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cufations themfelves to be made up of exageration, and falfe
reprefentation.  As to the fecond, neither their cafe, nor their
condudt, is the fame. In the chara@er of philofophers they
are under no neceffity of maintaini ng this hypothefis, nor
obliged to excufe that providence they never accufed. But in
the chara@er of divines they are under this neceflity, and their
profeflion obliges them to defend every part of the fyftem it
was inftituted to defend. They defend it, therefore, and they
find the tatk of doing fo in concert with their brethren much
harder, than that of defending the caufe of God againft their
brethren and the atheifts in alliance, by {hewing that there is
more good than evil in this world, and that the happinefs of
mankind is provided for fufficiently in it.

LXIX.

IF the immortality of the foul could be proved by phyfical
arguments, the eternity of rewards and punifhments would
be no'neceflary corollary deducible from it. But this immor-
tality is a confequence necefiarily deducible from this cternity.,
This immortality, thercfore, feems to reft on 1 moral proof,
and an inverted order of reafoning, fince if the juftice of God
requires that there fhould be a flate of eternal rewards and
punifhments, the foul of man is immortal, certainly, and the
fame perfons, who were virtuous or vicious here, muft receive
their retribution there. To conceive this perfonal identity,
which is afcertained by our confcioufnefs, and which is known
as intuitively as our exiftence in the prefent, and muft be fo
in the future ftate, unlefs we drink of the water of Lethe b

the way, is not difficult furely ; and it may be matter of {ur-
prife to obferve how many {cruples have been' raifed concern-
ing it by men who fcem ‘to embrace the reft of this doctrine

without
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without any.  The reft of this do&rine is, however, as incon-
ceivable as this part of it is plain; and whether we {fuppoie
that it was derived from an opinion of the immortality of
the foul, or that this opinion was derived from it, neither
way will it ftand the teft of reafon; for in one cafe it is
founded originally on mere imagination, or on phyfical and
metaphyfical proofs that are infufficient; and in the other,
the opinion of the foul’s immortality is founded original-
ly on moral proofs that are precarious, to fay no worfe of
them yet.

It is faid that this opinion was brought into Greece firft
by PurrecypEs of Syros. But the doérine of future rewards
and punifhments had been brought thither long before. It
is indeed far more probable that this opinion and this
do@rine were imported together by OzprEus, and other an-
tient poets, tho the mafter of PyTrHacoras might be the firft
who writ in profe on thefe, or on any philofophical fubject.
But, however this was, it is obvious enough that they, who
believed the immortality of the foul, and future rewards and
punifhments in another life, did not believe an cternity of
torments to be the common fate of the wicked. The priefts
had rcafons of private as well as of public intereft to encreafe
thefe terrors ; and yet in days of the blindeft fuperftition they
tried to reconcile them, by feveral foftenings, to the juftice oi:
God, and to the belief of men. The whole mythology ot
the other world was fo abfurd, and fo confufed in itfelf, and
it is come down to us in fo many dark and inconfiftent re-
ports, that the learned attempt in vain to make out any co-
herent fyftem of it. Thus much however we know; that
whilft the pagans inftalled in the choir of the gods fome
men, whofe fepulchers were to be feen on earth, for the good

or great actions they had done in their gencrations, ¢ yiros.
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¢ claros et fortes™,”” and beftowed on thefe a fort of feden-
tary immortality, they held that there was a middle ftate,
wherein they who were neither good enough for heaven, nor
bad enough for hell, the ¢ animae fanabiles” of PraTo,
thould be purged, and their ftate of probation, as it were,
lengthened. This purgatory your church has borrowed: -but
the heathen divines applied the belief of it to a very theiftical
purpofe, to juflify the providence of God in his dealings with
men ; and your church has made ufe of this belief to a very
mercenary purpofe, to bubble the laity, and to enrich the
pricfthood. We know further that the {yftem of a metem-
piychofis, according to which the perfons, who exifted in the
human ftate, had pre-exifted, and would exift again, after
they went out of this, in others; and that the feveral ranks
and orders of beings in heaven, as well as the feveral degrees
and kinds of punifhment in hell, were invented to anfwer
the obje&tions that were made to the government of God in
this world, and that might be made to the oeconomy of the
fame government in the next; if it was afflumed that all
thofe, who did not deferve to be damned at their going out of
this life for what they had done in it, were faved alike, and
that all thofe, who did not deferve to be faved, were damned
at the fame time in a lump. Thefe hypothefes, and others
of the fame fort, were very extravagant no doubt; but ftill
they were well intended. They afforded anfwers at leaft as
good as the objeions made to the difpenfations of provi-
dence in this life, and they rendered thofe of the fame pro-
vidence in another life lefs repugnant to the notions of juftice.

How great this repugnancy is, and how much reafon there
is to apprehend that it fhould deftroy little by little, among men

* TuLiy.
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who reafon for themfelves, and are not ftupidly implicite, all
thofe impreflions whichthe belief of a future ftate is {o ufefully
defigned to give; rather than to hope that the received hypo-
thefis fthould fortify thefe impreflions, or even preferve them
on the minds of fuch men; two obfervations will help to

{hew: one of which cannot be contradi&ted, and the other of

which is fo eafily proved, that, like felf-evident propofitions
which admit of no proof, it fearce requires any. 'That which
cannot be contradiGed isthis. As much as chriftian divines
are hampered by fome expreflions in holy writ, there are
thofe among them who appear very evidently to have disbe-
lieved the eternity of the torments of hell; for it is too little to
fay that they doubted about them, or feemed to oppofe them :
and thefe are men who bow to none in fuperiority of parts
and learning. Such too there were in the church of old.
That which fcarce requires any proof is this. They who
maintain this eternity are reduced to employ fuch arbitrary
affumptions, fuch inconfiftency in what they advance, and fuch
futility of argument, as they would reproach feverely to
others, and be athamed to employ themfelves on any fubject
that was not theological. The writings of thefe men are in
every hand, and I dare appeal to you, whether you can force
vour inward fenfe to admit that eternal torments in another
life are confiftent with any notions of juftice you are able to
frame, cither becaufe every finis an offence againft an infi-
nite Being, 'and therefore deferves infinite punithment, as
if every offence was to be punifhed, not according to the de-
oree of it, but in proportion to the dignity of the lawgiver;
or becaufe thefe torments may be a warning to the heathen,
whofe ftate of probation may be extended, beyond this life,
and muft be extended to make this argument good, beyond
the confummation of all things; or finally, for it would be
tedious and ufelefs to mention any more, becaufe the damned

may
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may grow mad, and not feel their mifery, or grow fond of it,
in which cafe if it was not cruel, it would be abfurd, to
continue their punithments?

Cowmpare the greateft human virtue you can imagine, cx-
poled to all the calamities of life during a term of fifty or
threelcore years, and recompenfed with happinefs which ex-
ceeds valtly in every inftance of it, as much as in it’s duration,
the fum total of all thefe calamities, that is, with happinefs
infinite and eternal, Compare the greateft human wickednefs
you can imagine, accompanied with an uninterrupted un-
mingled affluence of every thing which can go to the confti-
tution of human felicity during the fame number of years, and
after that punifhed in a ftate of exceflive and never ending
torments. What proportion, in the name of God, will you find
between the virtue and the recompence, between the wicked-
nels and the punithment? One of thefe perfons has amends
made to him beyond all conceivable degrees of a juft repara-
tion. The other has punithment infli¢ted on him beyond all
conceivable degrees of a neceflary terror. Again. Suppofe
two men of equal virtue, but of very oppofite fortunes in this
life. 'The one extremely happy, the other as unhappy during
the whole courfe of it.  Are thefe men recompenfed alike in
the next? If they are, there arifes fuch a difproportion of
happinefs in favor of one of thefe virtuous men, as muft appear
inconfiftent with juftice, and can be imputed to nothing but
partiality, which theifm will never impute to the Supreme
Being, whatever artificial theology may do and does in many
inftances.  Are thefe two men not recompenfed alike? Has
one of them a greater, and the other a lefs fhare of happinefs
in that heaven, to which they both go? If this be faid and
allowed, the fame difproportion, nay, a difproportion infi-
nitely greater will remain, The difference muft be made

by
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by the degree, it cannot be made by the duration of this hap-
pinefs, which both of them are to enjoy eternally. Now
any degree of happinefs the more, tho never fo {mall, en-
joyed eternally, will exceed infinitely not only all the
happinefs of earth, but all that of heaven which can be
enjoycd in any determined number of years. If you fup-
pofe two perfons of equal guilt, one of whom has been as
happy as a wicked man can be, and the other of whom has
fuffered as much mifery in this life as a wicked man can be
thought to deferve; the fame reafoning will hold good: the
difproportion of punifhments in one cafe. will be like the dif-
proportion of rewards in the other, and that juftice, which is
{aid to be the fame in God as in our ideas, will be acquitted
in neither. A divine, prefled by fuch arguments, might have
recourfe, for aught I know, to fomething like that balance,
wherein it was faid that WorrLasTon affe&ted to weigh hap-

inefs and mifery even to grains and fcruples, in order to
afTume that the additional degrees of happinefs in heaven,
and of mifery in hell, ceafe as foon as the account between the
two worlds is made even, and the difproportion taken away;
after which the two good men and the two wicked men
remain in the different ftates allotted to them, on an equal
foot. This might be faid by one accuftomed to make hy-
pothefes at random and without any other rule than his
want of them, but I cannot think it would deferve a ferious
anfwer.

LXX.

OMETHING elfc may be faid, that will appear more

L reafonable at firft, and that will be found, on examina-
tion, only to fet the injuftice of the affumed future difpenfa-
Vor. V. g & tions
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