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510 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

be abfolutely impenetrable. We are able to account, in great
meafure, for the general diftribution of good and evil here,
tho not perhaps for every particular inftance. But we are
wholly unable to fay what will happen hereafter. This only
we know, that neither here, nor hereafter, God will deal with
his creatures in direé violation of thofe natures and eflences
of things which he himfelf has conftituted, and has given
them the means of knowing. He will not deal with them
according to one rule here, and according to another here-
after.

As we mult believe, if we think worthily of the Supreme
Being, that he will not proceed with his human creatures, in
any ftate, in violation of that juftice which he has conftituted
in the nature of things, and whereof he has made them able
to acquire ideas and notions; fo we muft be on our guard
left we fhould be induced to believe that he will proceed, at
any time, agreeably to thofe affections and paffions which
have {o great a fhare in directing our condué, and {o much
influence over our thoughts.  Sovereign reafon is exempt
from affe@ion and paffion; and the great caufe of error in
theifm is this, we judge of it with all our affections and
paflions about us. What the effecs of this caufe were in the
heathen world we all know. But few of us confider that the
fame caufe has worked ever fince, works ftill, and if it does
not produce a crop of errors as foul and as abominable as
thofe, it produces a crop not lefs abundant.

LXXI.

HATEVER the vulgar religion of the heathen
taught, their philofophers, even thofc of them who
aflumed providence to be the moft acive in dire&ing the
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affairs of this world, were unanimous in their opinion, that
the Supreme Bunﬁ was -never angry, nor ever did harm™
The firft part needs no commentary, the fecond very little.
They believed that God punifthed in this life, but thq be-
lieved that his punithments were inflicted for the general ad-
vantage of mankind; that the evil which happened to the
virtuous was defigned by his goodnefs to tr}-’ their virtue, to
preferve, and to improve it by exercife; that the evil which
came on the wicked was dire¢ted by his juftice to chaftife
their crimes, to tc1111), and reform ; and that a being, who
a&ted always on motives of goodnefs and juftice, c(mld be
never faid with truth and propriety to do harm. Such
was the language of heathen divines, and thus they repre-
fented the proceedings of God to man. But our artificial theo-
logy holds another, which is very different. Let us mention
fome of thofe doétrines which are of this kind, and begin and
terminate in that which is here oppofed pa 1t1LuLu]y Accord-
ing to them, God loves, and he hates, he is partial, angry,
and revengeful. He creates fome rational beings with a
determination to fave them, and others only to damn them.
It is not fure that repentance and amendment can appeafe
the wrath of God, nor any thing lefs than"a facrifice. He
has given a law, tllL Lo GERAbIrE and of reafon, to all his hu-
man creatures; the fan&ions of it are a tU]ul tendency of
virtue to the happinefs,and of vice to the mliuv of mankind
but thefe fan&ions are {o 1 1mpert c& that tluy cannot pmw
obedience to thelaw, even with the fu_arwkmmrll help of occa-
fional interpofitions on the part of God, and of a conftant
difciplim‘ of civil laws on the part of man. To fup '} 1,’ this
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imperfeétion, therefore, there muft be neceflarily {fome fur-
3 3
* Num iratum timemus Jovem? At hoc quidem commune eft omnium
philofophoram . . . . .. nunquam nec irafei Deum, nec nocere. Turr, de
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ther fan&tions of this law, and thefe are the rewards and pu-
nithments referved to a future flate.

Heze is ample room for refleGtions. I fhall make but
three. The term ¢ imperfection ™ is, in this cafe, employed
cquivocally; for we may conceive an abfolute and a relative
perfetion, and that which appears imperfet in one of thefe
confiderations, may be perfe¢t in the other, according to the
defign of the lawgiver. We may prefume to fay, that if it
had been in the order of God’s defigns to make "the flate of
mankind as happy as the univerfal and fteady obfervation of
this law would make it, he would have made the {an&ions of
the law as perfe@ as the law. But we fee by what he has
done, which is the only fure way of knowing what he de-
figned, that we were made to live in a ftate of moderate and
mixed happine(s. His law fhews us the perfection of our na-
ture, in which that of our happinefs confifts. Reafon draws
us to it, affections and paffions from it; and our free-will, in-
clining fometimes to one, and fometimes to the other, main-
tains that ftate which mankind is appointed to hold in the or-
der of rational beings. Had the fanétions of the law of nature
been ftronger, we fhould have rifen above this ftate. Had
they been weaker, we fhould have funk below it. Thus they
are relatively perfed, relatively to the defign of the lawgiver ;
and neither the goodnefs, nor the juftice of God, required that
we thould be made better, nor happier, than we are.

Bur, further, if we will fuppofe any other fancions necef-
fary to enforce the original and univerfal law of God, the law
of our nature, they cannot be thofe of a future flate. Future
rewards and punifhments are fan&ions of the evangelical, as
temporal were of the mofaical law. San&ions muft be con-
tained in the law, they muft be a part of it. In their promul-
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gation they muft precede, as the law does, neceffarily all acts
of obedience, or difobedience to it; tho in their execution
they are retrofpecive to thefe aéls, and are the confequences
of them. So likewife new fanétions may be added to an old
law by the fame authority that madeit. But juftice requires
that the new be as public as the old, and that the authority of
them be as well afcertained to every one who is bound by the
law. Thefe conditions are effential, there can be no fanéion
without them; and therefore the rewards and punifhments
of a future ftate, which have not thefe con dmom, are no fan-
&ions of the natural law. Reafon and inuwtncc that taught
men this law, {hewed them the {an&ions of it. But l‘ClthCl of
them pc )11.Lui out thefe. Have we any grounds to believe, that
they were known to the antediluvian world? Do Llu} {tand at
the hmd or ta 11 of the feven precepts given to the fons of
Noan? Were ey fo much as mentioned by. Mosts; whohad
need of every i ..... %ion, that his knowledge, or his imagination,

could fuggeft, to govern the unruly people to whom he gave

a law in LI]L name of God? VV(.rc they believed, was that of
future punifhments, at leaft, believed by any of the philofo-

pher: f Greece? PYTHAGORAS t(:]d. ftrange 1 ‘()iiLS indeed, of
the infernal regions, where he had been in his fu;«..d] t;.snf—
migrations from bedy to body; and Praro had his informa-

tions” from Frus the Pamphylian, who came back like a
m:ﬁlngcr {ent on 111.;*;})0&: to g'lvc an account of this new dif-
covered world.  But were they in cwncﬂ ? It would be ridi-
culous to think that they were. Both of them affected to be
]:1\‘.’(“i\‘crr;, and it is no wonder that in this character they em-
}lov d an hypothefis; which other lawgivers had employed
with f{uccefsin thofe eaftern nations with which they were
acquainted.

Vor. V. Uuu Frowm
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Frou fuch religions, from fuch philofophy, and from fuch
political inftitutions, the jews, who picked up many fcraps
of all thefe among the Aegyptians and their neighbours in the
eaft, introduced the do&rine of future rewards and punifh-
ments into their own foon after the captivity of Babylon at
leaft. But whenever they introduced it, this doctrine was
not of their 6wn growth moft certainly., It was not derived
{from their original, revelation: and accordingly it was not
received by that fe& who adhered frictly to the law. Thus
we fee that this affumed double fan@ion, far from being co-
eval with the law of nature, or any pofitive law of God, was
unknown long to the nations who lived under the former, and
even to his chofen people who lived under the latter; and
that when it was known, and wherever it was known, it was
plainly of human, not of divine authority.

My third refle&tion is this. As the double fan&ion of re-
wards and punithments in a future flate was in fa@ invented
by men, it appears to have been fo by the evident marks of
humanity that charaderife it. The notions whereon it is
founded are taken rather from the defe@s, than the excellen-
cies oi the human nature, and favour more of the human pal-
fions, than of juftice or prudence; for Seneca faid very con-
fiftently, tho Prarto, whom he quotes, very inconfiftently,
¢ nemo prudens punit quia peccatum eft, fed ne peceetur.”
How worthily foever fome philofophers might think of the
Supreme Being in this, and in other refpeéts, who did not
believe that God fpared the wicked in this world in oppofi-
tion to his juftice, that they might have an apparent reafon
to give for his punithment of them in another world in oppo-
fition to his mercy and juftice both; the vulgar heathen be-
licved their JuriTer, as well as their inferior divinities, liable to

{fo
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fo many human paffions, that they might be cafily induced to
believe him liable, in his government of mankind, to thofe of
love and hatred, of anger and vengeance, They might at-
tribute thefe to him in his public, as well as the others in his
private capacity; for, according to them, he acted in both: and
it is hard to fay which of thefe paflions could be attributed to
him with greater irreverence. The jews indeed, as often as
they made God defcend from heaven, and as much as they
made him refide on earth, were far from cloathing him with
corporeity, and imputing corporeal vices to him. But the
very firft, and almoft every other point of their theology,
hiftory, and tradition fhewed him in two other capacities, one
not fo thocking as what the heathens imputed to JUPITER in
one capacity, but little lefs irreverent; for the Creator of all
things, the oneSupreme Being, was at the fame time, according
to allthefe, the tutelary local deity of a family, and a nation,
with whom he entered into covenants that bound him and
them mutually. I need to defcend into no further particu-
lars. They are enough known, and extremely {uitable to the
furft principle of this fyftem, which contains fuch inftances of
partiality in love, and hatred, of furious anger, and unrelent-
ing vengeance in a long feries of arbitrary judgments, and
bloody executions, as no people on earth, but this, would have
afcribed, 1 do not fay to God, but to the worft of thofe mon-
fters who are fuffered, or fent by God, for a fhort time, to
punifh the iniquity of men. Is it any matter of wonder now,
that the greateft part of a people trained up in fuch notions of
the Supreme Being, and of his arbitrary government here, thould
be difpofed to receive a heathenifh dodrine, which taught
nothing more arbitrary, tho a little more cruel, of his proceed-
ings hereafter? Is it any matter of wonder that they, who be-
licved God infliGted punifhments to the third and fourth gene-
ration on innocent perfons, fhould believe that he punifhed

) R B offend-
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offenders themfelves eternally’; if even they did not foften
this feverity by a metempfychofis, or fome other way which
I do not well remember, nor think it worth my while to
examine?

Tris do@rine was in vogue in the church of Mosgs, when
that of Jesus began. The fadducees declined, the pharifees
florithed, and the great fyftematifer of chriftianity was him-
felf a pharifee. He, who infifts {o fignally on an arbitrary exer-
cife of the power of God, might have eftablithed very con-
fiftently this do&rine of eternal rewards and punifhments, by
his gofpel, if it had been eftablifhed by no other, But it
was part of the original revelation; and how abfurd foever it
might be in the jews to take it from the gentiles, who
had taught it without either reafon or revelation to autho-
rife them, it might feem reafonable to the chriftians to adopt
it.  When the jews affumed it on the faith of idolatrous and
fuperftitious people, they added a new fan&ion to an old law.
When the chriftians adopted it, they received the new law,
and the new fan&ion together, on the faith of the fame reve-
lation. Thus one obje@ion to the do&rine was prevented, and
every man, who entered into the new covenant, knew this con-
dition of it before hand.  But the other obje&ions remained
ftill in force; and on the whole it was found fo impoffible to
reconcile this fanction of eternal punifhments to the divine
attributes, and thefe future invifible Judgments of God to
the actual proceedings of his providence, that in the early
days of chriftianity it was rejected by fome not inferior to any
in knowledge or in zeal.

LXXII.
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