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536 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

thefe {criptures were writ, compiled, or publithed. In the
former, we are told that he defigns to exercife our faith, which
is the angular ftone of every inftituted religion: in the latter,
that he was pleafed to {peak according to vulgar error, that
he might be the better underftood ; as if the {upreme intelli-
gence, the God of truth, could ftand in need of an expedient
to which no philofopher would think himfelf reduced.

LXXVI.

T is ftrange to obferve that fuch a writer, as archbifhop
King, thould recommend his favorite analogy as the pro-

per, and necefary, the ufual and general method of teaching,
and inftructing mankind, and of leading them to knowledge,
after he has affumed over and over, that all our knowledge of
the divine nature and perfe@tions refts on thefe notions folely,
and can be carried no further. When we are inftruéted by
analogy, by comparifon, by figure in one word, on other oc-
cafions, it is in order to arrive at the knowledge of matters
knowable. Knowledge that was to reft in thefe, would not
be deemed knowledge, nor even that which we might think
we acquired by reafoning from them; for demonftration can-
not arife from real and much lefs from afflumed fimilitude nor
figure. It muft be eftablithed on intuitive, or fenfitive know-
ledge. ~The reafon is obvious. Similitudes may be affumed,
and figures employed falfely. We muft go beyond them, and
reafon independently of them, to know whether they lead us
totruth, or not; for the anger of God may be as improper an
tmage, as that of his hands and feet, and there may be, as
doubtlefs there is, in one reprefentation no more proportion,
nor refemblance, than in the other. Analogy confifts of fome
fimilitude and fome diverfity.  As faft as we perceive this fi-
militude
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fimilitude and this diverfity, it may help us to prove; but of
itlelf, and without this comparifon, which cannot be made
when the obje& is unknown, it can neither prove, nor help
us to prove. The right reverend author 1 have quoted fo
oftenis fond of an example or two, one of which turns againit

him, and the other makes nothing for him.

To the man, who is a ftranger to any country, we produce
a map of it. The map is only paper and ink. It is not the
country, it has very little likenefs to the country; yet this ana-
logy gives him notions, and as much knowledge of the coun-
try as ferves his prefent purpofe. Now in the firft place, tho
it be true that the map gives him the notion of a new coun-
try, it is equally true that the map gives him no new notion.
He knew what mountains, and valleys, and lakes, and rivers
are, before he faw the map; and all he learns by it is, that there
are fuch in this unknown country: fo that the comparifon
thews, much againft the intention of the writer, if it thews
any thing, that the human paffions with which we were ac-
uainted long before the analogical map was {pread before us,
are the fame in God that they are in us. The ftrokes and
lines of the map do not fhew us Highgate, nor the Thames ;
the mountains may be higher, the rivers deeper, but they are
mountains and rivers ftill, and the nature and the face of the
country are much the fame. In the next place, the map was
made by perfons who had been on the {pot, or by the com-
munication of exa& memorials from them, and they to whom
it is of the utmoft confequence to know this knowable coun-
try may refort to it, and verify or correct the map, inftead of
trufting tomen who know the country no better than they do,
or who may have an intereft to deccive them.

Vor. V. ZZET ANOTHER
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AnorHer example is taken from our fenfitive knowledge
of outward objeéts. The fun, for inftance, gives us by his
effe@s the ideas of light and heat; but what they are in them-
felves, or what the phyfical nature of the fun’ is, we know
not. Juft fo, the dire@®ion of God’s providence in the go-
vernment of the world gives us she ideas of anger and re-
venge; but what thefe are in themfelves, or what the moral
nature of God is, we know not. This comparifon may feem
plaufible perhaps to fome perfons. But it will not hold.
Whatever light and heat are in themfelves, the fimple ideas
that we diftinguith by thefe names are raifed by the action of
the fun immediately, and uniformly. But the complex ideas
of anger and revenge arc not {o raifed by any a&, or direQion
of providence. Difagreeable fenfations, or pain may be im-
mediate effe@s of fuch a&sor directions; but the moral caufes
of thefe are of our own invention. They are not uniformly
afligned neither, as they are not immediately, nor determi-
nately known; for the fame appearancés which are afcribed
to God’s anger or revenge by one man, and at one time, will
be afcribed to his juftice, or even to his mercy, by another
man at the fame time, or by the fame man at another time.
In all thefe cafes, the phyfical caufes are alike unknown in
themf{elves, and in the manner of their operations. They arc
determined only by their effe@s. Now to argue, that, becaufe
we admit thefe, which are {o determined, we ought to admit
moral caufes, which are not fo determined, is {omething too
fophiftical.  To conclude this head by bringing an example
againft analogy much more to the purpofe, than thofec that are
brought in favor of it: the man who was born blind imagined,
moft analogically, a fimilitude between the found of a tram-
pet, and the fcarlet color. He fubftituted the idea he had for
that he had not, and reafoned from thence juft as well about

2 fcarlet,
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fcarlet, as fome men reafon from their ideas of anger and re-
venge about the moral caufes that are latent in tht. divine
mind. :

It is faid that ‘we can have no dire& knowledge of the
nature of God: which is true in this fenfe, that all the know-
ledge we can have of this kind is derived originally from his
wor ks, and the pioceedmrrs of his providence. All the ways
of acquiring a more dirc knowledge l‘y Ju,hc, };""l ideas
“ulwh we dltum in an intimate union of the human with the
divine mind, by the irradiations of ,wﬂm thu)hw\' or hy
t.}r‘ in -';Ja lzght of quakerifm, and iuuui more, w lndl the
phrenzy of metaphyfics, notver *;.-'d"mnr rom that of ent thufiafm,
has invented, are too ridiculous to deferve the regard of common
fenfe. But tho we have not, in any of thefe w ays, a dire&t
knowledge of the nature of God, yet we are not reduced to
know n ot hing of him except by analogy. If the firft }1i.l
c11‘1\ s of our \1\1,0 vledge concerning him be refleGted, as w
have jui ft now faid, yet it is real. It is carried into dunon—
ftration, and is thercfore direct likewife, if we may be allowed
to call any knowledge by dme {tration dire®. What we

"y 1
ariy.

can fee of him within the extent of our horizon, we {ee cl
He judged this - for us, he gave us to {ec no furtl
by that lll‘llp of reafon which he has litrbtul up in our nm*r‘w;
and with this, little as it 1, we O'L!’Tlh to be content
the divines, 1 ~'nr7,'- n of h:—-rc, light up thm dim taper of ar

ut
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gy, pretend to {hew us the thadows of (LJLL'-.'S they cannot

24

cover, and bid us be content ‘,1..11 this. They go :
£ e T
They aliert that this 1s true reli-
1 2 [ 1 - -
sion be the n reafon the moft

unreafonable fervitude: for thus thcy argue™  Men ho-
1

¢ nor and obey a prince whom they never faw, and whom

% 1'_.ix'-"5 ubi fL.])
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¢ they could not diftinguith from another man, if they met
¢ him.  Let us fuppofe God to be fuch a prince literally, as
“ he is reprefented analogically. Let us fuppofe him to love
¢ thofe that obey his orders,and to be in rage and fury againft
¢ the difobedient. Can we doubt that he who believes this
“ will be faved by virtue of that belief ?”” Thus you fee that
they make at laft even their own analogy unneceflary. We
may conceive him, by their leave, sinder all the grofs and re-
pugnant images that have been employed to reprefent him in
the jewith {criptures. 'We may conceive him to be a mighty
king, that fits in heaven, and has the earth for his footftool,
from whence all things that can happen are in his view. Or
we may conceive him, like an eaftern monarch, carried about
in his palanquin, neither feeing his fubjeéts, nor feen by them,
familiar with a few of his favorites, terrible to all the reft of
his people, and known only by the pomp with which he is
ferved, and by the feverity of his government®. The man
who thinks that every circumftance in the mofaical hiftory of
the creation and of the fall is to be underftood literally, thould
think, indeed, that every reprefentation which the fcriptures
make of God is to be underftood in the fame manner; fince
there can be no reafon given againft interpreting fome of thefe
circumftances literally, and fome figuratively, that will not
hold againft interpreting fome of thefe paffages one way, and
fome another. To be confiftent, he thould difclaim the ana-
logy he contends for; and then nothing more will be wanting
to anfwer all the ends of artificial theology, than to affume
on fuch premifes, that they who minifter in holy things are
the omrahs, the vizirs, and the baflas of this mighty king,
whofe commands they publifh, interpret, and execute, or
caufe to be executed ; rather than his ambaffadors: by affuming

* Vid, Kivc in his ferm, on Gen. ii. 16, 17.

which
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which latter character they may feem to leffen over modeftly
the dignity of their own order, and to raife that of the laity
too high.--But I am athamed to have faid fo much on this
{ubject.

LXXVIL

affumed is not fufficient to excufe the literal attribution

of thofe human paflions to the divine nature, which are the
difgrace of ours; that there is little or no difference in reality
between one and the other of thefe attributions, whatever
there may be in appearance, to an inattentive or prejudiced
mind; and that anger and revenge were afcribed by the jews
to the Supreme Being as literally as compaflion and mercy,
as literally as injuftice in this life is afcribed to his providence
by atheifts and divines, or the juftice of it in another is afferted
by the latter. The falfe conceptions, and the licentious rea-
{fonings about the divine nature and providence, that have been
mentioned, as well as many more, proceed chiefly from the
do&rine which teaches that the moral attributes are the fame
in God as they are in our ideas, that the eternal reafon of
things, by which he acts, is open to all rational beings; and
confequently that we are competent judges of his moral pro-
ceedings towards us, fince we arc competent to determine
what his moral chara@er requires. But thefe falfe conceptions
and licentious reafonings may proceed likewife from the ana-
logical doctrine, as contrary as it appears to the other; for
by afcribing to God not human notions and paffions, but
fomething, whatever it be, equivalent to thefe, Kinc might,
‘ho he does not, reafon as dogmatically as CLARKE, a priori,
‘-om what the creator and governor of the world ought to do
in

I micuT have concluded fooner, that an analogy arbitrarily
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