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of a revelation, concu‘ning which we can {carce attempt to
reafon without impiety. Thus we may believe that men are
to live again in another ftate, and that they will be dealed
with therL, even with fome regard to the ufe they have made
of their free-will here.  But to enforce this hypothefis by any
attempts to prove that the difpenfations of providence here
are unjuft, or to advance any thing concerning the affumed
tuture ftate, which cannot be reconciled to the divine perfec-
tions, is impious and abfurd. It is impious and abfurd, there-
fore, to reft the demonftrated exiftence of an all-perfect Being
on an hypothefis that imputes real injuﬁi(:f" to him herealter,
as an expedient to {creen him from the imputation of imagi-
nary injuftice here : and the divines, who do this, if they are
not atheifts, which it is reafonable as well as charitable to be-
lieve that none of them are, muft be efteemed abettors at leaft
of atheifm, by every man who examines impartially their
whole proceeding.

LXVII.

ETAPHYSICAL writers counfel us fometimes very
gravely to filence 1111'1g1n'1t10n, that we may attend to
experience, and hearken to the voice of reafon. The advice is
good, and they would neither puzzle themfelves, nor perplex
knowledge, if they took it as they give it. But who can for-

bear {miling, when thefe very men abandon themfelves, at the

fame inftant, to all the feductions and to all the tranfports of

their own imaginations? No men do fo more than thefe, not
even the perfons of your own tribe: and, as many of their
writings, from thofe of Prato down to {fome that are very
modern, might pafs more juftl % for poems than for Phll(){(}—
phical treatifes, fo was I not in the wrong when I advifed
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you to fuppofe rather that Barneverr or Scrizterus had
proved your rape of the lock to be philofophical, than to fup-
pofe they had proved it to be a political poem. Thefe philo-
_ fophcrs are {o afraid of ignorance, that they expofe them{elves
to error, which is worfe. What they imagine prefumptuou {ly
may be, they pafs dogmatically for that which is, in matters
of the firft philofophy above all. - You carry on your poetical
fyftems per ambages deorumque minifteria: and, for this
purpofe, no other being can be {fo like to man as a poetical
god, nor any intricacies of your marvellous fo great as thofe
of imaginary abftraétions, imaginary analogies, and delufive
founds, which thefe men employ to carry on theirs. It is
hard very often to difcover their meaning, or even whether
they have any meaning or no: and when we examine clofel
what is intelligible in their writings, we find it fometimes
hard, and fometimes impoflible, to reconcile clearly and con-
{iftently many things that they advance in maintainance of the

{fame fyftem, and in a fuppofed conformity to it.
7 > Pi %

Turs world is called, by fome, the porch or entrance into
another. We go from the porch into the houfe by death; for
death does not deftroy that {foul, that felf which is the living
agent. It deftroys, indeed, the grofs material body, or, to
{fpeak in the familiar {ublime of SocraTEs, the foul wears out
her fuit of cloathes*. Nay, fhe was faid to wear out fo many,
in different ftates, both before and after this, that there was
fome apprehenfion taken left (he fhould wear out herfelf at
laft. They who affert a future as well as the prefent life con-
net the two,in fome of theirdifcourfes, {o intimately together,
that they affume the moral government of God, which begins
in one, to be carried on more perfeétly and to be complete in

* Vid. Puagp. in PraTo.
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the other. Thus virtue has a fufficient {phere of acion, and
all the confequences of it have time to follow. Good men
may all unite with one another, and with other orders of vir-
tuous creatures, and form one blefled fociety in a future ftate:
nay, this happy effe& of virtue, in diftant {cenes and puiods,
may have a tuldency to amend thofe vicious creatures, through-
out th{, univerfal kingdom 0[ God, who are capable of amen d—
ment™*.  They who exprefs th(.mfuw.s in this manner, who
think that virtue is militant here, and may be and is o(tui
overborne, but that it may co;nb_it with greater advantay
hereafter, and plU.’ il comyj lLLk]'\, and enjoy it’s confeq
rewards in fome future {hth, tho they think the pre fent a
of probation und trial, cannot think it to be fuch finally
the language of dn]ms in general, is different. lho they
are not quite agreed about the Ltumtj of torments in hell,
yet thC} are agreed that our ftate of ps robation ends with }s
life; that hoa ever we are difpofed of from the hour of death to
the day of judgment, that judgment will be determined by
what we have done in this ftate; and that the exa& diftribu-
tion of rewards and punithments then made, will, and alone
can, fet the prefent diforders and inequalities right, and jufti-
fy on the whole that fcheme of providence ¢, which appears
in the {fmall portion of it that we fee {o inexplicable, fo
confufed, and fo unworthy of infinite wifdom, juftice "md
f‘Of)dnLia

Tae firft of thefe theological hypothefes, for fuch they are
to reafon, independently oI 1(,"*\,1(“1(\11 one as much as the
other, may be reccived. Far from ﬂ.udﬁng dire&tly, and ex-

"F.nff indirectl ¥ the ; :'“n'.“dc".c; of God, it does not {o much
as imy \i‘f any thing repugnant to the perfections of f the divine

Vid. Anal, of Relig. P. 1. C, 3. + Vid. Crarxre’s Evid. Prop. 4.

Rrr 2 nature,
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nature. I do not prefume to fay, that thefe perfections re-
quire it {hould be true, nor that my underftanding is able fully
to comprehend it.  But fince I may believe it true, tho I can-
not believe the latter to be fo without contraditing the fun-
damental principles of theifm, I embrace with joy the pleafing
expectations it raifes in my mind. The antient and modern
epicureans provoke my indignation, when they boaft, as a
mighty acquifition, their pretended certainty that the body
and the foul die together® If they had this certainty then,
would the difcovery be fo very comfortable? When I confult
my reafon, I am ready to afk thefe men, as Turry afked their
predecefiors, where that old doating woman is who trembles
at the acherontia templa, the alta orci, and all the infernal
hobgoblins, furies with their fnakes and whips, devils with
their cloven feet and lighted torches? Was there need of {o
much philofophy to keep thefe mighty genii from living under
the fame terrors? I would afk further, is the middle between
atheifm and {uperftition {o hard to find? Or may not thefe
men ferve as examples to prove what PLutarcu affirms, ¢ that
“ fuperftition leads to atheifm ? For me, who am no philo-
{fopher, nor prefume to walk out of the high road of plain com-
mon {enfe,+ but content myfelf to be governed by the dictates
of nature, and am, therefore, in no danger of becoming athei-
ftical, fuperftitious, or {ceptical, 1 fhould have no difficulty
which to chufe, if the option was propoled to me, to exift
after death, or to die whole, as it has been called. Be there
two worlds, or be there twenty, the fame God is the God of
all, and wherever we are, we are equally in his power., Far
from fearing my Creator, that all-perfe@ Being whom I adore,
I thould fear to be no longer his creature.

* Se, cum tempus mortis veniffet, totos effe perituros.
+ Introd. to Princ. of hum. knowl.
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