamor raifed at one
time about the Hanﬁcr of the church, and at another about
the danger of t}_'- I.mtcﬂam fucceflion. But the cafe is, at
118 L'ir,-'\_u-, vaftly altered. The means of invading hbmy more
etteGtually by the c(mflmm n of the revenue, th:m it ever had
!._\,1 invaded by prerogative, were not Lh{.ﬂ grown up into
ftrength., They are fo now: and a bold and an infolent
is made of them. To reform the '1 ite, therefore, is, and
ought to be, the object of your oppofition, as well as to re-
ufe 'ﬂf m the qdmh fhration: Why el fay as well ? It is fo,
oht to be ﬂ'), mucT* more,  Wreft the power of the
government, if' you can, out of hands that have employed it
weakly and wic Le‘i\ ever fince it was thrown into them
by ai 1]f~. bargain made in one reign, and a corrupt barguin
made in another. But do not mmagine this to be your mh,,
or your principal, bufinefs. You owe to your country, to
your honor, to your fecurity, to the prcﬁ.'wt and to future
ages, that no endeavours of yours be wanting to repair the
breach that is made, and is increafing daily in the conftitu-
tion ; and to fhut up, with all the b’xs and bolts of law,
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the principal entries through which thele torrents of corrup=

AP T
tion have been let in upon us. I {ay, the principal entries;

becaufe, however it may appear in pure {peculation, I think it
would not be found in pradice pofiible, no, nor eligible nei-
ther, to ihut them up all. As entries of corruption none of
them deferve to be excepted : but there is a juft diftin&ion to
be made, becaufe there is a real difference.  Some of thefe en-
tries are opened by the abufe of powers neceflary to maintain
fubordination and to carry on even good government, and
therefore neceflary to be preferved in the crown, notwithftand-
ing the abufe that is fometimes made of them; for no human
inftitution can arrive at perfection, and the moft that human
wildom can do, is to procure the fame or greater good, at
the expence of lefs evil. There will be always fome evil, ei-
ther immediate or remote, either in caufe or confequence. But
there are other entries of corruption, and thefe are by much
the greateft, for {uffering of which to continue open, no rea-
fon can be affigned, or has been pretended to be afligned, but
that which is, to every honeft and wife man, a reafon for fhut-
ting them up; the increafe of the means of corruption, which
are oftener employed for the fervice of the oligarchy, than for
the fervice of the monarchy. Shut up thefe, and you will
have nothing to fear from the others. By thefe, a more real
and a more dangerous power has been gained to minifters, than
was loft te the crown by the reftraints on prerogative.

Trere have been periods when our government con-
tinued free, with flrong appearances .of becoming abfolute.
Let it be your glory, my Lord, and that of the new genera-
ton {pringing up with you, -that this government do not be-
vome abfolute at any future period, with the appearances of
being free, However you may be employed, inall your coun-
fels, in all your adions, keep this regard to the conftitution

always




OF PATRIOTISM. 27

always in fight. The fcene that opens before you is great,
and the part that you will have to a&, difficult. It is diffi-
cult, indeed, to bring men, from ftrong habits of corruption,
to prefer honor to profit, and liberty to luxury ; asit is hard ¢o
teach princes the great art of governing all by all, or to prevail
on them to pradife it, But if it be a difficult, it is a glorious
attempt ; an attempt, worthy to exert the greateft talents,
and to fill the moft extended life. Purfue it with courage,
my Lord, nor defpair of fuccefs.

Deus haec fortaffe benigna
Reducet in {fedem vice.

A parliament, nay, one houfe of parliament, is able, at any
time, and at once, to deftroy any corrupt plan of power.
Time produces every day new conjunéures. Be prepared to
improve them.  We read, in the Old-teftament, of a city that
might have efcaped divine vengeance, if five righteous men
had been found init. Let not our city perith for want of fo
fmall a number : and if the generation that is going off could
not furnith it, let the generation that is coming on furnifh a
greater.

We may reafonably hope that it will, from the firft effays
which your Lordthip and fome others of our young fenators
have made in public life. You have raifed the hopes of your
country by the proofs you have given of {uperior parts. Con-
firm thefe hopes by proofs of uncommon induftry, application,
and perfeverance. Superior parts, nay, even fuperior virtue,
without thefe qualities, will be infufficient to fupport your
chara@er and your caufe. How many men have appeared in
my time, who bave made thefe eflays with fuccefs, and have
made no progrefs afterwards ? Some have dropped, from rl;iei{;'

it
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firft flights, down into the vulgar crowd, have been diftin-
guithed, nay, heard of no more! others, with better parts,
perhaps with more prefumption, but certainly with greater ri-,
dicule, have perfifted in making thefe effays towards bufinefs
all their lives, and have never been able to advance farther, in
their political courfe, than a premeditated harangue on fome
choice fubje@. I never faw one of thefe important pe {ons fit
down after his oration, with repcated hear-hims ringing in
his ears, and inward rapture glowing in his eyes, that he did
not recal to my memory the ftory of a conceited member of

= - ) 1 1 Co y Hhwe
fome parliament in France, who was over-heard, after his te-
1 . e ¢
dious harangue, muttering moft devoutly to himicll, ixon no-

bis. Pomine, n Jobis. {ed nomini tuo Bl el
ln, OHIHJL, IO 110015, cd nNemiiil tuo ud gh)lh.l‘n 3

Eroquence has charms to lead mankind, and gives a
nobler fuperiority than power, that every dunce may uie, cr
fraud, that every knave may employ. But cloquence muft
flow like a flream that is fcd by an abundant fpring, and
not fpout forth a little frothy water on fome gaudy day,
and remain dry the reft of the year. The famous orators
of Greece and Rome were the ftatefmen and minifters of
thofe commonwealths. The nature of their governments,
and the humor of thofe ages, made elaborate orations ne-
ceflary. They harangued oftener than they debated : and
the ars dicendi ‘required more ftudy and more exercife of
mind, and of body too, among them, than are neceflary
among us. But as much pains as they took in learning how
to conduét the ftream of (‘.loqucncc, thcy took more to en-
large the fountain from which it flowed. Hear Demos-
THENTS, hear Cicero, thunder againft Porure, CaTaring, and
Axtony. I chufe the example of the firft, rather than that
of PericLEs, whom he imitated, or of Pxocion, whom he
oppofed, or of any other confiderable perfonage in Greece :

and
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and the example of Cicero rather than that of Crassus,
or of HorTENs1Us, or of any other of the great men of
Rome ; becaufe the eloquence of thefe two has been {o cele-
brated, that we are accuftomed to look upon them almoft
as mere orators. They were orators indeed, and no man
who has a foul can read their orations, after the revolution of
fo many ages, after the extinéion of the governments, and of
the people for whom they were compofed, without feeling,
at this hour, the paflions they were defigned to move, and the
{pirit they were defigned to raife. But if we look into the
hiftory of thefe two men, and confider the parts they acted,
we fhall fee them in another light, and admire them inan
lngjhu {fphere of a®ion. DrmosTHENES had been negleted,
in his education, by the fame tutors who cheated him of his
inheritance, CILE rRo was bred with greater advantage :
and PruTarcs, I think, fays, that when he firlt appeared
the people ufed to call lnm by way of derifion, the Greek,
and the {cholar. But whdtucr advantage of this kind the ]&t—
ter might have over the former, and to wln{,h of them foever
you afcrlbc the fuperior genius, the progrefs which both of
them made in ev ery part of political knowledge, by their
induftry and application, was marvellous. CILEI\O might
bc a better philofopher, but DemosTHENES was no lefs

1 ftatefman : and both of them performed a&ions, and ac-
quirad fame, above the reach of eloquence alone. Drwos-
THENES ufed to compare eloquence to a weapon, aptly enough;;
for eloquence, like every other weapon, is of little ufe to the
owner, unlefs he have the force and the fkill to ufe it. This
force and this fkill DemosTrHENES had in an eminent degree,
Obferve them in one inftance among many, It was of mighty
importance to Paivip, to prevent the acceflion of Thebes to
the grand alliance that Demostrenes, at the head of the
Athenian commonwealth, formed againft the growing power

Vor III D of
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of the Macedonians.  Puicre had emiffaries and his ambaffadors
on the {pot, to oppofe to thofe of Athens, and we may be affu-
red that he neglééted none of thofe arts upon this occafion, that
he employed fo fuccefsfully on others.  The ftruggle was great,
but DenostueNes prevailed, and the Thebans engaged in the
war againft Paiuie.  Was it by his cloquence alone that he pre-
vailed, in a divided ftate, over all the fubtilty of intrigue, all
the dexterity of negotiation, all the feduétion, all the cor-
ruption, and all the terror that the ableft and moft powerful
prince could employ ? Was DEmosTHENES wholly taken up
with compofing orations, and haranguing the people in this
remarkable erifis ? He harangued them, no doubt, at Thebes,
as well as at Athens, and in the reft of Greece, where all the
great refolutions of making alliances, waging war, or con-
cluding peace, were determined in democratical affemblies.
But yet haranguing was, no doubt, the leaft part of his bufi-
nefs, and eloquence was neither the fole, nor the principal
talent, as the ftyle of writers would induce us to believe, on
which his fuccefs depended. He muft have been mafter of
other arts, fubferviently to which his eloquence was employed,
and muft have had a thorough knowledge of his own ftate,
and of the other ftates of Greece, of their difpofitions, and
of their interefts relatively to one another, and relatively to
their neighbours, to the Perfians particularly, with whom he
held a correfpondence, not much to his honor in appearance,
whatever he might intend by it: Ifay, he muft have been
mafter of many other arts, and have poflefied an immenfe
fund of knowledge, to make his eloquence in every cafe fuc-
cefsful, and even pertinent or feafonable in fome, as well as to
dire& it, and to furnith it with matter whenever he thought
proper to employ this weapon. 2
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Ler us confider TurLy on the greateft theatre of the
known world, and in the moft difficult circumftances. We
are better acquainted with him than we are with DEmosTaE-
nEs ; for we fee him nearer, asit were, and in more different
lights. How perfe a knowledge had he acquired of the Ro-
man conftitution of government, ecclefiaftical and civil ; of
the original and pmcrnﬂ of the ocmml reafons and putxcuhu
ocmimm of the laws and Luﬂoms of his country ; of the great
rules of equity, and the low pmdlnc of courts; of the duty
of every magiftracy and office in the flate, ﬁom the diGator
down to the lidtor ; and of all the fteps by which Rome had
rifen, from her mhncv, to liberty, to power, and grandeur,
and domlmon as well as of all thofe by which ﬂlf.‘ bcrr’ln to
decline, a little before his age, to that fervitude which he
died for oppofing, but lived to fee eftablithed, and in which
not her liberty alone, but her power, and grandeur, and do-
minion were loft ? How well was he chu'linted with the Ro-
man colonies and provinces, with the allies and enemies of the
empire, with the rights and privileges of the former, the dif~
pofitions and conditions of the latter, with the interefts of
them all relatively to Rome, and with the interefts of Rome
relatively to them ? How praient to his mind were the anec~
dotes of former times concerning the Roman and other flates,
and how curious was he to obferve the minuteft CllCl;TDﬂdﬂLLh
that pafled in his own ? His works will anfiver {ufliciently the
queﬁions I afk, and eftablith in the mind of every man who
reads them thL idea I would give of his capacity and know-
ledge, as well as that which is {u llnncrn]ly taken of his elo-

uence. Toa man fraught w 1tI all this flock of knox wledge,
and induftrious to improve it daily, nothing could happen lhkit
was entirely new, nothing for w L;ch he was quite unprepared,
{carce any effect whercof he had not confidered the caufe,
D 2 {carce
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fcarce any caufe wherein his fagacity could not difcern the Ia-
tent effe@. His cloquence in ‘private caufes gave him firft cre-
dit at Rome: but it-was this knowledge, this experience, and
the continued habits of bufinefs, that fupported his reputation,
enabled him to do fo much fervice to his country, and gave
force and authority to his cloquence. To little purpofe would
he have attacked Caravrint with all the vehemence thatin-
dignation, and even fear, added to eloquence, if he had truft-
ed to this weapon alone. This weapon alone would have fe-
cured neither him nor the fenate from the poniard of that
afaflin. He would have had no occafion to boaft, that he
had driven this infamous citizen out of the walls of Rome,
ahiit, exceflit, evafit, erupit, if he had not made it, before-
hand, impoffible for him to continue any longer in them. As
Jittle occafion would he have had to affume the honor of defeat-
ing, without any tumult, or any diforder, the defigns of thofe
who confpired to murder the Roman people, to deftroy the
Roman empire, ‘and to extinguith the Roman name; if he
had not united, by fkill and management, in the common
caufe of their country, orders of men the moft averfe to each
others if he had not watched all the machinations of the
confpirators in filence, and prepared a ftrength {ufficient to re-
Gft them at Rome, and in the provinces, before he cpened
this fcene of villainy to the fenate and the people : in a word,
if he had not made much more ufe of political prudence, that
is, of the knowledge of mankind, and of the arts of govern-
ment, which ftudy and experience give, than of all the powers
of his eloquence.

Sucn was DEmosTrENES, fuch was Cicero, {uch were
all the great men whofe memorics are preferved in hiftory, and
{fuch muft every man be, or endeavour to be, if he has either
fenfe or fentiment, who prefumes to meddle in affairs of go-

vernment,
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vernment, of a free government I mean, and hopes to main-
tain a (Hfﬁllgl!i[htd charadter in popular aflemblies, whatever
part he takes, whether that EJEfupporting, or that of oppofing.
I put the two cafes purpofely, my Lord; becaufe I have ob-
ferved, and your Lordfhip will have frequent occafions of ob-
ferving, many perfons who feem to think that oppofition to an
adminiftration rcquirf:s fewer preparatives, and lefs conftant
application, than the condu& of it. Now, my Lord, I take
this to be a grofs error, and, I am f[ure, it has been a fatal
one. It is one of thofe errors,* and there are many fuch, which
men impute to judgment, and which proceed from the defe&
ofjudgment, as this does from lightnefs, irrefolution, lazinefs,
and a falfe notion of oppofition ; unlefs the perfons, who feem
to think, do not really think in this manner, but, ferving the
public purely for intereft, and not for fame, nor for duty, de-
cline taking the fame pains when they oppofe without perfonal
and immediate reward, as they are willing to take when they are
paid for {erving. Look about you, and you will {ee men eager
to {peak, and keen to ad, when particular occafions prefs

them, or particular motives excite them, but quite unpre-
pared for either : and hence all that fuperficiality in {peaking,

for want of information ; hence all that confufion or inactivi-
ty, for want of concert; and all that difappointment, for
want of preliminary meafures. They who affe@ to head an
oppofiticn, or to make any confiderable figure in it, muft
equal, at leaft, to thofe whom they oppole ; I do not fay,
in parts only, but in application and induftry, and the fruits
of both, information, knowledge, and a certain conftant pre-
parednefs for all the events that may arife. Every adminiftra-
tion is a {yftem of condué : oppofition, therefore, {hould be
a fyftem of condu@ likewife ; an oppofite, but not a depen-
dent i;\fﬂun. I fhall explain myfelf better by an example.
When two armies take the field, ‘the generals on both fides
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have their different plans, for the campaign, either of defence,
or of offence : and as the former does not fufpend his mea-
{ures till he is attacked, but takes them before-hand on every
probable coatmbency, fo the latter does not fufpend hi
till the opportunity of 'Ltmdmm plcﬁms itfelf, but is alert,
and cunﬁantly 1e*1d} to feize it whenever it hapnens and, in
the mean time, is bufy to improve all the advantages of ﬂ.lll
of force,. or of any other kind that he has, or that e can ac-
quire, ‘Ildtpuldu‘tj\ of the plan, and of the motions of his
enemy.

I~ a word, my Lord, this is my notion, and I fubmit it to
you. Au,mdnw to the pu{lnt form of our conftitution, every
miember of either houfe of parliament is a member of a na-
tional ftanding council, born, or appointed by the people, to
promote gmd and to oppofe bad government; and if not
vefted with the power of a minifter of ftate, yet vefted with
the {uperior power of controuling thofe who are appointed fuch
by the crown. It follows from hence, that they who engage
in oppofition, are under as great obligations to prepare them-
felves to controul, as they who ferve the crown are under to
prepare thcmﬁ,lves to carry on, the adminiftration : and that
a party, formed for this purpofe, do not ac like good citizens,
nor honeft men, unlefs they propofe true, as well as oppofe
falfe meafures of government. Sure I am, they do not a& like
wife men, unlefs they aé fyftematically, and unlefs they con-
traft, on every occafion, that {cheme of policy which the
pubhc intereft requires to be followed, with that which is
fuited to no intereft but the private mtu(.ﬂ of the plmce, or
his minifters. Cunning men (feveral fuch there are amo ng
you) will diflike this Conﬁ_qucn(.e and object, that fuch a
condu& would fupport, under the appearance of oppofing, a
weak, and even a wicked adminiftration; and that to pro-

ceed
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ceed in this manner, would be to give good counfel to a bad
minifter, and to extricate him out of diftreffes that ought to
be improved to his ruin. But cunning pays no regard to vir-
tue, and is but the low mimic of wildom. It were eafy to
demonttrate what I have aflerted concerning the duty of an
oppofing party : and I prefume there is no need of laboring
to prove, that a party who oppofed, fyftematically, a wife to
a filly, an honeft to an iniquitous, i{cheme of government,
would acquire greater reputation and ftrength, and arrive more
furely at their end, than a party who oppoled, occafionally
as it were, without any common fyftem, without any general
concert, with little uniformity, little preparation, little perfe-
verance, and as little knowledge or political capacity. But it
is time to leave this invidious fubje&, and to haften to the con<
clufion of my letter before it grows into a book.

I am,

My Lorp, &c.
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