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548 FRAGMENTS or MINUTES

to go together fo feldom. This might be exemplified in
many inftances, but in none more ftrongly than in that of the
jews. No nation {fo exa& in obferving fafts and feafts, and fo
{uperfiitioufly zealous in the practice of every ceremony of a
law that abounded with ceremonies. But no nation {o un-
hofpitable at the fame time, no people fo uncharitable, nor
fo ablolutely ftrangers to that fundamental principle of natural
religion, univerfal benevolence.

LXXVIII.

T were much to be withed that the fame reproach could
not be made in any degree to the profeflors of chriftiani-

ty. But I apprehend that they too muft pafs condemnation
on this head. The do@rine of a future ftate of rewards and
punifhments was eftablithed, no doubt, in the chriftian, as in
every other {yftem of inftituted religion, to enforce natural,
that is, the firft, the moft authentic, and as we may fay the
miftrefs of all religions, fince they {thould be all fubfervient to
her. But this do&rine is applied, in every communion of chri-
ftians, as much to enforce matters of metaphyfical fpecu-
lation, or pofitive duties, or forms of worfhip which are
neither parts of natural religion, nor have any neceflary con-
nection with our moral obligations, as it is applied to enforce
thefe. The miftrefs is fet on a level with the fervant, and the
fame regard is paid to one as to the other. But why do I
fay the fame, when it is manifeft that much more regard is
paid in many inftances, and in the application we {peak of
here particularly, to the latter than to the former? Metaphy-
{ical {peculations, pofitive duties, and forms of worfhip can
have no merit any further than they contribute to maintain,
and improve in our minds an awful fenfe of the majefty of
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the Supreme Being, of our dependence on him, of our duties
to him, and of the moral obligations under which we lye to
our fellow creatures: and as far as they contribute to thefe
purpofes, whether they are of human or of divine inftitution,
they have great merit, and are of great importance. T heir
merit and their importance, however, cannot be equal to thofe
of the religion they are defigned to maintain and improve: and
yet we find them treated by the doctors and profefiors of chri-
ftianity as if they had more of both, as if this part of inftituted
religion could be fubftituted in the place of that part of it
which republifhes natural religion, and could fupply the
want of it.

Tue clergy, who have taken the diftribution of future re-
wards and punifhments into their own hands, diftribute them
according to this rule. 'The man who has been a bad fon, a
bad hufband, a bad father, a bad citizen, who has pafled
his whole life in the practice of private and public immora-
lity, languifhes on a fick bed. ~ Confcious of guilt, he appre-
hends punithment, and all the terrors of hell ftare him in the
face. He repents, therefore, may fignify in this cafe nothing
more than this, he is afraid; and {o will the moft hardened
villain be at the foot of the gallows. It 1s too late to amend,

too late to repair the injl.‘:i‘i; he has done. The prieft, how-
ever, who gave the terror, is called to adminifter the com-
fort. The man confefles his fins, makes an orthodox pro-
feflion of his faith, joins in the prayers that arc faid over
him, takes leave of the world with all the decorum which the
difcipline of his church requires, and dies. We are bound to
believe well of this man’s falvation, and we commit his body

1

to the oround. *in a fure and certain hope of his refurrection
o 2 I i
1 1. 9. P - = =
¢ to eternal life.” The man who has paffed his whole life in the
pradtice of every moral virtue, and has lived up to the duties
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of natural religion in every relation, and in every ftation, has
fulfilled by confequence all the obligations of revealed religion,
as far as the latter isdefigned torepublifh, and enforce the for-
mer. But the latter is dt.ﬁgncd more immediately, and pre-
ferably for another purpofe: and therefore the hope of heaven
is held out to one man, notwithftanding his w icked life; the
{ear of hell is held out to another, not\wthicdl nding his Oood
life, on feveral occafions. Faith unimpofed, and forms and
ceremonies unprefcribed by natural religion, may atone for
the violations of it; but the ftri& obfervance of it cannot a-
tone, in any communion, for the want of faith even in matters
that have been much difputed among chriftians, and that are
{o ftill in other communions; nor for the neglect of forms and
ceremonies that are of mere human inftitution, and that
have varied frequently, as all fuch inftitutions muft and dovary
by their own nature, and by the nature of thofe who make, and
of tholc for whom they are made. To bring an inftance or
two, that occur to me firft out of many. Read the creed of
ATHANASIUS, and then confider that the man we fuppofe in
this place, who has conformed his whole life to the precepts of
natural religion, and of reafon, cannot be faved™®, but muft
perith Wlthout doubt cver]a&mg]y, unlefs he bphcus faith-
fully fuch a rhapfody of jargon as talapoins and bonzes
would be hardly brought to avow, as wants a fufficient foun-
dation in the gofpel, as none but factious priefts, who mean-
ed to divide not to unite, could have combined to propagate,
and as nione but the leaft reafonable, and the moft 1mnhcu
fet of men could have received for truth. Confider again,
that the trite ceremony of baptifm, inftituted, by the hcwmw,
practifed by thej jews, and adopted by the chriftians, is made
fo effential a part of religion under the vague name of a facra-
ment, that neither the moral goodnefs of men, nor the inno-
¥ xxxix articles.
cence
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cence of children can fecure their falvation, unlefs they have
paffed through this myftical wathing: without which, and the
graces confequent to it, the good works of the former are not
pleafant to God, but have the nature of {in ; and the innocence
of the other is infe&ed by that original taint which {pread from
the tranfgreffion of Apam, and corrupted human nature in all

his Poﬁerit_y.

Tuzse are principles of artificial theology, and fuch is the
ecclefiaftical diftribution of future rewardsand punifhments in
all chriftian communions. I wave defcending into particular
examples taken from the caft or the weft, from your church or
from mine. Thisdifferenceonly Iwould obferve between the two
laft. You acknowledge ftill a fpiritual monarch, the vicar of

rsus Curist on earth, and an infallible judge in all matters
of religion, to whom you afcribe a fupreme ecclefiaftical au-
thority. At leaft the royalifts prevail amongft you, and the
partifans of {piritual liberty are few. We have thrown oft
this ridiculous but heavy yoke, and thus it is more eafy, and
therefore more frequent to impofe new dodérines, new rites,
new ceremonies in your church, than in mine; to fave, to bea-
tify, tofanétify whom his holinefs pleafes, and to pronounce
as manyarbitrary fentences of damnation as he thinks fit. Thus
we have feen the conflitution unigenitus, that child of jefuiti-
cal revenge, procured by fraud and maintained by tyranny,
ere@ed into a rule of faith in France, where a few years be-
fore, to thew the exercife of this power in a light as ridicu-
lous as fcandalous, not only propofitions extraéted from the
works of Jansenius were condemned, but even they who
did not underftand the Janguage in which the bifhop of Ipres
writ, like the nuns of Portroyal, were required to believe,
and affirm that thefe very propofitions were contained in his
Writings.
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Sucu occafional abufes of the do&rine of future rewards and
punifhments, which the pope and his inferior pontiffs have
applied with little regard to natural religion, and even with
more regard to their artificial theology than to revealed reli-
gion, have been frequent. But there is another, which has
been conftant in all the ages of the church, and by which the
clergy has raifed exor bitant coutublmons on the laity.
When chriftianity appeared firft in the world, the profeffors
of it compofed a little, and in general a poor flock. They
who had fome fubftance helped to maintain thofe who had
none; alms were gathered for the faints, and eyery church
had a common purfe. Like our quakers, they provided for
their own poor ; and, like our quakers too, the teachers and the
taught made one body, one undivided fociety. The former
as well as the latter lived on what they had of their own, or
on the common purfe, or on the bread they acquired by their
induftry: and, as Iudicrous as it may feem, it may be faid
{erioufly, becaufe it may be faid truly, that if this order of
things had been preferved among chriftians, we might behold
at this day,with great edification, fome of my lords th bithops
working at their luim(. hours (and they have e many fuch from
(.pifcopﬂl funé&ions at leaft) in their trades, like St. PauL.
But this order of things was changed early, and the diftin&ion
of clergy and laity eftablifhed ; after which the former enjoyed
in their own right, or as truftees for the poor, all that had

belonged to evz"ry church in common before. When the for-
mer came by feveral means to be confidered as a feparate fo-
ciety under the name of the church, they appropriated the
wealth, which increafed daily, as well as the name, to them-
felves; and when every church had a bifhop, the fuperior
robbed the inferior paftors, and appropriated to himfelf what

belonged
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belonged to them, to his church, and to the poor; all of whom
he threw on the laity to be maintained by them.

LXXIX.

THA.T I may not render the deduétion too long for this
place, I content myfelf to obferve further, that, as this
order of men increafed in outward dignity and riches, to
neither of which they had any other claim than that which
their own ufurpations, and the bigot generofity of {uperftitious
ages gave them, they increafed in ambition and avarice. The
doérine of a future ftate was proftituted to ferve the purpofes
of both; and as foon as they had perfuaded the laity, that the
power of tying and untying, which was given by Crrist to
his difciples, invefted the clergy with a power of determining
in this world the condition of men in another, heaven and hell
became inexhauftible fources of ecclefiaftical dominion and
wealth, and were applied to little elfe. The man, for in-
ftance, who left his eftate to the church, and to pious ufes,
as they are called, completed all the immoralities of his life
by defrauding his family at his death. But the prieft,or monk,
conveyed him to heaven directly, and pafiports for that pur-
ofe, even of modern date, are faid to have been found in the
hands of the dead. The layman, who had a difpute with the
church, ftood expofed to the thunderbolt of excommunica-
tion, which he was prepared to believe did not only feparate
him from her communion here, but would deprive him of
happinefs hereafter; {o that he might be damned eternally for
withholding a tithe pig.
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