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Acceflion of King GE OR G E the Firft.

Percrive by yours that my difcourfe of the chara&er

and condu& of a Parrior King, in that article which

relates to party, has not entirely fatisfied your expetations.
You expected, from fome things that I remember to have faid -
to you in converfation, and others that have fallen on that oc<
cafion from my pen, a more particular application of thofe ge-
neral reafonings to the prefent time, and to the ftate of parties,
from the late king’s acceflion to the throne. The fubjeét is
delicate enough, and yet I fhall {fpeak upon it what truth
cxads from me, with the utmoft franknefs: for 1 know all
our partics too well, to efteem any; and I am too old, and
too refigned to my fate, to want, or to fear any.

WaaTevERr anecdotes you have been told, for you are too
young to have feen the paflages of the times I am going to

mention, and whatever prepofieflions you have had, take thefe
Vor. IIL R facts
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fa&s for undoubted truths: That there was no defign on foot,
during the four laft years of queen ANNE’s reign, to fet afide
the fucceflion of the houfe of Hanover, and to place the
crown on the head of the pretender to it; nor any party
formed for this purpofe at the time of the death of that
princefs, whofe memory I honor, and therefore feel a juft in-
dignation at the irreverence with which we have feen it treat-
ed. If fuch a defign had been on foot, during that time,
there were moments when the execution of it would not have
been difficult, or dangerous enough, to have ftopped men of
the moft moderate refolution. Neither could a defign of that
nature have been carried on fo long, tho it was not carried in-
to”execution, without leaving fome traces, which would have
appeared when fuch ftri¢t inquifitions were made; when the
papers of fo many of the queen’s fervants were feized, and
even her own papers, even thofe fhe had fealed up to be
burnt after her death, were expofed to fo much indecent in-
{pe&ion., But, laying afide all arguments of the probable
kind, I deny the fa& abfolutely: and I have the better title
to expect credit, becaufe it could not be true without my
knowledge, or at leaft fufpicion of it ; and becaufe even they
who believed it, for all who afferted it did not believe it, had
no proof to produce, nor have to this hour, but vain fur-
mifes ; nor any authority to reft upon, but the clamor of
party.

Tuat there were particular men, who correfponded in-
directly, and dire@ly too, with the pretender, and with others
for his fervice ; that thefe men profefled themfelves to be zeal-
ous in it, and made large promifes, and raifed fome faint
hopes, I cannot doubt : tho this was unknown to me at that
time, or at leaft I knew it not with the fame certainty, and
in the fame detail, that I have known it fince. But if this

was
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was done by fome who were in the queen’s fervice, it was
done too by fome who were out of it, and, I think, with lit-
tle fincerity by ecither.

IT may well feem ftrange to one who carries in his breaft
a heart like yours, that men of any rank, and efpecially of
the higheft, fhould hold a condué fo falfe, fo dangerous, al-
ways of uncertain event, and often, as it was in the cafe here
mentioned, upon remote contingencies, and fuch as th
themfelves think the leaft probable. Even I think it ftrange,
who have been much longer mingled in a corrupt world, and
who have feen many more examples of the folly, of the cun-
ning, and the perfidy of mankind. A great regard to wealth,
and a total contempt of virtue, are fentiments very nearly
allied : and they muft poffefs the whole fouls of men whom
they can determine to fuch infamous duplicity, to fuch double
treachery. In fa& they do fo. One is fo afraid of lofing
his fortune, that he lays in claims to fecure it, perhaps to aug-
ment it, on all {ides, and to prevent even imaginary dangers.
Another values {o little the inward teftimony of a good con-
{cience, or the future reproaches of thofe he has deceived,
that he {cruples not to take engagements, for a time to come,
that he has no defign to keep; if they may ferve as expe-
dients to facilitate, in any fmall degree, the {uccefs of an im-
mediate proje&t. All this was done at the time, on the oc-
cafion, and by the perfons I intend. But the {cheme of de-
feating the proteftant fucceflion was fo far from being laid by
the queen and her minifters, and fuch a refolution was fo far
from being taken, that the very men I {peak of, when they were
prefled by the other fide, that is from Verfailles and St. Germains,
to be more particular, and to come into a clofer concert, de-
clined both, and gave the moft evafive anfwers.

R 2 '-‘t
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A viTrLie before, or about, the time of the queen’s death,
fome other perfons who figured afterwards in the rebellion,
cntuui in good earneft into thoﬁ engagements, as I believe ;
for I do not know exaély the date of them. But whcncvu
they took them, they took them as fingle men. They could
anfwer for no party to back them. They might flatter them-
felves w L..I’nl es and dreams like P OMPEY, if ‘little men and lic-
tle t.ln;.L rmy be compared with great, of legions ready to rife
at the ftamp of their feet. But they had no ‘d“tancc N0 nor
grounds to mpcc"r any troops, cxcept thofe of the Inrrhhmds :
whofe difpolition in general was known. to every man, hutw hOI(:.
miuntéuu{ without the concurrence of other mﬁmc&ions and
other troops, was deemed, even by t thofe that made them take
arms afterwards, nota {hmw* h but a weaknefs; ruin to the poor
people, -and ruin to the ¢aufe. Ina word, thefe men were fo
truly fingle in their engagements, and their meafures were fo

o
1

unripe for a&ion when the rel OlLall(m. of acting 1111!‘:1Luh1t{_]}7
was taken b} them, that, I am perfuaded, they d mﬂ not com-
municate their dL{I(TU. to any one man of confequence that
ferved at that'time with them.  What perfuades me of itis this.
One man, whom they. thought likely to incline to them on fe-
veral accounts, they attempted indirectly and at a great
diftance : they came no nearer to the point with him, neither

then, that is jult before the queen’s death, nor a[tuwam
ThL} had ind Lcd no encouragement to do it ; for, upon this
hint and another c11(,u'nf’m'1cc which fell in, both he and
others took feveral occafions to declare; that tho they would
ferve the queen fa nhfnll\ and exclufively of all other regards
or engagemients, to her l]ﬁ breath, ‘yet after her deceale thty
would. : acknowledge the prince on whom the fucceflion de-
vofvcd by law, and to which they had fworn, and no other.
This du,l“n.tlon would have been that of the f‘II‘ greateft num-
2 ' ber
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ber of the fame party, and would have been ftuck to by them,
if the paffions and private interefts of another party had not
prevailed over the true intereft of a new family that was going
to mount the throne. ~ You may afk me now; and the queftion
will not be at all improper, How it came to pafs, if the queen
and her minifters had no defign to defeat the fucceflion, that fo
much {ufpicion of it prevailed, that fo great an alarm was taken,
and fo great a clamor raifed ? I might anfwer you very thortly
and very truly, By the ftrange condu& of a firft minifter, by
the contefts about the negociations of the peace, and by the
arts of a party.

T uz minds of fome minifters are like the “ fan&um fan-
“.@orum ™ of a temple I have read of fomewhere : before it
a great curtain was {olemnly drawn ; within it nothing was to
be feen but a confufed groupe of mif-fhapen, and imperfe&
forms, heads without bodies, bodies without heads, and the
like.  To develope the moft complicated cafes, and to decide
in the moft doubtful, has been the talent of great minifters:
it Is that of others to perplex the moft fimple, and to be
suzzled by the plaineft. No man was more defirous of power
than'the minifter here intended, and he had a competent fhare
of cunning to wriggle himfelf into it; but then his part was over,
and no man wasmoreata lofs how to employ it. = The ends, he
propofed to himfelf, he faw for the moft part darkly and in-
diftin@ly : and if he faw them a little better, he ftill made
ufe of means difproportionate to them. That private corre-
{pondence with the queen, which produced the change of
the miniftry in 1710, was begun with him whilft he was fe-
cretary of ftate, and was continued, thro him, during the two
years that intervened between his leaving the court, and his re=
turn to it.  This gave him the {ole confidence of the queen,

put him more abfolutely at the head of the party that came
nto
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into power, and invefted him with all the authority that a
firt minifter could have in thofe days, and before any man
could prefume to rival, in that rank, and in this king-
dom, the rank of the ancient mayors of the palace in
France. The tories, with whom and by whom he had rifen,
expeéted much from him. Their expe&ations were ill anfwer-
ed: and I think that fuch management as he employed would
not have hindered them long from breaking from him, if new
things had not fallen in, to engage their whole attention, and
to divert their paflions.

T ue foolith profecution of Sacueverer had carried party-
rage to the heighth, and the late change of the miniftry had
confirmed it there. Thefe circumftances, and many others
relative to them, which I omit, would have made it impoffible,
if there had been honefty and wifdom enough to defire it, to
bring about a coalition of the bulk of the tories and whigs at
the latter end of this reign : as it had been brought about a
few years before under the adminiftration of my lord MarrL-
goroUGH and my lord Goporruin, who broke it foon, and be-
fore it had time to cement, by making fuch an ufe of it as
I am unable to account for, even at this hour. The two
partics were in truth become fadions in the firi& fenfe of the
word. I was of one, and T own the guilt; which no man
of the other would have a good grace to deny. In this
refpe they were alike; but here was the difference: one
was well united, well condu@ed, and determined to their
future, as well as their prefent obje@s. Not one of thefe
advantages attended the other. The minifter had evidently
no bottom to reft his adminiftration upon, but that of the
party at the head of which he came into power : if he had
refted it there, if he had gained their confidence, inftead
of creating, even wantonly, if I may fay fo, a diftruft of

7 _ himf{elf
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himfelf in them, it is certain he might have determined them
to every national intereft during the queen’s time, and after
her death. But this was above his conception as well as his
talents. He meant to keep power aslong as he could, by the
little arts by which he had got into it: he thought that he fhould
be able to compound for himfelf in all events, and cared little
what became of his party, his miftrefs, or the nation. That
this was the whole of his fcheme appeared fufficiently in the
courfe of his adminiflration ; was then feen by fome; and
has been fince acknowledged by all people.  For this purpofe
he coaxed and perfecuted whigs ; he flattered and difappoint-
ed tories ; and fupported, by a thoufand little tricks, his tot-
tering adminiftration. To the tory party he held out the
peace, as an ra when all they expeéted fhould be done for
them, and when they fhould be placed in fuch fulnefs of
power and fuch ftrength of party, ¢ that it would be more
¢ the intereft of the fucceflor to be well with them, than
¢ theirs to be well with him.” Such expreffions were often
ufed, and others of like import : and, I believe, thefe oracu-
lar fpeeches were interpreted, as oracles ufed to be, according
as every man’s inclinations led him.

THe contefts that {oon followed, by the violent oppofition
to the negotiations of peace, did the good hinted at above to
the minifter, and enabled him to amufe and banter his party a
little longer.  But they did great, and in fome refpedts, irre-
parable, mifchief to Great Britain, and to all Europe. One
part of the mifchief they did at home is proper to be mention-
ed here. They dipped the houfe of Hanover in our party~
quarrels, unfeafonably, I prefume to think, and impopularly ;
for tho the conteft was maintained by two parties that pre-
tended equally to have the national intereft at heart, yet
the national intereft was {o plainly on one fide of the queftion,

and
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and the other fide was fo plainly partial, at the expence of
this intereft, to the emperor, the princes of the empire, and
our other ﬂlim, that a fucceflor to the crown, who was him-
felf a prince of Germany, fhould have pleﬁrvcd, in good po-
licy, for this very reafon, the appearance at leaft of fome neu-
trality. The means employed openly to break the queen’s
meafures were indecent and unjuftifiable : thofe employed,
fecretly, and meditated to be employed, were worfe. The
minifters of Hanover, whofe conduét I may cenfure the more
freely becaufe the late king did not approve it all, took fo
remarkable a fhare in the firft, that they might be, and they
were, fufpected of having ﬂm‘u:, in the others. Thishad a
very bad effe@®, which was improved by men in the two ex-
tremes, The whigs defired nothing more than to have it thought
that the fucceflor was theirs, if I may repeat an infolent ex-
preflion which was ufed at that time : the notion did them
honor, and, tho it could give no color, it gave fome ftrength,
to their oppofition. The Jacobites infinuated induftrioudly
the fame thing ; and reprefented that the eftablithment of the
houfe of Hanover would be the eftablifhment of the whig
party, and that the interefts of Great Britain would be con-
ftantly facrificed to fortign interefts, and her wealth drained
to ﬁ]plm ort them under that family. I leave you to judge what
ingreflion fuch exaggerations muft find, on fuch occafion, and
in fuch a ferment. I do not think thty determined men to
Jacobitifm. I know they did not; but I know that they dif-
mclined men from the fucceffion, and made many, who re-
folved to fubmit to it, fubmit to it rather as a neceflary evil,
thanas an eligible good.

Turts was, tothe beft of my obfervation and knowledge,
the ftate of one party. An abfurd one it was, and the con-
{fequences of it were forefeen, foretold, and piLiTLd upon the

minifter
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minifter at the time, but always without effe&, and fome-
times without any anfwers. He had fome private intrigue for
himfelf at Hanover: fo he had at Bar. He was the bubble
of one in the end : the pretender was fo of the other.  But
his whole management in the mean time was contrived to keep
up a kind of general indetermination in the party about the
fucceflion ; which made a man of great temper once fay to
him with paffion, that * he believed no other minifter, at
¢ the head of a powerful party, would not be better at Hano-
¢ yer, if he did not mean to be worfe there.”

Tas flate of the other party was this. The whigs had ap-
peared zealous for the proteftant fucceflion from the time when
king Wirriam propofed it, after the death of the duke of
GroucesTer. The tories voted for it then; and the a&s that
were judged neceffary to fecure it, fome of them at leaft, were
promoted by them. Yet were they not thought, nor did
they affe, as the others did, to be thought, extremely fond
of it. King Wrrrianm did not come into this meafure, till
he found, upon trial, that there was no other fafe and pra&i-
cable : and the tories had an air of coming into it for no other
reafon. Befides which, it is certain that there was at that
time a much greater leaven of Jacobitifm in the tory-lump,
than at the time {fpoken of here.

Now, thus far the whigs acted like a national party, who
thought that their religion and liberty could be fecured by no
other expedient, and therefore adhered to this fettlement of
the crown with diftinguithed zeal. But this national party
degenerated foon into faction ; that is, the national intereft be-
came foon a fecondary and fubfervient motive, and the caufe
of the fucceflion was fupported more for the fake of the party
or faction, than for the fake of the nation; and with views

VoL, 1H. S " that
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that went more direly to the eftablifhment of their own ad-
miniftration, than to a folid fettlement of the prefent royal
family, This appeared, evidently enough, to thofe whom
noife and fhew could not impofe upon, the latter end of
the queen’s reign, and plain beyond difpute to all mankind,
after her deceafe. The art of the whigs was to blend, as un-
diftinguifhably as they could, all their party-interefts with
thofe of the fucceflion : and they made juft the fame fa&tious
ufe of the fuppofed danger of it, as the tories had endea-
voured to make, fome time before, of the fuppofed danger of
the church. As no man is reputed a friend to chriftianity be-
yond the Alpes and the Pyrendes, who does not acknowledge
the papal fupremacy, {o here no man was to be reputed a friend
to the proteftant fucceflion, who was not ready to acknow-
ledge their {fupremacy. The intereft of the prefent royal fa-
mily was, to fucceed without oppofition and rifque, and to
come to the throne in a calm. It was the intereft of a faction
that they fhould come to it in a ftorm. Accordingly the whigs
were very near putting in execution fome of the wildeft pro-
jeéts of infurredtions and rebellion, under pretence of fecuring
what there was not fufficient difpofition, nor any preparation
at all made to obftru@. Happily for the public thefe defigns
roved abortive. They were too well known to have {ucceed-
ed ; but they might have had, and they would have had, moft
fatal confequences. The ftorm, that was not raifed to difturb
and endanger the late king’s acceflion, was only deferred. To
a party, who meant nothing lefs than engrofling the whole
power of the government and the whole wealth of the na-
tion under the fucceflfor, a ftorm, in which every other man
{hould be driven from him, was too neceffary, not to be con-
jured up atany rate ; and it was fo immediately after the late
king’s acceffion. He came to the throne eafily, and quietly,
and took poffeflion of the kingdom with as little trouble, as
7 he
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he could have expected if he had been not only the queen’s
fucceflor, but her fon. - The whole nation fubmitted chear-
fully to his-government, and the queen’s fervants difcharged
the duty of their offices, whilft he continued them in their
offices, in fuch a manner as to merit his approbation. This
was fignified to fome of them, to the fecretaries in particular,
in the ftrongeft terms, and according to his majefty’s exprefs
order, before the whole council of ftate. He might I think,
I thought then that he ought, and every man, except the earl
of O—p, who believed, or had a mind to make others be-
lieve, that his influence would be great in the new reign, ex-
pected, that he would have given his principal confidence
and the principal power of the adminiftration to the whigs:
but it was {carce poflible to expec, that he would imme-
diately let loofe the whole fury of party, fuffer the queen’s
fervants, who had furely been guilty of no crime againft him,
nor the ftate, to be fo bitterly perfecuted ; and profcribe in
effet every man in the country who did not bear the name of
whig. Princes have often forgot, on their acceflion to a
throne, even perfonal injuries received in party quarrels: and
the faying of Lewis the twelfth of France, in anfwer to thofe
who would have perfuaded him to fhew feverity to La Tre-
MOUILLE, is very defervedly famous. * God forbid,” faid
he, ¢ that Lewis the twelfth fhould revenge the quarrels of
¢ the duke of Orleans.” Other princes, who have fought
their way to the throne, have not only exercifed clemency,
but fthewn favor to thofe who had ftood in arms againft them :
and here again I might quote the example of another king of
France, that of Henry the fourth. But to take an example
in our own country, look back to the reftoration, confider all
that pafled from the year 1641 to the year 1660, and then com=
pare the meafures that king Crarvres the fecond was advifed
to purfue, for the eftablithment of his government, in the cir-

S 2 cumfitances
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cumftances of that time, with thofe which the late king was
advifed, and prevailed on, againft his opinion, inclination,
and firft refolution, to purfue, in the circumftances I have
juft mentioned. I leave the conclufion to the candor and }
good fenfe of every impartial reader. :

To thefe meafures of unexpected violence, alone, it muft
be afcribed, that the pretender had any party for him of
ferergoth Sutficient: to appear and aé&. Thefe meafures, alone,
produced the ‘troubles that followed, and dyed the royal er-
mines of a prince, no way fanguinary, in blood. Iam far
from excufing one party, for {uffering another to drive them
into rebellion. I wifh I could forget it myfelf. But there
are two obfervations on that event, which I cannot refufe
myfelf to make. One is, that the very manner in which
this rebellion was begun, fhews abundantly that it was a
ftart of paflion, a fudden phrenfy of men tranfported by
their refentment, and nothing lefs than the execution of a
defign long prcmcdlmted ael plepared The other is, that
few examples are to be found in hiftory, perhaps none, of
what happened on this occafion, when the fame men, in the
fame country, and in the compafs of the fame year, were
ready to rife in arms againft one prince without any natienal
caufe; and then provoked, by the violence of their councils,
the oppofite facion to rife in acual rebellion againft the
fuccefior.

Trese are fome of the effe@ts of maintaining divifions in

a nation, and of governing by faction. I might defcend into
a detail of many fatal confequences that have followed, from ‘
the firft falfe ftep which was taken, when the prefent fettle-
ment was fo avowedly made, on the narrow bottom of
party. ButI confider that this difcourfe is growing into-length ;
7 that
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that I have had, and fhall have occafion to mention fome of
thefe confequences clfewhere ; and that your own refleions
on what has been faid will more than fupply what I omit to
fay in this place. Let me therefore conclude by repeating,
that divifion has caufed all the mifchief we lament, that union
can alone retrieve it, and that a great advance towards this
union was the coalition of parties, {o happily begun, fo fuc-
cefsfully carried on, and of late fo unaccountably negle@ed,
to fay no worfe. But let me add, that this union can never
be complete, till it become an union of the head with the
members, as well as of the members with one another : and
that fuch an union can never be expected till patriotifm fills the
throne, and faction be banithed from the adminiftration.

SOME
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